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INTRODUCTION. 



T«B iKusstiLteBieat& wl^ioh were circulated respect- 
ing the Fir^t Series of these Sketches make it 
necesflQjy to mentioa that oothliig can be mefe uo* 
true than representiug the work as a republication. 
By &r the greater part of the articles which had 
ever appeared before were oiaterially altered or en* 
larged, some of them almost^ written over agdn ; 
whiie a great many were entirely new in every part ; 
B» those of Lords Mansiieldy Thurlowy Loughbo* 
rough, and North, Chief Justice Gibbs, Sir W» 
Grant, Franklin, Gustavus III,, Joseph II., Ca- 
therine II., Queat E]l^beth.--<-The same observa- 
tion is applicable in at least the same extent to the 
Second Series, Much of George IV., the Empe- 
ror NapoleoU) Lord Eldon, Sir W, Scott, is new ; 
and Mirabeau's public character, with the whole 
of Sir F. Francis, Mr. Horne Tooke, Lord King, 
Mr. Bicardo, Charles Carrol, Necker, Cam6t, La- 
&yette, and Madame de Stael, are new« 

No distinguished statesman of George IIL^^s time 
has been omitted, except one very eminent person, 
Lord Shelburne, afterwards Marquess of Lans* 
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downe, to whom, however, occasion has been taken 
of doing some justice against the invectives of mere 
party violence and misrepresentation by which he 
was assailed. The reason of the omission has been 
of a personal nature. The long and uninterrupted 
friendship which has prevailed between the writer 
of these pages and Lord Shelbume's son and repre- 
sentative, both in public and fnnvBte iifi^ vbsU 
have made any account of him wear the appearance 
of a panegyric or a defence of his conduct, rather 
than a judgment pronounced on its merits. If it 
should be urged that a similar reason ought to have 
prevented the appearance of other articles, such as 
that upon Sir S. Bomilly, Mr. Homer, and Lord 
King, the answer is plain. Personal friendship 
with those individuals themselves gave him the 
means of judging for himself, and that friendship 
was only another consequence of the merits which 
he was called upon to describe and to extol. But 
in Lord Shelbume's case, friendship for the son 
might have been supposed to influence an account 
of the father, who was personally unknown to the 
author. 

It is a matter of sincere gratification to find that 
justice has been very generally done to the impar- 
tiality which was so much studied in the compo- 
sition of the First Series. To maintain this 
throughout the Second has been the chief aim of 
its author ; and if he has ever swerved from thb 
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'path which it was so much his resolution to tread, « 
.the deviation has, at least, been unintentional, for 
he is wholly unconscious of it. 

It would be a very great mistake to suppose that 
there is no higher object in submitting these 
Sketches to tl^e world than the gratification of cu- 
riosity respecting eminent statesmen, or even a more 
important purpose, the maintenance of a severe stan- 
dard of ta^te respecting Oratorical Excellence. The 
main object in view has been the maintenance of a 
severe standard of.PubUe Virtue, by oonstantly 
painting politii^al profliga<^ in those . hateful 
colours, ^hicfa are natural to it, though sometimes 
obscured by the lustr^ of talents, especially when 
seen through the false glare shed by success over 
public crimes. To show mankind who are their 
real bene&ctors-i-to teach them the wisdom of only 
exalting the friends of peruse, of freedom, and of 
.i^iprovenpient — to warn thqm against the folly, so 
pernicious to themselves, of lavishing their applauses 
upon their worst enemies, those who disturb the 
tranquillity, ass^ the liberties, and obstruct the 
improvement of the world — to reclaim them from 
the yet worser habit, so dearly akin to vicious in- 
dulgence,, of palliating cruelty ^d fraud committed 
on a large scale, by regarding the success, which has 
attended those foul enormities, or the courage and 
|he addi^ess with which they have been perpettated 
— ^these are th^.views that Mye guided the pen which 
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has attempted to sketch the Historj of George 
III/s times, by describing the statesmen who flou- 
rished in them. With these views a work was be- 
gun many yenlrs ago, and interrupted by prolfessional 
avooations — ^the history of two reigbs in our own 
annals,' those of Harry V^ and Elizabeth, deemed 
gl(Mriou» Ibr the arts of vmf and of govemment, con»- 
manding laigely the admitation of the Tulgar, 
justly &11I0US for the eapistcity which they displayed, 
but extolled upon the fkhne assumption that IR^ireign 
conquest is the lehief gtd^ of a nation, and that 
habitual and dexterous treachery towards all man- 
kind is the first accom{4ishmeDt of a sovereign. 
To relate the story of those reigns in the language 
of whidi sound reason prescribes the us^ — ^to ex- 
press the scorn of ^Isehood and the detestation of 
cruelty which the uncorrupted feelings Of our nature 
inspire — ^to call wicked things by their right names, 
whether done by princes cmd statesmen, or by vul- 
gar and more harmless nlalefaetors — was the plan 
of that work» Longer experience of the world has 
only excited a stronger desire to see such lessons 
inculcated, aaid to help in tearing off the veil which 
the Iblly of mankind throws over the crimes of 
their rulers^ But it was deemed expedient to direct 
the attention of the people, in the first instance, to 
more reeent times, better known characters, and 
more interesting events, tn this opinion these 
Historical Sketches had their ori^n. 
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It remains to explain why the Dialogue upon 
Monarchical and Republican Government has been 
omitted in the present ^ publication, after being 
announced in the advertisement. Not only would 
the insertion of that piece have extended this second 
series to an inconvenient size, but it would have 
given the work a controversial aspect and engendered 
political animosities, thus impeding the effects in- 
tended to be produced by a work avoiding all par- 
tial or violent discussions. For this reason the ap- 
pearance of the Dialogue has been postponed. It 
was written some years ago ; its doctrines have 
been destined to receive very material confirmation 
from subsequent events ; they are very certain to 
become at no remote period the prevailing faith 
of the country. 

But, although this more general discussion has 
for the present been omitted, constant opportunities 
have been afforded, in the course of these Sketches, 
for contemplating the comparative vices and ad- 
vantages of the two forms of Government — for 
holding up to Sovereigns the imminent perils into 
which they rush by setting up their pretensions, 
and gratifying their caprices, at the expense of 
their people's rights and interests — for reminding 
the people of the mischiefs occasioned to themselves 
by violent and sudden changes to which the state 
of society has not been accommodated — for exposing 
the evil consequences of those abuses to which party 
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connexions are liable — ^and, above all, for teaching 
the important duty incumbent on all men, under 
what Government soever they live, the sacred duty 
of forming their own opinions upon reflection, nor 
suffering them to be dictated by others whose object 
it is to deceive and to betray. In proportion as the 
People are thus educated and fitted for the task of 
Self-government, will it be both safe and expedient 
to intrust them with an increased share of power ; 
and it would be difficult to fix any bounds to the 
extent of that share, other than are set to their own 
improvement in political knowledge and experi- 
ence.* 

* In the preceding series the commonly received account 
was adopted which represents Lord Bute as having super- 
intended the education of George III. A fuller inquiry 
into the subject has rendered it nearly as clear that this is an 
erroneous opinion as that an intimacy subsisted between 
those two eminent individuals after the Bute Ministry was 
broken up. It seems almost certain that there is no more 
foundation for the one notion than for the other, although 
both have been so generally prevalent. 
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It would not be easy to find a greater contrast in 
the character and habits of two princes succeeding 
one another in any country, than the two last 
Georges presented to the eye of even the most 
superficial observer. 

George Prince of Wales had been educated after 
the manner of all princes whose school is the palace 
of their ancestors, whose teacher is boundless pro- 
sperity, whose earliest and most cherished associate 
is unrestrained self-indulgence, and who neither 
among their companions form the acquaintance of 
any equal, nor in the discipline of the seminary 
ever taste of control. The regal system of tuition 
is indeed curiously suited to its purpose of fashion- 
ing men's minds to the task of governing their fel- 
low-creatures—of training up a naturally erring 
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and sinful creature to occupy the most arduous of' 
all human stations^ the one most requiring habits 
of self-command, and for duly filling which, all the 
instruction that man can receive, and all the virtue 
his nature is capable of practising, would form a 
very inadequate qualification. This system had, 
upon the Prince of W^les, produced its natural 
effects in an unusually ample measure. He seemed, 
indeed, to come forth from the school a finished 
specimen of its capabilities and its powers ; as if to 
show how much havoc can be pa^de in a character 
originally deficient in noiie of the good and few of 
the great qualities, with wliich it may be supposed 
that men are bom. Naturally of a temper by no 
means spur op revenge|ul, he had become selfish to 
a degree so e^i^travagant, that he s^med to act upon 
a practicfil conviction pf all i^ankind being borii 
for his exclusive use ; and hence he became irritable 
on t]ie l^ast incident that thwarted his wishes ; nay, 
seemed to consider hipaself injured, and thus entitled 
to gratify his resentment, as oflen as my one, even 
from ^ due r^ard to his own duty or his own cha- 
racter, acted in a way to disappoint his expecta- 
tions or ruffle his repose. 

His natural abilities, too, were far ^bove medio- 
crity ; .he was quick, lively, gifted with a retentive 
memory, and even with a ready wit — endowed with 
an exquisite ear for music, and a justness of jeye, 
that fitted him to attain refined taste in the arts — 
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possessing, too, a nice sense of the ludicrous, which 
made his relish for humour sufficiently acute, and 
bestowed upon him the powers of an accomplished 
mimic. The graces of his person and his manners 
need not be noted, for neither are valuable but as 
the adjunct of higher qualities; and the latter, 
graceful manners, are hardly to be avoided by one 
occupying all his life that first station which, by 
removing constraint, makes the movements of the 
prince as naturally graceful as those of the infant or 
of the child too young to feel embarrassment. But 
of what avail are all natural endowments without 
cultivation ? They can yield no more fruit than a 
seed or a graft cast out upon a marble floor ; and 
cultivation, which implies labour, discipline, self- 
control, submission to others, can scarcely ever be 
applied to the Boyal condition. They who believe 
that they are exempt from the toils, and hardly 
•liable to the casualties of other mortals — all whose 
associates, and most of whose instructors, set them- 
selves about confirming this fidth — are little likely 
to waste the midnight oil in any contemplations but 
those of the debauchee ; and beings, who can hardly 
bring themselves to believe that they are subject to 
the common fiite of humanity, are pretty certain to 
own no inferior control. '^ Quoi done " (exclaimed 
th^ young Dauphin to his Right Reverend precep- 
tor, when some book mentioned a king as having 
died) — " Quoi done, les Rois meurent-ils ? " " Quel- 
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quefois, Mbnseigneur," was the cautious and 
courtly reply. That this Prince should afterwards 
grow, in the natural course of things, into Louis 
XY., and that his in^t aptitude for the habits of 
royalty thus trained up should expand into the ma- 
turity of self-indulgence which almost proved too 
great a trial of French loyal patience, is not matter 
of wonder. Our Louis, notwithstanding the lessons 
of Dean Jackson, and the fellowship of Thurlow 
and Sheridan, was a man of very uncultivated mind 
— ignorant of all but the passives of history which 
most princes read, with some superficial knowledge 
of the dead languages, which he had imperfectly 
learnt and scantily retained, considerable musical 
skill, great facility of modem tongues, and no idea 
whatever of the rudiment of any science, natural 
or moral ; unless "the very imperfect notions of the 
structure of government, picked tip in conversation 
or studied in newspapers, can be reckoned any ex- 
ception to the universal blank. 

We have said nothing of the great quality of alL 
— the test of character, — firmness, and her sister 
truth. That the Prince was a man of firai mind, 
not even his most unscrupulous flatterers ever could 
summon up the courage to pretend. He was much 
the creature of impulses, and the sport of feelings 
naturally good and kind ; but had become wholly 
selfish through unlimited indulgence. Those who 
knew him well were wont to say that his was a 
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woman's character, when they observed how little 
self- command he had, and how easily he gave way 
to the influence of petty sentiments. Nor was the 
remark more gallant towards the sex than it was 
respectful towards the Prince ; inasmuch as the 
character of a woman transferred to the other sex 
implies the want of those qualities which constitute 
manly virtue, without the possession of the charms 
by which female weaknesses are redeemed ; inde- 
pendently of the fact that those weaker parts are 
less prejudicial in the woman, because they are 
more in harmony with the whole. That they who 
draw the breath of life in a Court, and pass all 
their days in an atmosphere of lies, should have 
any very sacred regard for truth, is hardly to be 
expected. They experience such falsehood in all 
who surround them, that deception, at least sup- 
pression of the truth, almost seems necessary for 
self-defence ; and accordingly, if their speech be 
not framed upon the theory of the French Cardinal, 
that language was given to man for the better con- 
cealment of his thoughts, they at least seem to re- 
gard in what they say, not its resemblance to the 
fact in question, but rather its subserviency to the 
purpose in view. 

The course of private conduct which one in such 
a station, of such habits, and' of such a disposition, 
might naturally be expected to run, was that of 
the Prince from his early youth upwards; and 
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when he entered upon public life, he was found to 
have exhausted the resources of a career of plea- 
sure; to have gained followers without making 
friends; to have acquired much envy and some 
admiration among the unthinking multitude of 
polished society ; but not, in any quarter, either to 
command respect or conciliate esteem. The line 
of political conduct which he should pursue waa 
chalked out by the relative position in which he 
stood to his &ther, and still more by that monarch's 
character, in almost all respects the reverse of his 
own. ' 

It thus happened that the Whig party, being the 
enemies of George III., found fiivour in the sight 
of his son, and became his natural alUes.- In the 
scramble for power they highly valued such an 
auxiliary, and many of them were received also 
into the personal favour of their illustrious political 
recruit. But state-a^rs were hf him only taken 
as a stimulant, to rouse the dormant appetite,- when 
more vulgar excitement had fatigued the jaded 
sense ; and it would be extremely difficult to name 
the single occasion on which any part was taken by 
him whom the Whigs held out as the most exalted 
member of their body, from the end of the Ame- 
rican war until the beginning of the contest with 
France. An event .then occurred which brought 
his Royal Highness upon the stage, but not as a 
friend of the Liberal party. He came forward 
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to disclaim them, r to avow that his f^ntiments 
differed widely frcmi . theirs, and to deqlare that 
upon the great •question which divided th^ world, 
be took part with the enemies of liberty tmd of im- 
provement. The Frenqh Revolution had alarmed 
him, in copiimon with most of his order ; he quitted 
the parly for many yeaars ; h^ gave the only sup- 
port he had to give, his vote, to their adversaries. 
The re$t of his political history is soon told. When 
the abarm 1^ subsided he gradually came back to 
th^ Opposition party^ ajtid acted with t^em until his 
father's illness called him to the Hegency, when he 
8haipefully abandpned them, flung himself into the 
hapds of their antagonists? and. continued to the 
end of his days tbeir enemy,, with a relentless bit- 
terness, a rancorous mi^igni^y, which betokened the 
Spite of his nature, a|id his consciousness of having 
injured, and betrayed,, those whom^ therefore, he 
never could forgive* It was indeed the singular 
and unenviable fate of this Prince, that he who at 
Various times had more " troops of friends ** to sur- 
round him than any man of any age, changed them 
so often, and treated them so ill, as to survive, 
during a siMrt part of his life, every one of his at- 
tachments, and to find himself before its close ia 
.the hands of his enemies, or of mere strangers, the 
accidental connexions of yesterday. 

After running the course of dissipation, uninter- 
rupted by any riliore rational or worthy pursuit, — 
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prematurely exhauAting the resources of iudulgencfv 
both animal and mental, and becoming incapable 
of receiving further gratification unless the wish of 
the ancient tyrant could be gratified by the inven- 
tion of some new pleasure, — it was found that a 
life of what was called unbounded profusion could 
not be passed without unlimited extravagance, and 
that such enormous sums had been squandered in a 
few years as seemed to baffle conjecture how the 
money could have been spent. The bill was of 
course brought in to the country, and one of the 
items which swelled the total amount to above half 
a million, was many hundreds of pounds for Ma- 
rechal powder, a perfumed brown dust with which 
the fops of those days filled their hair, in prefer- 
ence to using soap and water, after the manner of 
the less courtly times that succeeded the French 
Eevolution. The discontent which this unprin- 
ciplefl and senseless waste of money occasioned had 
no effect in mending the life of its author ; and in 
a few years after a new debt had been incurred, and 
the aid of Parliament was required again. There 
seemed now no chance but one of extricating the 
Prince from the difficulties with which he had sur- 
rounded himself, and obtaining such an increased 
income as might enable him to continue his extra- 
vagance without contracting new debts. That 
chance was his consenting to marry ; in order that 
the event might take place, so pleasing to a people 
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whom all the vices and the follies of royalty can 
never wean from th^r love of Princes, and the in- 
crease of the royal &mily be effected with due 
regularity of procedure from the heir-apparent*8 
loins. But, although the entering into the state 
of matrimony in regular form, and with the accus- 
tomed publicity, might afford the desired fiu^ilities 
of a pecuniary kind, such a step little suited the 
taste of the illustrious personage usually termed 
** the hope of the country." That the restraints of 
wedlock should be dreaded by one to whom all re- 
straint had hitherto been a stranger, and who could 
set at nought whatever obligations of constancy 
that holy and comfortable state imposed, was wholly 
out of the question. If that were all, he could 
have no kind of objection to take as many wives as 
the law of the land allowed, supposing the dower of 
each to be a bill upon the patient good-nature of the 
English people, towards discharging some mass of 
debt contracted. But there had happened anothei^ 
event, not quite suited to the people's taste, although 
of a matrimonial kind, which had been most care- 
fully concealed for very sufficient reasons, and 
which placed him in a predicament more embar- 
rassing than even his pecuniary difficulties. 

The most excusable by far, indeed the most re- 
spectable of all the Prince's attachments, had been 
that which he had early formed for Mrs. Fitzher- 
bert, a woman of the most amiable qualities, and 
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the most exemplary virtue. Her abilities were not 
shining, nor were her personal charms dazzling, nor 
was she even in the iirst stage of youth ; but her 
talents were of the most engaging kind : she had a 
peculiarly sweet disposition, united to sterling good 
sense) and was possessed of manners singularly &»- 
dnatingi His passion for this excellent person was 
aredeemiiig virtue of the Prince; it could only 
proceed from a fund of natural sense and good taste, 
i¥hicfa, had it but been managed wiUi ordinary pru- 
dence and care, would have endowed a most distin- 
guished character Iul private life ; and, could it by 
any miracle have been well managed in a palaoe, 
must have furnished out a ruler before whose lustre 
the fame of Titus and the Antonines would grow 
pale. Thi9 passion was heightened by the difficul- 
ties which its virtuous object interposed to its gra- 
tification .^ and upon no other terms than marriage 
could that be obtained. But marriage with this 
admirable lady was forbidden by law ! She was a 
Boman Catholic ; sincerely attached to the religion 
of her forefatliers, she refused to purchase a crown 
by conforming to any other ; and the law declared, 
that whoevei" marHefd a Catholic should forfeit all 
right to the crown of these realms, as "if he were 
naturally dead. This law, however, was unknown 
to her, and, blinded by various pretences, she was 
induced to consent to a clandestine marriage, which 
is supposed to have been solemnized between her 
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and the Prince beyond the limits of the English 
dominions, in the silly belief, perhaps, entertained 
by him, that he escaped the penalty to which his 
reckless conduct exposed him, and that the for* 
feiture of his succession to the crown was only 
denounced against such a marriage if contracted 
within the realm.* The consent of the Sovereign 
was another requisite of the law to render the mar- 
riage valid : that consent had not been obtained ; 
and the invalidity of the contract was supposed to 
save the forfeiture. But they who so construed the 
plain provision in the Bill of Bights, assumed first, 
that no forfeiture could be incurred by doing an 
act which was void in itself, whereas the law of 
England, as well as of Scotland, and every other 
country,t abounds in cases of acts prohibited and 
made void, yet punished by a forfeiture of the rights 
of him who contravenes the prohibition, as much 
as if they were valid and efl^tual. The same 
courtly reasoners and fraudulent matchmakers of 
Carlton House next assumed that statutes so solemn 

* Some aflirm that it was performed in London at the 
house of her nnde. 

f To lawyers this matter is qoite fiimiliar. In England, 
if a tenant for life makes a feofibient in foe, this forfeits his 
life estate, although the attempt to enlarge his estate is alto- 
gether ineffectual, and the feoffee takes nothing hy the grant. 
In Scotland, if an heir of entail, fettered by the foncing 
clauses, makes a conveyance contrary to the prohibitions, the 
deed is wholly void, and yet he forfeits the estate, to use thtf 
words of the Bill of Bights, <* as if he were naturally dead.*' 
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as the Bill of Rights and Act of Settlement could 
be varied, and, indeed, repealed in an essential par- 
ticular, most clearly within their mischief, by a 
subsequent law which makes not the least reference 
whatever to their provisions ; while no man could 
doubt that to prevent even the attempt at contra- 
vening those prohibitions was the object of the Law, 
in order to prevent all risks ; it being equally miam- 
fest that, if merely preventing a Catholic from being* 
the Sovereign's consort had been the only purpose 
of the enactment, this could have been most efTec- 
tually accomplished by simply declaring the mar- 
riage void, and the forfeiture of the crown became 
wholly superfluous. It is, therefore, very fer from 
being clear that this marriage was no forfeiture of 
the crown. But, it may be said, the Prince ran 
this risk only for himself, and no one had a right to 
complain. Not so. The forfeiture of the crown 
was his own risk assuredly ; but he trepanned Mrs. 
iHtzherbert into a sacrifice of her honour to gratify 
his passion, when he well knew that the ceremony 
which she was made to believe a marriage could 
only be regarded as a mere empty form, of no legal 
validity or effect whatever ; unless, indeed, that of 
exposing her, and all who assisted, to the high pains 
and penalties of a premunire. While he pretended 
that he was making her his wife, and made her be- 
lieve she was such, he was only making her the victim 
of his passions, and the accomplice of his crimes. 
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A few yeare after, when those passions had 
cooled, or were directed into some new channel, tlie 
rumour having got abroad, a question was asked 
in Parliament respecting the alleged marriage. 
His chosen political associates were appealed to, 
and, being instructed by him, denied the charge in 
the most unqualified terms. Before such men as 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Grey could thus far commit their 
honour, they took care to be well assured of the fact 
by direct personal communication with the Prince 
himself. He most solemnly denied the whole upon 
his sacred honour; and his denial was, through 
those most respectable channels, conveyed to the 
House of Commons. We are giving here a matter 
of history well known at the time ; — a thousand 
times repeated since, and never qualified by the 
parties, nor ever contradicted on their behalf. It 
must be confessed, that this passage of the Prince's 
story made his treatment of Mrs. Fitzherbert com- 
plete in all its parts. After seducing her with a 
false and fictitious marriage, he refused her the 
poor gratification of saving her reputation, by let- 
ting the world believe he had really made her his 
wife. Instances are not wanting of men committing 
in public a breach of veracity, and sacrificing truth, 
to save the reputation of their paramours ; nor is 
any moralist so stern as to visit with very severe 
censure conduct like this. But who was there ever 
yet so base as deliberately to pledge his honour to a 
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ftJdebood, for the purpose of his own protection, 
fllid in order to cover with shame her whom his 
other £tlse pretences had deceived into being his 
pfirainour? Bad as this is, worse remains to be 
tl^ld. This treachery was all for the lucre of gain ; 
the question was raised, upon an application to 
F^liament for money ; and the fidsehood was told 
to smooth the difficulties that stood in the way of a 
vote in Committee of Supply ! 
, Th6 influence of Mrs. Fitzherbert gave place to 
another connexion, but she retained that sway over 
his mind which we have described as the brightest 
feature in the Prince's character. Hence he spared 
no pains to make her believe that the public denial 
of their wedlock was only rendered necessary by 
his Other's prejudices and tyrannical conduct. She 
well knew, that to find an example of fear greater 
than that dread with which he quailed at the sound 
of his Cither's voice, or indeed the bare mention of 
his name, it was necessary to go among the many* 
coloured inhabitants of the Caribbee Islands ; and 
hence she could the more easily credit the explana* 
tion given of the disclaimer so cruel to her feelings. 
In private, therefore, and with her, he still passed 
himself for her husband, and she learned, like other 
and more real wives, to shut her eyes upon his infi- 
delities, while her empire over his mind remained 
unshaken. The pressure of new difficulties rendered 
a regular marriage necessary for his extrication ; 
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• but as this must at once and far ever dispel all that 
remained of the matrimonial delusion, he long 
resisted the temptation, through fear of 'Mjts. Fiit- 
herbert, and dread of their intercourse coming to ft 
violent end. At length the increasing pressure of 
his embarrassments overweighed all other considei^- 
ations, and he consulted to a marriage, and to gi^^ 
up Mrs. Fitzherbert for ever. Others with whom 
he lived upon the most intimate terms are believed 
to have interposed' fresh obstacles to this scheme ; 
but these were overcome hj an understanding that 
the new Wife should enjoy only the namie ; — that 
systematic neglect and insult of every idnd heaped 
upon her should atttet how little concern the heart 
bad with this honourable 'arrangement, and hoV 
en&rely the hui^band continued devoted to the wed* 
ded wives of otlier men. Every thing was now 
settled to the satils&ction of all parties. The old 
spouse was discarded — ^the old mistresses were Che- 
rished, fondled, and appeased — ^the faithful Com- 
mons were overjoyed at the prospect of a long line 
of heirs to (he crown — the loyal people wei^e enrap>- 
tured at thie thoughts of new princes and princesses 
. — the King, While he felt his throne strengthen€»d 
by the provision made for the succession, was 
gratified with whatever lowered the person he most 
bated and diespised—and the Prince himself was 
relieved of much debt, and endowed with augmented 
resources. One party alone was left out of the 
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genetul coDsidenttion— the intended consort of this 
illuatrious chaiacter, whose peculiar pride it vas to 
be called by his flatterers the " First Gentleman in 
Europe." 

Caroline Frincess of Brunswick was the indivi- 
dual whom it was found convenient to make tbe 
sacrifice on this occasion to an arrangement that 
diffused BO universal a joy through this free, moral, 
and reflecting country. She was niece of George 
IIL, and consequently one of the Prince's nearest 
relations. Nor has it ever been denied, that in h^ 
youth she was a Princess of ungnlar accomplisb- 
menta, as well of mind as of person. All who had 
seen her in those days represented her as lovely ; 
nor did she, on touching' our shores, disappoint the 
expectations which those eye-witnesses had raised. 
All who had known her in tiiat season of youth, 
and before care had become the companion of her 
life, and the cruelty of others had preyed upon her 
u^pped her understanding, described 
dowments as brilliant ; and a judge, 
Dced and festidious, long: after she 
ongst us, continned to paint her as 
"the life, grace, and ornament rf 
ij."' Her talents were indeed fer 
iinary level of women, and hod her 
been rather below the average stock 
they would have decked her in ac- 
i^snning; id the Home of Commons. 
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pomplitihments remarkable for any station. £n* 
do wed with the greatest quickness of apprehension, 
with a singularly ready wit, and with such perse- 
verance as is rarely seen in the inmates of a court, 
she shone in conversation, and could have excelled 
in higher studies than statuary, the only one to 
which she devoted her attention. If it be said that 
her buoyant spirits were little compatible with the 
etiquette of a German court, and made her attend 
less to forms than the decorum of our English 
palaces, under the cold and stiff reign of George 
and Charlotte, might seeili to require — so must it 
be confessed, on the other hand, that no person of 
the exalted station to which this great lady was 
born, and the still higher elevation of rank which 
she afterwards reached, ever showed such entire 
freedom from all haughtiness and pride, or more 
habitually estimated all who approached her by 
their intrinsic merits alone. The first duchess in 
the land, and the humblest of its peasants, were alike 
welcome to her, if their endowments and their dis- 
positions claimed her regard ; and, if by the accident 
of birth she was more frequently thrown into the 
fellowship of the one, she could relish the talk, seek 
out the merits, admire the virtues, and interest 
herself in the fortunes of the other, without ever 
feeling the difference of their rank, even so &r as 
to betray in her manner that she was honouring 
them by her condescension. Thus, all might well 
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be charmed with her good-^nature^ lively humour, 
and kindly demeanour, while no one ever thought 
of '{»raising'her a&bility. 

Bdt Caroline of Brunswick h^d 6r higher qua- 
lities thati these ; she put fon^rd, in. the course of 
her hapless and ohequered existence, c^wos of « 
much loifHer caste, ^faeliad a deiight in works qf 
beneiiteence that made charily the very bond of her 
existekicis ; nor wiaretiie sufferings of her life uncon^ 
nect^d with this am&ble propoisity of her natui*i^ 
Her passionate fondnesB for children, balked by that 
separation #om'her only offepriisg to which «he 
was early doomed, led ^r into the. unwise cougrse 
of adopting the in&nts of others, which she cl^ 
rished as if th^ had be^n heii own. Her courage 
was of thb highest <irder of female bcav-ery, scorning 
all perils ill the pursuit of worthy objects, leaiding 
her certainly into advciitures that were ebiefly 
rebomm'end^ by their risks, but, like the. active 
courage of a woman, suffering oceasioi^ally ikiteryals 
of suspensioh according to the state of the animal 
spirits,' possibly Influ^ndBd by the phydcal consti^ 
tution of the female frame, although the passive 
virtue of fortitude never knew abatement or eclipse. 
There were occasions, indeed, when her two distin- 
guishing characteristics were both called /orth in 
unison, and her brave nature mii&stered to. her 
charity. While travelling in the £^t, the plague 
broke out aniiong her suite, Unappalled by a |)eril 
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which has laid prostrate the stoutest hearts, she 
entered the hospital, and set to others the example 
of attending upon the sick, ii^ardless of ^ even the 
extxsme risk trhich she ran bj hanging over their 
beds and touching their perspna. I^et it be added 
to this, thalt her nature was al^utely: .without mar 
lice or revenge^ that she liaidly kmiw the inherit of 
forgiveness of injuries^becauseit oosLber ;aothi¥)tg,; 
and that a harsh ei^presdon, asdaiiderou3 ^sg^^moiXt^ 
any indication of faatqed.or of.spite^ ni^y.er broki^ 
from her, evei\ when i the resources of ingenuity 
irere exhausted. in pider.tagoad herf^^Ungs^ ^ijfd 
self-defence almost made anger Andreeieptmient a 
duty. ... .. .. , , ., 

It will foe said that thei&ir side is her^ presiented 
of this ren^arkal^e picture^— rjoemmrlj^b^e. if the ori- 
ginal wea% fqjmd in aeottage, but^ij^n palace li^t^le 
short of miraculous. If^.however, th^re b^^so 6ir 
a side to the portraiture, shall it not twxu. away the; 
wrath that other features. may possibly raise pja re- 
versing the medal? But that is not the defence^ 
■nor even the palliation, which belongs to this ^n- 
paralleled case* "Was. ever human beiiig who bad 
been so treated — above all, was ever woman whp had 
been so treated as this woman had been — visited with 
severe censure if she at some time fell into the snares 
at all times laid for her undoing ? Were ever faults, 
made next to unavoidable, by systematic persecution 
in all matters down to the most trifling from the most 
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grave, regarded as inexpiable, or only to be expiated 
by utter destruction ? It is one of the grossest and 
most unnatural of the outrages against all justice, to 
say nothing of charity, which despots and other 
slave*owners commit, that they visit on their hap- 
less victims the failings which their oppressions 
burn as it were into the character — ^that they affect 
disgust and reprobation at what is their own handi- 
work — and assume from the vices they have them- 
selves engendered a new right to torment whom 
they have degraded. These men can never learn 
the lessons of inspired wisdom, and lay their ac- 
count with reaping as they have sowed. Were a 
tyrant to assume some strange capiice, by grafting 
the thorn upon the vine-tree, or placing the young 
dove among vultures to be reared, surely it would 
surpass even the caprice of a tyrant, and his pro« 
verbial contempt of all reason beyond his own will, 
were he to complain that he could no longer gather 
grapes from the plant, and that the perverted na- 
ture of the dove thirsted for blood. Did any pa- 
rent, unnatural enough to turn his child among 
gipsies, ever prove so senseless or unreasonable as 
to complain of the dishonest habits his o£Bspring had 
acquired ? By what title, then, shall a husband, 
who, after swearing upon the altar to love, protect, 
and cherish his wife, casts her away from him, and 
throws her into whatever society may beset her in 
a strange country, pretend to complain of incorrect 
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demeanour, when it is no £ialt of his that there re- 
mains in the bosom of his victim one vestisfe of 
honesty, of purity, or of honour ? It is not denied, 
it cannot be denied, that levities little suited to her 
station marked the conduct of the Princess ; that 
unworthy associates sometimes found admittance to 
her presence ; that in the hands of intriguing women 
she became a tool of their silly, senseless plots; 
that, surrounded by crafty politicians, she suffered 
her wrongs to be used as the means of gratifying a 
place-hunting ambition, which rather crawled than 
climbed ; and that a character naturally only dis- 
tingubhed by mere heedless opeutiess, and a frank- 
ness greater than common prudence seems to justify 
in those who dwell in palaces, became shaded, if 
not tarnished, by a disposition to join in unjustifi- 
able contrivances for self-defence. But the heavy 
charges of guilt brought against her, in two several 
investigations, were triumphantly I'epelled, and by 
the universal assent of mankind, scattered in the 
wind, amidst their unanimous indignation ; and 
from the blame of lesser faults and indiscretions 
into which she is admitted to have been betrayed, 
the least regard to the treatment she met with 
must, in the contemplation of all candid jninds, al- 
together set her free. 

No sooner was the marris^ solemnized, which 
plunged the country into unmixed joy, and raised 
a mingled expectation and sneer among the popu-r 
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lation of the court, than the illustrious husband pro- 
ceeded to the most exonplary, and indeed scrupu- 
lous fulfilment of his vows — but not those made at 
the altar. There were others of a prior date, to 
which, with the most rigorous sense of justice, he 
therefore gave the preference ; — performing them 
with an exactness even beyond the strict letter of 
the engagement. It is true they were not quite 
consistent with the later obligations '^ to love, che- 
rish, and protect ; " but they were vows notwith- 
standing, and had been attested with many oaths, 
and fierce imprecations, and accompanied with a 
touching and a copious effusion of tears. Their 
purport was an engagement to reject, to hate, and to 
insult the wedded wife ; to yield her rivals, not un- 
wedded, but the helpmates of other lords, the pre- 
ference on all occasions ; to crown the existence of 
the one with all fitvour, and afiection, and respect, 
while that of the other should be made wretched and 
unbearable by every slight which could be given, 
every outrage which could be offered to the feelings 
most tyrannical over the female bosom. Swifl fol- 
lowed, then, upon the making of the second and 
public vow, the punctual fulfilment of the first and 
private obligation. Never did the new-married 
pair meet.but in thepresence of others ; the Princess 
was treated on every occasion, but most on public 
occasions, with ostentatious n^lect, nay, with stu- 
died contumely ; each resource of ingenious spite 
was exhausted in devising varied means of exhibit^ 
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ing her position id melancholy coBtrast with the 
empire of her rivals: when she submitted, trampled 
upon as dastardly and mean ; when she was reluct** 
antly goaded into self-defence, run down and quelled 
and punished as contumacious ; and as soon as mal- 
treatment was suspected to have begotten the desire 
of retalMion, she was surrounded with spies, that 
not a gesture or a look, a word or a sigh, might pass 
unregistered, unexaggerated, unperverted. Yet no 
one incident could be found upon which to hang the 
slightest charge of impropriety. Witness the ne- 
cessity to which the Whig friends of Carlton House 
were reduced (for want of other blame), of com- 
plaining that the sympathy of the people had been 
awaked in behalf of the persecuted and defenceless 
stranger ; and that she did not shun occasions of see- 
ing her only friend, the People, so carefully as the 
Whig notion of female propriety deemed fitting, or 
the Carlton House standard of conjugal delicacy 
required. 

At the end of a tedious and sorrowful year, the 
birth of the Princess Charlotte once more intoxica- 
ted the nation with loyal joy, and made it forget a&. 
well the silent sorrows of the one parent, as the per- 
fidious cruelty of the other. Scarce had the mother 
recovered, when a firesh and unheard-of outrage 
greeted her returning health. The ** First Gentle- 
man of his age"' was pleased, under his own hand, 
to intimate that it suited his diBposition no longer 
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to maintain even the thin covering of decency which 
he had hitherto suffered to veil the i&nns of tlmt 
uhion ; he announced that they should now live 
apart f and added, with a i«finement of delicacy 
suited to the finished accomplishments of his pre^ 
eminence among gentlemen, that he pledged him- 
self never to ask for a nearer connexion, even if their 
only child should die, — he interjected, with a moving 
piety, *« Which God forbid ! "—in case it might be 
imagined that the death of the daughter was as much 
his hope as the destruction of the mother. The se- 
paration thus delicately effected made only an appa-» 
rent change in the relative position of the partiesi 
They had before occupied the same house, because 
they had lived under one roof, but in a state of com- 
plete separation ; and now the only difference was, 
that, instead of making a partition of the dwelling, 
and assigning her one half of its interior, he was 
graciously pleased to make a new division of the 
&ame mansion, giving her the outside, and keeping 
the inside to his mistresses and himself. 

The incessant vigilance with which the unhappy- 
Princess's conduct was now watched, by eyes ready, 
to minister fictions to those who employed them, 
soon produced a report that their prey had fiiUen 
into the appointed snare. It was duly represented 
to the " Most amiable Prince of his times," living 
Avith his paramours, that the wife whom he had dis- 
carded for their society, and to whom he had given 
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what the head of the law, his comrade and adviser,* 
serupled not to term '' a Letter of Lioence," had 
followed hlfl example, and used the licenee ; in shorty 
that she had been secretly deliyered of a child. No 
intrigue had been denounced as detected by the 
spies ; nor could any person be fixed on as he who 
had committed high treason, by defiling the solitary 
bed to which the " Companion of the King's son"! 
had been condemned by her tender and faithful 
consort. The charge, however, was made, and it 
was minutely investigated, — not by the friends of 
the accused, but by the political and the personal 
associates of h^ husband. The result was her com- 
plete and triumphant acquittal of all but the charge 
that she had, to vary the monotony of her sequestered 
life, adc^ted the child of a sailmaker in the neigh- 
bourhood of her residence ; thus endeavouring to 
obtain for her own daughter's society a substitute 
upon whom the natural instinct of maternal feeling 
might find a vent, to relieve an overburthened heart. 
It was little creditable, certainly, to the Commission- 
ers who conducted this '^ Delicate Investigation/' 
as it was termed, that they stooped to mention levities 
of conduct wholly immaterial, and confessedly quite 
inoffensive in her, while they cautiously abstained 
from pronouncing any censure upon the guilt of 
the other party, by whose fiiithlessness and cruelty 
her existence had been rendered a scene of misery. 

* Lord Thurlow. 

t La Comjiagne Fitz le Roy — says the statute of Treasons. 

VOL. III. C 
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In those days the accidental distributions of party 
had made the Princess acquainted with the most 
eminent of the Tory chiefs — LordEldon, Mr. Per* 
ceval, and Mr. Canning. These distinguished per- 
sonages composed her familiar society, and they 
were her faithful counsellors through all her difH- 
culties. Nor would it have been easy to find men 
on whom she could more safely rely for powerful 
assistance as advocates, or able advice as friends. 
They prepared an elaborate statement of the Prin- 
cess's case, which accidental circumstances kept 
them from making public ; but enough of the pro- 
ceeding transpired to make the country aware of 
the extraordinary course which had been pursued 
by the Prince's political friends. 

It is difficult to describe the sensatioo which the 
Beport of the Secret Tribunal made wherever a 
knowledge of its contents reached. That a wife, a 
Princess, and a stranger, should be subjected fo 
treatment the most cruel and unmanly, should then 
be driven from the shelter of her husband's roof, 
should be surrounded by spies and false witnesses, 
and, having been charged with a capital offence — 
nay, with high treason— should be tried behind her 
back, with the most able counsel to attend on behalf 
of her persecutor and accuser, without a human 
being present on her behalf, so much as to cross- 
examine a witness, or even to take a note of the evi- 
dence —was a proceeding which struck all men's 



asoBGE ly. 31 

minds with ajstonishment and dismay, and iseemed 
rather to approach the-mockery of all justice pre- 
sented in the accounts of eastern seraglios, than to 
resemble anything that is known among nations 
living under constitutional Governments. But if 
the investigation itself was thus an object of repro* 
bation and disgust, its result gave, if possible, less 
satisfaction still. What could be said of a sentence 
which showed that, even when tried behind her 
back, and by an invisible tribunal formed wholly of 
her adversaries, not the shadow of guilt could be 
found in her whole conduct ; and that even the 
mercenary fancies and foul perjuries of the spies had 
failed to present any probable matter of blame ; and 
yet, instead of at once pronouncing her innocent 
and unjustly accused, begrudged her the poor sa- 
tisfaction of an acquittal, and, fearful of affording 
her the triumph to which innocence is entitled, and 
offending the false accuser, both passed over all men- 
tion of her unparalleled wrongs, and left a stigma 
upon her name, by the vague recommendation tliat 
the King should advise her concerning certain levi- 
ties or indiscretions of behaviour — an allusion so un- 
defined, that any one might fill up the dark outline as 
his imagination should enable him, or his want of 
common charity prompt him to do? Every one 
knew that, had there been the least tangible irapror 
priety, though felling far short of guilt, it would 
have been stated in the Report ; but the purposes of 

c2 
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the accuser, to which the secret judges lent ifie^^ 
selves, were best served by a vague and mysterious 
generality, that meant everything, and anything, a» 
wen as nothing, and enabled him to propagate hy^ 
hia hireling favourites, all over society, any newslan^ 
ders which he might choose to invent. 

The confirmed insanity of the King^ three year^ 
afler wards, called to the Regency the chief actor in 
these unhappy scenes. Ko prince ever ascende^ 
tjie throne with so universal a feeling of distru^^ 
and even aversion. Nor was thb lessened when tha 
first act. of his reign proved him as Pithless to hjj^ 
political friends as he had been to his wife ; and afi 
regardless of his professed public principles as h^ 
bad been of liis marriage vows. It acided little 
respect to the disesteem in which he was universally 
held, that he was seen to discard all the Liberal par^K 
with whom he had so long acted; with whom, afl^ 
an interval of separation, he had become again ip ti- 
roately united, and among them the very men wl^ 
had stood by him in his domestic broils ; whilst ,1^^ 
took into full favour his determined enemies^ an^i 
worst of all, the very men who had prepared attacl^ 
upon him too outrageous to find a publisher I ^^ 

The accession of the Princess's friends to the Ec^-j 
gent's fiivour was the period of their intercourse 
with their former client. Not the slightest com* 
munication could now be held with her whose jujt 
quarrel they had so warmlj espoused while ijie 
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X^nce was Citeir fuaKtagomsi; ; and Mr. Camdn|^* 
iiottt of tliem all, to hktitaiaoeadent honour, refu^ 
to pvy the tribute exacted by the Court of desertiiig 
a former friend^ because an eoemy bad been ibund 
plaeable ; ajod because he, settuig too iiigb a value 
upoa his ibrgiveaess, required his new f^roonies 
fo be as perfidious as hi0isel£ 

JJt is impossible to s^arate from the history of 
George lY. that of his wife, for it is uailed vriih 
the most lemarkable features of his character; his 
boufKikss caprice — iiis arbitrary nature — his im|ai^ 
fiance of ooatradietioQ and restraint — his recklessness 
of consequences vhea resolved to attain a prrvata 
cod — qualities whieh^ if guided by a clesire of coia- 
pagsiag greats ends and sustained by adequats 
courage, would have aroused a struggle ibr ab«o« 
hite power, fatal either to the liberties of the c&im* 
ttf or to the existence o£ the monarchy. 

The Princess of Wales, wearied out with unceas- 
ing persecution, had gone abroad, leaving behind 
her, as the only support on which she could rely, 
hier only daughter, disease having deprived her of 
fike steady &voiir and aadeviating support of the 
£ii^, her £tther-in-law and imcie. The death of 
bol^ that King and that daugiiter was the signal of ' 
aeir attempts against her peau^e. Tiie history of the 
Milan Cornmission is fresh in the recollection of all. 
Aboard of three persons — a Chancery lawyer, who 

* Mr. Oanning, however, was sot now in -office, nor ior 
insBy jeam aikr. 
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had never seen a witness examined, and whose prac« 
tice was chiefly confined to cases Id bankruptcy, on 
which he had written an- excellent book— a colonel 
in the army, who knew but little more of the omU* 
ter*— an active and clever attorney — composed thii 
select body, commissioned to hunt .for evidence 
which m^ht convict the future Queen, and be ready^ 
to overwhelm her if she asserted her right to share 
her consort's throne. 

Sir John Leach was an active adviser of all these 
ne&.rious proceedings ; nor could all England, cer* 
tainly not all its bar, have produced a more uosale 
eounsellor. With great quickness of parts, am 
extraordinary power of fixing his attention upon ati 
argument, and following steadily its details, a nire 
faculty of neat and lucid statement, even of the 
most entangled and complicated facts, con8id)M*ab]0 
knowledge of legal principles, and still g^reater ae« 
quaintance with equity practice, he was singularly 
ignorant of the world, ami had no kind of fanEiili- 
arity wkh the rules or the practice of evidence i& 
the courts of common or criminal law. Moderately, 
learned in his own profession, beyond it he waa 
one of the most ignorant men that ever, appeared at 
the bar. Yet, by industry, and some art of gain<^ 
ing fibvour, by making himself useful to the powevr 
fu^ and t^e wealthy, little scrupulous how mucL he 
risked in any way to serve them, he had struggled 
with the defects of a mean birth and late adoption 
into the rank he afterwards so greatly afiected ; and 
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h^ had arrived at extensive practice. "Nullum 
ille poetam noverat, nullum legerat oratorem, nul- 
1am memoriam antiqnitatis collegerat: non pub- 
licum jus, non privatum et civile* cognoverat. — 
Is omnibus exemplo debet esse quantum in hd,c 
ttrbe polleat multorum obedire tempori, multoium- 
qtie vel bonori, vel periculo servire. His enim 
rebus, ihfimo' loco natus, et honores, et pecuniam, 
et gratiam consecutus, etiam in patronorum sine 
doctrinft, sine iiigenio, aliquem numerum pervene- 
rat/' (Cic. Brutus,) The power of deciding 
cli«ses, which he showed when raised to the benchi 
tras fevourably contrasted with the dilatory and 
d<jubting habits of Lord fildon ; but there was 
miicb of what Lord Bacon calls ** affected despatch* 
in his proceedings; and while he appeared to 
f^gard the number of judgments which he pro- 
ntwiilced in a given time far more than their quality,- 
K^'left: it to his learned chief to complain that cas^ 
wete decided at the Rolls, but heard when they 
came by appeal before the Chancellor : while tfie 
wits, calling one the court of oyer sans terminer ^ 
named the other that of terminer' sans oyer; and a 
^eat and cancGd critic (Sir S. Romilly) professed 
hihiself, to Lord Eldon's extreme delight, better 
pT6ased with the tardy justice of the principal than 
ti^iih*' the swift injustice of thie deputy. The ridl- 
cflle wWch he threw around his conduct in society, 

(TV ' ' • ' ■ , • 

*']feqnity, jus pratorium, is not very clearly here excluded. 
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\5y his ehildish devotion to the pursuits of &shibti- 
able life, in which neither his early habits nor Ids 
turn of mind fitted him to excel, was another result 
derived from the same want of sound juf%meut. 
But its worst fruit was that unhesitating and over- 
weening confidence in his own opmion^ which ex- 
ceeded that of any other man, and perpetually led 
both himself and his clients astray. UncontroHed 
Sionceit, a contracted understanding that saw quick- 
ly and correctly very near objects, and disbelieved 
ih the existence of all beyond, conspired with a 
temper peculiarly irascible to give him this habit 
^{ ^ming his opinion instantaneously, and this 
pertinacity in adhering to it, excluding all the light 
that could aflerwaxds be let in upon the subject under 
qonsideration. The same hasty and sangiune tem- 
perament made him exceedingly prone to see matters 
as he wished them to be ; and when he bad a client 
whom he desired to gratify, or for whom he felt a 
strong interest^ his advice became doubly dangerous ; 
because^ in addition to his ordinary infirmities of 
judgment^ he formed his opinion under all the bias 
of his wishes^ while he gave it and adhered to it 
without running any hazard in his own person. His 
courage, both personal and political^ was fvequently 
commended ; but there may be some doubt if to 
the latter praise he was justly entitled. HIb per- 
sonal gallantry, indeed, was quite unquestiooabley 
and it was severely tried in the painful, surgical 
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operation9 to wMch he sabmitted with an ease that 
showed the risk and the suffering cost htm little. 
3ut the pectdiarlty of his character that made hhn 
so wise in his own conceit, and lessened the vahte 
.of his oonnsels, also detracted mnch from the merit 
of his moral ccmrage, by keeping hhn blind to difR- 
cailties and dangers, the presence or the approach 
of which conld be discovered by all eyes but his 
own. 

Such was the counsellor whom the Regent trust- 
ed, and who was as sure to mislead him as ever 
naan was that undertook to advise another. The 
wishes of his great client were well known to him ; 
his disrelmh' for the caution, and the doubts, and 
the fears of Lord Eldon had been oftentimes freely 
e^cpressed ; Sir John Leach easity saw every part 
of the case as the Regent wished —quickly made 
up his mind on the pleasing side — set himself in 
the same advantageous contrast with the Chancel- 
lor on this, as he delighted to do on more ordinary 
occasions — ^and, because he perceived that fie de- 
lighted the royal consulter at present, never doubt- 
ed that his successful conduct of the afi^ir woulct 
quable him to supplant his superior, and to clutch 
the Great Seal itself. The possibility of royal m- 
gratitude never entered his narrow mind, any more 
than that of his own opinion being erroneous ; noi 
did he conceive it within the nature of things, that 
in one respect the client should resemble his advi- 

c3 
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«er, namely, in retaining his predilection only so 
long as measures were found to succeed, and in 
making the counsellor responsible in his own per- 
son for the failure of all from whom anything bad 
ever been expected. Under these hopeful auspices, 
the most difRcult and delicate affair ever yet under-, 
taj^en by statesmen was approached; and while, 
under the sanguine counsels of Sir John, no one 
of the conspirators ever thought of questioning 
the success of their case, another question was just 
as little asked among them, which yet was by far 
the most important of all — Whether, supposing the 
case proved against the Princess, the conspirators 
were one hair's-breadth nearer the mark of effecting 
her. ruin, or whether that first success would not 
bring them only the nearer to their own. 

The Milan Commission proceeded under this 
superintendence, and as its labours, so were its 
fruits exactly what might have been expected. It 
is among foreigners the first impression always 
arising from any work undertaken by English 
hands and paid for by English money, that an in- 
exhaustible fund is employed, and with boundless 
profusion ; and a thirst of gold is straightway 
excited which no extravagance of liberality can 
slake. The knowledge that a Board was sitting to 
collect evidence against the Queen immediately 
gave such testimony a high value in the market of 
Italian perjury ; and happy was the individual who 
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had ever been in her house or admitted to her 
presence; his fortune was counted to be mSide. 
Nor were they who had viewed her mansion, or 
had only known the arrangements of her villa, 
without hopes of sharing in the golden prize. To 
have even seen her pass, and to have noted who at- 
tended her person, was a piece of good luck. I'li 
short, nothing, however remotely connected with 
herself, or her family, or her residence, or her habits, 
was without its value among a poor, a sanguine, and 
an imaginative people. It is certain that no more 
ready way of proving a case, like the charge of 
criminal intercourse, can be found, than to have it 
first broadly asserted for a fact ; because, this being 
once believed, every motion, gesture, and look is 
at once taken as proof of the accusation, and the 
two most innocent of human beings may be over- 
whelmed with a mass of circumstances, almost all of 
which, as well as the inferences drawn from them, 
are really believed to be true by those who recount 
or record them. As the treachery of servants was 
the portion of this testimony which bore the high- 
est value, that, of course, was not difficult to 
procure ; and the accusers soon possessed what, in 
such a case, may most tnily be deemed acctesatori 
maxime optandum — not, indeed, confitentes reos, 
but the man-servant of the one, and the maid- 
servant of the other supposed paramour. Nor can 
we look back upon these scenes without some 
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Iktile wonder how tkey aiuHild sot have Added evM^ 
tlie confiienUm ream ; for fiucelj in a 'Cdftuatrf' tid' 
fSartile of iotrigaing mea and abandoned womea-^' 
wJMi^e £d8e oaths, too, giow naturallj, or M'iUi 
only the culture of a gross ignorafiee and a sup^i' 
stitiaua ia^h — ii might have been easy, we idhotiltf'' 
ilttftgiiie, to find some youth like Smeaton la tbfi^ 
of%inal Hariy the Eighth's tiiae,. i«a^y to iaS^%^ 
his ibrtune, both in money and female ^yb^sxA^hf- 
Intending to have enjoyed the aJBTections of otlir 
wioee g^od-nature and easy manners made <h6^ 
approach to h&s person no difficult Blatter at sioh)^ 
time. This defect in the case can only ht »^ 
counted for by supposing that the production 'd9 
such a witness before the English public miglit' 
have appeared somewhat perilous, both to hinn^^]^ 
and to the cause he was brought to prop with \^ 
perjuries. ' ^v 

Accordingly, recourse was had to spies^ when 
tratched all the parties did, and, when they coulti' 
not find a circumstance, would make one; meh 
who chronicled the dinners and the suppers thai? 
were eaten, the walks and the sails that were Qii« 
joyed, the arrangements of rooms and the positicKm 
of bowers, and who, never doubting that tike^^ 
were the occasions and the scenes of endearment 
and of enjoyment, pretended to have witnessed tlie 
one, in order that the other might be supposed 'f' 
but with that inattention to particulars which Fisufc* 
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vid^nce Im ^piH^wt^d .^ the 4Ba?e for, the fidbei 

taiiave seen .{n.^u^Ji.. directions aa . wpi^d have re-^ 
quJLced the r^ys. oi" light to m^v^ nat stmis^^"^ 
ward, bjit roMadftbout. Couriers thai. pried mw 
cg^isigQB >vher^,the trayellersi were paleep , at grejf-r 
dB^light,. pr i^aw J^ th^?. dusk , of dewy eve wkf^U 
th^ own jfeopy pictured,— sailorp who beJi^ed 
that^ yall persons coijld gratify, their animuli 
appetites pn the public jd^ck^ where themselves .bed? 
80 pflcA played the beast'* j^rt^ — lyiug yi^ailuaigir 
wawen^ capable of xejpf^ymg jthe kindne^ia apd^ 
cWrity th^t had laid the foundation of th^^ir . fprh 
tune, with, the treachery th^t could re^ it to .th^. 
lieight of theip: sordid. dei^ires^T— chambermaids^ t^p 
^ refuse of the streets $fkd the common food of wayH 
&jing licentiousness, whose foul fancy cpuld de^ 
vour every mark that beds might, but did B^ 
presei^t tp their , practised eye, — lechers of eidjer 
sex, wlio would fain have gloated over the realitip^ 
of what their liquorish imagination alone bodi^ 
forth, — ^piipaps of hideous ^pect, \fhose prurienit 
glance could penetrate through the keyhole of 
toom^ where the rat shai^d with the bug the sHeoc^ 
of the deserted place — these were the performer^ 
whose exploits the Milan Commissioners chronicle^ 
whose narratives they collected, and whose e^thibit 
tion upon the great stage of the first tribunal of ^ 
the earth they sedulously and . zealously pr^epared 
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by frequent rehearsal. Yet, with all these helps 
to success, with the unlimited supply of fancy and 
of ^Isehood which the character of the people fur- 
nished, with the very body -servants of the parties 
hired by their wages, if not bought with a price 
— such an array only could be produced as the 
whole world at once pronounced insufficient to 
support any case, and as even the most prejudiced 
of assemblies in the accuser's favour turned from 
with scorn and disgust. 

The arrival of the Queen in this country, on 
the accession of George IV., was the signal for 
proceeding against her. A green hag was immedi- 
ately sent down to the two Houses of Parliament, 
containing the fruits of the Milanese researches ; 
and a Bill of Pains and Penalties was prepared for 
her destruction. Such was the proceeding of the 
Court, remarkable enough, certainly, in itself — sufB* 
ciently prompt — abundantly daring — and unques- 
tionably pregnant with grave consequences. The 
proceeding of the country was more prompt, more 
decided, and more remarkable still. The people 
all in one voice Demurred to the Bill. They said, 
" Suppose all to be true which her enemies allege, 
we care not : she was ill-used ; she was persecuted ; 
she was turned out of her husband's house ; she 
was denied the rights of a wife as well as of a mo- 
ther; she was condemned to live the life of the 
widow and the childless, that he who should have 
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been her comforter might live the life of an adult- 
erous libertine ; and she shall not be trampled 
down and destroyed to satiate his vengeance or 
humour his caprice.** This was the universal feel- 
ing that occupied the country. Had the whole 
facts as charged been proved by a cloud of unim- 
peachable witnesses, such would have been the 
universal verdict of that country, the real jury 
which was to try this great cause, and so wide of 
their object would the accusers have found them- 
selves at the very moment when they might have 
fancied the day their own. This all men of sense 
and reflection saw ; this the Ministers saw ; this, 
above all, the sagacious Chancellor very clearly 
saw with the sure and quick eye which served his 
long and perspicacious head ; but this Sir John 
Leach never could be brought for a moment even 
to comprehend, acute as he was, nor could his 
royal friend be made to conceive it; because, 
though both acute men, they were utterly blinded 
by the passions that domineered in the royal breast 
and the conceited arrogance that inspired the vulgar 
adviser. 

But if the Ministers saw all these things, and if 
they moreover were well aware — as who was not ? — 
^hatthe whole country was excited to a pitch of 
rage and' indignation bordering upon rebellion, 
and that the struggle, if persisted in against a 
people firmly resolved to stand between the Court 
and its prey, must hurry them into wide-spreading 
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tnsxnrreetfoti — how, it \rill be asked, was it possible 
that those Mhsisters — whose hatred of the biQ 
must have been as great as their apprehensions of 
its oonsequences were grave, and who had not the 
i^adow of an interest in its ^te, except that it 
should instantly be abandoned— could be brought' 
to sanction a proceeding fraught not only with 
every mischief to the country, but with the ex?- 
tremest peril to themselves ? The great difficulty 
of answering this question must be confessed ; nor 
is it lessened by the reflection that at the head of 
the Government in those days there were men 
whose prudence was more striking than any other 
quality ; men cautious, unpretending, commonplacei 
itnd loving place, like Lord Liverpool ; wary, cold, 
circumspect, though of unflinching courage, like 
Lord Castlereagh ; far-sighted, delighting in seeing 
all difflculties that existed, and many that did nojt, 
like Lord Eldon ; above all, so flrm-minded a mai) 
as the Duke of Wellington, — a man, too, so honour- 
able in all his feelings, and so likely to influenee 
the councils, if he failed to turn aside the desires^ 
pf the Sovereign. The defenders of the Minister^ 
never aflected fo doubt the mischievous nature of 
the whole proceeding ; they admitted all their opi- 
nions to be strongly and decidedly against it ; they 
saw, and confessed that they saw, all the dangers 
to which it exposed the country; they did not 
deny that it was the mere personal wish of th^ 



OEOEGi Xy. 45 

Iting ; and that it was the bounden duty, as well 
as the undoubted interest of his Ministers, peremp- 
torily to refuse their assistance to ^uch a wicked 
and hopeless project ; — admitting^ all the while, 
that as the bill never could be carried through 
and executed, all the agitation with which so mon- 
strous an attempt was convulsing the country had 
absolutely not a chance of success, in so far aa 
concerned the King's object. Then, what reason 
•did they assign for the Ministers lending them- 
selves to such an enormity? It seems incredible, 
but it is true, that the only ground ever hinted at 
was the King's fixed determination, and the risk 
his Ministers ran of losing their places if they 
thwarted him in his &vourite pursuit 1 Tes^ as if 
the loss of office was like the loss of life/ and they 
Jiad no power of refusing, because refusal was 
death, they crouched to that command, rather 
than yield to which, men of integrity and of firm* 
ness would have faced actual death itself. It is 
certain, that had the Duke of Wellington been 
longer in civil life, and attained his due weight in 
the councils of the Government, that weight which 
this great statesman has since so eminently ac- 
quired, he would have taken this and no other 
view of the question ; but it is equally certain 
that the Ministers at large betrayed the same 
submissive obedience to their master's will, showed 
the same dread of facing his displeasure, which 
unnerves the slaves of the Eastern tyrant whe^ 
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hfe voice echbes through the vaults of the seraglio, 
(it easts them prostrate before his feet, as the scimi- 
tar's edge glances in their eye, and the bowstring- 
twangs on their ear. 

The course taken by the leading supporters' 
of the Queen rendered the conduct of the Govem- 
ifteht still more despicable. It was early announced 
iSy Mr. Brougham* In the House of Commons that 
nothing could be more safe than for the Mini«- 
tets to refiise carrying through the bill, because, if 
the King after that, should venture to dismias 
l^tn on account of their refusal, no man among 
their adversaries would venture to take office from 
wiiich the former occupants had been driven for re*- 
fUsing' to d^bandon their duty, and fly in the peopled 
ftice. The King at once perceived the tendency 
df this announcement; and he skilfully met It 
in the oYily way that could be devised for counter- 
slcting that tendency. He gave his Ministers to un- 
derstand, that if he turned them out for refusing to 
g6 on with the bill, he should take their adversaries 
into their places without requiring them to adopt 
or support it. The contrivance was certainly 
nbt without ingenuity ; but a little reflection must* 
have! satisfied even the most timorous place-holder 
tfaii he had little to fear from so senseless a resolu^ 
tion, and that, as long as the Whigs refused to out- 
bid theto for the royal favour in the only stock ' 
wjhlfcli had any value at Carlton House,' support 
of the biU) there wa^ jio'thinice trhiteVer of ^thett^. 
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bcriitg taken into ofRce on any other terms. There 
surely must be something in official life as sweet 
as natural life is supposed to be, and something 
peculiarly horrible to statesmen in the bare possi- 
bility of political death-— else why this pleaslbg 
hope, this fond desire, this longing after longevity 
—•or why this dread of dissolution that makes the 
soul shrink back upon itself? But in one material 
particular the two kinds of life and death widely 
differ. The official's death-bed is not cheered by 
any hopes of immortality. The world to Which 
he now looks forward is another, but not a better 
world. He knows full sure that, from the pl^i^* 
ing state of being to which he has been soloAg 
used, and so fondly clings, he must instantly, on 
the great change taking place, be plunged into thA 
dreary night of a placeless existence ; be cast away 
with other mournful ghosts on the tempest-beaten 
coast of Oppo^tion, there t6 wander uncertain of 
ever again being summoned from that inhospitable 
shore, or visiting the cheerftil glimpses of the courtly 
day. Hence it is, that while men of ordinary 
pdwers are daily seen to meet ddath in the breach 
for honour or patriotism, hardly any can be found, 
ev^n among the foremost men of any age, whose 
nerVes are firm enough to look in the face the 
termination of official existence ; and none but one 
bereft of his senses ever makes himself a voluntary 
sacrifice for his principles or his country. The. 
Mlftisteis of 1820 numbered not among therii 
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way one so void of political reason as to foDov 
Mr. Caamog'i ndble example, and all were re*- 
sfilTed to forego the discharge of every dut j, and 
incar, both tJben and ever after, the loudest re- 
j^soaehes, rather than put to iiazard the existence 
of the Administration. 

The people, we have said, in one voice Demur- 
red to the Bil], and plainly indicated that^ if every 
tiittie of the chaises against the Queen VFere proved, 
or were admitted to be true, they would not suffer 
her to be sacrificed to the rage of one who bad no 
nglLtwhatevei: to complain of her conduct were it 
e^4Br so bad. But this feeling did not prevent 
them from also being prepared^ in justice towaxds 
her character, to take issue lapon the faxst ; and ac- 
oordingiy the trial before the Lords was looked to 
viAih the most universal And painful anxiety, though, 
with a confidence which Bothing oould shake. Afler 
fijstrenuous but unavailing attempt to arrest the pro- 
gress of the measure, and fiing out the hiR on the 
first reading, her Majesty'^ counsel, Mr. Brougham 
her Attorney, and Mr. i>enman her Solicitor 
Greneral, prepared to resist it upon the merits of 
the case, to meet the evidence of the Milan Conv- 
missioners, and to defend their august client from 
every accusation.* An adjournment of some weeks 
was allowed the promoters of the measure to pie- 

* Her other <GO(m8el -were Mr. Justice WiUioins, Mr. Ser- 
JesDt Wilde. Mr., now Lord Chief Justice Tiadal, «Bd Dr. 
Loshington. 



GSORGK IV. 49 

pare their ease; the Parinunenty instead of tte 
usual proTDgatlozi^ remained sitting, tiuragh tfti 
Commons adjourned from time to time ; and tto 
17th pf Augist vrfts fixed for the ofienii^ of-tbi* 
extraordinary cause. AH that public expeetatioir 
and anxiety excited to the highest pitch eould lend' 
of interest to any trial, was here combinfedy with the 
unexampled attendance dally of all th^ Peers of tbe 
empire, the assistance of all the judges of thie Iaii4^' 
the constant presence of the Commons, a vast eo»^ 
course of spectator. The Queen several times pio» 
ceeded to the House in state, accompanied by bef 
suite ; and occupied a seat near her ^ounsd, bul^ 
within the bar. The Nobles best known to tii^ 
surrounding multitude were greeted on their wvy' 
to and from Westminster with 'expressions oi po^ 
pular feeling, friendly or hostile, according as thi^ 
were known to take part with or again$t her ]Dia« 
jesty ; but, on the whole, extraordinary tranquUliIyi 
prevailed. This was very much owing to the «tn« 
doubted confidence of a fiivourable result, whieb* 
kept possesion of the people from tlie very firsi; 
fbr when the depositicm of the chief witness against- 
the Queen had proved very detrimental to her case( 
and her adversaries were exulting before his cros$^ 
examination had destroycxi his credit, very alarsfe^ 
ing indications of iri*itatton and rage were p«r* 
ceived, extending from the people to the troops then 
forming the garrison of the capital. Nor were. 
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tkere wanting those who judged it fortunate for 
the peace of the empire and the stability of the 
throne, that so popular a Prince and so very deteiw 
mined a man as the Duke of Kent was not ih&i 
living to place himself at the head of the Queen's 
party, espoused as that was by the military no less 
than by the civil portion of the community. 

After great and memorable displays of eloqu^ice 
and professional skill on all sides, it was found that 
the case had &,iled entirely ; and the bill, which for 
so many months had agitated the whole countiy^ 
was at length, on the 7 th of November, withdrawn. 
It is said that the advisers of the Queen were dis- 
satisfied with the conduct of that party to which 
they, generally speaking, belonged, the Whigs*— 
because these might have much more shortly made 
an end of the case. There were several periods in 
the proceeding which offered the firmest ground for 
that 'great and powerful body to act with decisive 
effect; espousing as it did the right side of the 
question, but espousing it feebly, and not very con- 
sistently. If at any of those points they had made 
a strenuous resistance, and refused to proceed far- 
ther, though they might have been defeated by a 
small majority, the conductors of the Queen's case 
would have at once withdrawn from a proceeding 
which presented daily to the indignant world the 
spectacle, most abhorrent to every right feeling, of 
justice outraged no less in form than in substance. 
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Had they retired from this scene of mackwy aiid 
, vexation, the country was so entirely with them, 
that the Lords never would have ventured to pro- 
ceed in their absence.* But fate ordered it others- 
wise : the whole case on both sides was exhausted to 
the very dregs ; and, the accusation failing, the 
Ministers were fain, on carrying one vote by only a 
majority of seven, to withdraw tlieir master's bill 
and leave him to himself. There is every reasmi 
to believe that they were too happy to have so good 
a pretence for sounding a retreat from their hazard* 
Qus position ; and they retted satisfied with allowing 
the King to continue the same petty warfare of aft* 
noyance and insult in which the royal veteran had 
formerly reaped so many laurels, only refusing him 
any more Bills of Attainder^ 
. Under such aggressions upon her peace and the 
comforts of all her associates and supporters, after 
a struggle of less than a year, the gallant natui^ 
sunk, which had borne up against all neglect, braved 

* The difficulties in which the Whig leaders then were 
placed hardly fell short of those of the Ministers. Than 
Lord Grey*s whole conduct nothing could be more noble: 
whether the powers which he displayed or the honest Inde- 
pendence of his demeanour be regarded. But we must re- 
strain ourselves from the subject, so inviting, of sketching that 
amiable, honourable, and highly gifted person's character — 
offering such a brilliant contrast to many of whom we have 
spoken. 
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the pitiless storms of incessant afmoyance, and finall]f 
triumphed over the highest perils with which per- 
secution could surround her. The people continuecl 
firmly her friend, but the upper classes were, as j 
usual, found unable to face the frowns or resist the 
blandishments of the Court. As long as the inter- 
est of the contest continued, and popular i&yoiir 
could be gained by taking the r%ht side, these aris- 
tocratic partisans could defy, or thought they eonld 
defy, the royal displeasure ; but when the recite- 
ment had subsided, and no -precise object seemed 
furthered by any more popularity, they were d»*> 
posed, some to regain lost fitvour elsewhere, almost 
all to avoid widening the breach. There woald be 
no use in concealing the truth, were it not already 
well known ; the Queen's circle became daily more 
and more contracted ; her cause was as much as 
ever allowed to be that of right and justice ^ her 
husband's conduct that of a tyrant destitute alike of 
> feeling and of honour ; but he was powerful andahe 
was weak ; so the sentiment most generally felt was, 
that the subject was irksome, that it might as well 
now be dropped, that there were never such atro- 
cities as the Prince had committed, nor such balls 
as he well and wisely gave from time to time ; and 
that, if the sense of public duty commanded votes 
and speeches against the Bill in either House of 
Parliament, a feeling of what was due to near and 
dear relatives dictated the private duty of eschewing 
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all that could close against their fiushionable Emilias 
the doors of Carlton House. In this state of the 
public mind) the resolution of the Queen once more 
to leave a country where her lot had been so 
wretched, would, upon its being disclosed, have 
produced very different effects in the various parts 
of the community. The people would have felt 
general concern, probably great, perhaps just dis- 
pleasure; the Aristocracy, even its Liberal mem- 
bers, would have rejoiced at the removal of an irk- 
some inconvenience. This plan, when on the eve 
of being carried into execution, was frustrated by 
Her Majesty's death. Exhausted by long-continued 
and unremitted persecution, and suffering severely by 
the signal fitilure of an attempt to attend the coro- 
nation, ill devised and worse executed, because plan- 
ned against the peremptory remonstrances of her 
law advisers, and executed without any of her ac- 
customed firmness of purpose, she was stricken with 
a malady that baffled all the resources of the medi- 
cal art, and she expired, after declaring to her chief 
adviser, in an affecting interview, that she was happy 
to die, for life had never been to her any enjoyment 
since her early years, and was now become a heavy 
burthen. 

It is remarkable that the extreme fondness for 
young children which had twice before led her into 
trouble, should have caused her to do the only re- 
volt. III. D 
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preheusible act of her latter days.* The sUloption df 
the sailmaker's child had led to the ^^ Delicate In- 
vestigation, '' as it was called, of 1 806 ; thd delight 
she took in the child of one of her attendants, when 
in Italy, was the cause of all the favour which the 
fiither enjoyed in her household ; and now her love 
of the child of her chaplain induced her to make room 
for the parents in her establishment, removing Lord 
and Lady Hood, whose services during her last per- 
secution had been all that the most devoted attach- 
ment could render, and whose rank fitted them for 
the place according to the strictness of Court etl- 

* In the acts which caased this celebrated Princess to be 
-"sbmetimes taxed with the habitoal ingnrthbdfe <>f her Wce, 
soin^faig may always be aikrredfor inoonsistency and want 
af rfiflection. A stril^ng instance of this occurred on the .4^ 
feat of the Bill, in 1820. Mr. Brougham waited upon her to 
announce it, and tender his congratulations. -She iostafitly 
said that there was a sum of 7000/. at Mr. D' Kinnaiiii'ft^Ae 
banker's), which she desiredlum to take, ]\ijnae\f, and distd- 
bute .4000/. of it among his learned coadjutors. This he of 
.course refused. Her Majesty would take no refusal, but the 
day after recurred to the subject, and insisted on his laying her 
toinmandB before her other CooniieU Tkty all joined in the 
.teq>ectfiil reftusaL A few weeks after^ Mr. Kini^Bir^ siig- 
gested that the salaries of h&r law officers were in arrear, 
• they never having been paidl The sum was under 2001., 
but she peremptorily refused to have it paid off— and ^ech 
this arrear, and all their, other proftanonal emoluments, on 
the ordinary scaSie, were first paid after her decease by the 
Treasury, among the oth^r expenses of the cause ! 
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QUQtt^. It is^^natter worthy of observation, that 
during the three hours of wandering which imme* 
dlately preceded her decease, the names of any of 
the persons with whoijti she had been accused of im- 
proper cpnduct never escaped her lips ; while she 
const0.ntly spoke of their children, — a remarkable 
circumstance, if it be considered that the control of 
reason and discretion was then wholly withdrawn. 

The body of the Queen lay in state at her villa 
nearHammersmitli, and was conveyed through the 
metropolis attended by countless multitudes of the 
people. The King was then in Dublin, receiving 
those expressions of loyal affection in which our 
Irii^h fellow-subjects so lavishly deal, more espe- 
cially when they are £lled with expectations of 
thereby gaining some &,vourite object* Indeed, 
Mr. O'Connell himself, in consideration that money 
enough had not been spent in providing palaces, 
headed a . proposition £br building ^ mansion, by 
subscription ; but this, like so many other promises 
and threats^ proved mere noise and bluster, not 
. poe iarthii^g ever having been subscribed^ nor any 
one step, probably, tajkev,. after all this vapour. 
The Ministers, therefore, in their Master^s absence, 
and , heaving no ordeps fcom him, could only con- 
jecture his wishes and , sict accordingly. They 
therefore called out the troops to prevent the fune- 
ral procession from passing through the City, and 
a struggle ensued with the people, which ended in 

d2 
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the loss oi* life. Except that the funeral was 
turned aside at Hyde Park, this unjustifiable pro- 
ceeding produced no eiFect ; for, after moving 
along part of the New Road, it came back, sup- , 
ported by a countless multitude, and entered the 
Strand near Temple Bar so as to traverse the whole 
City. The inscription upon the coffin, dictated by 
the Queen herself — " Caroline of Brunswick, the 
murdered Queen of England" — made some eccle- 
siastical authorities refuse it admission into the 
churches, on its way to the port of embarkation, 
where it arrived, accompanied by the executors — 
Mr. Sergeant Wilde and Dr. Lushington, attending 
the remains of their royal client to the place of 
her final repose in Brunswick. The indecent haste 
with which the journey to Harwich was performed 
excited indignation in all, surprise in none. Nor 
was there perhaps ever witnessed a more striking 
or a more touching scene than the anbarkation 
displayed. Thousands of all ranks thickly covered 
the beach ; the sea, smooth as glass, was alive with 
boats and vessels of every size, their colours floating 
half-mast high, as on days consecrated to mourning. 
The sun shone forth with a brightness which made 
a contrast to the gloom that shrouded every face ; 
the sound of the guns booming across the water at 
intervals impressed the solemnity upon the ear. 
Captains, grown grey in their country's service, 
were seen to recal the Princess's kindness and 
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charities, whereof they had be^i the witnesses or 
the ministers, unable to restrain the tears that 
poured along their scarred cheeks. At length the 
crimson coffin was seen slowly to descend from the 
crowded pier, and the barge that received it 
wheeled through the water, while the gorgeous 
flag of England floated over the remains of the 
^' Murdered Queen," whose suflerings had so power- 
fully awakened the English people's sympathy, and 
whose dust they now saw depart from their shores 
for ever, to mingle with the ashes of an illustrious 
race of heroes, — smitten with feelings in which it 
would be vain to deny that a kind of national 
remorse at her murder exacerbated their deep com- 
miseration for her untimely end. 

Let it not be supposed that, in sketching the 
characters of George lY. and his Queen, this pen 
has been guided by the feelings of party violence 
to excuse the errors of the injured party, or ex- 
aggerate the ofl'ences of the wrongdoer. The 
portrait which has here been painted of him is 
undoubtedly one of the darkest shade, and most 
repulsive form. But the fiiults which gross in- 
justice alone could pass over without severe repro- 
bation, have been ascribed to their true cause, — ^the 
corrupting influence of a courtly education, and 
habits of unbounded self-indulgence upon a nature 
originally good ; and, although the sacred rules of 
morality forbid us to exonerate from censure even 
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tibe admitted victim of drtumslant^ds so UwfHeiiidlj^ 
to virtue, charity, as well as cahdotir, perttiit irs t^ 
add, that those circuinstaace^ lihduld bear'a ikf 
larger share of the reprehension than the individua!, 
who may wtell claim our pity, while he incurs ouf 
censure. ■ . •" 

It is impossible to close the sketch of tlie^ tvf^ 
exalted piersonages without a reflation sugg^ested 
by the effbcts which were produced upon the public 
mind by the two most remarkable Events cobneet^ 
with their' personal history-^-the death of th^ J?^4M^i 
cess Charlotte, and the persecution of the Que^n. - 

To those who witnessed the universal and dSe^ 
affliction fntb which the nation was plunged by'thtg 
Ibirmeir event, no description bf the' scene is c^Ce^ 
sary^— ro tho^6 who saw it not, all descti^titm w6tild 
Mt in convening an adequate idea of the truths 'li 
was as if each hoilse had been suddenly ber^ved'df 
a fevourife 'child. The whole country ^It'tlie 
brlow, as if It had been levelled at every fiutilly 
^llhiri its bounds. While the't^rs of all classes 
'^ow^, and the manfi^r isex itself was softened to 
pityj the female imagination was occupied, be^t- 
'^^ed, distta4H:ied, and the labours of chHd-bearing 
dihsed iniiUi^erable victiihs among thtise whotn ti^b 
indfi^nt-had struck dbwn to the gronnd. Yfei tftfe 
^fiidt-of a young womau dying m childbed was 'any- 
tiling' rather thali out 6f"tiie course of nature ; 
-e*feiiilfy ^rM rt'^t^ fri iw^i^h it mtii6t}k^&i 



every iw>pth-^p<M9|U|r. oot a.pa,ri«bpfl any.fs^teot, 
Ui whic^ it did wt. oeqat . every yeiir ; and ia 
Rfiitlier town , nor parish, bad the eyeot ever^ pro-> 
duc^ th^ least a^n^ation beyoi^id the walU of tl\Q 
boiise.in. wbiieh tbe,;noiixn£ul sqe^e took pl^cf^ < 

So the maltreatment, however gross, of ja wife 
hy. her .h^isliaQii.ia lyitaippily by no mfiaos aix eypnt 
0f rare qecurreaoe. it i& not often, certainly, that 
sq; Gr\iel and arb^rsgry a couxf^ of conduct has been 
puri^ued as that of George lY.. towards hi» contort.; 
b^t, t^en 'Case^ .oCeven greater, brutality frequently 
occur, and pas* with but tittle notice beypnd the 
vQiy fmall; circ^ of tho^i^.jiniaddiatcily connived 
with the .parties. , ^i|t the.f^a^e, of. Queen Caro^iii^ 
filing tlfQ.whole.eouo^ry iutq a 9^t<^ of .ex:iei^^Qnt 
9ply ..equalled ju universality, and. inj^sene^s^ by ,the 
pangjif f4i gT^ief. fcJli fqr. her daughter's .d^th. tw9 
-y^a^ .before^., Ev|^ f^unUy ix^e the t^use .its 
own. Everyjpoan^ ev^iry.wpmaQ, took pajrt in the 
Jjray^ Party animosities, pe^n^i^ difFeuenipes, ^^^ ' 
suspeud^, to join with an ii^red Yidfi^,agi^n3t< b^ 
tyw^t Aijusb^d., The pow^ pf fiover^gpty itself 
w^ ahakpn.ito its. centra The miUtaxy .and the 
aril po^eiB bore .^^ir part iq the struggle whipb 
threatened thie DOLipi^rcl^y. .with destrupt^pn^ fli^ 
pciople were so pauch eacaspi^mted that they, ^refusied 
to the inj|ured. pi^rty herself the right to judge of 
her own inj^jies. Wh^ she inldfuateda^wish to 
.s^ithdra.^ Awtt ^n^less p^g»e^jitio% ^md puta-ipe- 
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riod to incessant annoyance, by retiring from the 
oountiy , the multitude were roused to frenzy by the 
bare mention of such a movement, and would have 
sacrificed to their infuriated sense of the Queen's 
injuries those advisers who should have honestly 
counselled her retirement, nay, the Queen herself, 
who really wished to go away, and restore the peace 
of the kingdom, while she consulted her own 
repose. So great was the diversity in the public 
consideration of a royal and a private family 
quarrel ! 

The treatment experienced by the King himself 
affords an additional illustration of the extreme 
fiivour in which kings are holden by their subjects 
in these realms. Than George IV. no prince was 
ever more unpopular while his father lived and 
reigned ; nor could any one have been astonished 
more than that Either would have been could he 
hsi^e seen tlie difiPerent eyes with which his son 
was regarded, when heir apparent to his throne, 
and when filling it as his successor. He would 
then have learnt how much of his own popularity 
depended upon his station, how little upon his 
personal fitness for the office. The Regency b^an : 
it was the period of our greatest military glory ; all 
our warlike enterprises were crowned with success ; 
the invincible Napoleon was overthrown, and ban- 
ished as a criminal to a colony made penal for his 
special reception. Still the Regent gained no 
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popular favour. At length lils fitther, who had 
long ceased to reign, and, for any purposes of our 
rational nature, to exist, ceased also to live. The 
Begent now only changed his name and style ; for 
he had eight years before succeeded to the whole 
powers of the Crown. They who remember the 
winter of 1820 must be aware that the same indi- 
vidual who a week before the death of George III. 
had travelled to and fro on the Brighton and 
Windsor roads without attracting more notice than 
any ordinary way^uring man, was now, merely 
because his name was changed to King from Be- 
gent, greeted by crowds of loyal and curious 
subjects, anxious to satiate their longing eyes with 
the sight of a king in name ; the reality of the regal 
office having been before the same eyes for eight 
years, and passed before them absolutely unnoticed. 
In a few months came the Queen, and her trial 
speedily followed. The unpopularity\>f the Mo- 
narch was now renewed in more than its former 
generality and virulence. Nor was any prince, in 
any age or country, ever more universally or more 
deeply hated than George lY. during the year 
1 820. The course of the proceeding — his discom- 
fiture in an attempt more tyrannical than any of 
Henry VIII.'s, and carried on by more base con- 
trivances — ^his subsequent oppression of his consort 
in every way — ^her melancholy end, the victim of 
his continued persecution — ^were assuredly ill cal- 

d3 
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ewlated to (lessep;! tbe> populap indlg^iiaKion^^r'(t0 
tam >w«ll#-meiitad «oorn Hita-'eFeD'tfufferaiid^'ftar 
less: respect Yet suoh Ab- tfaer naitifre- •foceei'Xif 
reaetiod in &votir. of .Il|]^l per&onagfis,' that Jie 
vrho a f«ir ncwthfl beft)i» durat as «ocKa fatlrewalfcfti 
inio'the flanoies'as mtQ-nut aasembiy «f ]ukrstb|ieof^ 
in «an^ iiart of the «iii{»Bre, wtus weE ijiefseivedijlii 
pd^io wherever he chosen to go^ and > was. haiiled 
by fak Irish sab|eGtB iather asa god than 'a man, 
he' having notoriimsly afaaadohed the|Riiicifto'he 
onoe' professed- in ^rrour ef* that iTiih fitoj^iftnH 
theivt|4ghts.- .. . * • r 

' The aoeesaiiMrof the ptesent'Qtieeii'was-ipuppos^ 
by soiae to be rather, a Tudeitraaliof the.aiekiai^- 
chio^ pritictpie,^ Inasmuch as a yono^'ladyt.^ 
eighteezi, suddenly transplanted from J the »uirs^^ 
to the throne^ loight, bukw ■ gneat soever hibt 4|ualt- 
fioatioiis,. beidtedm^ hatdly fiti^t (hifie' to hb)d< %e 
seqptze of sneh aldagdoBsttin sueb llmeSk tBisit^ 
sfsprehesisJons on the BMkjefi^rMmt ba.y^ jn^k^s^^ 
teased) when it was observed itbut rthereibrok^^cH^ 
all oijier Ih^joeantryianF iixigov^fDftbl^Jpfkn)!^ 
kgraliaffeetion .towards theJllustmus' lady^.s^fObr^ 
no* people eveiifdiowed even tomOnArch^eadsar^^ 
long and glorious reigns over subjects uponi^ufhiQ^ 
their wisdom or their valour had showered down 
innumerable beh^fit^i The iexpectatibn bor^ the 
.]^a,^e of realit^y. ,., Th^ Que^n wa^ bjelieyed tp hfltije 
^itsary good<<|naMty that it wasjdesicalild shfi^evld 



possess^ ' Tiiev# waa al fkhyiiiGAl impefidlbility* loftiier 
en^r having done anything- to eaitn the gratitude of 
liersabjectiy becavs^ she had only* reigned ftdayj 
and.ycft the most ea^titaitagant profesaions of attaehf> 
meAt to- heir fwescm and teal &r^ her ohuractec bunt 
^rtk from the whole eoimtry, as if she had ruled 
half a eentury and had nerer sufiered a day to pass 
without'Oonfenring some benefit upon her people^ 
m»rever fUliBn.into any of the errors incident to 
human weakneBB. It is true that the best friends 
both of the soyeireig^ and of the monarchy viewed 
this unreflecting loyalty with distrust, and su^ected 
that. a people^ thus reodjif to woiish^» idols made 
with titeir own hands, inighto&e day break their 
'handywork'^that they < who leoiild be so- very gxate*- 
Ihl iev nothings might hereafter show ingnBCitode 
for real •j&veiirB,'*<-aiid Itet, haTing, without any 
g^unds beyond the crebtion of > tfacftr &ney^ pro- 
fessed their v^emtton for an unknown individua}, 
ihey might afterwscrds, with jnst as little reason, 
show negleet or disMk^e. Bdt at any rate the feel- 
ihg df enthusiastic loya^y and devotion to the 
fioVefelgU) merely b^causb she was a soveitdfii, 
cotridnot be doubted, and it could not be er- 

oeecteiK 

« • ■ . , 

* It is hardly necessary to pbserve that lyo opinioiis what- 
ever disrespectful or unkind towards the illustrious persons 
mentioned in these three paragraphs can be intended to he 
ooiiYdyedi What as said of the Queen's .pen9«etttioiis «iiffi- 



64 STATESMEN OF TIME OF GEORGE III* 

And can it, after all these passages in our recent 
hifltory, be said that the English people are of a 
republican tendency — that they care little for the 
afikirs of princes or their smiles^^that they are in- 
different to, or impatient of, kingly government ? 
Rather let it be aslced if there is on the &ce of the 
globe any other people to whom the fortunes and 
the favour of kings and queens are so dear an ob- 
j^t of concern? The people of France, under 
their Grand Monarque, may have made themselves 
ridiculous by changing the gender of a word per- 
manently, when their prince by mistake called for 
" mon carrosse ;" the Romans may have affected a 
twisted neck to imitate the personal defect of Augus- 
tus ; these were rather the base flatteries of courtly 
parasites than the expression of feelings in which 
the public at large bore any part. The barbarians 
of Russia flocking to be murdered by their savage 
Czar, or the slaves of Eastern tyrants kissing the 
bowstring that is to end their existence, act under 
the immediate influence of strong and habitual re- 
ligious feeling — the feeling that makes men quail 
and bow before a present divinity. But no ipeoglej 
no rational set of men, ever displayed to an ad- 
miring world the fondness for kings and queens, 

dently proves this. In regard to the present Sovereign, it 
may be added that the above passage was written early in 
February, 1838, and before the harsh and unjust treatment 
which has lately been shown towards her. 
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the desire to find favour in the royal sight, the en- 
tire absorption in loyal contemplations, which lias 
generally distinguished the manly, reflecting, free- 
born English nation. 

It is commonly said that the Irish far exceed us 
in yielding to mere impulses; and certainly the 
scenes at Dublin in 1821 are well calculated to 
keep alive fhis impression. But the excess on that 
memorable occasion was not great over what had 
been witnessed in this country, and extraordinary 
pains were undoubtedly taken to make it believed 
that George lY. was favourably disposed towards 
his Irish subjects, nay, that he could be talked, and 
hurraed, and addressed over, as it were, and deluded 
by fine honeyed phrases and promises, of subscription, 
into abandoning his new opinions, as he had before 
given up his old. The balance, therefore, between 
the two nations being struck, it can hardly be said 
that the sister kingdom materially excels our own 
country in the zealous afiection for m^re royalty. 

It is very manifest, therefore, that the notion is 
wholly groundless which represents the cause of 
Royalty to be more un&vourably regarded in these 
kingdoms than elsewhere. A broad and a deep foun- 
dation exists in all the feelings, tastes, and habits 
of the people for building up a solid monarchical 
structure. Principles of policy, opinions upon the 
relative merits of different systems, are the result 
of reason and reflection : they may be propagated, 
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may be acquired ; they may be stirengthened,' tiia^ 
be impaired ; nay, tfaey may give place to otfier 
views taken up after experience and on de- 
liberate consideration; and the formation or the 
change of such sentiments is never within the power 
of the rnlers or the instructors of the community-. 
But these sentiments, also, are much less to be re- 
lied upon for support in any crisis, a)id they are 
far less to be dreaded in any alteration which they 
may undergo, than the strong feelings born with 
men, and constituting a part of their very nature 
— ^feelings which they have not learned at the 
school of state afi^rs, or had inculcated by their 
instructors, or dictated by their leaders, but which 
form about as much a portion of their mentah con- 
stitution, and almost influence it as much, as the 
blood that fills their veins does the structure and 
the functions of the body. This invaluable secu- 
rity the monarchical principle has in England, and 
it must, therefore, be the fault of the monarch, and 
his family, and his servants, if it should ever prove 
ineffectual to save the Crown. 

But there is no greater danger besetting that 
Crown than will arise from a disposition to rely too 
much upon the strong national love of monarchy 
which has just been feebly portrayed. That its 
strength and elasticity is great, no man can doubt ; 
that it possesses a singularly restorative virtue, a 
wonderful power of recovering the kingly authority 
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aj^^ the rudest ^hpcjEs wjUicb. it can s^ataip, }» cer- 
tain \ b^t it may be stre^cbed till it cracks, ^d it 
may l^^, relaxed by top frequpnjt use. . A ^ise and 
aprudent for^ig^t^ |too, ^iU teach, the sover^iigQ 
a^4^^ servants, that the aata^oist pnji;iciple, ever 
at vorjL, may bptli oo^yiire.vp. a,.jt9rm A^hicb caa- 
npt be weathered, apd may gpraduaUy undenniini.% 
ai)d, a3 it were, eat into, that habitual devotipn to 
royalty which, if the monarchy have but fidr play« 
.seems powerful epough to carry it through all 
ordinary trials. 
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LORD ELDON. 



During the whole of the Regency and the greater 
part of his reign, George IV.'s councils were 
directed by Lord Liverpool, but the power which 
kept his ministry together was in reality the Chan- 
cellor, Lord Eldon ; nor did it exist for a day when 
that powerful aid was withdrawn. For, although 
this eminent person did not greatly excel in debate, 
although he personally had no followers that could 
be termed a party, and although he certainly was 
of little service in deliberation upon state afiairs 
from the turn of his mind, fertile rather in objec- 
tions than expedients, he yet possessed a consum- 
mate power of managing men, an admirable address 
in smoothing difficulties with princes, of whom he 
had large experience, and a degree of political 
boldness where real peril approached, or obstacles 
seemingly insurmountable were to be got over^ that 
contrasted strongly with his habits of doubting 
about nothing, and conjuring up shadowy embar- 
rassments, and involving things of little moment in 
imaginary puzzles, the creation of an inventive and 
subtle brain. 

This remarkable person had been one of Mr. 
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Pitt's followers from early life, had filled under 
him the office of Attorney-General during the 
troublous period of the Revolutionary war, and had 
thus been the principal instrument in those perse- 
cutions of his reforming associates which darken 
the memory of that illustrious minister. But when 
the Addington ministry was formed, and Lord 
Loughborough resigned the Great Seal, Lord Eldon, 
who had for a year presided over the Common 
Pleas with great ability and acceptance in West- 
minster Hall, became Chancellor, and formed one 
of the main supports of that useful though feeble 
administration. After first giving peace to the coun- 
try because the burthen of the war could no longer 
be borne, and then breaking it because they had 
not the firmness to remain quiet, or the resolution 
to resist a popular clamour chiefly excited by the 
newspapers, those ministers, having once more 
plunged the country into serious embarrassments, 
were assaulted by a factious league of Pittites, 
Foxites, Grenvilles, and Windhams, and only de- 
fended by two lawyers, Mr. Perceval in the Com- 
mons, Lord Eldon in the Lords. But neither of 
these useful supporters were thoroughly attached 
to the colours under which they fought; both had 
a strong leaning towards the leader of the allies, Mr. 
Pitt, under whom the Whig friends and partisans 
of Lord St. Vincent, the great ornament of the cabi- 
net^ were combined, from factious motives, to over- 
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tluQw it, vpon the gEQUnd <Qfartt(Mk)9g/tiiat gvcAt 
];aan'4. r<3£(>^ini^. ndtpini^txfktion ; »ad<y «ltlieiigli 
fif>M^g eiMild «xc9ed tha wfiti •cut ^iJiUi^f 4he ta|Mc 

defei^p? of tiie citiEiMy y^) aa neittor ;iv«ie aoneiiM^ 
qifp^ciatfy Lp^ EUUmI) |x» n^io^^lheir ancient Fkt 
«f4iui^, it3» IIV0P9 than saspeetedUialiIhe gates i^ 
the§tucrl3on w^r^ opened by 4h»aQhemingAnd pcditi^ 
Ct^ncqllopy who on thi» Qcoa^pn displagred Jus uii«> 
sornpulous. anci undaujMad poJitkail eowrage^. by 
cmrryiog op the^pmmuoioatioiirOfli^ti^te a&iw.willi 
tfie .mpQfMcqbr^Ule hm f^eutties wena ^a- yot .bu^ 
balfr^pr^^ afl^r thpir total aUeaatiop* - .it 

It J^ best that ^e fMUwe lupoD thu leouivkftble 
.pasj^^ge. Qf bojtlv.iheir .Uvie^'*rni^m«[rliable< foit tte 
UgbJ^ it .throws :m>p^ I^ni Eldoo's ttesA cib^M^tiiv/; 
|)echaj|)(s.yet .QM?r^ jne^afj^a^bje ^ot the* x^Seotjion&rto 
w,b^p^ it uiiay()i(|^y,givjeB ri$e upon.th^ Afondtry- 
c^iqil formipfgovefpiip^t.: Thenre is not thel^Mt 
^publ^ wjbat^yar of.thp oxtxf|or4ipary iaqt.tbat^^C^r 
4b^ KiAg had been i^a.stat^.of comp]^te.d^rao9e^ 
ment for sopie weeks, and after the gov^rt^meiit 
^ad.,d,ii|i^ thpsp ;we|Bjks ,b^a icarried^on byjthe 
jq^pi^ters^^i^ithOM^iaviy mo^aroh, important t^a^s^i^ires 
y^W^ iMTPpose^^ to hia^.^nd,hw»pl^»sui»takflni upMi 
tJ^flffififierJMIrvPitfe.resMro/vi Jji^ office^ when, tibe 
SpypT^p wasi 90 Utt^^ fjt; tq ^ej^fymx the. fu^ietions 
of his high station, that Dr. Willis was obliged to 
attend' in the closet theV»fbo^ |.inie of his Aj^ieB^'y 



tl]ie«eiigen4^M» of this fohn bf gDveirkim^ii^ hot 6nVf 
ihi{^ th« Monarcir «s6rcising hrs dtot^tion tipmi 
flabjectsrwholiy ftbove^e reet($hof his underststiid- 
ingfon Dittay loet^asions^; mijt oiftly ititt^lve thid h^ 
tJeiseity of the tiiostiidiffie^lt^e^i^i^^ "b^ln!!^ eoti^ 
eddered and deteniMiied by> c^D^^whoHy* ineat>abte 
by nftture, or unfitted by eduoatld!^, i6 l^ompi^6iid 
any f)ortioii of them; not' only «3tp08ef the di^faltdb 
vi a gf«a^ peo^ile to thermit of 'being swftyed bya 
|wnon 49if • them^nest eap^ily, <^ by an ^n6Hmt 
and 'injex]^rieneed oMldj but oei^iOnaSly l^ead' to 
the still mdi*e= revoking a1:A»Hrdity of A sovereigh 
dire<iting Ih6 affair lof the relthn-^oni^ting with 
t^ keeper of hi»<kmmmc^^iHf^attriu)s^ r^gni,*^- 
whll^lMinad^docMir i^t£knds by a^hasi his as^ifrCati^ 
<aiidi thea^aratbi^ c^ his aH'^r^dy fft^ th^<adJbiM% 
i3dl«»iber, to^^iieti^, by t^ epeirMton of Wfibl^sohib 
leap atjd tfiBedftft* itestraitft^ ITie tbyal patient !n 
tMider, and pre^vifent the-ieonstiltdtions of' pblfdc 
iw^n- frfeim bi^ilig^hecfceted M^fr tfcepairdxywtaar df 

'>-Biit i^^ldit be^saWtfcit'thitf'Wn^teacddfeht, 
W4!»t-^ ^ttb'ttii'bffencn^lbr wirich Lotd'EHon ittAS 
il^*'Mtt alone wt*te ahs#erafBle^ and bbfe thi CJdi/- 
^ut^n, ie is to be farther observe* thai' HHbtf. 
^vMhle neceil^ity entailed by ' llhat Cfehstitnildn bSf 

, J i f } ■ - 1 ( ,t !-*' '^ '■ ^< 'U i ill. I' .-^ -•» ■ ••l-'i' K».l to 

* The late publication of tord Eldou*s « Life.' by. his fa- 
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the state affaiTs being conducted in the name and 
by the authority of a lunatic prince, whose pleasure 
is, in the eye of the constitutional law, taken at 
each step, though he is as unconscious of it all the 
while as the Grand Lama is of Thibet afiairs, does 
not differ materially from the hardly more revolt- 
ing scene to which we have just adverted as having 
been enacted in the spring of 1804. These things 
constitute part, and no small part, of the heavy 
price which we pay for the benefits of inestimable 
value secured by the forms of Hereditary Monarchy, 
more especially the prevention which it affords of 
disputed succession and civil broils. But it is ever 
useful and becoming prudent men to bear in mind 
both sides of the account, and, while we justly prize 
the thing we have purchased, not to forget the price 
we have had to pay. 

Lord Eldon, to great legal experience, and the 
most profound professional learning, united that 
thorough knowledge of men, which lawyers who 
practise in the courts, and especially the courts of 
common law,* attain in a measure and with an 
accuracy hardly conceivable by those out of the 
profession, who fancy that it is only from inter- * 
course with courts and camps that a knowledge of 
the world can be derived. He had a sagacity 

* For many years he went the Northern Circuit, and was 
a leader upon it, the unwholesome practice not having then 
been established which separates Equity men from ComoKm 
Lawyers. 
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almost unrivalled ; a penetrotioa of mind at once 
quick and sure ; a shrewdness so great as to pierce 
through each feature of his peculiarly intelligent 
countenance ; a subtlety so nimble, that it mate- 
rially impaired the strength of his other qualities, 
by lending his ingenuity an edge sometimes too 
fine for use. Yet this defect, the leading one of 
his intellectual character, was chiefly confined to 
his professional exertions; and the counsellor so 
hesitating in answering an important case — the 
judge so prone to doubt that he could hardly bring 
his mind to decide one — was, in all that practically 
concerned his party or himself, as ready to take a 
line, and to follow it with determination of pur- 
pose, as the least ingenious of ordinary politicians. 
The timidity, too, of which he has been accused, 
and sometimes justly, was more frequently the re- 
sult of the subtlety and refinement which we have 
mentioned. At all events, no one knew better 
when to cast it ofi*; and upon great occasions, like 
the one we have just been contemplating — that is, 
the occasions which put his interest or his power 
in jeopardy — a less wavering actor, indeed one 
more ready at a moment's warning to go all lengths 
for the attainment of his object, never appeared 
upon the political stage. His fears in this respect 
very much resembled his conscientious scruples, of 
which no man spoke more or felt less ; he was 
about as often the slave of them as the Indian is of 
his deformed little gods, which he now makes much 
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of^ and now breaks in piecos^ or casU into th^ fine. 
When all in politics seemed smooth, and th^ pav- 
liamentary sea was unruffled as the peacefiil laJke, 
nothing was to be heard but his Lordship's deep 
sense of his responsible duties ; his willingness to 
qoit the Great Seal ; the imminent risk there was 
oChid not again sitting in that place; the uncer- 
tainty of all the tenures bj which official li& is 
held 'f and even the arrival of that season when it 
became him to prepare for a yet more awfiil change $ 
and the-hearer who knew the speaker, felt here an 
intimate p^rsnasipn, that the most religious of mor- 
tals could not have named the great del^t of.natim 
writh more touching sincerity, or employed. an 4^- 
pn^ion better calculated to convey thet feeling pf 
dcead which such contemplatipns are fitted to in- 
spi9*e« 3nch were the songs of the swaii^ when th^ 
waters were a mirror, and there was no fear of di^r 
solution. But in foul weather — the instant that 
peril appi:oached — be the black cloud on ij^e yerj 
verge of. the horizon, and but the mf\ of a ni^'s 
band-^all these notes were hushed, and a frgnt \ifa^ 
assumed as. if the Great Seal had been given to hiin 
fcff life, vdth the ppwer to name his successor by a 
writing under his hand, or by paxoLe b^one a single 
witness. In like manner, . when the interests of 
suitors required despatch^ when causes had been 
heard, by the ho^r and by the dayi and all the 
efforts of the judge to coax the advocate into greater 
proMxifey had bcjpn exhausted, t}ie dreaded moment 



of 'declsioii cam6, biit tjrotr^ht ' billy ' 'W6stYd*i<S^', 
cfotibt, delay. So, todj irlieii comrrioii matt^fs cfe- 
cui^red in Parliameht/and'no'ki'nd of iittpottdface 
dottld be attached to the adoption of 6ne itiOtrrfee 
rather than another, bless us ! What ' inexhaustilfl^ 
suggestion^ of difRculty, H^hat eiidless'efftisibn bf 
conflicting views, what a rich mine of m6ck dSft- 
monds, all glittering and worthless, in the shap^ of 
reasons on all sides of some questions never worth 
the trouble of asking, and ^M<iTi ttbrie btit tMfe 
great magici^fif W6uld srtop f o' rfeoli^6 F Sd'a^in 
in the Cduncil— ^wh6n there was no darigel* '6f feny 
klhd, and 'it feigriified' hot a straw" What Was dotfe, 
the day, had tt been lengthened' out by the suh 
being made to stMid Btill,'Whileour Joshua SWW 
all the Ynen in buckram that he conjured up, Wbtild 
yei hn^^e been'too short to state arid to Isolde hisf dif- 
ficulties ^botrt; hbthiii^'!' • "But ISt there cbmfe miy 
real iiAltoiras«ment, any stibsltafelfcial ' ^perif WhJ^h 
required a bold ahd vigorbus iict tb Watd it off-^i^ 
let there 6e but occaaon for nerves to work thrbugh 
a cfrlsis which it ask^ no comnioii boldness tdikei 
at all— let there arise sonSe 'new *aftd itrange cort* 
bination of circttaistattces, Which, governed by tfo 
plrecedient, must be nik€ bJ^'tmpriAcfed^hfed'riiM'- 
fiUres,— and ho inftn'^that fever sat dt'a cotiftdl- 
board hiore (Jiii^kly wkde t^ his i&fiWr,^^r"ttior^ 
gallantly perfoinhed his pai^. B^ih&tici mffldbr 
hdhh, moderate" dr Vi^entrtetiictioiMftd 'by'^Kb'laW 
aiid constittitibri, br aii bpefti but*llj|i updn both, he 
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was beard indeed to wail and groan much of pile* 
ous necessity — often vowed to God — spoke largely 
of conscience — complained bitterly of his hard lot — 
but. the paramount sense of duty overcame all other 
feelings ; and, with wailing and with tears, beat- 
ing his breast, and only not tearing his hair, he did 
in the twinkling of an eye the act which unex- 
pectedly discomfited his adversaries, and secured 
his own power for ever. He who would adjourn a 
private road or estate bill for weeks, unable to make 
up his mind on one of its clauses, or would take a 
month to decide on what terms some amendment 
should be allowed in a suit, could, without one 
moment's hesitation, resolve to give the King's 
consent to the making of laws, when he was in such 
a state of mental disease, that the Keeper of his 
Person could not be suffered to quit the royal 
closet for an instant, while his patient was with the 
Keeper of his Conscience performing the highest 
function of sovereignty ! 

With all these apparent discrepancies between 
Lord Eldon's outward and inward man, nothing 
could be more incorrect than to represent him as 
tainted with hypocrisy, in the ordinary sense of the 
word. He had imbibed from his youth, and in the 
orthodox bowers which Isis waters, the dogmas of 
the Tory creed in all their purity and rigour. By 
these dogmas he abided through his whole life, with 
a steadfastness, and even to a sacrifice of power, 
which sets at defiance all attempts to question their 
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perfect sincerity. Such as he was when he left 
Oxford, such he continued above sixty years after, 
to the close of his long and prosperous life ; — the 
enemy of all reform, the champion of the throne 
and the altar, and confounding every abuse that 
surrounded the one, or grew up within the pre- 
cincts of the other, with the institutions them- 
selves ; alike the determined enemy of all who would 
either invade the institution or extirpate the abuse. 
One of the most important passages of this re- 
markable person's life was his participation in the 
councils of the Princess of Wales, while persecuted 
by the Whig allies of her royal consort. To her 
confidence, as to her society, Lord Eldon was re- 
commended, not more by the extraordinary fertility 
of his resources as a counsellor in difficult emer- 
gencies, than by his singular powers of pleasing in 
the intercourse of private life. For his manners 
were rendered peculiarly attractive by the charm of 
constant good humour ; and his conversation, if not 
so classical and refined as that of his brother, Sir 
William Scott, and somewhat soiled with the rust 
of professional society and legal habits, was never- 
theless lively and entertaining in a very high de- 
gree. That she derived great benefit from his 
support, his countenance, and his skilful advice, no 
one can doubt. The length to which his zeal is 
supposed to have carried him, of having a fierce 
attack on the Prince's conduct towards her printed 

VOL. III. E 
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at a private press, cannot fitly be dwelt upon here, 
because the whole passage has been confidently 
denied, and, how universal soever the belief was, 
confirmed by a copy or two of the work being pre- 
served, so that the whole was afterwards reprinted, 
and openly sold, the share which Lord £ldon and 
Mr. Perceval were said to liave had in the transac- 
tion has never been established by any decisive 
proofs. This much, however, is quite certain, that 
they both left their illustrious client at a very 
short notice, and became as zealous servants of her 
persecutor as they had once been of herself. The 
King, whose uneasiness under the necessity in 
which the death of Mr. Pitt had placed him, of 
being counselled by a Whig cabinet, was manifest 
during the whole of the year 1806, had resolved to 
change his ministers, and to quarrel with them 
upon the highly popular ground of their having 
made themselves the confederates of the Prince, 
then in the acme of his unpopularity, and, as such, 
taken part against the Princess. Fortunately for 
that party, whose utter ruin this would have con- 
summated, another scent crossed his Majesty while 
in that pursuit, and he dexterously turned aside to 
follow it. This was the cry of No Popery, and 
Danger to the Church. Lord Eldon and his coad- 
jutors were raised to power, and Mr. Perceval 
quitted his profession to share in the Government, 
that he might protect the altar from the Pope, and 
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the Throne from the Whigs. For three or four 
years all went smoothly , and they continued the 
advocates of the wife, and the adversaries of the 
husband. A great change, however, was preparing 
in the relations of their allegiance. When the 
Prince became Regent he deserted his friends ; he 
took his adversaries into his service ; he soon added 
his favour, became fond of Lord Eldon's pleasant 
society, became by degrees tolerant of Mr. Perceval 
himself, and was affected to hysterical paroxysms 
when death deprived him of the man he had a few 
years before hated with a bitterness that spumed 
all bounds of common decency in the expressions 
which gave it vent.* The Princess was now en- 
tirely deserted by her former councillors, whose 
party tactics had led them to use her as an instru* 
ment for attacking their enemies. Neitiier Lord 

* In 1806 His R<^al Highness exclaimed to Sir Samuel 
Komilly, vith most offensive personal abuse, and a compari- 
son which cannot be recited, that he felt as if he could jump 
on him and stamp out his life with his feet Mr. Perce'val 
was at the moment arguing the celebrated case of Miss Sey- 
mour at the Bar of the House of Lords ; and taking the some- 
what invidious line of denying that any guarantee given of 
payment by the Prince's promise could be available — ^firet, 
because there was no reason to believe he would keep hi& 
promise ; and next, because, if he did, he was insolvent. The 
phrase expressive of His Royal Highness's wish, as given 
above» is in a very mitigated form ; but, even as thus tem- 
pered, the reader may possibly deem its violation of all hu- 
manity and decorum sufficiently striking. 

£2 
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Eldon Dor Mr. Perceval ever now darkened her 
doors; Mr. Canning, Lord Granville, and Lord 
Dudley, alone of the party frequented her society ; 
and this illustrious lady was thus placed in the 
cruel predicament of losing her former friends, 
the Tories, by their promotion, while her adver- 
saries, the Whigs, awaiting not very patiently their 
own call, could hardly be expected to raise any 
obstructions beyond those already existing in their 
road to Court, by taking her part only because she 
was clearly right and had been cruelly wronged. 

It remains to note the peculiarities that distin- 
guished this eminent person's professional life, in 
which his long career was so remarkably brilliant. 
That he had all the natural qualities and all the 
acquired accomplishments which go to form the 
greatest l^al character, is undeniable. To extra- 
ordinary acuteness and quickness of apprehension, 
he added a degree of patient industry which no 
labour could weary, a love of investigation which 
no harshness in the most uninteresting subject could 
repulse. His ingenuity was nimble in a singular 
degree, and i( was inexhaustible ; subtlety was at 
all times the most distinguishing feature of his 
understanding ; and after all other men's resources 
had been spent, he would at once discover matters 
which, though often too far refined for use, yet 
seemed so natural to the ground which his prede-- 
cessors had laboured and left apparently bare, that 
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no one could deem them exotic and far fetched, or 
even forced. When, with such powers of appre- 
hending and of inventing, he possessed a memory 
almost unparalleled, and alike capable of storing 
up and readily producing both the most general 
principles and the most minute details, it is need- 
less to add that he became one of the most tho- 
roughly learned lawyers who ever appeared in 
Westminster Hall, if not the most learned ; for, 
when it is recollected that the science has been 
more than doubled in bulk, and in variety of sub- 
jects has been increased fourfold, since the time of 
Lord Coke, it is hardly possible to question his su- 
periority to that great light of English jurispru- 
dence, the only man in our legal history with 
whom this comparison can be instituted. A sin- 
gular instance of his universality, and of the mas- 
terly readiness with which his extensive learning 
could be brought to bear upon any point, was once 
presented in the argument upon a writ of error in 
the House of Lords. The case had run the gaunt- 
let of the courts, and the most skilful pleaders, as 
well as the most experienced judges, had all dealt 
with it in succession; when he, who had not for 
many years had the possibility of considering any 
such matters, and had never at any time been a 
special pleader, at once hit upon a point in pleading 
which appeared to have escaped the Holroyds, the 
Kichardsons, the Bayleys, the Abbots, the Little- 
dales; and on that point the cause was decided. 
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From an excess of those endowments in which 
his extraordinary merits consisted, proceeded also 
his known and great defects. These were less 
conspicuous at the Bar than upon the Bench ; 
though, even as an advocate and an adviser, they 
impaired his powers. His overdone ingenuity en- 
feebled the force of his argument; he presented 
every view that could be taken of his case, and 
many views that it was bootless to take, and that 
had better have been left unobserved. His opinioB 
was with difficulty formed ; and his answers to 
cases on which he was consulted often contained all 
the arguments on both sides, but left out the result. 
His firmness of purpose, too, and promptitude of 
decision, were extremely deficient. Seeing too 
many views of each matter to prefer a particular 
course and abide by his choice, he could as little 
make up his mind on the line to be taken in debate 
as on the opinion to be given in consultation. Hence 
he was defective in one of the great qualities of an 
advocate and a debater — a prompt and steady de- 
termination as to the course he should pursue, that 
which is called the coup iTceil in the field. His 
wish to leave nothing unnoticed, being proportioned 
to the extreme anxiety of his disposition, he fre- 
quently overlaid his case at the Bar, while the 
multitude of his points gave his adversaries the op- 
portunity of entangling him in the mazes of his 
own web, and still oftener enabled them to defeat 
him on some immaterial ground where he w£is weak^ 
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though other sf:roiiger and impregnable positions 
were his, had he never ventured out of them to 
fight at a disadvantage. Where a single and a 
learned judge alone is to deal with a case, this will 
seldom mislead him, but before a jury its effects 
must have been extremely prejudicial. Accord- 
ingly, his greatest failures were in such proceedings. 
A case of high treason, which required nine or ten 
hours to state, was to the ordinary apprehension of 
all mankind a clear case for acquittal. This in 
the eyes of many lessened the brilliancy of Mr. 
Erskine's great victory, by diminishing the chances 
of a conviction ; but the dreadful excitement of 
the times was enough to have carried the prose- 
cutors through their bad work, even under all the 
disadvantages of Lord Eldon's very injudicious 
conduct of the cause. It was, perhaps, a yet 
greater fault* that he suffered himself to be per- 
suaded that a case of high treason existed, when, if 
he had only examined his proofs with a steady eye, 
he must have seen at once the merely seditious 
character of the whole matter, the certainty of a 
defeat if he prosecuted for treason, and the pro- 
bability of a conviction had he gone upon the mis- 
demeanor. 

His elocution was easy, his language copious 
without being at all choice, his manner natural 
and not ungraceful. But to the qualities of elo- 
quence he made small or no pretence. All that 
he desired to execute he readily enough accom- 
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plished ; but no man could ever cite a speech of 
his, either at the Bar or on the Bench, in the Com- 
mons or in the Lords, which had made any deep 
impression, or could be termed either a felicitous 
or in any way a striking performance. Many of 
his arguments, replete with learning, and marked 
by extreme ingenuity, many of his judgments, 
painfully sifting each cornei; of the complicated 
case, dealing in a commanding manner with all the 
arguments, and exhausting all the learning that 
could be brought to bear upon it, might be cited 
with ease as memorable examples of labour, of 
learning, of subtlety. But not a single occasion 
ever was presented during his long forensic and 
parliamentary life in which any one even of his 
admirers could affect to be struck with his per- 
formance as great or masterly, although perhaps 
not an instance could be named of his speaking at 
all without displaying extraordinary resources and 
powers. There was always so mui^h wanting to 
perfection as left no idea of it in the mind of the 
audience, either while he was working through his 
task, or after he had brought it to a close. 

If the qualities which have been mentioned 
obstructed him as an advocate, they were still 
more likely to injure him as a judge. Yet it is 
certain that great errors were committed in regard 
to his judicial powers by those who only cursorily 
observed his apparent vacillation or infirmity of 
purpose. His opinion was really much more 
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readily and generally formed on the Bench than at 
the Bar ; and it was much more steadily abided by. 
He appeared to have great difficulty and slowness 
in coming to a determination. It would be far 
more correct to say that he had great reluctance 
to pronounce the decision he had long ago, without 
any hesitation, come to. The bad habit into which 
he fell, of not attending to the arguments while 
they were delivering before him, made him often 
postpone the forming of his opinion, but it was be- 
cause he postponed giving his attention to the case. 
As soon as he brought his mind to bear upon it, 
he with great ease and quickness came to a judg- 
ment regarding it ; and, having a great and most 
just confidence in the soundness of that judgment, 
he scarcely ever after altered it in any material 
respect. Indeed the hesitation with which he pro- 
nounced it, the slowness with which he gave it at 
all, and, when he gave it, the numberless argu- 
ments on both sides which he produced, and the 
endless difficulties which he raised in the way of 
the course he was manifestly all the while taking, 
gave him every appearance of hesitation and un- 
certainty, and made the person who knew him not 
suppose that he was a vacillating judge, who had 
hardly formed any opinion at all upofi the case, and 
might be overset by the casting of dust in the 
balance to make each side almost indifferently pre- 
ponderate. They who knew him best were well 
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aware that he had moDths before thoroughly sifted 
the whole question, formed a clear and unhesi- 
tating opinion upon it, come as quickly as possible 
to that conclusion, and persisted in it with much 
greater firmness, nay pertinacity, than the most 
determined looking of his predecessors. Lord Hard- 
wicke, who decided each case as he heard it, as- 
signing shortly and clearly the grounds of his 
judgment, or Lord Thurlow, who gprawled out his 
determination without a doubt or a reason, and 
without any delay, as if the decision followed the 
argument by a physical train of connexion, and as 
if no such thing as a doubt could ever exist in the 
judicial nature, and no such thing as a reason could 
be asked at the hands of judicial wisdom and power. 
It would be no exaggeration at all to assert that 
Lord Eldon's judgments were more quickly formed, 
and more obstinately adhered to, than those of any 
other judge who ever dealt with such various, 
difficult, and complicated questions as he had to 
dispose of. 

But the apparent hesitation and the certain delay 
were of the very worst consequence to his useful- 
ness on the Bench ; and his inattention to the argu- 
ments of counsel produced on their part an habitual 
prolixity from which the Bar has not yet recovered. 
From these causes arose the delays which in his 
time obstructed the course of justice, and well nigh 
fixed the current in perennial frost. It would be 
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erroneous to say that all the efforts since made to 
clear the channels and revive the stream had re- 
stored its pristine and natural flow. The suitor 
and the country will long continue to feel the ^ve- 
and- twenty years of Lord Eldon's administration. 

His knowledge and his ingenuity were not con- 
fined to his own peculiar branch of jurisprudence, 
the law of England. He was an admirable Scotch 
lawyer also ; and he had the courage to decide, as 
well as the ability to sift, some of the greatest cases 
that have ever been brought by appeal from the 
Courts of Scotland, reversing the judgments of 
those courts on questions of pure Scotch convey- 
ancing, and reversing them so as to offend those 
lawyers at first who were afterwards ready to confess 
that he was right, and had preserved the inte^ty 
of the Scotch law. But as a judge of appeal in 
general, he often showed want of nerve ; he would 
carp and cavil at the judgment below — argue ov^ 
again all the reasonings of the judges — express 
doubts — raise difficulties — and show constant dis- 
satisfaction — but end with affirming. 

The defects which have been noted in his judi- 
cial capacity are of course to be traced in the Re- 
ports of his judgments. The force of the opinioo, 
and even the course of the argument, are lost in 
the labyrinth of uncertainty, doubts, and ever con- 
flicting arguments which make up the whole mass. 
In the sands which spread out far as the eye can 
reach, which shift perpetually about, which rise in 
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whirls, and are tossed about and heaped up in 
mountaiiis— the eye loses the view of the point to- 
wards which the current of decision is directed, and 
indeed the current itself is lost in the wide expanse* 
These learned and elaborate performances are 
therefore of &r less use than they might have been 
as guides to future lawyers ; for the arguments are 
lost in special circumstances, and the principal 
points choked among the details. It was said, by 
Mr. Justice Williams, wittily and correctly, that 
they would be of special use as soon as the old 
Ptolemaic cycle should begin a second time to run, 
and every one thing to happen over again which 
had occurred before, and in the same order. 

The private character of Lord Eldon was blame- 
less : his temper was admirable ; his spirits gay and 
lively ; his manners easy and graceful ; fiir beyond 
those of any other man who had led his life of lar 
hour, and mingled but little in general society. 
In the domestic relations he was without a &ult,; 
affectionately attached to his family, mourning for 
years the great bereavement of his eldest son, and 
for years devoting himself to the care of an invalid 
wife with an assiduity not often exceeded. Indeed, 
it was to the accidental circumstance of his mar- 
riage, contracted clandestinely, and which pre- 
vented him from associating much with her fiimily 
for some time, that they both owed the recluse 
habits which produced a distaste for society, and 
led to a very exaggerated notion of his disposition 
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being parsimoDious. What little ground there 
^vas for the charge resulted, certainly, from the 
very narrow circumstances of his early life, the 
consequence of his imprudently marrying before 
he had an income sufficient to support a family. 
In those days he had qualified himself for acting 
as a conveyancer, in case liis failure to obtain prac- 
tice in London should make it advisable to retire 
into the country and lead the obscure though re- 
spectable life of a provincial barrister. Nor was 
this event in his history, at one period, improbable 
or remote. Weary with waiting for clients, he had 
resolved to quit Westminster Hall, and, turning 
his back on the ^^fumum, et opes, strepitumque 
Bomse," to seek his native city. The accident of 
a leading counsel's sudden indisposition introduced 
him to the notice of the profession, and prevented 
his name from being now only known as designa- 
ting a still more learned and able recorder of 
Newcastle than the late very learned and able Mr. 
Hopper Williamson.* 

Reference has already been made to his powers 
of conversation ; the part was named which he took 
in the select circle of the Princess of Wales, fre- 
quented by the most accomplished wits of the day. 
He was, indeed, a person of remarkable talents in 
that kind. His perfect good humour would, in his 

* That, far from being himself parsimonious* he expended 
Tcry large sums in acts of kindness, is a matter of absolute 
certainty. 
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exalted station, have made his society agreeable 
anywhere but at a court ; there he must shine more 
proprio Marie than by the foil of his station la the 
background. But he was well able to do so. He 
had no mean powers of wit, and much quickness of 
delicate repartee. In relating anecdotes he excelled 
most men, and had an abundant store of them, 
though, of course, from the habits of his life, they 
were chiefly professional: his application of them 
to passing events was singularly happy. The min- 
gled grace and dignity of his demeanour added no 
small eharm to his whole commerce with society ; 
and, although the two brothers differed exceedingly 
in this respect, it was usual to observe that, except Sir 
W. Scott, no man was so agreeable as Lord Eldon.* 

* A saying of his may be related in proof of his ready wit 
Being charged, and truly, with never entering a church, 
though alwa^'s talking as if he was its great supporter, he 
said he was a buttress which was placed outside. — ^The 
publication of Lord Eldon's * Life ' by Mr. Twiss throws 
much important light on his history. While it raises his 
private character for kindness and for generosity, it certainly 
leaves no longer any room to question his having acted as 
Chancellor in great state aflisLirs while George III. was in- 
sane, requiring, as the physician delicately expresses it, the 
use of " artificial prudence" natural prudence being asleep ; 
and it also proves tbat Lord Eldon carried on u secret intrigue 
with Mr. Pitt for the removal of Mr. Addington, Lord 
Eldon's colleague, and indeed chief, undertaking to deliver 
Mr. Pittfs letters against him to the King, wholly without 
Mr. Addington*s knowledge. This subject is fully discussed 
in the second number of the Law Review, lately published. 
Mr. Twiss*s work is very ably and very impartially written. 
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SIR WILLIAM SCOTT (LORD 
STOWELL). 



Few names are more intimately connected either 
with classical or judicial recollections than the one 
which has been just mentioned. 

There has seldom if ever appeared in the pro- 
fession of the Law any one so peculiarly endowed 
with all the learning and capacity which can 
accomplish, as well as all the graces which can 
embellish, the judicial character, as this eminent 
person. Confining himself to the comparatively 
narrow uid sequestered walks of the Consistorial 
tribunals, he had early been withdrawn from the 
contentions of the Forum, had lost the readiness 
with which his great natural acuteness must have 
furnished him, and had never acquired the habits 
which forensic strife is found to form — the pre- 
ternatural power of suddenly producing all the 
mind's resources at the call of the moment, and 
shifting their application nimbly from point to 
point, as that exigency varies in its purpose or its 
direction. But so had he also escaped the hardness, 
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not to say the coarseness, which is inseparable 
from such rough and constant use of the faculties, 
and which, while it sharpens their edge and their 
point, not seldom contaminates the taste, and 
withdraws the mind from all pure, and generous, 
and classical intercourse, to matters of a vulgar 
or a technical order. His judgment was of the 
highest caste; calm, firm, enlarged, penetrating, 
profound. His powers of reasoning were in pro- 
portion great, and still more refined than extensive, 
though singularly free from anything like versatility, 
and liable to be easily disturbed in their application 
to every-day use. If the retired and almost 
solitary habits of the comparatively secluded walk 
in which he moved, had given him little relish for 
the strenuous and vehement warfare of rapid argu- 
mentation and the logic of unprepared debate, his 
vast superiority was apparent when, as from an 

r 

eminence, he was called to survey the whole field 
of dispute, and to marshal the variegated £icts, 
disentangle the intricate mazes, and array the 
conflicting reasons which were calculated to distract 
or suspend men's judgment. If ever the praise of 
being luminous could be justly bestowed upon 
human compositions, it was upon his judgments, 
and it was the approbation constantly, and as it 
were peculiarly, appropriated to those Wonderful 
exhibitions of judicial capacity. 

It would be easy, but it would be endless, to 
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enumerate the causes in which his great powers, 
both of l^al investigation, of accurate reasonings 
and of lucid statement, were displayed to the ad- 
miration not only of the profession, but of the less 
learned rteader of his judgments. They who deal 
with such causes as occupied the attention of this 
great judge have one advantage, that the subjects 
are of a nature connecting them with general prin- 
ciples, and the matter at stake is most frequently of 
considerable importance, not seldom of the greatest 
interest. The masses of property of which the Con- 
sistorial and Admiralty Courts have to dispose are 
often very great ; the matrimonial rights on which 
they have to decide are of an interest not to be 
measured by money at all ; but the questions which 
arise in administering the Law of Nations compre- 
hend within their scope the highest national riglits, 
involve the existence of peace itself, define the 
duties of neutrality, set limits to the prerogatives 
of war. Accordingly, the volume which records 
Sir W. Scott's judgments is not, like the reports of 
common -law cases, a book only unsealed to the 
members of the legal profession ; it may well be 
in the hands of the general student, and form part 
of any classical library of English eloquence, or 
even of national history. If among his whole per- 
formances it were required to select one which 
most excited admiration, all eyes would point to 
the judgment in the celebrated case of Dalrymple 
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V. Dalrymple^ where the question for his deter- 
mination was the state of the Scottish law upon the 
fundamental point of what constitutes a marriage. 
The evidence given upon this question of fact (as 
it was before him, a foreign judge) consisted of 
the depositions of Scottish lawyers, the most emi- 
nent of their age, and who differed widely in their 
opinions, as well as the text-books referred to in 
their evidence. Through this labyrinth the learned 
civilian steered his way with an acuteness, a wari- 
ness and circumspection, a penetrating sagacity, 
and a firmness of decision, only to be matched by 
the singularly felicitous arrangement of the whole 
mass of matter, and the exquisite diction, at once 
beautifully elegant and severely chaste, in which 
his judgment was clothed. It is well known that 
this great performance, though proceeding from 
a foreign authority, forms at the present day, and 
will indeed always form, the manual of Scottish 
lawyers upon its important subject. 

It is possibly hypercritical to remark one inac- 
curate view which pervades a portion of this 
judgment. Although the Scottish law was of 
course only matter of evidence before Sir W. Scott, 
and as such for the most part dealt with by him, 
he yet allowed himself to examine the writings of 
commentators, and to deal with them as if he were 
a Scottish lawyer. Now, strictly speaking, he 
could not look at those text-writers, nor even at 
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the decisions of judges, except only so far as they 
had been referred to by the witnesses, the skilful 
persons, the Scottish lawyers, whose testimony 
alone he was entitled to consider. For they alone 
could deal with either dicta of text- writers or 
decisions of courts. He had no means of ap- 
proaching such things, nor could avoid falling inrto 
errors when he endeavoured to understand their 
meaning, and still more when he attempted to 
weigh them and to compare them together. This 
at least is the strict view of the matter ; and in 
many cases the fact would bear it out. Thus we 
constantly aee gross errors committed by Scottish 
and French lawyers of eminence when they think 
they can apply an English authority. But in the 
case to which we are referring the learned judge 
certainly dealt as happily, and as safely, and as 
successfully, with the authorities as with the con- 
flicting testimonies which it was his more proper 
province to sift and to compare. In all respects, 
then, the renown of this famous judgment is of the 
highest order, and has left every rival case of the 
same class far behind it.* 

Sir William Scott's learning, extensive and pro- 
found in ail professional matters, was by no means 
confined within that range. He was amply and 

* It is astoDishing to find one portion of this great judg- 
ment set at nought by such very inferior men as the present 
Common-I^w Judges in a late case. 
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accurately endowed with a knowledge of all history 
of all times ; richly provided with the literary and 
the personal portion of historical lore ; largely 
furnished with stores of the more curious and re- 
condite knowledge which judicious students of 
antiquity, and judicious students only, are found 
to amass ; and he possessed a rare facility of intro- 
ducing such matters felicitously for the illustration 
of an argument or a topic, whether in debate or 
in more familiar conversation. But he was above 
the pedantry which disdains the gratification of a 
more ordinary and every-day curiosity. No one 
had more knowledge of the common affairs of life ; 
and it was at all times a current observation, that 
the person who first saw any sight exhibited in 
London, be it production of nature or of art or of 
artifice (for he would condescend to see even the 
ju^ler play his tricks), was Sir "William Scott — 
who could always steal for such relaxations an hour 
from settling the gravest questions that could be 
raised on the Rights of Nations or the Ecclesiastical 
Law of the land. Above all, he was a person of 
great classical attainments, which he had pursued 
and, indeed, improved from the earlier years 
of his life, when he was a college tutor of distin- 
guished reputation ; and hence, as well as from the 
natural refinement and fastidiousness of his mind, 
he derived the pure taste which presided over all 
his efforts, chastening his judicial compositions 
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and adoruing his exquisite conversation. Of diction, 
indeed, he was among the greatest masters, in all 
but its highest department of energetic declamation 
and fervent imagery. " Quid multa ? Istum au- 
diens equidem sic judicare soleo, quidquid aut addi- 
deris, aut mutaveris, aut dctraxeris, vitiosius et de- 
tenus futurum."* 

To give samples of his happy command of lan- 
guage would be an easy thing, but it would almost 
be to cite the bulk of his Judgments. <^ Having 
thus furnished the rule which must govern our 
decision," said he, in the famous case already 
referred to, of Dcdrymple v. Dalrt/mple, " the 
English law retires, and makes way for the Scottish, 
whose principles must finally dispose of the ques- 
tion." Quoting the words of PufFendorff (and, it 
may be observed in passing, misquoting them for 
the purpose of his argument, and omitting the part 
which answered it), PuffendorflT, who, after stating 
an opinion subtilely and sophistically held by some, 
adds, " Tu noli sic sapere," Sir William Scott at 
once gave it thus, in the happiest, the most literal, 
and yet the most idiomatic English — " Be not you 
wise in such conceits as these." 

To illustrate by examples his singularly refined 
and pungent wit in conversation, or the happy and 
unexpected quotations with which he embellished 
it, or the tersely told anecdotes with which he en- 

* Cic. de Orat. lib. iii. 
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livened it, without for an instant fatiguing his 
audience, would be far less easy, — ^because it is of 
the nature of the refined essence in which th«i spirit 
of the best society consists, not to keep. When 
some sudden and somewhat violent changes of 
opinion were imputed to a learned Judge, who was 

always jocosely termed Mrs. , " Varium et 

mutabile semper Femina,*' was Sir William Scott's 
remark . A celebrated physician having said, some- 
what more flippantly than beseemed the gravity of 
his cloth, " Oh, you know, Sir William, after 
forty a man is always either a fool or a physician !" 
" Mayn't he be both. Doctor ?" was the arch re- 
joinder, — with a most arch leer and an insinuating 
voice half drawled out. " A vicar was once" (said 
his Lordship, presiding at the dinner of the Admi- 
ralty Sessions) "so wearied out with his parish 
clerk confining himself to the 100th Psalm, that 
he remonstrated, and insisted upon a variety, which 
the man promised ; but, old habit proving too 
strong for him, the old words were as usual given 
out next Sunday, ' All people that on earth do 
dwell.' Upon this the vicar's temper could hold 
out no longer, and, jutting his head over the desk, 
he cried, * Damn all people that on earth do dwell !' 
— a very compendious form of anathema !" added 
the learned chief of the Spiritual Court. 

This eminent personage was in his opinions ex* 
tremely narrow and confined; never seeming to 
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have advanced beyond " the times before the flood" 
of light which the American War and the French 
Revolution had let in upon the world — times when 
he was a tutor in Oxford, and hoped to live and 
die in the unbroken quiet of her bowers, enjoying 
their shade variegated with no glare of importunate 
illumination. Of every change he was the enemy ; 
of all improvement, careless and even distrustful ; 
of the least deviation from the most beaten track, 
suspicious; of the remotest risks, an acute pro- 
gnosticator, as by some natural instinct ; of the 
slightest actual danger, a terror-stricken spectator. 
As he could imagine nothing better than the exist- 
ing state of any given thing, he could see only 
peril and hazard in the search for any thing new ; 
and with him it was quite enough, to characterise 
a measure as "a mere novelty," to deter him at 
once from entertaining it — a phrase of which Mr. 
Speaker Abbott, with some humour, once took ad- 
vantage to say, when asked by his friend what that 
mass of papers might be, pointing to the huge bundle 
of the Acts of a single session, — " Mere novelties, Sir 
William — mere novelties." And, in truth, all the 
while that this class of politicians are declaiming and 
are alarming mankind against every attempt to im- 
prove our laws, made judiciously and safely, because 
upon principle, and systematically, and with circum- 
spection, they are unhesitatingly passing in the gross, 
and without any reflection at all, the most startling 
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acts for widely affectiDg the laws, the institutions, 
and the interests of the country. It is deeply to 
be lamented that one endowed with such rare 
qualifications for working in the amendment of the 
Consistorial Law should have grown old in the 
fetters of a school like this. His peculiar habits 
of reasoning — his vast and various knowledge — 
his uniting with the habits of a judge, and the 
authority due to so distinguished a member of the 
Clerical Courts, all the erudition and polish of a 
finished scholar, and all the knowledge of the world 
and habits of society which are least to be expected 
in such dignitaries — finally, his equal knowledge 
of both the English and Scottish systems — seemed 
to point him out as the very person at whose hands 
this great branch of the jurisprudence of both 
nations might naturally have expected to receive 
its most important amendments. 
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CoNTEMPOBABT with Sir William Scott, the 
leading practitioner in his courts, united to bim 
in habits of private friendship, though differing 
from him in many of his opinions and almost all 
his habits of thinking, was Dr. Laurence, one of 
the most able, most learned, and most upright men 
that ever adorned their common profession, or bore 
apart in the political controversies of their country. 
He was, indeed, oneof the most singularly endowed 
men, in some respects, that ever appeared in public 
life. He united in himself the inde&tigable labour 
of a Dutch Commentator, with the alternate play- 
fulness and sharpness of a Parisian Wit. His 
general information was boundless ; his powers of 
mastering any given subject were not to be resisted 
by any degree of dryness in its nature or complica- 
tion in its details ; and hisiancy was lively enough to 
shed light upon the darkest, and to strew flowers 
round the most barren tracks of inquiry, had it been 
suffered to play easily and vent itself freely. But, 
unfortunately, he had only the conception of the 
Wit, with the execution of the Commentator ; it 

VOL. III. F 
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was not Scarron or Yoltaire speaking in society, or 
Mirabeau in public, from the stores of Erasmus or 
of Bayle ; but it was Hemsterhuysius emerging 
into polished life, with the dust of many libraries 
upon him, to make the circle gay ; it was Graevius 
entering the senate with somewhere from one-half 
to two-thirds of his next folio at his fingers' ends, 
to awaken the flagging attention, and strike anima- 
tion into the lazy debate. He might have spoken 
with the wit of Voltaire and the humour of Scarron 
united ; none of it could pierce through the lumber 
of his solid matter ; and any spark that by chance 
found its way, was stifled by the still more uncouth 
manner. As an author, he had no such defects ; 
his profuse stores of knowledge — his business-like 
habit of applying them to the point — his taste, gene- 
rally speaking correct, because originaUy formed 
on the models of antiquity, and only relaxed by 
his admiration of Mr. Burke's less severe beauties ; 
all gave him a facility of writing, both copiously 
.and nervously, upon serious objects; while his 
wit could display itself upon lighter ones unincum- 
bered ' by pedantry, and unobstructed by the very 
worst delivery ever witnessed, a delivery calculated 
to alienate the mind of the hearer, to b^uile 
him of his attention but by stealing it away from 
the speaker, and almost to prevent him from oom- 
prehending what was so uncouthly spoken. It 
was in reference to this unvarying eflect of Dr. 
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Laurence's delivery, that Mr. Fox once said, a 
man should attend, if possible, to a speech of his, 
and then speak it over again himself: it must, he 
conceived, succeed inMlibly, for it was sure to be 
admirable in itself, and as certain of being new to 
the audience. But in this saying there was con- 
siderably more wit than truth. The Doctor's speech 
was sure to contain materials not for one, but for 
half a dozen speeches ; and a person might with 
great advantage listen to it, in order to use those 
materials, in part, afterwards, as indeed many did, 
both in Parliament and at the Bar where he prac- 
tised, make an effort to attend to him, how difficult 
soever, in order to hear all that could be said upon 
every part of the question.* But whoever did so, 
was sure to hear a vast deal that was useless, and 
could serve no purpose but to perplex and fatigue ; 
aad he was equally sure to hear the immaterial 
p Dints treated with as much vehemence, and as 
minutely dwelt upon, as the great and commanding 
branches of the subject. In short, the Commen- 
tator was here again displayed, who never can 
perceive the different value of different matters ; 
who gives no relief to his work, and exhausts all 
the stores of his learning, and spends the whole 
power of his ingenuity, as eagerly in dethroning 

* The experiment meDtioned by Mr. Fox has repeatedly 
been tried at the Bar by the writer of these pages to a certain 
extent and with success. 

F 2 
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one particle which has usurped another's place, as 
in overthrowing the interpolated verse in St. John, 
or the spurious chapter in Josephus, upon which 
may repose the foundations of a religion, or the 
articles of its creed. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that they who saw 
Dr. Laurence only in debate, saw him to the great- 
est disadvantage, and had no means of forming any- 
thing like a fair estimate of his merits. In the 
lighter intercourse of society, too, unless in conver- 
sation wholly unrestrained by the desire of distinc- 
tion, he appeared to little advantage ; his mirth, 
though perfectly inoffensive and goodnatured, was 
elaborate ; his wit or drollery wanted concentration 
and polish ; it was imwieldy and clumsy ; it was the 
gamboling of the eleph^^nt, in which, if strength 
was seen, weight was felt still more ; nor was it 
Milton's elephant, recreating our first parents, and 
who, '^ to make them play, would wreathe his lithe 
proboscis ;" — but the elephant capered bodily, and 
in a lumbering fashion, after the manner of his tribe. 
Yet set the same man down to write, and whose 
compositions are marked by more perfect propriety, 
more conciseness, more point, more rapidity ? His 
wit sparkles and illuminates, without more effort 
than is requisite for throwing it off. It is varied, 
too, and in each kind is excellent. It is a learned 
wit, very frequently, and then wears an elaborate 
air } but not stiflPor pedantic, not forced or strained. 
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unless we deem Swift's wit, when it assumes this 
garb, unnatural or heavy — a sentence wMch would 
condonn some of his most famous pieces, and sweep 
away almost all Arbuthnot's together 

In his profession, Dr. Laurence filled the highest 
place. Practising in courts where a single judge 
decides, and where the whole matter of each cause 
is thoroughly sifted and prepared for discussion out' 
of Court, he experienced no ill effect from the te- 
dious style and unattractive manner which a jury 
could not have borne, and felt not the want of that 
presence of mind, and readiness of execution, which 
enable a Nisi Pritis advocate to decide and to act 
at the moment, according to circumstances suddenly 
arising and impossible to foresee. He had all the 
qualities which his branch of the forensic art re- 
quires ; profound learning, various and accurate in- 
formation upon ordinary affiiirs as well as the con- 
tents of books, and a love of labour notj^^o be sa- 
tiated by any prolixity and minuteness of detail into 
which the most complicated cause could run — a 
memory which let nothing escape that it had once 
igrasped, whether large in size or imperceptibly small 
^--an abundant subtlety in the invention of topics 
io meet an adversary's arguments, and a penetration 
that never left one point of his own case unexplored. 
These qualities might very possibly have been 
modified and blended with the greater terseness and 
dexterity of the common lawyer, had his lot been 
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oast in Westminster Hall ; but in the precincts of SU 
Paul's they were more than sufficient to place him 
at the head of his brethren, and to obtain for him 
the largest share of practice which any Civilian of 
the time could enjoy without office. 

The same fulness of information and fiicility of 
invention, which were so invaluable to his clients, 
proved most Important resources to his political as- 
sociates, during the twenty years and more that he 
sat in Parliament ; and they were almost equally 
nseful to the great party he was connected with, for 
many years before that period. It was a common 
remark that nothing could equal the richness of his 
stores, except the liberality with which he made 
them accessible to all. Little as he for some time 
before his death had taken part in debates, and 
scantily as he had been attended to when he did, his 
loss might be plainly perceived, for a long time, in 
the want jpenerally felt of that kind of information 
which had flowed so copiously through all the chan- 
nels of private intercourse, and been obtained so 
easily, that its importance was not felt until its 
sources were closed for ever. It was then that men 
inquired " Where Laurence was ?" as often as a 
difficulty arose which called for more than conmion 
ingenuity to meet it ; or a subject presented itself 
so large and shapeless, and dry and thorny, that few 
men's fortitude could face, and no one's patience 
could grapple with it ; or an emergency occurred, 
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demanding, on the sudden, access to stores of learn- 
ing, the collection of many long years, but arranged 
80 as to be made available to the most ignorant at 
the shortest notice. Men lamented the great loss 
they had experienced, and their r^rets were min- 
gled with wonder when they reflected that the same 
blow had deprived them of qualities the most rarely 
found in company with such acquirements; for, 
unwilling as the jealousy of human vanity is to admit 
various excellence in a single individual, (mos hO' 
minumut nolitU eundum pluribus excellere,) it was 
in vain to deny that the same person, who exceeded 
all others in powers of hard working upon the dull- 
est subjects, and who had by his life of labour be- 
come as a Dictionary to his friends, had also pro- 
duced a larger share than any one contributor to 
the epigrams, the burlesques, the grave ironies, and 
broad jokes, whether in verse or in prose, of the 
Rolliad.* 

The highest of the praises which Dr. Laurence 
had a right to challenge, remains. He was a man 
of scrupulous integrity and unsullied honour ; fiuth- 
ful in all trusts ; disinterested to a weakness. Con- 
stant, but rather let it be said, ardent and enthusi- 
astic in his friendships ; abandoning his whole Acui- 
ties, with a self-dereliction that knew no bounds, 

* I have a marked copy of this celebrated work, in which 
it is tmly astonishing to find how large a portion both of 
the prose and verse belongs to Dr. Laurence. 
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either to the cause of his friend, or his party, or tLe 
commonweal — he commanded the unceasing re- 
spect of all with whom he came in contact, or even 
in conflict; for when most oflended with his zeal, 
they were forced to admit that what ^bore the sem* 
blance of intolerance was the fruit of an honest 
anxiety for a friend or a principle, and never was 
pointed towards himself. To the praise of correct 
judgment he was not so well entitled. His natu« 
rally warm temperament, and his habit of entering 
into whatever he took up with his whole faculties, 
as well as all his feelings, kindled in him the two 
great passions which chequered the latter part of 
Mr. Burke's life. He spent some years upon Mr. 
Hastings's Impeachment (having acted as counsel 
to the managers), and some upon the French Revo- 
lution, so absorbed in those subjects that their im- 
pression could not be worn out ; and he ever after 
appeared to see one or other of them, and not un» 
frequently both together, on whatever ground he 
might cast his eyes. This almost morbid affection 
he shared with his protector and friend, of whom 
we have already spoken at great but not unneces- 
sary length.* 

* The outward aspect of this excellent and emment man 
was unwieldy, and almost grotesque. His mouth especially 
excited observation ; and being fancied to resemble a shark's^ 
the House of Commons jest ran that Alderman Brook 
Watson, who had lost his leg by that animal's bite, avoided 
the side where the Doctor sat or lay. 
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No man after Dr. Laurence was more intimately 
mixed up with the ^eat leader of the Impeachment 
which has just been mentioned, than Mr., afterwards 
Sir Philip Francis. He had early in life been taken* 
from the War-office, where he was a clerk, and sent 
out to India as one of the Supreme Council, when the 
government of those vast settlements was new mo- 
delled — a promotion not easily understood, whether 
the dignity of the station, or its important functions 
at that critical period, be regarded. In the exercise 
of its duties he had displayed much of the ability 
which he undoubtedly possessed, more, perhaps, 
of the impetuous temper which as unquestionably 
belonged to him, all the hatred of other men's op- 
pressions, and the aversion to corrupt practices, 
which distinguished him through life ; and he had, 
in consequence of these qualities, become the re- 
gular opponent, and the personal enemy, of Warren 
Hastings, then governor-general, with whom his 
altercation ended, on one occasion, in a hostile ren- 
counter and in a severe wound that threatened his 

7 3 
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life. Upon his return to Europe with a much 
smaller fortime than the lax morality of English- 
men's habits in those days allowed the bulk of them 
to amass, his joining in the Impeachment was quite 
a matter of course. His local knowledge and his 
habits of business were of invaluable service to the 
managers ; he exerted his whole energies in a cause 
80 near his heart from every principle and from 
all personal feelings ; nor could he ever be taught 
to understand why the circumstance of his being 
the private enemy of the man, as well as the public 
adversary of the governor, should be deemed an ob- 
stacle to his taking this part. The mothres of de- 
licacy, which so many thought that he ought to have 
felt on this subject, were wholly beyond his concep- 
tion ; for he argued that the more he disliked Mr. 
Hastings, the wider his grounds of quarrel with him 
were, the more natural was it that he should be his 
assailant ; and the reason for the House of Commons 
excluding him by their vote from a place among 
the managers, surpassed his powers of comprehen- 
sion. Had the question been of making him a 
judge in the cause, or of appointing him to assist 
in the defence, he could well have understood how 
he should be deemed disqualified ; but that a prose* 
cutor should be thought the less fit for the ofilice 
when he was the more likely strenuously to discharge 
its duties of bringing the accused to justice and ex- 
acting punishment for his ofiences, because he hated 
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him on private as well as public grounds, was a thing 
to him inconceivable. It never once occurred to 
him that an Impeachment by the Commons is like 
the proceeding of an Inquest ; that the managers 
represent the grand-jury acting for the nation, and 
actuated only by the love of strict justice ; and that 
to choose for their organ one who was also known 
to be actuated by individual passions, would have 
been as indecorous as for the prosecutor in a com- 
mon indictment to sit upon the grand-jury, and ac- 
company the foreman in presenting his bill to the 
court. 

The trait which has just been given paints the 
character of Sir Philip Francis's mind as well as 
any that could be selected. It was full of fire, 
possessed great quickness, was even, within some- 
what narrow limits, endued with considerable force^ 
but was wholly wanting in delicacy, as well as un- 
equal to taking enlarged views, and unfit for sober 
reflection. But his energy begot a great power of 
application, and he was accordingly indefatigable 
in labour for a given object of no very wide range, 
an4 to be reached within a moderate time; for 
anything placed at a distance his impatient nature 
disqualified him from being a competitor. His 
education had been carefully conducted by his 
&ther, the translator of Demosthenes and Horace, 
two works of very unequal merit as regards the 
Englbh language, though abundantly showing a 
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familiarity with both the Latin and the Greek. 
The acquaintance with classical compositions which 
the son thus obtained was extensive, and he added 
to it a still greater &miliarity with the English • 
classics. His 4aste was thus formed on the best 
models of all ages, and it was pure to rigorous 
severity. His own style of writing was admirable, 
excelling in clearness, abounding in happy idio- 
matic terms, not overloaded with either words or 
figures, but not rejecting either beautiful phrases 
or appropriate ornament. It was somewhat sen* 
tentious and even abrupt, like his manner ; it did 
not flow very smoothly, much less fall impetuously ; 
but in force and effect it was by no means want- 
ing, and though somewhat more antithetical, and 
thus wearing an af^iearance of more labour than 
strict taste might justify, it had the essential qua* 
lity of being so pellucid as to leave no cloud what- 
ever over the meaning, and seemed so impregnated 
with the writer's mind as to wear the appearance 
of being perfectly natural, notwithstanding the 
artificial texture of the composition. In diction it 
was exceedingly pure ; nor could the writer suffer, 
though is conversation, any of the modish phrases 
or even pronunciations which the ignorance or the 
carelessness of society is perpetually contributing, 
with the usages of Parliament, to vitiate our Saxon 
dialect. The great offender of all in this kind, the 
newspaper press, and perhaps most of any those 
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half literary contributors to it who, enamoured of 
their own sentimental effusions and patchwork 
style, assume the licence of using words in senses 
never before thought of, were to him the object of 
unmeasured reprobation ; and he would fling from 
him such elusions, with an exclamation that he 
verily believed he should outlive his mother tongue 
as well as all memory of plain old English sense, 
unless those writers succeeded in killing him be* 
fore his time. His critical severity, even as to the 
language and tone of conversation, was carried to 
what sometimes appeared an excess. Thus he was 
wont to say that he had nearly survived the good 
manly words of assent and denial, the yes and no 
of our ancestors, and could now hear nothing but 
" unquestionably," " certainly," ** undeniably," or 
" by no means," and " I rather think not ;" forms 
of speech to which he gave Ihe most odious and 
contemptuous names, as effeminate and emasculated, 
and would turn into ridicule by caricaturing the 
pronunciation of the words. Thus he would drawl 
out ^^ unquestionably " in a &iut, childish tone, and 
then say, ^^ Gracious God I does he mean yes f 
Then why not say so at once like a man ? " As 
for the slip-slop of some fluent talkers in society, 
who exclaim that they are " so delighted," or " so 
shocked," and speak of things being pleasing or 
hateful " to a degree," he would bear down upon 
them without mercy, smd roar out, " To tohaC 
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degree ? Your word means any thing, and evexy 
thing, and nothiftg." 

There needs no addition to this for the purpose 
of remarking how easily he was tired by prosers 
( those whom it is the mode to call hores\ come 
they even under coronets and crowns. Once when 
the Prince of Wales wa» graciously pleased to par« 
sue at great length a narrative of little importance, 
Sir P. Francis, wearied out, threw back his head 
on his chair with a "Well, Sir, well?" The 
sensitiveness of royalty at once was roused, and the 
historian proceeded to inflict punishment upon the 
uncourtly oflender by repeating and lengthening 
his recital 5 after a connecting sentence, " If Sir 
Philip will permit me to proceed." A less exalted 
performer in the same kind having on another oc- 
casion got him into a corner, and innocently mis- 
taking his agitations and gestures for extreme 
interest in the narrative which he was administering 
to his patient, was somewhat confounded when the 
latter, seizing him by the collar, exclaimed with an 
oath that " Human nature could endure no more.** 
— In all this there was a consistency and a uni- 
formity that was extremely racy and amusing. He 
is not now present to cry out, " What does that 
meair, Sir? What would you be at ? No gibberish !** 
and therefore it may be observed that there was 
something exceedingly piquant in this character.* 

• •* Le rejomssant caractere de ce doctear " — says Le Sage. 
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He was in very deed "a character" as it is 
called. By this is meant, a mind cast in a peculiar 
mould, and unwillinsr either to be remodeUed and 
recast, or to be ground down in the mill of fashion, 
and have its angles and its roughnesses taken off so 
as to become one of the round and smooth and 
similar personages of the ilay, and indeed of all 
times and almost all nations. Such characters are 
further remarkable for ever bearing their peculia- 
rities about with them, so as at all seasons and on all 
subjects to display their deviations from or unlike- 
ness to other men. Such persons are of necessity 
extremely amusing; they .are rare, and they are 
odd ; they are also ever in keeping and consistency 
with themselves as they are different from others. 
Hence they acquire, beside entertaining us, a kind 
of claim to respect, because they are independent 
and self-possessed. But they are almost always 
more respected than they at all deserve. Not only 
are many of their peculiarities the results of indul- 
gence approaching to affectation, so as to make 
them little more than a respectable kind of buf- 
foons, enjoying the mirth excited at their own ex- 
pense, but even that substratum of real originality 
which they have without any affectation, com- 
mands far more respect than it is entitled to, because 
it wears the semblance of much more independence 
than belongs to it, and while it savours of origi- 
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nality is really only peculiar and strange. Sir 
Philip Francis had many much higher qualities ; 
but hb singularities were probably what chiefly 
recommended him in society. 

The first Lord Holland had been Dr. Francis's 
patr(»i, and to him his ^ Demosthenes ' was dedicated. 
Through him, too, the son obtained his first pro- 
motion, a place in the Foreign Office, which after- 
wards led to one in the War Department. Nor 
did he ever through life forget this early patronage 
— neither the present* nor the former Lord, neither 
his own friend nor his father's friend did he ever 
forget. On his return from India, which he quit- 
ted with a character of unsullied purity far more 
rare in those days than in our own, he thus became 
naturally connected with the Whig party, flourish- 
ing under the illustrious son of his own and his 
Other's patron. On all Indian questions he was of 
the greatest use and of the highest authority. But 
his exertions were not confined to these. His 
general opinions were liberal and enlightened ; he 
was the enemy of all corruption, all abuse, all op- 
pression. His aid was never wanting to redress 
grievances or to oppose arbitrary proceedings. 
When examined as a witness on the High Treason 
Trials in 1794, Mr. Home Tooke, being for no 
conceivable reason dissatisfied with his evidence^ 

* This was written in the late Lord's lifetime. 
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used in private and behind his back to represent 
him as having flinched from bearing testimony to 
the character of his brother Reformers. The drama 
of examination which he was wont to rehearse was 
a pure fiction, and indeed not only never was per- 
formed, but, by the rules of procedure, could not 
have been represented ; for it made the party pro- 
ducing Sir P. Francis as a witness subject him to 
a rigorous cross-examination. 

To go out as Governor-General of India was 
alwaj's the great ambition of his life ; and when, on 
Mr. Pitt's death, th^ Whig party came into office, 
he believed the prize to be within his gra^. But 
the new ministers could no more have obtained the 
East India Company's consent, than they could have 
transported the Himalaya mountains to Leadenhall- 
street. This he never could be made to perceive : 
he ever after this bitter disappointment regarded 
Mr. Fox as having abandoned him ; and always 
gave vent to his vexation in terms of the most in- 
decent and almost insane invective against that 
amiable and admirable man. Nay more — as if the 
same grievance which alienated his reason, had also 
undermined his integrity, that political virtue which 
had stood so many rude assaults both in Asia and 
in Europe, had been found proof against so many 
seductions of lucre, so many blandishments of rauk, 
and had stood unshaken against all the power both 
of Oriental satraps and of English dictators, is 
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known to have yielded for a moment to the vain 
hope of obtaining his &,vourite object through the 
influence of the man whom, next to Mr. Pitt, he 
had most indefatigably and most personally opposed. 
A proposition made to Lord Wellesley by him, 
through a common friend, with the view of obtain- 
ing his influence with Lord Grenville, supposed 
erroneously to be the cause of his rejection as 
Governor-General, was at once and peremptorily 
rejected by that noble person, at a moment when 
Sir P. Francis was in the adjoining room, ready to 
conclude the projected treaty. If this casts some 
shade over the otherwise honest and consistent 
course of his political life, it must be remembered 
that for. the very reason of its being a single and a 
passing shade, the efiect on his general estimation 
is exceedingly slight. 

In parliamentary debates Sir P. Francis did not 
often take a part The few speeches which he did 
make were confined to great occasions, unless 
where Indian subjects came under discussion, and 
they were distingruished by the same purity of 
style and epigrammatic tone which marks his wri- 
tings. It was chiefly as concerned in the party 
manifestoes and other publications of the Whigs, 
that he formed a considerable member of their 
body. In council, except for boldness and spirit, 
in which he was ever exuberant, there could be but 
little benefit derived from one so much the slave of 
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personal antipathy and prejudice, so often the sport 
of caprice, so little gifted with calm, deliberative 
judgment. But he saw clearly ; he felt strongly ; 
he was above mean, paltry, narrow views ; and he 
heartily scorned a low, tricking, timid policy. The 
Opposition never were so free from tendencies in 
that bad direction as not to benefit by the manly 
and worthy correction which he was always ready 
to administer ; and if they had oftener listened to 
his counsels, or dreaded his resentment, the habit of 
making war upon the Crown without conciliating 
the people, of leading on the country to the attack 
with one eye turned wistfully towards the Court, 
would never have become so confirmed, or worked 
such mischief as it has of late years done under 
the leadership of the aristocratic Whigs. 

One peculiarity of Sir P. Francis's character has 
not been mentioned, and yet were it left out, the 
sketch would both imperfectly represent his £iil- 
ings, and omit a great enhancement of his merits. 
His nature was exceedingly penurious, and, like all 
men of this cast, he stooped to the smallest savings. 
His little schemes of economy were the subject of 
amusing observation to his friends ; nor did they 
take much pains to keep from his knowledge an 
entertainment in which he could not very heartily 
partake. But if he stooped to petty savings, he 
never stooped one hair's breadth to undue gains ; 
and he was as sparing of the people's money as of 
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his own. If avarice means a desire of amassing at 
the expense either of other men's stores or of a 
man's own honour, to avarice he was a stranger ; 
and it justly raised him in all reflecting men's es- 
teem, to consider that he who would take a world 
of pains to save half a sheet of paper, had been an 
Indian satrap in the most corrupt times, and retired 
from the barbaric land washed by Ormus and Ind, 
the land of pearls and gold, with hands so clean 
and a fortune so moderate, that, in the fiercest 
storms of faction, no man ever for an instant dreamt 
of questioning the absolute purity of his adminis- 
tration. 

It remains to mention the belief which has of 
late years sprung up, that Sir Philip Francis lay 
concealed under the shade of a great name, once 
the terror of kings and their ministers — the cele- 
brated Junius. Nor can these remarks be closed 
without adverting shortly and summarily to the 
circumstantial evidence upon which this suspicion 
rests. 

There is a singularly perfect coincidence be- 
tween the dates of the letters and Sir P. Francis's 
changes of residence. The last letter, in 1772, is 
dated May 12, and was received some days before 
by Woodfall. Another letter mentions his having 
been out of town some time before ; there had been 
an interval in the correspondence of some weeks ; 
his fiither was then ill at Bath ; and, on the 2drd 
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of March, he was dismissed from the War Office. 
That he went to Bath then, before going abroad, 
is very likely ; that he remained on the Continent 
till the end of the year is certain ; and no letter of 
Junius appeared till January, 1773. His appoint- 
ment to Bengal was soon after in agitation, for it 
must have been arranged before June, when it was 
finally made. 

Again — he was in the War Office from 1763 
to 1772, and Junius evinces on all occasions a 
peculiar acquaintance with, and interest in, the 
concerns of that department. Three clerks of 
much importance there, of no kind of note beyond 
the precincts of the Horse Guards, are spoken of 
with great interest and much bitterness occasionally. 
One of them is the object of unceasing personal 
attack, one whose very name had now perished 
but for this controversy— a Mr. Chamier ; and he 
is abused under all the appellatives of contempt by 
which £imiliars in the department might be sup- 
posed to have known him. Moreover, no less than 
four letters on this person's promotion are addressed 
to Lord Barrington, the Secretary at War, and 
these all under other signatures ; obviously because 
such a fire on such a subject would have directed 
the attention of its objects to the War Office, in 
connexion with so important a name as Junius, 
whom we find expressing great anxiety to Wood- 
fall that the circumstance of these War Office let- 
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ters being written by the author of Junius's Letters 
should be kept carefully concealed. Nevertheless, 
this may have transpired, and enabled Lord Bar- 
rington to trace the authorship into the office. The 
£auct is certain, that, after January, 1773, Junius 
wrote no more, and that Mr. Francis, the clerk 
lately dismissed, was sent out a member of Council 
to Calcutta. 

But the War Office is not the only department 
in which Junius showed a peculiar interest. The 
Foreign Office also appears to have' shared his re- 
gard, and been familiar to him, from various pas- 
sages both in his public and private correspondence 
with Woodfall. Now, before he was placed at the 
Horse Guards, Sir Philip Francis had been nearly 
four years a clerk in that department. 

It is remarkable that Junius generally shows great 
regard, and at all times much forbearance, towards 
the family of Lord Holland, even when most de- 
voted to Lord Chatham, their powerful adversary. 
This tallies with the relation in which Sir P. Fran- 
cis stood to Lord Holland. His father had been 
his domestic chaplain, and the son owed to him his 
first appointment. Junius seems also by number- 
less proofe to have had a singular personal kindness 
for, and confidence in, Woodfall, and none at all 
for the other publishers, through whoni, under 
various signatures, he addressed the country. Now, 
Sir P. Francis was a schoolfellow of Woodfall, and 
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they were on friendly teilbs through life, though 
they seldom met. Junius seems to have been ap- 
prehensive that WoodfeU suspected who he was; 
for, in one of his private notes, he entreats him ^^ to 
say candidly, whether he knew or suspected who he 
was." 

It is known that Junius attended in the gallery 
of the House of Commons, and he has occasionally 
quoted the debates from his own notes or recollec- 
tions. Sir P. Francis did the same, and he com- 
municated his notes to Almon, for his Life of Lord 
Chatham ; there is a remarkable coincidence with 
Junius in some passages given by both, necessarily 
unknown to each other, and unaccountable unless 
they were one and the same person. 

All these and other matters of external evidence 
of a similar description, make out a case of circum- 
stantial proof, sufficiently striking, and strong 
enough to render the identity highly probable. Is 
the internal evidence equally strong? It is the 
singularity of this question, that, whereas^ in almost 
all other cases the proof rests chiefly, if not wholly, 
on comparison of styles, and there is little or no ex- 
ternal evidence either way, here, in proportion as 
the latter is abundant, the former is scanty. No 
doubt peculiar turns of expression are everywhere 
to be found the same in both ; and even where the 
phrase is of a somewhat extraordinary kind ; as ** q^ 
his side," " so far forth,'' " I mean the publick 
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cause" (for I would promote.) There is also maeh 
of Sir P. Francis's very peculiar manner and hantf 
abrupt temper in the private communications with 
Woodfalli with many phrases common to those 
communications and Sir Philip's known writings 
and conversation. But here, perhaps, the simi- 
larity may be said to end. For there cannot be pro* 
duced any considerable piece of composition known 
to have proceeded from Sir P. Francis's pen which 
is of the same kind with the Letters of Junius ; al* 
though passages of great excellence, foil of point, 
instinct with severity, marked by an implacable 
spirit, and glowing with fierce animation, have been 
selected for the just admiration of critics ; such as 
his invective against Lord Thurlow, his attack upon 
the legal profession in the debate on the continua- 
tion of impeachment after a dissolution, and his de- 
fence of himself against Lord Kenyon*s remarks. 
That these and others of his writings (for though 
these were spoken, they bear all the marks of pre- 
paration, and were couched in a written style) 
were of lesser merit than the Letters in point of 
composition no person of correct taste can affirm. 
But they were not written in the peculiar style of 
Junius, and could not be mistaken for the produc- 
tions of the same much overrated pen. 

It remains, while the question thus hangs in sus- 
pense, to mention the evidence of hand-writing. 
The comparison of Sir P. Francises ordinary hand, 
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which was a x^markably fine one, with the studi- 
ously feigned hand of Junius's Letteirs, and of all 
his private correspondence, seemed to present many 
points of resemblance. But a remarkable writing 
of Sir P. Francis was recovered by the late Mr. 
Daniel Giles, to whose sister he had many years 
before sent a copy of verses with a letter written in a 
fe%ned hand. Upon comparing this fiction with Uie 
facsimiles published by Woodfall of Junius's hand, 
the two were found to tally accurately enough. The 
authorship is certainly not proved by this resem- 
blance, even if it were admitited to prove that Sir 
P. Francis had been employed to copy the letters. 
But the importance of the fact as a circumstance in 
the chain of evidence is undeniable. 

To this may be added the interest which he al- 
ways took in the work. Upon his decease, the 
vellum-bound and gilt copies, which formed the 
only remuneration Junius would receive from the 
publisher, were sought for in vain among his books. 
But it is said that the present which he made his 
second wife on their marriage was a finely bound 
copy of Junius. 

The cause of his carefully concealing his author- 
ship, if indeed he was the author, will naturally be 
asked. No one can tell very confidently, but many 
reasons may be supposed ; and it is quite certain 
that he himself ever regarded the supposition as a 
great impeachment of his character. Had he been 

VOL. III. G 
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on habits of intimacy with the objects of Junius's 
attacks, at the time of those attacks ? Had he ever 
been under personal obligations to them ? A pro- 
mise of secrecy, given when he was appointed to 
India, would only account {<o^ his concealing the 
fkct, not for his indignation in denying it. That 
he was silenced by that appointment is another 
reason why he might not be ready to confess the 
truth. Add to all this^ that they who knew him 
were aware how greatly superior he deemed many 
of his own writings to the much better known and 
more admired letters of his supposed representative. 

There were those who» Te&mug upon things, drew 
an argument in ^vour of his authorship from tHe 
manner of his denial. These reosoners contendfd 
thaft he never plainly and distinctly denied it. Bjut 
this only arose from his fealing it to be an imputa- 
tion, and therefore that he was bound to do a great 
deal more than dischdm-^that it behoved him at 
least to repel with warmth* That his answer to ^11 
such questions implied and contained an, unequiyp* 
cal denial cannot be dpubted. To one he saic^ ,^<r I 
have pleaded not guilty^ and if any one ailer that 
chooses to call me a scoundrel, he is welpome^." 
To another, who said " I'd fain put a question to 
you," he e^^claimed, "You had better not ; you xna-y 
get an answer you won't like." To a third, " Oh, 
they know I'm an old man, and can't fight," 

It is equally true that these answers are not ju- 



ism vmhTF TRAsea^ 127 

consistent with the supposition of his having hftd a 
knowledge of the secret^ and even been engaged in 
the Copying of the letters, without being their 
author ; and it must be added that the same suppo- 
sition tallies also with the greater part^ if not the 
whole, of the circumstances above detailed. In 
this belief it is upon the whole, perhaps, both most 
reasonable and most charitable to rest. If he felt 
the imputation of the authorship to be so grievous 
a charge against him, he has fnll rig^t to plead the 
integrity and honour of his whole life in vindication 
from the main accusation, while his only being 
privy to the secret would imply no criminality at 
all, and his having faatT a merely mechanical share 
in the publication might be accounted for by private 
authority or by official or personal relationship. 

From the purport of the preceding pages will be 
gathered an opinion upon the whole considerably 
lower of this distinguished individual than mny be 
found embodied im the pan^yrical portraiture of 
Mr, Burke's speech on the India Bill. It would not 
be correct to speak, even as regards Indian affains, of 
*^ his deep reach of thought, his large legislative 
conceptions, his grand plans of policy," because 
the mind of Sir Philip Francis was not framed upon 
a model like this, which might serve for the great- 
est genius that ever shone upon state affiurs. It is 
also an exaggeration for Mt^ Burke and his col- 
leagues to affirm that " from him all their lessons had 

q2 
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been learnt, if they had learnt any good ones.'' But 
the highest part of the eulogy rises into no exagge- 
ration :--'' This man, driven from his employment, 
discountenanced by the directors, had no other 
reward and no other distinction but that inward 
' sunshine of the soul/ which a good conscience can 
always bestow on itself." 
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Mention has been made of the enmity which Mr. 
Home Tooke always bore towards Sir Philip Fran- 
cis ; and it is not to be forgotten, among the cir- 
cumstances which tend to connect the latter with 
Junius, that a fierce controversy had raged between 
the author of the Letters' and the great gramma- 
rian ; a controversy in which, although no one now 
doubts that the former was worsted, yet certainly 
the balance of abuse had been on his side, and the 
opinion of the public at the time was generally in 
his fiivour. Another circumstance of the same de- 
scription is the zeal with which Sir Philip Francis 
always espoused the quarrel of Wilkes, as vehemently 
as he made war on Lord Mansfield. Few who re- 
collect the debates of 1817 can forget the violence 
with which he attacked a member of the House of 
Commons for having said something slighting of 
Wilkes, while the eulogy of Lord Mansfield that 
accompanied the censure did not certainly recom- 
mend it to Sir Philip's palate. " Never while you 
live, Sir, say a word in fevour of that corrupt 
judge." — *^ It was only the eloquence of his judg- 
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meat on Wilkes's case that was praised/' — '^ But 
the rule is never to praise a bad man for anything^ 
Remember Jack Lee's golden rule, and be always 
abstemious of praise to an enemy. Lord Mansfield 
was sold on the Douglas cause, and the parties are 
known through whom the money was paid. As for 
Wilkes, whatever may be laid to his charge, joining 
to run him down, is joining the enemy to Irart a 
friend." Sir P. Francis's instinctive rage on such 
subjects as must most have moved the author of, 
Junius was very remarkable. The last great-' 
est effort which that shallow, violent, and unprin« 
cipled writer made, was i^ainst the illustrious judge, 
and it was attended with a signal discomfiture, suffi*^ 
cient to account for his ceasing to write under ti 
name thus exposed to contempt for an arrogances' 
which no resources sustained. Heiice thel)itleT^ 
ness with which the name of Mansfield was recol- * 
lected by Sir P. Francis, suited exceedingly wri- 
the hypothesis of his identity with Junius ; and 
Home Tooke's hatred of Francis seems to betoken 
a suspicion, on his part, of some connexion with the 
anonymous writer. His warfare with Wilkes, whom 
both' Junius and Francis always defended, is as welL 
known as his controversy with Junius. 

No man out of office all his life, and oat of 
parliament all but a few months of its later period, 
ever acted so conspicuous a part in the political 
warfare of his times as Home Tooke. From his 
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earliest years he had devoted himself to the cause 
of liberty, and had given up the clerical profession 
because its duties interfered Vvith secular con- 
trov^sy, which he knew to te his proper element. 
With the pursuits of the bar he perhaps unjustly ' 
conceived that this kind of partisanship could be 
more easily reconciled ; but the indelible nature 
of English orders prevented him from being ad- 
mitted a member of tUe legal profession ; and he 
Has thus thrown upon the world of politics and of 
letters for an occupation. His talents in both these 
spheres were of a high order. To gf eat perspicacity, 
uncommon quickness of apprehension, a ready wit, 
much power of ajpplication, he joined a cautious 
circumspection, and calm deliberation not often 
found in such company, and possessed a firmneso 
of jmipose not to be daunted by any danger, a 
steady perseverance not to be relaxed by difficulties^ 
but rather to be warmed into new zeal by any at- 
tempt at opposition. That he was crafty, however, 
as well as sagacious and reflecting, soon appeared 
iDanifest; and when he was found often to put 
others forward on the stage, while he himself 
prompted behind the scenes, or moved the wlxes 
of the puppet, a distrust of him grew up which 
enabled plain dealers, pursuing a more straight- 
forward course, to defeat him when they happened 
to fall out, although their resources were iu 
every respect incomparably less ample, Notwith- 
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standing this defect, fertOe in expedients^ bold in 
council, confident of his own powers, his influence 
was very great with the popular party, to whom 
indeed he was largely recommended by the mere 
facility of writing when compositions were wanted 
on the spar of the occasion, and the power of 
attacking their adversaries and defeating their 
friends, through the press, now first become a gveat 
engine of political force. For many years there- 
fore he was the adviser and partisaa of greatest 
weight among the high liberty party, that body 
which numbers its supporters out of dooxs by the 
million, and yet is often almost unrepresented in 
either house of parliament s that body which re- 
gards the interests of the people, in other words 
its own interests, as everything, and the schemes, 
the tactics, the conflicts, of the regular parties, as 
nothing, except a proof of Party being a game 
pkyed for the interests of a few under the guise of 
public principle. 

Personal considerati<ms, as well as strongly- 
entertained opinions, gave this view of Party a 
strong hold over Mr. Tooke's mind. He had never 
become acquainted with the Whig leaders, except 
in conflict. With those of the opposite faction of 
course he never could amalgamate. The aristo- 
cratic and exclusive nature of Whig society, the 
conviction then prevailing, and at all times acted 
upon, that the whole interests of the state are 



wrapt up in those of " The Party," while those of 
the party are impUed bj the concerns of a few 
great &inUies, their d^endants, and their £iyour- 
ites, — was sure to keep at. an unpassable distance 
one who, like Mr. Tooke, felt his own rieal import- 
ance, was unwilling to nieasure it by the place he 
held in the estimation of some powerful lord or 
more puissant lady, and was determined not to 
substitute &r.it the base nominal value> attached to 
obsequious servility. 

. In many of their objectioitt to thareg^lar parties 
in the state, Home Tooke^ and those wi^ whom 
Ike acted, wqre very possibly right ; and the friends 
id liberal principles eertainly have had abundant 
reason to lament th^ misconduct of that party whieh 
came the neatest tben^elves itt the line of policy 
th^ approved* But it would be the greatest mis- 
take-in ttie worl$l to suppose tl^at th^se pensons had 
any clgims to superior patriotism, on the ground 
of abjuring all party association, or men that they 
conducted their own afiairs as a &ction upon less 
dxdusiVe principles. The -people at large, whcon 
they couns^ed and generally led, might. wdH 
dbject to the abuse of the party principle, and 
inight deny the right either of Whig or Tory to 
dictate their opinions; but Mr. Tooke and bis 
i^iends, who assumed to be the popular leaders^ 
were banded together in . as regular and compact a 
bddy as ever flocked under the standards of the 

g3 
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Government or the Opposition ; they acted tpg^^ 
ill conc^t ; they gave up lesser differeuces. of m- 
^vidual opinion lor th$ purpose of jqining^ to gain 
some greater advantage on grounds conuaon to all ; 
•iifi^j, they were as jealous of any Wihig interference 
as the Whigs oould be of them ; and hs^ a coteriie 
of their own, with all the littlenesses of such assem- 
blages, just as much as I>evon6hire House qr 
Holland House. The table of some worthy 
alderman was at one time their resort ; the country 
.residehce of an elderly gentlepan, who Intended to 
leave Mr. Home his fortune but only gave him 
1Mb name of Tooke, was aflerwaxds their haunt ; 
latterly the residence of the grammarian himself 
received the initiated ; and it was still more rare^ 
perhaps, to see a regular Whig face in any of thcise 
'very patriotic and veiy select circles than to meet 
Mr. Tooke himself under the roof of the patrician. 
The acquisition of office was, perhaps, much less 
the object in view with those popular chiefis ; it 
certainly was placed at a far greater distance trom 
their grasp ; bu^ they had as little tolerance for 
' any difference of opinion with their own creed, as 
Uttle charity for the errors of those who went half- 
way with them towards their goal, and as great 
eontanpt or dislike of their persons, as if they had 
gone under any of the appellatives which dis- 
tinguish the parliamentary divisions of politicians. 
That Mr. Tooke could take the field in political 
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tonfiict as well as rule the councils of the people 
by his wisdom, was constaiitly made sufficiently 
apparent. If the pen of a ready writer were 
wanted, none more ready to take up whatever 
gauntlet the literary enemies of freedom might 
throw down, or to rouse the sleeping lion of state 
prosecution. If the scene of the fight lay on £he 
Hustings, the Parson of Brentford was one of the 
most skilfUl and readiest to address the gathered 
multitude. If, in either capacity, as a writer or 
as a speaker, he came within the fangs of the law, 
those who kept him from conducting the suits of 
others soon found that he was the most able and 
skilful advocate of his own. Whether the contest 
were to be maintained with the scribes of the 
Treasury through the press, or its candidates 9t 
public meetings, or its lawyers in the conrte of 
justice, he was ready with his pen, his tongue, his 
learning ; and he seldom lefl any antagonist reason 
to gratulate himself on the opponent he had met or 
the victory he had won. His conduct of bis own 
defence, against a prosecution for libel at the 
breaking out of the American war, when he had 
no assistance of counsel ; and his cross-examination 
of the witnesses, when tried for High Treascm in 
1794, having the powerful aid of Mr. Ersktne, 
were both justly admired, as displaying great ad- 
dress, readiness, presence of mind, and that circum-* 
' spection which distinguished him in all situations^ 
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making him a taa more safe connaellor tban ih& 
high popular party almost ever at any other time 



But it was not in action only that he distin- 
guished himself, and gained great and deserved 
popularity. He sufi^fed and suffered much for his 
principles. A bold and a just denunciation of the 
attack made upon our American brethren, which 
now-a^ys would rank among the very mildest 
and tamest tfiusions of the periodical press, con- 
demned him to a prison f6r twelve months, destined 
to have been among the most active of his lile.^ 
His exertions to obtain plirliameotary reform ind 
good government for the cfoutiti^, accompaniect 
with no conspiracy, and marked by no kind of 
personal or party violence, subj^ted his house tc^ 
be ransacked by policed officers, his iepoisitories to 
be broken open, his private conespotideikce to Bb^ 
exposed, his daughters to be alarmed and insulted, 
his pa«on, now bent down with grievous infirmities,' 
to be hunried away in the night, undergo an is-' 
quisitorial examinatioh before a secret councfl,' be- 
flung into prison, and only released alter months? 
of confinement, and after putting his life in jeopardy 
by a trial for High Treason. These are sufferings' 
which fair- weather politicians kno^ nothihg of, 
which the members of the regular parties see at a^ 
distance, using them for topics of declamation 
figainst their adversaries, and as the materials lEbr 
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turning sentences in their holiday speeches — ^but 
they are sufFerings which make men dear to the 
people ; which are deeply engraved on the public 
mind ; which cause them to be held in everlasting 
remembrance atid love and honour by all reflecting 
men ; because they set the seal upon all professions 
of patriotism, and, bolting the wheat from the chaff 
ii^ the mass of. candidates for public i&vour, show 
who be they that care for their principles, by 
showing who can' suffer for them, and tell with a 
dlear voice upon whom it is safe to rely as the 
vdtaries of pubHc virtue. 

That Mr. Tooke should after these trials have re- 
mained out of Parliament, to enter which he 
dia<ie so many attenipts, could only be accounted 
-kit by the ebrmpt eleetire system which was then 
estabHshed. No sooner had a partiarreform been 
effected than Cobbett and even Hunt found a seat for 
populous places. But the only time that Mr. Tooke 
ever sat in the House of Commons he was returned' 
by the most close of all close boroughs, Old Sanim 
itself^ then the proparty' of Lord Camelford, the 
most harmlsss^of whose vagaries was placing this 
eihinentpersdri til parliament. The old objection 
however of holy orders being Indelible, was noW 
revived; and though it was not determined that 
he whom it had prevented from practising as a 
lawyer was tkereby also incapacitated from ex- 
ep^sing the fancticms of a legislator, yet a declara- 
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tory act was passed which prevented any priest 
from ever after sitting in the House of Commons. 
The act was so far retrospective that it affected 
all persons then in orders. 

By this proceeding neither Mr. Tooke nor the 
country sustained any loss. His talents appeared 
not to be, at least now that he had reached a late 
period of life, well fitted for Parliamentry debate.' 
On the hustings he had shone with great brilliancy. 
Even in the warfere of the bar he was well. calcu- 
lated to excel. For addressing the multitude with 
effect he had many of the highest qualifications. 
Without any power whatever of declamation, with 
no mastery over the passions, with a manner so fkr 
from ever partaking at all of vehemence that it 
was hardly animated in the ordinary degree of con- 
versation, he nevertheless was so clear in his posi- 
tions, so distinct in his statements of fact, so ready 
in his repartee, so admirably gifted with the know- 
ledge of what topics would tell best on the occasion, 
so dexterous in the employment of short, plain, 
strong arguments, so happy in the use of his various 
and even motley information, could so powerfully 
season his discourse with wit and with humour, 
and so boldly, even recklessly, handle the most 
perilous topics of attack, whether on individuals or 
on establishments, that it may be doubted if any 
man in modern times, when the line has been drawn 
between refined eloquence and mob oratory, ever 
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{bddressed the multitude with more certain, more 
uniform success. Whoever reads the speeches at 
the different Westminster elections of 1790, 1796, 
and 1802, when he stood against both the Govern- 
ment candidate and. Mr. Fox, will at once perceive 
how vastly superior bis were to those of the other 
speakers. But, as Mr. Fox was generally very 
unsuccessful on such occasions,, this comparison 
would furnish an inadequate notion of his great 
merits in this kind. It is more material to add^ 
that his slow, composed manner, and clear enuncia- 
tion, enabling what he said to be easily taken down, 
the reports which are penned convey a very accu- 
late idea of the singular degree in which he ex- 
celledk On the other hand, he was peculiarly fitted 
for the very different contests of forensic skill, by 
his learning, his subtlety, his quick and sure per- 
ception of resemblances and of diversities, which 
with his unabashed boldness, his presence of mind, 
and his imperturbable temper, made him a most 
powerful advocate, whether before a judge in 
arguing points of law, or in the conduct of the in- 
quiry for a jury's decision. That he was wholly 
impregnable in the position which he took, both 
the Court felt when its efforts to stop him or turn 
aside his course were found to be utterly vain, and 
the opposing advocate who never for an instant 
could succeed in putting him down with the weight 
of authority and of station, any more than in circum- 
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venting him by the niceties of technical lore. AS 
that the Mansfields and the Bullers could ever effect, 
was to occasion a repetition, with aggravating varia- 
tions, of the offensive passages ; all that Attorney- 
Generals could obtain was some new laughter from 
the audience at their expense. UnruiHed by the 
vexation of interruptions, as undaunted by power, 
by station, by professional experience, by the truly 
formidable conspiracy against all interlopers, in 
which the whole bar, almost fiUing the court on 
great occasions, really is in a considerable degree, 
but appears to be in a far larger extent, combined, 
-^there stood the layman, rejected as a Barrister, 
relying only on his own resources, and in the mosfr 
plain and homely English, with more than the self- 
possession and composure of a judge who had the 
whole Court at his feet, uttered the most offensive 
opinions, garnished with the broadest and bitterest 
sarcasms at all the dogmas and all the functionaries 
whom almost all other men were agreed in deeming 
exempt from attack, and even too venerable for ob- 
servation. That his coolness and boldness occasion- 
ally encroached upon the adjoining province of 
audacity, which might even be termed impudence, 
cannot be denied. When he would turn the laugh 
against a person who had offended him, or had 
defeated him, there was nothing at which he would 
stick. Thus Mr. Beaufoy having fallen short of 
his expectations in his evidence to character, or to po- 
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littcal and personal intimacy^ at the Treason trials, 
he resented his coldness and refreshed his recollec- 
tion by a story, inrented at the moment. ** Was 
it not when you came to complain to me of Mr. Pitt 
not returning your bow in Parliament-fitreet ?'* 
And in private society he was as unscrupulous in 
dealing with facts, as has been remarked when 
speaking of the dislike he bore Sir P. Francis. It 
was another defect in hb forensic exertions that 
he was apt to be ove^-refining ; but this and other 
fmilts need excite little wonder, when we reflect 
that on those occasions he laboured under the ex-^ 
tteme disadvantage of entire want of practice. 
The wonder is that one who was only three or four 
times in a court of justice should have displayed a 
talent and a tact of which experienced advocates 
might have been proud. 

When he came into the House of Commons, 
where earlier in life he certainly would have had 
great success, he entirely failed. One speech, that 
in his own case, was &vourably received ; but on 
the few other occasions on which he came forward, 
he was without any dispute unsuccessful. His 
Hustings habits and topics were entirely unsuited 
to the more severe genius of the place ; and he was 
too old to lay them aside, that he might clothe him- 
self in the parliamentary attire. 

But much and justly as he was distinguished in 
his own time both among popular leaders, and as a 
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martyr for popular principles, it is as « philosophies. 
gTammarian that his naaie will Teach the most, 
distant ages. To this charact^ his pretensions 
were of the highest class. Acumen not to be surrr 
passed, learning quite adequate to the . occasion, a 
strong predilection for the pursuit,, quali^d him 
to take the iir9t place, and to leave the science 
scanty when his inquiries l^gan, enlarge and en- 
riched by his discoveries i for discoveries he made^ 
as incontestably as ev^ did ih0 foU^^er of physioa}^ 
science by the cognate tnethods.'Of indiictive ifk* 
vestigation. 

The principle upon which his sjgteni is founded 
ebccds in simplicity, and id eminentl^f natural and 
reasonable. As all our knowledge, relalespiiunaxily; 
to things, as mere; existence is nianifestly the firsli 
idea which the mind can have, as it. is simj^ wilhr 
out involving any process of reasopiag,-— substan-^ 
tives are evidently the ihrst objects of oi&r thOughtSi 
atid we learn their existence before we contemplate 
their actions, motions,' or dhanges^ Jklotion iei a 
complex and not a simple idea: it is gained from 
the comparison of two places or positioloiS^ and 
drawing tlie conclusion that a change has happeited. 
Action, or the relation between the ag;e6t dud the 
act, is still more complex : it implies' tbi observa* 
tion of two events fbllpwing one another, but 
until we have puirsued this sequence very often, we 
never could think of connecting them together* 
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l^hoee actions which we o^rselvps perform are yet 
less simple, and theexpeneaee which teaches us our 
awn thoughts must be accompanied with more re- 
flection. As for other ideas of a genei;al or abstract 
nature, they are still later of being |dist^lctly formed^ 
Hence the ovigin of language must be traced to 
sabstantives, to existences, to simple apprahen^* 
sions, to things. Having given, names to these, we 
prooeed to use those names in expressing diange, 
action, motion, su£^ring, manners of doing, modea 
of^ suffering or of being-. Thus v^bs are employed^ 
and they are obtained from substantives. Beb^tiotas^ 
relative posidons^ comparisons^ contracts, affinities, 
^gatives, exclamations follow ; and the power of 
expresfflng these is obtained from substantives and 
^m verb^. So that all lai^uage becomes simply^ 
naturally, rationally^ reisolved into substantives 
as its elem^^, or snbstantivqs and verbs, vetbs 
themselves beihg acqpired ftank substantives. 

The simple grandeur of this leading idea, which 
runs througli the. whole of Iliilr. Tooke's system, 9it 
Gtice recomm^ds it to our dQcejptatioa. But the de** 
tails of the theory are its great merit ; for he followed 
it into every minute particular of our language^ 
and only left it imperfect in confining his specula^** 
tions to the English tongpie^ while doubtless the 
doctrine is of universal application. He had great 
resources for the performance of the task which 
he thus set himself. A master of the old Saxoui 
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the root of our noble language ; thoroughly and 
£imiliarly acquainted with all our best writers; 
sufficiently skilled in other tongues ancient and 
modem, though only generally, and, for any pur- 
poses but that of his Anglo-Saxon inquiry, rather 
superficially, he could trace with a clear and steady 
eye the relations and derivations of all our parts of 
speech ; and in delivering his remarks, whether to 
illustrate his own principles, or to expose the errors 
of other theories, or to controvert and expose to 
ridicule his predecessors, his never-fiuling ingenuity 
and ready wit stood him in such constant stead, that 
he has made one of the driest subjects in the whole 
range of literature or science, one of the most 
amusing and even lively of books ; nor did any one 
ever take up the Diversions of Purley* (as he haus 
quaintly chosen to call it) and lay it down till some 
other avocation tore it firom his hands. 

The success of this system has been such as its 
great essential merits, and its more superficial attrac- 
tions combined, might have led us to expect. All 
men are convinced of its truth ; and as every thing 
which had been done before was superseded by it, 
so nothing has since been efiected unless in pursuing 
its views and building upon its solid foundations. 
One only fault is to be found, not so much with the 
system as with its effects upon the understanding 

* Exca vTcpocKra is the more classical synonyme which 
k bears. 



MB. HORBE TOOKE. 1 46 

and habits of the iogenioiis author. Its brilliaiit 
success made him an etymologist and gramHiarian in 
everything. He became prone to turn all con- 
troversies into discussions on terms. He saw roots 
and derivatives in everything ; and was apt to think 
he had discovered a decisive ai'gument, or solved a 
political or a metaphysical or an ethical problem, 
when he had only found the original meaning of a 
word. Thus he would hold that the law of libel 
was unjust and absurd because libel means a little 
book ; no kind of proof that there may not be a 
substantive offi^nee which goes by such a name, any 
more than forgery is denied to be a crime, although 
the original of the name is the very innocent oper- 
ation of hammering iron softkied in the fire. But 
he also in the case referred to left wholly out of view 
half the phrase ; for it is ccnrtain that libel, or 
libeUttSf is not the Latin of libel, but libeUtts 
famosus, a defamatory writing. 

But this' etymological pedantry was engrafted 
upon a rich stock of sound and healthy constitu- 
tional learning. Few men were better acquainted 
with the history of his country in all its periods. 
The antiquities of our language were hardly better 
known to him, or the changes which it had under- 
gone, than the antiquities and the progress of our 
mixed constitution. His opinions might be strong- 
ly tinged with democracy, but towards a republic 
he had no leaning whatever ; and he erred fully as 
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much in undervaluing the people's capacity of self- 
government, as in the belief of their having an- 
ciently enjoyed more power in the monarchy than 
they ever possessed. In the virtues of representa- 
tive government, the great discovery of modern 
times, by whidi popular rights are rendered capable 
of exercise on a large scale, and a democratic 
scheme of polity bec(Hneg reconcileable with an ex« 
t^isive territory and a numerous community, he 
had the most entire confidence: but he would have 
pushed the right of eu£&age farther than the edu- 
cation of the people rendered safe ; and it was a 
great inconsistency in his doctrines, that while he 
held the notion of the whole people governing 
themselves to be utterly chimerical and absurd, he 
yet desired to see the whole people yearly select 
their rulers. Not can we trace in any of his wri- 
tings the idea, so natural^ and indeed so obviously 
flowing from his own principles, that in proportion 
as the people become better informed and more ex- 
perienced, the extension of their rights becomes 
safe, and if safe, becomes also just and necessary, 
until at length they are fitted for a much larger 
share in managing their own afiairs than any pierely 
Parliamentary Reformer has ever yet assigned to 
them. 

Subject to these remarks^ and to the further ol>- 
servation, that, like all learned men and legal anti- 
quaries, he set too great store by antiquity, guided 
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himself too much by precedent, and was not suffi- 
ciently alive to the necessity of new schemes of 
policy in an altered and improved state of circum- 
stances, his constitutional knowledge, and the use 
made of it, was of very great value. He was ever 
ready to stand on the firm grouHd of right, and to 
press the claims of men to their legal privileges. 
He brought many important constitutional ques- 
tions to a fair issue ; he was the patron, the sup- 
porter, the fellow -labourer of all who dared to resist 
arbitrary power^ and would make a stand for the 
rights of man, and the principles of the constitution. 
In the pursuit of these things he could resist both 
the frowns of power and the clamours of the mob ; 
and although his life was spent as one among the 
leaders of the high popular party, he was as often 
i^ controversy with others who, having no learning 
like his, and no discretion to guide- them, went ex- 
travagant lengths to please the multitude, and as 
often the object of popular dislike, as he was of &- 
vour from the mass of his followers. In his con- 
troversy with Wilkes, he showed this courage 
abundantly : he was clearly in the right ; he was 
attacked in a manner wholly vile and odious by a 
profligate man, and an unprincipled politician ; he 
maintained his ground to the satisfaction of the 
reasoning and reflecting few ; but he was the object 
of general and fierce popular indignation for -daring 
to combat the worthless idol of the thoughtless mob. 
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In private life he was eminently agreeable, and 
his manners were those of a high-bred gentleman. 
His conversation was admirably diversified with 
both wit and argument, ordinary and rare infonn&- 
tion. Its vice was. that of his understanding — a 
constant pursuit of paradox ; — and that of his cha- 
racter — a love of victory, and a carelessness about 
truth. His etymological renown brought him in 
contact with many men of letters i and his ancient 
antagonist, Lord Thurlow, hopeless of living to 
see the last part of the E^rca 9rr£f>oevra, proposed 
to make his acquaintance, that he might discuss {& 
subject with him. They met accordingly, the ex- 
Chancellor volunteering a visit to Wimbledon, as 
being by a little the less infirm of the two. A 
considerable intimacy thus grew up between these 
veterans, who were probably reconciled even on 
political scores by their common enmity to the 
powerful minister of the day. 
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We haTe stepped aside from contemplating the 
figures of those who had the confidence of George 
III., and who also presided over the councils of 
George IV. during the Regency and during his 
ragn, in order to consider three of their opponents ; 
but it is time that we return to survey others of 
the leading men in whose hands the guidance' of the 
gtate was placed, until the period towards the end 
of his reign, when the Tory party was broken up 
by the differences between Mr. Canning and his 
colleagues. Those men also belong to the times 
of George III. They were, like Lord Eldon, the 
component parts of Mr. Addington's administration, 
the cabinet which enjoyed his fiivour more than 
any he ever had after the dismissal of Lord North ; 
and perhaps it was the mediocrity of their talents, 
in general, that chiefly recommended them to his 
regards. For with the exception of Lord Eldou 
and Lord St. Vincent, the list comprises no great 
names. Of the ^^safe and middling men," de- 
scribed jocularly by Mr. Canning, as " meaning 

VOL. III. H 
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very little, nor meaning that little well,"* Lord 
Castlereagh was, in some respects, the least incon- 
siderable. His capacity was greatly underrated 
from the poverty of his discourse ; and his idea^ 
passed for much less than they were worth, from 
the habitual obscurity of his expressions. But he 
was far above the bulk of his colleagues in abili- 
ties ; and none of them all, except Lord St. Yin- 
cent, with whom he was officially connected only 
for a short time, exercised so large an influence 
over the fortunes of their country. Indeed scarce 
any man of any party bore a more important place 
in public aflairs, or occupies a larger space in the 
history of his times. 

Few men of more limited capacity or more 
meagre acquirements than Lord Castlerei^h pos- 
sessed, had before his day ever risen to any station 
of eminence in our free country ; fewer still have 
long retained it in a State where mere Court intrigue 
and princely favour have so little to do with men's 
advancement. But we Iiave lived to see persons 
of even more obscure merit than Lord Castlereagh 
rise to equal station in this country. Of sober and 
industrious habits, and become possessed of busi- 
ness-like talents by long experience, he was a per- 

* ** Happy the nation's fate, I ween, 
As Britain's sons can tell, 
Whose rulers very little mean. 
Nor mean that little well." 
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eon of the most commonplace abilities. He had a 
reasonable quickness of apprehension and clearness 
of understanding, but nothing brilliant or in any 
way admirable marked either his conceptions or his 
elocution. Nay, to judge of his intellect by his 
eloquence, we should certainly have formed a very 
un&ir estimate of its perspicacity. For, though it 
was hardly possible to underrate its extent or com- 
prehensiveness, it was very far from being confused 
and perplexed in the proportion of his sentences ; 
and the listener who knew how distinctly the 
speaker could form his plans, and how clearly his 
ideas were known to himself, might, comparing 
small things with great, be reminded of the prodi- 
gious contrast between the distinctness of Oliver 
Cromwell's understanding, and the hopeless con- 
fusion and obscurity of his speech. No man, be- 
sides, ever attained the station of a regular debater 
in our Parliament with such an entire want of all 
classical accomplishment, and indeed of all literary 
provision whatsoever. While he never showed 
the least symptom of an information extending be- 
yond the more recent volumes of the Parliamentary 
Debates, or possibly the files of the newspapers 
only, his diction set all imitation, perhaps all de- 
scription, at defiance. It was with some an amuse- 
ment to beguile the tedious hours of their unavoid- 
able attendance upon the poor, tawdry, ravelled 
thread of his sorry discourse, to collect a kind of 

h2 
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(wa from the fragments of mixed, incongruous, 
and disjointed images that frequently appeared in 
it« • " The features of the clause " — " the ignorant 
impatience of the relaxation of taxation " — ^' sets 
of circumstances coming up and circumstances 
going down" — "men turning their backs upon 
themselves" — "the honourable and learned gen- 
tleman's wedge getting into the loyal feelings of 
the manu&cturing classes" — "the constitutional 
principle wound up in the bowels of the monarch- 
ical principle " — " the Herculean labour of the 
honourable and learned member, who will find 
himself quite disappointed when he has at laat 
brought forth his Hercules" — (by a slight con- 
founding ef the mother's labour which produced 
that hero, with his own exploits which gained him 
immortality) — these are but a few, and not the 
richest samples, by any means, of a rhetoric which 
often bafiled alike the gravity of the Treasury 
Bench and the art of the reporter, and left the 
wondering audience at a loss to conjecture how 
any one could ever exist, endowed with humbler 
pretensions to the name of orator. 

Wherefore, when the Tory party, "having a 
devil," preferred him to Mr. Canning for their 
leader^ all men naturally expected that he would 
«E^rdy fail to command even the attendance of 
the House while he addressed it; and that the 
benches, empty during his time, would only be re- 



plenished when his highly-gifted competitor rose. 
They were greatly deceived ; they underrated th« 
effect of place and power; they forgot tiiat thM 
representative of a government speaks ** as one hav* 
ing authority, and not as the Scribes." But th^y 
also forgot that Lord Castlereagh had some quaB» 
lities well fitted to conciliate favour, and even to 
provoke admiration, in the absence of every thiog 
like eloquence, and without having ever wiitten.a 
line in the ^Anti- Jacobin.' He was a bold aiid fcaarf 
less man ; the very courage with which he exposed 
himself unabashed to the most critical audience i4 
the world, while incapable of uttering two sent«wel 
of anything but the meanest matter, in. the most 
wretched language; the gallantry with which b'^ 
&eed the greatest difficulties of a* question; ih^ 
tlnflinching perseverance with which he' went 
through a whole subject, leaving untonohed not 
one of its points, whether he could grapple with it 
or no, and not one of the adverse argumentsy ha^ 
ever forcibly and felicitously they had. been ui^pM^, 
neither daunted by recollecting the impression jtist 
made by his antagonist's brilliant display, nor 
damped by consciousness of the very rags in ^ich 
he now presented himself — all this made him upetn 
the whole rather a ikvourite with the audienee 
whose patience he was taxing mercilessly, aiHei 
whose gravity he ever and aQcm put to a very 
severe trial. Nor can any one iMive forgotten the 
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kind of pride that mantled on the fronts of the 
Tory phalanx, when, after being overwhelmed 
with the powerful fire of the Whig opposition, or 
galled by the fierce denunciations of the Mountain/ 
or harassed by the brilliant though often tinsel dis-^ 
plays of Mr. Canning, their chosen leader stoodt 
forth, and presenting the graces of his eminently 
patrician figure, flung open his coat, displayed a& 
azure ribbon trayersing a snow- white chest. Mid 
declared '^ his high satisfaction that he could now 
meet the charges against him ikce to ftce, and repei 
with indignation all that his adversaries were bold 
and rash enough to advance.'' 

Such he was in debate ; in councfl he certainlj!! 
had far more resources. He possessed a consider^ 
ble fund of plain sense, not to be misled by any re^ 
finement of speculation, or clouded by way fimcHbl 
notions. He went straight to his point. He was 
brave politically as well as personally. Of thi^ 
his conduct on the Irish Union had given abundant 
proof; and nothing could be more just than the rei^ 
buke which, as connected with the topic of personal 
courage, we may recollect his administering to a 
great man who had passed the limits of Pap- 
liamentary courtesy — " Every one must be sen- 
sible," he said, " that if any personal quarrel were 
desired, any insulting language used publicly where 
it could not be met as it deserved, was the way to 
prevent and not to produce such a rencounter." — 
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No one nftst that treated him with disrespect. 
The complaints made of his Irish administration 
were well grounded as r^parded the corruption of 
the Parliament by which he accomplished the 
Union, though he had certainly no direct hand in 
the bribery practised ; but they were entirely un* 
founded as regarded the cruelties practised during 
and after the Rebellion. Far from partaking in 
these atrocities, he uniformly and strenuously- set 
bis face against them<i He was of a cold tempera- 
ment and determined character, but not of a cruel 
disposition ; and to him, mote than perhaps to any 
one else, was owing the termination of the ^tem 
stained with blood. It is another topic of high 
praise that he took a generous part i^;ainst the fitc« 
tion which, setting themselves against all liberal, all 
tolerant government, sought to drive from their 
posts the two most venerable rulers with whom 
Ireland bad ever, been blessed, Gornwallis and Aber* 
eromby. Nor can it be too often repeated that 
when his colleagues acting under Lord Clare had 
denounced Mr. Grattan in the Lords' Report, as 
implicated iii a g^uilty knowledge of the rebellion, 
he, and he alone, prevented the Report of the 
Commons from joining in the sune groundless 
charge i^;ainst the illustrious patriot. An intima- 
tion of this from a common friend* (who communi- 
cated the remarkable &ct to the author of these 

♦ The Knight of Kerry. 
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pages) nlone prevented a personal meeting betweea 
the two upon a subsequent occasion. 

Lonl Castlereagh's. foreign administratioa w^mi 
aa destitute of all merit aa possible. No eiJargedr 
▼JBWs guided his conduct; no liberal principlea 
claimed his regard;, no generous sympathies, oa 
gjirateful feelii^ for the people whose su£fori«g8 
a^d whose valour had accomplished the restoration 
of thair national independence, prompted hUtongue, 
when he carried forth from the land of liberty that 
influence which she had a right to exercise,-Mihe 
who . had made such vast sacrifices^ and was Aeyei: 
in return to reap any the least selfish adviaBtag|94 
The representative of England among, tho^ Powecs 
whom her treasure and her arms had doi^^so n^i^ch 
tp i^ye, he ought to have held the language be? 
coming a free state, and claimed for justice and fo.r 
liberty. the recognition which he had the better 
right to demand, that we gained nothing for ourr 
9elves after all our si^erings, and all our .expea^ 
diture of blood as well as money. Instead of thu;^ 
he flung himself at once and for ever into the anmi 
of the sovereigns — seemed to take a vulgar pride 
in being suffered to become their associate — apr 
peared desirous, with the vanity of an upstart ele- 
vated unexpectedly into higher circles, of forget- 
ting what he had been, and qualifying himself for 
the company he now kept, by assuming their habits, 
-^and never pronounced any of those words so la- 
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mifiar with the English nation and with English 
statesmen, in the mother tongue of a limited mo- 
narchy, for fear that they might be deemed low- 
Bred, and unsuited to the society of crowned heads, 
fti which he was living, and to which they might 
prove as distasteful as they were unusual. 

It is little to be wondered at, that those poten- 
tates found him ready enough with his defence of 
their Holy Alliance. When it was attacked in 
1816, he began by denying that it meant anything 
at all. He afterwards explained it away as a mere 
pledge of pacific intentions, and a new security for 
the stability of the settlement made by the Con- 
gress of Vienna. Finally, when be was compelled 
to depart from the monstrous principle of system- 
atic interference to which it gave birth, and to 
establish which it was originally intended, he made 
00 tardy, so cold, so reluctant a protest against the 
general doctrine of the Allies, that the influence of 
England could not be said to have been exerted at 
all in behalf of national independence, even if the 
protest had been unaccompanied with a carte blanche 
to the Allies for all injuries they were offering to 
particular states in the genuine spirit of the sysrtem 
protested against. The Allies issued from Troppaa 
one manifesto, from Laybach another, against the 
ftee constitution which had just been established 
at Naples by a military force co-operating with a 
movement of the people. On the eve of the Par- 

H 3 
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liament meeting (19th Jan. 1821), Lord Castle* 
reagh delivered a note to the Holy AlUes, exprece- 
ing in feeble and measured tenns a Tery meagre 
dissent from the principle of interference; but 
adding a peremptory disapproval of the means by 
which the Neapolitan revolution had been effected^ 
and indicating very plainly that England would 
allow whatever they chose to do for the purpose 
^ puttii^down the new government and restoring 
the old. It is certain that this kind of revolution 
is of all others the very worst, and to liberty the 
most unpropitious. It is also probable that the 
pec^le of Naples knew not what they sought ; nay^ 
when they proclaimed the Spanish Constitution, it is 
said there was no copy of it to be found in the whole 
city. Nevertheless the same kind of military move^ 
ment had produced the destruction of the same 
eonstitution in Spain, and restored the power and 
prerogative of Ferdinand ; and no exception had 
be^i ever taken to it, in that instance, either by 
the Holy Allies or by England. There could 
therefore be no doubt whatever, that this mode of 
effecting changes in a government was only dis- 
pleasing to those parties when the change happened 
to be of a popular kind, and that a military revoi> 
lution to restore or to found a despotic government 
was a thing perfectly to their liking. Thus faintly 
dissented from as to the principle, and not even 
faintly opposed as to its application in the particular 
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instance^ the three sovereigns deputed one of their 
number to march, and the Austrian troops ended^ 
in a few days, all that the Neapolitan army had 
done in as many hours. 

But late in 1822, Spain, or rather Madrid, again 
became the scene of a revolutionary moirem^t ; 
and the people obtained once more a free form of 
government. Again the Holy Allies set them- 
selves to work ; and, on this occai^on, their 
manifestoes were directed to arm France with 
the authority of the League. First, an army 
was assembled on the Spanish frontier, under thi 
stale pretext of some infectious disorder requiring 
a sanitary cordon ; the same pretext on which the 
legitimate predecessors of the Holy Allies had in 
former times surrounded unhappy Poland with 
their armed hordes — the only difierence being, 
that an epidemic was in that instance said to he 
raging among the cattle, and now it was supposed 
to be the plague among men. A great change 
had, however, now taken place in the British de* 
partment of Foreign A£&irs. Lord Castlereagh's 
sudden death had changed Mr. Canning's Indian 
destination, and placed him both at the head of the 
Foreign Office, and in the lead of the House of 
Commons. His views were widely diflferent from 
those of his predecessor. He was justly jealous of 
the whole principles and policy of the Holy Alli- 
ance ; he was disgusted with the courtly language 



160 STATESMEN vpF tKIME OF GEORGE III. 

of the crafty and cruel despots who, under the mask 
of religious zeal, were enslaving Europe : he was 
indignant at the subservient part in those designs 
which England had been playing ; and he was re- 
solved that this obsequiousness should no longer 
disgrace his country. In America, he was deter- 
mined that the colonies of Spain should be recog- 
xiii^ as clothed with the independence which thfy 
liad purchased by their valour ; in Europe, he was 
fixed in the design of unchaining England froml^e 
chariot wheels of the Holy Allies. It is fin^m this 
portion of his life, and from his having, in 1827» 
been joined by most of the more considerable Whi^, 
that men are accustomed to regard Mr. Gannij^ 
as a man of liberal opinions. In no other |»i^^t 
did h? dijBfer from Lord Castlereagh, who was ako 
a steady friend of Catholic Emancipation.. ' In-fio 
instance whatever liad he made the Ime^ saerifioe 
to that lately acquired liberality. Even when ke 
clothed himself in it, as many held, in order to 
obtain needful support against his Tory eiiemm, 
he sho\^ed as scanty a measure of its fyaik as was 
possible; and . the &ct is beyond aU dispute, tb^ 
he both declared against Catholic £miia^i$Nati^, 
and tried every means to obtain reqrujts U^ his. /Q£(« 
binet among the Tories^ rather than a^init Whigs 
into it. 



( lai ) 



LORD LIVERPOOL. 



The eminent individual nrhom we have jiist been 
surveying * never rose to the place of ostensible 
Prime Minister, ^though for the last ten years of 
his life he exercised almost all the influence of 
that ofike, and was the ministerial leader of the 
House of Commons. But Lord Liverpool was 
tlie nominal chief, at lecust, under whom he 
served. He presided over the -councils of Eng- 
land for a longer time than any other, except- 
ing Walpole and Pitt, and for a period incom* 
pnrably mo^ glorious in all that is commonly 
deemed to constitute national renown. He was 
Prime Minister of England for fifteen years, af^er 
having filled in succession almost every political 
^iffice, irom under-secretary of state upwards^; and 
passed his whole life, from the age of manhood, in 
1^ public service, save the single year that fol- 
lowed the death of Mr. Pkt. So long and so little 
interrupted a course of official prosperity was neve?, 
perhaps, enjoyed by any other statesman. 

But this was not his only felicity. It happened 

* Lord Castlereagh. 
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to him, that the years during which the helm of 
the state, as it is called, was intrusted to his hands, 
were those of the greatest events, alike in negotia- 
tion, in war, in commerce, and in finance, which ever 
happened to illustrate or to checker the annals of 
Europe. He saw the power of France attain a 
pitch altogether unexampled, and embrace the 
whole of the continent, except Russia alone, hitherto 
believed safe in her distant position and enormous 
natural strength ; but he saw her, too, invaded, her 
numerous armies overthrown, her almost inaoeess* 
ible capital destroyed. Then followed the insur* 
rection of conquered Germany — the defeat of 
victorious France — the war pushed into her ter- 
ritory — the advance of the allies to the capitat^^ 
the restoration of the ancient dynasty. By a sin- 
gular coincidence, having signalized his outset in 
public life by a supposition which he propounded aa 
possible — a march to Paris — this was then deemed 
so outrc^eous an absurdity that it became connected 
with his name as a standing topic of ridicule ; yet 
he lived to see the impossibility realized, was Prime 
Minister when the impossible event actually hap* 
pened,^ and did not survive the dynasty which he 
had mainly contributed to restore. Peace was thus 
brought back, but without her sister, plenty ; and 
intestine discord now took the place of foreign war. 
He saw the greatest distress which this country had 
ever suffered in all the departments of her vast and 
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various iodustry; agriculture sunk down, manu- 
^tuies depressed to the earth, commerce strug- 
gling for existence, an entire stop put to all schemes 
for lightening the load of the public debt, and a 
convulsion in the value of all property, in the re- 
laHcms of all creditors and all debtors, in the 
<^ratioB of all t^ntracts between man and man — 
the inevitable effects of a sudden and violent 
■alteration of the currency, the standard of which 
his colleagues, twenty years before, had interfered 
to. change. Gradually he saw trade, and agricul- 
ture, and industry in all its branches, again revive, 
but public discontent not subnding ; both in Ire- 
laud, which he mainly helped to misgcnwrn, and 
in- England, where he oppeted aU politieal im« 
fffovement, he witnessed the tremendous effects of 
a people becoming more lightened than their 
nileis ; and the last years of his life were spent in 
vaAA efforts to escape from a sight of the torrent 
which he could not stem. It made an interlude in 
this long and varied political scene, that he con- 
sented to the worst act ever done by any English 
monarch, the persecution of his Queen for acts of 
hers and for purposes of his own, connected with a 
course of maltreatment to which the history of 
coiyugal misdemeanor furnishes no parallel. 

Yet, prodigious as is the importance, and singular 
as the variety of these events, which all happened 
during his administration, — and although party ran 
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higlier and took a far more personal turn during 
thMe fifteen yean than at anj other period of our 
political history, — no minister, nay, few men In 
any subordinate public station, ever passed his time 
witb so little ill-will directed towards himself, had 
so much forbearance shown him upon all occasions, 
nay, few engaged uniformly so large a share of per- 
sonal esteem. To what did he owe this rare felicity 
of his lot ? How came it to pass that a station, in all 
other mea'a cases the most irksome, in his was easy 
— thai the conch, so thorny to others, was to him 
(^down? Whence the singular spectacle of the 
Prime Minister— the person primarily answerable 
for anything which is done amiss, and in &Uit often 
made to answer for whatever turns out unluckily 
through no possible fault of his own, or indeed of 
any man — should, by common consent, have been 
exempted from almost all blame ; and that who- 
ever attacked most bitterly all other public func- 
tionaries, in any department, should have felt it no 
business of his to speak otherwise than respectfully, 
if not tenderly, or if not respectfully, yet with mild 
forbearance, of him, who, having been all his life 
in high office, a party to every unpopular and 
unfortunate proceeding of the government, and 
never a changeling in any one of his political opi- 
nions, even in the most unpopular of all, was now 
fdr so many long years at the head of the national 
councils, and in the first instance, by the law 
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af,,)th6 ooQstitutioa and in paint of &Qty aq. 
severable for whatever was done or whateYCsr w«d 
D€^l^c(ed? . , 

Tkk question may, perhaps, be answered hf oih- 
etvrnng that the abilities of Lord Liverpool were 
fai? more solid than shining, and that sdeii Axe apt 
to be jealous, perhaps envious, oertainly disttuatful^ 
of- great and brilliant genius in stat^men^ Be-r 
sp^table mediocrity offends nobody. N{^> as the 
g^ftat bulk of mankind feel it to be their own ea^ 
thery perhaps have some satisfaction In bdng cor- 
rectly represented by those w1k> administer their 
w^iirs. Add to this, that the subject of these re*- 
iBiarks was giAed with extraordinary prudence, 
displaying, from his earliest years, a rar^disoaretiooi 
i» all the parts of his conduct Not only w^ there 
r^othing of imagination, or extravaganco, or any 
rinatter above the most ordinary com^prehension, ip 
whatever he spoke (excepting only his unhappy 
flight about marching to Paris, and which for 
m^y years seemingly sunk him in the public esti- 
i^ation) — but he spoke so seldom as to show that 
hj^ never did so unless the necessity of the case re- 
(|aired it ; while his life was spent in the business 
of ofHce, a thing eminently agreeablct to the taste, 
because closely resembling the habits, of a nation 
composed of men of business. '^ That 's a good 
young man, who is always at his desk," the common 
ampunt of civic panegyric to a virtuous apprentice, 
was in terms, no doubt, often applied to Mr. Robert 
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Jenkinson. ^< Here comes a worthy miniBter, whose 
days ftnd mghts have been passed in his office, and 
not in idle talking," might be the slight transform- 
ation by which this early eulogy was adapted to 
his subsequait manhood and full-blown character. 
Nor must H be forgotten that a more inofiensiTe 
speaker has seldom appeared in I^liainent He 
was never known to utter a Word at which any one 
could take exception. He was besides (a much 
higher praise) the most &ir and candid of all de^ 
haters. No advantage to be derived firom a mia« 
representatioii, or even an omission, ever tempted 
him to forego the honest and the manly satis&ction 
ef stating the &ot as it was, treating his adversaiy 
as he deserved, and at least reciting fidrly what had 
been urged against him, if he cotild not successfully 
answer it. 

In all these respects, Mr. Canning furnished 
a contrast which was eminently beneficial to 
Lord Liverpool, with whom h6 was so ofien^ 
absurdly enough, compared, for no better reason 
than that they were of the same standing, and be* 
gan lifiB together and in the same service. But, in 
another respect, he gave less oiience than his bril- 
liant contemporary. A wit, though he anrases for 
the moment, unavoidably gives frequent umbrage 
to grave and serious men, who don't think public 
af&irs should be lightly handled, and are constantly 
&Iling into the error that, when a person is arguing 
the most conclusively, by showing the gross and 
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ludicrous absurdity of his adversary's reasoning, lie 
is jesting and not arguing ; while the argument is 
in reality more close and stringent, the more he 
shows the opposite position to be grossly ludicrous^ 
— that is, the more effective the wit becomes. But 
though all this is perfectly true, it is equally cer- 
tain that danger attends such courses with the 
common run of plain men. Hence all lawyem 
versed in the practice of Nisi Prius, are well aware 
of the risk they run by being witty, or ing«iiou8 
and &nciful, before a jury ; unless their object b^ 
to reduce the damages in an absurd ease, by what 
is called laughing it out of court ; and yott can 
almost tell, at a great distance, whether the pkih« 
tiff or the defendant's counsel is speaking to the 
jury, by observing whether he is grave, solemn^ 
and earnest in his demeanour, or light and &oe* 
tious. Nor is it only by wit that genfas ofien4s ; 
flowers of imagination, flights of oratory, great 
passages, are more admired by the critic than re^ 
lished by the worthy baronets who darken th6 porch 
of Boodle's— chiefly answering to the n&mes of Sir 
Robert and Sir John ; and the solid traders, — ^the 
very good men who stream along the Strand from 
'Change towards St. Stephen's Chapel, at five 
o'clock, to see the business of the country done by 
the Sovereign's servants. A pretty long course of 
observation on these component parts of Parlia- 
mentary audience, begets some doubt if noble 
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passages (termed *^ fine flourishes '*) be not taken 
by them as something personally offe»)sive. Of 
oourse, we speak not of quotations— these, -^o 
doubt, and reasonably, are so considered — especial 1;^ 
if in the unknown tongues ; though even an £ng^ 
lish quotation is not by any means safe, and einp^ 
tainly requires an apology. Bat we refer to sn«hr 
fine passages as Mr. Canning often indulged hdifti 
self, and a few of his hearers, with ; and wkieb e^^ 
tainly seemed to be received as an insult by wholes 
benehes of men accustomed to distrilRite justice at 
Sessions — ^the class of the 

-^Pannosufl vacnls ttdilis Uhibris-* 

— him whom Johnson called (translating) 
The wisest justice on the banks of Trent. 

These worthies, the dignit£udes of the empire, resent, 
such flights as liberties taken wUh them i and «lw.aj9> 
say, when others force them to praiae« — " Well| 
well — but it was out of place. We i^ave uothAQg 
to do with King Priam here-~ori with :a heathy 
god, such as ..^k)lus ; — those kind of folks are vevy^ 
well in Pope's Homer and. Dryden's Virgil ;. — ]»^ty 
as I said to Sir Robert who sat next, to lu0| Wh^k 
have you or I to do with them matters? I like a 
good, plain man of business^ l^ke .ypung Mr* Jen-* 
kinson — a. man of the pen and the dfosk, like his 
father before him — and who never speaks wh^n hfi 
is not wanted : let me tell yoU| Mr. Canning spfi^^ 
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too much) by half. Time is short — there are only 
twenty-four hours in the day, you know.'* 

It may further be observed, that, with the exoep^ 
tion of the Queen's case, there was no violent or 
profligate act of the Government, nor any unfortu- 
nate or unpopular measure, which could not, with 
some colour of justice, be fixed upon some of 
Lord Liverpool's colleagues, in ease of himself, if 
men were thus favourably disposed. Lord Castle* 
reagh was foreign minister, and had conducted our 
n^otiations in person while abroad. He was, 
therefore, alone, held accountable for all the mis* 
takes of that department ; and especially for the 
countenance given to the designs of the Holy 
Allies. For notwithstanding his known liberality 
upon Irish questions, and his equally certain oppo- 
sition to the cruelties by which the history of the 
Govemment during the rebellion of 1798 was dis- 
figured, he had committed the sin, never by Irish- 
men to be forgiven or forgotten, — the carrying 
through of the Union, and abating the greatest 
public nuisance of modem times, the profligate, 
tameless, and corrupt Irish Parliament. Hence, 
all the faults and all the omissions of the Ministry, 
in respect of Irish afi^irs, were laid upon his single 
heftd by every true Irishman ; while Lord Liver- 
pool, himself a party to the worst policy of past 
times, was, in his own person, as head of the Go- 
verament for m hiany years, the main obstacle to the 



170 STATESMEN OF TIME OF GEOA6E III. 

repeal of the Penal Code ; and yet he escaped all 
censure in the perspicacious and equitable distribu- 
tion of Irish justice. For obstructing all Law Re- 
form, and for delay in the administration of justice 
in practice, Lord Eldon offered a convenient object 
of attack ; and on him all the hostile fire was direct- 
ed, being thus drawn off from the favourite Pre- 
mier. Even the blunders conunitted in finance, 
though belonging to the peculiar department of the 
First Lord of the Treasury, were never marked in 
connexion with any name but Mr. Yansittart's. 
The boast of prosperity, — the schemes of Bank dis- 
count which accompanied it, exacerbating the ma- 
lady of speculation one year and the misery of panic 
the next, — were as much Lord Liverpool's as Mr. 
Kobinson's ; but the latter alone was blamed, or 
ever named in reference to these great calamities. 
Nay, even the violent revolution suddenly effected 
in the currency, and effected without the least pre- 
caution to guard against the country repaying 
twenty -five shillings for every twenty shillings bor- 
rowed,— was reckonexi exclusively the work of Mr. 
Peel, as if he, being out of office altogether, had 
been at the head of the Government ; while the 
Whigs stepped in to claim their share of the public 
gratitude and applause for this great but not very 
well-considered operation. 

It was curious to observe the care with which, 
all the while, these selections were made of parties 
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on whom to lay the bhune. No popular outcry 
ever assailed Lord Liverpool. While others were 
the objects of alternate execration and scorn, he 
was generally respected, never assailed. The fate 
that befel him was that which might have mortified 
others, but well suited his tastes, to be little thought 
of, less talked about — or if, in debate, any measure 
was to be exposed—- any minister to be attacked — > 
means were ever found, nay, pains were taken to 
^^ assure the House that nothing was meant against 
the respected nobleman at the head of His Majesty's 
Government, for whom we all entertain feelings of 
ei cetera, and ofet cetera, and of e^ cetera,** 

Such was the happy lot of Lord Liverpool ; such 
are the comforts which a respectable mediocrity of 
talents, with its almost constant companion, an ex- 
treme measure of discretion in the use of them, 
confers upon its possessor in lieu of brilliant repu- 
tation, with its attendant detraction and hate. 
While the conqueror mounts his triumphal car, and 
hears the air rent with the shouts of his name, he 
hears, too, the malignant whisper appointed to re- 
mind him, that the trumpet of fame blunts not the 
tooth of calumny ; nay, he descends from his emi- 
nence when the splendid day is over, to be made 
the victim of never-ending envy, and of slander 
which is immortal, as the price of that day's deliri- 
ous enjoyment : and all the time safety and peace 
is the lot of the humbler companion, who shared 
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his labours without partaking of liis renown, and 
who, if he has enjoyed little, has paid and suffered 
less. 

Accordingly, it is fit that one thing should be 
added to what has been recorded of the general 
forbearance exercised towards this fortunate minis- 
ter : it was nearly akin to neglect or indifference, 
though certainly not at all savouring of con- 
tempt. There was nothing striking or shining in 
his qualities, which were the solid, useful, well- 
M'earing ones of business-like habits and information. 
While great measures were executed, no one 
thought of Lord Liverpool. When men came to 
reflect, they found he was still Prime Minister ; 
but he retired so much from public view that he 
was seldom thought of. Thus, if he had no blame 
when fiuilts were committed, or things went wrong, 
so he had oo praise for what was well done, or gra- 
titude for many signal successes. He was, in truth, 
hardly ever considered in the matter. 

He was a plain, every-day kind of speaker, who 
never rose above the range either of his audience or 
his topic ; and he chose his topic so as to require no 
strength of persuasion beyond what he possessed. 
He was clear and distinct enough, without even, in 
that first essential of business speaking, being distin- 
guished for his excellence above almost any one who. 
is accustomed to state a case or take part in a debate. 
His diction was on a level with his matter : it had 
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nothing rare^ or adorned^ or happ^; but tloti^h 
plain enough, it was not pure, or moi<epa]rethsti tfie 
sources from which he derived it — theParliamefltaiy 
debates, the official dispatches, and the newiflkpers 
of the day. If, adopting the middle style, bretien 
the humile gentts dicendi^ he had mainrtai&ed rA His 
language the standard purity, he would haTepasM, 
and justly, for a consider^le artist in that kind ^^**^ 
Swift is always praised for being a model of one style 
of writing. But it would be very wide, iiide^-, 6f 
the truth to say that the threefold nature c^Mr. Jeti- 
kinson. Lord Hawkesbury, and Lard Liverpool, 
ever presented a model of any thing, except |i^* 
haps safe mediocrity : of a pure or eorreet style, ile 
assuredly was no san^le. He *^ met the questiol^* 
— ^when ^^ on his legs" he would take upon hivstBi^t 
*' to assert, as lie had caught the Speaker's eye,''dfat 
no '< influential person" of << his Majesty^s aiitttiil 
government" bad ever "advocated lib^ralfeitf' 
less than " the humble individual who now addlrenilf^ 
them," and whose duty it was •* to ju^ify thse pro- 
posed bill." In short, he showed plainly etidii^ 
that a man might avoid lofty flights, and S(i(;k lio 
bis native earth, without habitually walking in <!!lean 
places ; and that he who is not bold enough tb f^e 
the perils of the deep, may hug the shore too bld^^ 
and make shipwreck upon its meati inequalities. "'^ 
In council lie was safe if not fertile of exp<jdi<W1l. 
He seldom roused his courage up to bold riieasui*s j 
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and was one of the narrow minds whom Lord 
Wellesley quitted, when he found them resolved 
neither to make peace nor to wage war with any 
reasonable chance of success ; and whom the pro- 
digious achievements of his illustrious brother, con- 
trary to all probability, and beyond every rational 
hope, united, with the madness of Napoleon and 
the severity of a northern winter, to rescue from 
the position which their puny councils had so well 
earned, and so richly deserved. He had not the 
spirit or the political courage required for great 
emergencies ; yet could he be driven, by the fear of 
losing office, to patronise the most disgraceful at- 
tempt ever made in this country by Royal caprice ; 
and thus encounter the imminent peril of civil 
war. This is, indeed, the darkest spot in his his- 
tory ; and another is connected with it. He lost his 
head entirely when the people had defeated a body 
of the troops at the Queen's funeral ; and is under- 
stood to have given orders for resorting to extremi- 
ties—orders to which the cooler courage of the mili- 
tary commanders happily postponed their obedience. 
The candour which he ever displayed in debate 
has been already marked. It was a part of the na- 
tural honesty of his character, which power had not 
corrupted, and no eagerness of Parliamentary war- 
fere could interrupt. His general worth as a man 
was always acknowledged; and this added very 
justly to the prevailing good opinion which he en- 
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joyed among his countrymen, almost without dis- 
tinction of party. It may be gathered from our 
former observations that we regard this good opinion 
to have been somewhat overdone ; and that justice 
did not at all sanction the distribution of praise and 
of blame which the country made between him and 
his colleagues. 
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MR. TIEENEY- 



Among the supporters of the AddiDgton ministry, 
though never a member of it, was one who, though 
far enough from filling a first-rate place among 
statesmen, was still farther from being an inconsi- 
derable person in debate, where he had his own 
particular line, and in that eminently excelled, Mr. 
Tiemey. He had been bred to the law, was called 
to the bar, and for a short time frequented the 
Western circuit, on which he succeeded Mr. Pitt in 
the office of Recorder, or keeper of the circuit books 
and funds ; a situation filled by the youngest mem- 
ber of the profession on the several circuits each 
successive year. He soon, however, like his illus- 
trious predecessor, left the hard and dull, and for 
many years cheerless path, which ends in the high- 
est places in the State, and the most important fimc- 
tions of the Constitution ; and devoted himself to 
the more inviting, but more thorny and even more 
precarious pursuit of politics ; in which merit, if it 
never fails of earning fame and distinction, very 
often secures nothing more solid to its possessor ; 
and which has the further disadvantage of leading 



MB. TIEBN£T. 177 

to power, or to disappointment, according to the 
c(»iduct or the caprice of others, as much as of the 
candidate himself. No man more than Mr. Tier- 
ney lived to experience the truth of this remark ; 
and no man more constantly advised his younger 
friends to avoid the fascinations which concealed 
such snares and led to those rocks. In truth, no 
one had a better right to give this warning ; for 
his talents were peculiarly fitted for the contentions 
of the legal profession, and must have secured him 
great eminence had he remained at the bar ; but 
they were accompanied with some defects which 
proved exceedingly injurious to his success as a 
statesman. He possessed sufficient industry to mas- 
ter any subject, and, until his health £dled, to un- 
dergo any labour. His understanding was of that 
plain and solid description which wears well, and 
is always more at the command of its possessor 
than the brilliant qualities that dazzle the vulgar. 
To any extraordinary quickness of apprehension he 
laid no claim ; but he saw with perfect clearness, 
and if he did not take a very wide range, yet, 
within his appointed scope, his ideas were strongly 
formed, and, when he stated them, luminously ex-, 
pressed. Everything refined he habitually rejected ; 
partly as above his comprehension, partly as be« 
neath his regard ; and he was wont to value the 
e&OTts of fancy still lower than the feats of sub- 
tilty; so that there was something extremely comi- 
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cal in witnessing the contrast of his homely and 
somewhat literal understanding with the imaginative 
nature of Erskine, when they chanced to meet in 
conversation. But if refinement and ^mcy, when 
tried upon him apart^ met with this indi£Perent re- 
ception, their combination in any thing romantic, 
especially when it was propounded as a guide of 
conduct, fared still worse at his hands ; and if he 
ever found such views erected into a test or stan- 
dard for deciding either on public or on private af- 
fairs, he was apt to treat the fabric rather as the 
work of an unsound mind, than as a structure to 
be seriously exposed and taken to pieces by ar- 
gument. 

Nevertheless, with all this shunning of fanciful 
matter, no one's mind was more accessible to 
groundless imaginations ; provided they entered by 
one quarter, on which certainly lay his weak side as 
a politician. A man undeniably of cool personal 
courage ; a debater of as unquestioned boldness and 
vigour — ^he was timid in council ; always saw the 
gloomy side of things ; could scarcely ever be in- 
duced to look at any other aspect ; and tormented 
both himself and others with endless doubts and 
difficulties, and apprehensions of events barely pos- 
sible, as if in human a£&irs, from the crossing of 
a street to the governing of a kingdom, men were 
not compelled either to stand stock-still, or to ex- 
pose themselves to innumerable risks, — acting, of 
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course, only on probabilities, and these oflen not 
very high ones. It was a singular thing to observe 
how complete a change the same individual had un- 
dergone in passing from the consultation to the de- 
bate. The difference was not greater between 
Erskine out of Court and in his professional garb. 
He was firm in the line once taken, against which 
he had raised a host of objections, and around which 
he had thrown a cloud of doubts ; he was as bold 
in meeting real enemies as he had been timid in 
conjuring up imaginary risks; prompt, vigorous, 
determined he carried on the debate ; and he who 
in a distant view of it could only descry difficulties 
and create confusion,* when the tug of war ap- 
proached, and he came to close quarters, displayed 
an abundance of resources which astonished all who 
had been harassed with his hesitation, or confounded 
by his perplexities, or vexed with his apprehensions. 
He was now found to have no eyes but for the adver- 
sary whom his whole soul was bent upon meeting ; 
nor any circumspection but for the possibility of a 
reply which he was resolved to cut off. 

It is probable, however, that this defect in his 
character as a politician had greatly increased as he 
grew older. In early times he was among the more 
forward of the Reformers. "When he quitted the 
bar he offered himself as candidate for several 
vacant seats, and was unsuccessful. He attended 
the debates at the East India House as a proprietor ; 
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and todc an active part in them. He was an assi' 
duous member of the ^ Society of Friends of the 
People/ and drew up the much and justly celebrated 
petition in which that useful body laid before the 
House of Commons all the more striking particulars 
of its defective title to the office of representing the 
people, which that House then, as now, but with 
£tr less reason, assumed. He contested the borough 
of Southwark more than onoe, and was seated ulti- 
mately in 1796, and by a Committee before which 
he conducted his own case with an ability so striking, 
that all who witnessed it at once augured most fa- 
yourably of his prospects in the House, and confessed 
that his leaving the bar had alone prevented him 
from iilllng the highest place among the ornaments 
of Westminster Hall. In that contest, his acute- 
ness, his plain and homely sense, his power of expo- 
sing a sophism, of ridiculing a refinement, shone 
conspicuous ; and his inimitable manner, — a manner 
above all others suited to his style of speaking and 
thinking, and singularly calculated to affect a popu- 
lar audience, — was added to the other qualities 
which he showed himself possessed of, and by which 
he won and kept hold of the committee's undivided 
attention. 

His entry into the House of Commons was made 
at a sufficiently remarkable period of time. The 
Whig Opposition had just taken the most absurd 
and inconsistent, as well as most unjustifiable step 
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which ever party or public men resorted to, in 
order to show the bitterness of their disappointment, 
to justify their enemies in deducing all their actions 
from selfish motives, and to lend the doctrine some 
plausibility which the enemies of all party con- 
nexion hold, when they deny its use and regard it 
as a mere association for interested purposes, not 
dictated by any public principle, but dressing itself 
falsely and fraudulently in that decent garb. They 
had retired or seceded from their attendance in 
Parliament, upon the very grounds which should 
have chained them faster to their seats ; namely, 
that the Government was ruining the interests and 
trampling upon the liberties of the country ; and 
that the people were not sufficiently alive to the 
situation of their own afiairs. If any thing could add 
to the folly as well as impropriety of this measure^ 
it was the incompleteness of the secession ; for in- 
stead of leaving Parliament, and thus enabling the 
people to choose more faithful guardians of their 
interests, those men all retained their seats, kept 
fast hold of their personal privileges, and preserved 
the option of returning, upon any fitting or tem- 
porary occasion, to the places which they lefl empty 
but open. The Irish parliament afforded, upon 
this occasion, one of the two instances of its supe- 
riority to our own, which the whole history of that 
bad and corrupt assembly presents.* The Oppo- 

* The other was on the Regency, 1788-9. 
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sition there, with Mr. Gratfan at its head, yacated 
their seats and remained out of Parliament for some 
years. Strange that in the place where political 
purity was the most rare, — where true patriotism 
was ever at its lowest ebb, — where the whole ma- 
chinery of corruption, all that men call jobbing 
and Actions, was proverbially hereditary and con- 
stitutional, — and where it has always been so usual 
to expect as little correctness of reasoning as con- 
sistency and purity of conduct, — ^an example should 
have been aflforded of just and rational conduct, 
and self-denial, upon the point of jobbing itself, 
which the patriots of England were neither wise 
enough nor disinterested enough to follow ! This 
phenomenon, otherwise hard to be explained, is 
accounted for by the character of the illustrious 
man whom we have named as leader of the Irish 
Whigs. 

The absence of the regular chiefs of the Oppo- 
sition and their followers from Parliament gave 
Mr. Tierney a ready opening to distinction upon 
his entering the House of Commons ; — an opening 
of which &jr less sagacity and resources than he 
possessed might have taken advantage. He became 
iat once, and from the necessity of the case, in some 
sort the leader of Opposition. The subject to 
which he mainly directed himself was the financial 
department, but without at all confining his exer- 
tions to questions of this description. The clearness 
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of his understanding, however, and his business-like 
habits, gave hini a peculiar advantage upon such 
matters ; and he retained his hold over it, and, as 
it were, an almost exclusive possession of it, during 
the whole of his Parliamentary life. It seems 
strange to look back upon the hands out of which 
he took this branch of Opposition business. Mr. 
Sheridan was the person to whom he succeeded, 
and who really may be admitted to have been, in 
every respect, as moderately qualified for perform- 
ing it as any one of his great abilities could well 
be. But it must not be supposed that the secession 
of the regular party left all finance questions, or all 
questions of any kind, in the hands of him whom 
they considered as an officious unwelcome substitute, 
and affected to look down upon as an indifferent 
makeshift in the hands of the Ministers, ever ready 
to catch at any semblance of a regular opposing 
party, for the convenience which it affords in con- 
ducting the public business. When the Irish 
Kebellion, and still more when the Union, and 
soon after the failure of the Dutch Expedition 
seemed to afford a 'chance of 'Moing something,** 
they came down and joined in the debate. To Mr. 
Tierney was left the wearisome and painful but not 
unimportant duty of watching daily the proceedings 
of the Government, and of the House in which it 
now ruled with an absolute sway. Whatever wa« 
most irksome and laborious, most thankless and 
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obscure in the drudgery of daily attendance, and 
the discomfiture of small divisions, fell to his shara 
It was only when the reward of such toils and vex- 
ations appeared in view, upon some great occasion 
presenting itself for assaulting a Minister invincible 
in Parliament, but defeated with discredit in his 
schemes, and assailing him with the support of the 
country as well as of fortune, that Mr. Tierney was 
quickly nor yet very gently put on one side, to 
make way for the greater men who had been en- 
gaged in any pursuit rather than that of their 
country's &vour, and doing any service but that 
which they owed to their constituents. With what 
front they could have offered themselves again to 
those constituents had a general election be£illen 
them before some change had happened in their 
policy, it would be difficult to conjecture. But fortu- 
nately for them as for the country, the administra- 
tion of Mr. Addington afforded & fair opportunity, 
perhaps a pretext, of which they w6re desirous, for 
resuming their attendance in Parliament ; and no 
one has ever since, in a tone more audible than a 
whisper, ventured to mention' the experiment of 
secession as among the ways and means for bet- 
tering the condition of a party. It must, however, 
be added, that when the Election of 1802 came, 
the people, by showing an • entire forgetfiilness of 
the greatest violation of public duty ever committed 
by their representatives, and never once mentioning 
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tbe secession on any one occasion, exhibited an in- 
constancy and neglect of their own best interests, 
truly painful to those who deem them not only the 
object, but the origin of all political power ; and 
who, moreover, hold it to be impossible that any 
power bestowed upon men can be well or safely 
^executed without a continuance of wholesome po- 
pular control. The comfort which we now have 
under this unpleasant recollection, is derived from 
an assurance that such never could be the case in 
the present times. No man, or clajss of men, dare 
DOW leave their Parliamentary post, without at the 
fiame time tkrowing up their delegated trust ; and 
whoever should attempt to repeat the game of 1797 
in our times, would find the doors of Parliament 
closed against him, should he be rash enough again 
to seek admission through any place having a real 
body of electors.* 

In the times of which we have been speaking, 
Mr. Tiemey was one of those Whigs who, partly 
through hostility to Mr. Pitt, and partly from a 
sincere gratitude for the peace abroad, and the 
mild and constitutional government at home, ob- 
tained for the country by Mr. Addington, first 
supported, and afterwards formally joined that 

* Ireland* as usual, afEbrds an exception to this remark. 
Her people never think for themselves, being content to act 
as mere tools in the hands of a few leaders. Hence seces- 
sion is safe to Irish members. 
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.Minister, upon his rupture with his patron and 
predecessor. It was unfortunate that Mr. Tierney 
should have taken office almost on the eve of his 
new leader committing as great an error, and as 
fatal, as ever could be imputed to his warlike ad- 
versary. Mr. Addington, having been joined by 
Mr. Tierney late in 1802, plunged the country, 
early in 1803, again into war : for reasons, which, 
if they had any force, should have prevented him 
from making peace the year before ; and even if 
Napoleon was desirous of breaking the treaty, care 
was taken, by the manner of the quarrel which we 
fastened upon him, to give him every appearance, 
in the eyes of the world, of having been reluctantly 
forced into a renewal of hostilllies. 

The removal of Mr. Tierney from the Oppo- 
sition to the ministerial benches was not attended 
with any increase either of his weight in the country, 
or of his powers in debate. No man certainly had 
a right to charge him with any violation of party 
duty ; for he had never been connected with the 
regular Whig Opposition, and had been treated 
upon all occasions with little respect by their 
leaders. Yet in his opinions he agreed with them ; 
they had always professed the same principles upon 
those great questions, whether of foreign or do- 
mestic policy, which divided public men ; and he 
was now in office with statesmen who only diflfered 
rom those whom he had always opposed, in the 
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inferiority of their capacity — in having done their 
patron's bidding by restoring peace and the Con- 
stitution, both of which he had suspended,— and in 
refusing to go out and let him in again when that 
turn was served. There was little ground then for 
drawing any distinction between the two classes of 
Pittites ; upon principle none ; only a personal 
difference divided them ; and to that difference Mr. 
Tierney was wholly a stranger, until he chose to 
take a part in it by taking office upon it. But, as 
has often happened to men who thus place them- 
selves in what our French neighbours term *^a 
fiilse position," his weight in the House was not 
more remarkably lessened than his gifl of debating 
was impaired. He never seemed to be thoroughly 
possessed of himself, or to feel at home, after taking 
his seat on the Treasury Bench, among the Jen- 
kinsons, the Bragges, the Yorkes, the Percevals, 
and the other supporters of Mr. Addington's some- 
what feeble, though certainly very useful, admi- 
nistration. It was drolly said of the latter — ^in 
reference to the rather useless acquisition which he 
appeared to have made — that he resembled the 
worthy but not very acute Lord who bought Punch. 
Upon more than one occasion, words of a graver 
character were heard from the great master of 
sarcasm to convey the same idea. When, in an 
attempt to defend the naval administration of the 
Government against Mr. Pitt's unmeasured attacks. 
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their new champion, with dgnal infelicity, adven- 
tured upon some personal jeers* at their assailant's 
expense, the latter remarked in very good humour, 
<^ That he had not found him quite so formidable 
an antagonist in his novel situation, though he 
nowise questioned his capacity for Ministerial 
exertions, and should wait until his in&nt s^titudes 
had expanded to their destined fulness." The 
overthrow of the Addington Ministiy soon resttA-ed 
Mr. Tiemey to the ranks of opposition ; and bis 
union with the Whigs afterwards became so com- 
plete, that he acted for some years after the death 
of Mr. Whitbread and Mr. Ponsonby as their real 

* If we mention the natare of these ntUmpis, it must bs 
after a very distinct and peremptory protest against being 
understood to give them as samples of the humour, and 
indeed wit, in which Mr. Tiemey peculiarly excelled — for 
they were exceptions to it, and were his only fidhireB. He 
spoke of Mr. Pitt's motion as " smelling of a contract" — and 
even called him ** The Right Hon. Shipwright*'— in allusion 
to his proposal to build men-of-war in the Merchants' Yards. 
On one occasion he fell by a less illustrious hand, but yet 
the hand of a wit. When alluding to the difficulties the 
Foxites and Pittites had of passing over to join each other 
in attacking the Addington Ministry, Mr. Tiemey (forgetting 
at the moment how easily he had himself overcome a like 
difficulty in joining that Ministry) alluded to the puzzle of 
the Fox and the Goose, and did not clearly expound his 
idea. Whereupon Mr. Dudley North said— "It's himself 
he means — who left the Fox to go over to the Goose, and 
put the bag of oats in his pocket." His fiiilures are told in 
three lines; but a volume would not hold the sueoeaaAil 
efforts of his drollery both in debate and in society. 
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leader in the Commoitt; and during one session 
was installed formally as their chief. 

The instances to which we have just adverted, 
may truly be said to be the only fidlures in Mr. 
Tierney's whole parliamentary career. For he was 
one of the surest and most equal speakers that ever 
mingled in debate ; and his style of speaking was 
very enviable in this particular. It seemed so easy 
and so natural to the man as to be always com- 
pletely at his command ; depending on no happy 
and almost involuntary flights of &ncy, or moods 
of mind, or any of the other incidents that affect 
and limit the inspirations of genius ; — ^hardly even 
upon fire caught from an adversary's speech, or an 
accident in the debate, and which is wont to kindle 
the eloquence of the greater orators. Whoever 
heard him upon any occasion, had the impression 
that such he would be upon all ; and that whenever 
he chose it, he could make as good a speech, and 
of the same kind. Nor was that excellence small, 
or that description of oratory contemptible. It 
was very effective at all times ; at some times of 
great force indeed. His power of plain and lucid 
statement was not easily to be surpassed ; and this 
served him in special stead upon questions of finance 
and trade, which he so often handled. His reason- 
ing was equally plain and distinct. He was as argu- 
mentative a speaker as any one could be who set so 
little value upon subtilty of all sorts; and who 
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always greatly preferred the shorter roads towards a 
conclusion, to laboured ratiocination, and rather 
liked quick retorts suggested by the course of the 
discussion than anything elaborate or long. In 
these retorts, whether of allusion, or repartee, or 
personal attack, his excellence was very great. 
When occasion required it, he could rise into a strain 
of effective and striking dechunation ; and although 
never attempting any flight of a lofty kind, yet 
he never failed to reach whatever he aimed at. 
His wit, or his humour, or his drollery, it . would 
be very difficult to describe — nor easy to say bow 
it should be classed. Perhaps, of the three words 
we have used, in order to be sure of comprehending 
or hitting it, the second is the most appropriate. 
He had the great requisites of a powerful debater, 
•^quickness in taking his ground and boldness in 
holding it ; and could instantly perceive an enemy's 
weakness and his own course to take advantage of 
it. But we now speak of him when on his legs ; 
for the defect in his character, of which we before 
made mention, followed him into the House of 
Commons, and he was wanting in decision and 
vigour there also, until he rose, when a new man 
seemed to stand before you. 

It remains to be said, that no man's private 
character stood higher in all respects ; and, beside 
the most amiable domestic affections, he showed a 
very touching patience, and even cheerfulness, in 
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stistaining the distressing attacks of the illness 
under which he laboured for many of the latter 
years of his life. He was of strictly religious 
habits, although without anything of either austerity 
or fanaticism ; and is said to have left some devo- 
tional compositions, which prove how deeply im- 
pressed his mind was by the feelings connected 
with the most important of all subjects. It must 
not be forgotten, in speaking of Mr. Tiemey's 
adherence to the liberal party, during their long 
and all but hopeless exclusion from office, that he 
was neither sustained in his independent and honest 
course by any enthusiasm or fervour of character, 
nor placed in circumstances which made the emo- 
luments of place indifferent to the comforts of his 
life. A person of his very moderate fortune, and 
plain, practical, even somewhat cold habits of 
thinking, upon questions which warm so many 
minds into the glow of romantic patriotism, has 
double merit in perseveringly discharging his 
public duties, and turning a deaf ear to all the 
allurements of power. 
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As it is difficult to find a more correct representa- 
tion of the Addington ministry than the noble 
person of whom we have recently been speaking,* 
80 the popularity of that government was, like his, 
very much owing to the moderation of both its 
talents and its principles. After the somewhat 
violent and overbearing, as well as warlike and 
arbitrary administration of Mr. Pitt, they who both 
made peace with France, composed the internal 
dissensions of the country, and restored its free 
constitution, presented at the same time to its 
confidence only second-rate genius in every depart- 
ment save two; — a genius diluted and lowered tu 
the moderate standard which perhap3 best suits the 
public taste. These two exceptions were the Law 
and the Navy. Of Lord Eldon we have already 
cspoken ; the present sketches would be imperfect if . 
Lord St. Vincent were passed over in silence ; for 
he was almost as distinguished among the states- 
men as the warriors of his age. 

This great captain, indeed, presented a union 
as rare as it was admirable, of the brightest quali- 

* Lord Liverpool. 
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ties which can adorn both civil and military life. 
He early distinguished himself in the naval profes- 
sion ; and was associated with Wolfe in those 
operations against Quebec, which crowned our 
arms with imperishable glory, and loaded our policy 
with a burden not yet shaken off, though, as Lord 
St. Vincent early foresaw, becoming every day 
more difficult to bear. An action which he soon 
after fought with the Foudroyant line-of-battle 
ship, was the most extraordinary display of both 
valour and skill witnessed in that war, so fertile in 
great exploits ; and it at once raised his renown to 
the highest pitch. The peace then came ; and it 
was succeeded by a war, the only one in which the 
fleets of England reaped no laurels; until, just 
before its close, the bravery and seamanship of 
Bodney retrieved our naval honour. For near 
twenty years Sir John Jervis was thus unemployed ; 
and in part this neglect must certainly be ascribed 
to the side in politics which he took, — ^being a 
Whig of Lord Shelbume's school, — highly prized 
and unreservedly trusted by that able, sagacious, 
and consistent statesman j than whom none ever 
entered into the combats of public life with an 
ampler provision of combined capacity and inform- 
ation, and none ever sustained the useful part 
which he acted, with more unsullied honour. This 
tribute to truth and justice is due from Whigs to 
one' whom it suited the policy of 1783 to run down 
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by every species of slander, partly in the prose of 
pamphlets, partly in the verse of pasquinades, 
partly in the mixed fiction and prose of speeches, 
— merely because, not belonging to the party, he 
was audacious enough to act for himself, instead 
of making himself a tool of those who boasted 
that they never had confided in him, at the mo- 
ment they were complaining of his deserting their 
councils. 

While Sir John Jervis remained during this long 
and eventful period on shore, and unemployed in 
any branch of the public service, he accomplished 
himself by constant reading, by much reflection, by 
the intercourse in which he ever delighted with men 
of learning and talents, as a statesman of profound 
views, and of penetration hardly equalled by that of 
any other man in his time. His natural ^cuteness no 
obstacle could impede ; his shrewdness was never 
to be lulled asleep ; his sagacity no man ever found 
at fault ; while his provident anticipations of future 
events seemed often beyond the reach of human 
penetration. We shall give a remarkable example 
of this in a matter of deep interest at the present 
moment.* When Lord Shelbume's peace (1783) 
was signed, and before the terms were made public, 
he sent for the Admiral, and, showing them, asked 
his opinion. " I like them very well," said he, 
" but there is a great omission." "'In what ? " 

* This was written daring the Canada Debates^ in 1838. 
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*' In leaving Canada as a British province." 
" How could we possibly give it up ?" inquired 
Lord Shelburne. " How can you hope to keep it ?" 
replied the veteran warrior. " With an English 
republic just established in the sight of Canada, 
and with a population of a handful of English settled < 
among a body of hereditary Frenchmen. — It is im- 
possible ; and rely on it you only retain a running 
sore, the source of endless disquiet and expense." 
" Would the country bear it ? Have you forgotten 
Wolfe and Quebec ? " asked his Lordship. " For- 
gotten Wolfe and Quebec ? No ; it is because J 
remember both. I served with Wolfe at Quebec ; 
having lived so long, I have had full time for reflec- 
tion on this matter ; and my clear opinion is, that if 
this fair occasion for giving up Canada is neglected, 
nothing but difficulty, in either keeping or resign- 
ing it, will ever after be known.'* — ^We give the 
substance of this remarkable conversation as we 
have it from more sources of information than one ; 
and the recollection of the parties is confirmed by 
the tone of the Earl's letters in 1813, which we 
have seen. There was no question of a surrender; 
but he plainly shows the greatest distrust of our 
being suffered to retain the colony. 

When the war broke out in 1793, Admiral Jervia 
was soon employed on the Mediterranean and 
Lisbon stations. What wonders he effected with 
an inadequate force are well known to the profession. 
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All the world is aware of bis glorious victory over 
the Spanish fleet, in February, 1797, when he de- 
feated an enemy of nearly three times his foroe« 
Nor is. there any one who has not heard of the 
steady determination of purpose, so eharacterisde 
of the man, by which his fleet was made ready to 
sail from the Tagus ia as many hours as all but 
himself said days would be required for the prepara- 
tion, after overland advices had arrived at Lisbon 
of the enemy having put to sea. But the consumniate 
vigour and wisdom of his proceedings during the 
dreadful period of the Mutiny are no less a theme 
of wonder and of praise. It was the practice to 
dispatch mutinous vessels to serve under his orders, 
and he soon, by his masterly operations of combined 
mercy and justice, reduced them to order, restoritig 
discipline by such examples as should be most 
striking) without being more numerous than absolute 
necessity required. The humane ingenuity of his 
contrivance, to make one execution produce the 
effect of many, by ordering it on an unusual day 
(Sunday morning), is well known. His prompt 
measures of needful, and no more than the needful 
severity, were as effectual to quell a formidable 
mutiny which broke out in the fleet that had just 
returned from foreign service, and was suddenly 
ordered to the West Indies to watch the French 
expedition there. The revolt was at once subdued ; 
the fleet set sail ; and there never again was heard 
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the whisper of discontent respecting the painj^ 
disappointment to which the men were thus sub- 
jected* 

When the Addington ministry was. formed, he 

was placed at the head of the Admiralty ; and now 

^shone forth in all its lustre that great capacity for 

affairs with which he was endued by nature, and 

which ample experience of men, habits of command, 

and an extended life of deep reflection had matured. 

He laid the foundation of a system of economical 

administration which has since been extended from 

the navy to all the departments of the state. But 

it was bottomed on a searching scrutiny into the 

abuses of the existing system. The celebrated 

*' Commission of Naval Inquiry" was his own work, 

and it both led to numberless discoveries of abuse 

and extravagance, and gave the example to all the 

similar inquiries which soon after followed. It did 

more : it introduced the whole subject of Economical 

Reform, and made it become, both in and out of 

Parliament, the principal object for many years of 

all our patriotic statesmen ;— an object which alon« 

they carried through in spite of those ministerial 

majorities, omnipotent upon every other controversy 

among the parties in Parliament. It is impossible 

to calculate what would have been the saving 

effected to the revenues of this country had Lord 

St. Vincent presided over any great department of 

national afl^rs from the beginning of the war, 

VOL. III. K 
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instead of comiiig Co our amstance after its close. 
But in propovtioB to his services in this line of refory 
matioQ, was the clamour which his operations excited 
against him. His uiisparing rigout, his inflexible 
justice, his fixed dettonination to expose delinqoeiits 
liow'faigh soev«v-to dispense wil^ useless servicesi, 
how many hands soever might be flung out of the 
superfluous and costly employment,-^nused against 
this great and honest statesman a host of enaniea, 
4Mimerous in exact proportion to the magnitude of 
the objects he had in view, exasperated in propor^ 
tion to the unjust gains of whi<di he was deprivii^ 
them : in other words^ die hostility to which he was 
«Kposed' was In an exact proportion to his merits. Nor 
did the gratitude of the country, whom his courage 
and disinterestedness was thus serving so essentially, 
Mtt all keep pace with the great benefits which, he 
bestowed. The i^irit of party interposed with its 
baleful influ^iee ; and when the Pitt and the Fox 
parties combined to forget their animosities, for the 
-purpose of unseatii^ Mr. Addington, the ground 
chosen by the new allies upon which to celebiftte 
their union, and to commence their joint operatioits, 
was an attack upon the naval admini^jation of the 
only great man whom the ministers could bQii9t of 
having aibong their number;^ — the illustrioilS ivar- 
rior who, after defeating the enemies of his countxy 
by his arms, had waged a yet more successful wsur 
against her internal foes by his vigour as a Tefor- 



mer, bis irreconcilable iwiiiity to all abufes, MOtdhif 
itesistless energy in putting them dows. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that of eloquenc*^ 
or debating power. Lord 8t. Vincent had Dothiog 
whaterer ; nor to such aceompUshmeots dad he lay 
any claim. Indeed he held the arts of rhetorie ia 
supreme contempt ; always contenting himself witll 
delivmng his own opinion when required, in the 
plainest language <-and ofien expressing what. he 
felt in sufficiently unceremonious terms. Nat thai 
he had anything at all of the roughness often found 
in the members of the naval profession. On the 
contrary, his manners were those of ai highly, 
polished gentleman ; and no man had more of the 
finished courtier in all his outward appearance and 
demeanour. His extreme courtesy, his admiraUe 
address in managing men, the delicacy with whiefa: 
he could convey his pleasure to inferiors, or Us 
dissent to equals, or his r^nonstrances to superiors, 
being the external covering of as firm a.determina* 
tion as ever guided a human being, were truly re* 
markable; and gained for him with persons of 
superficial observation, or imperfectly acquainted 
with his character, the reputation of being cunning, 
and insincere ; when, in truth, it only arose from a 
good-natured desire of giving as little needless 
uneasiness as possible, and raising as few difficultiea' 
as he could upon matters fordgn to his main purpose- 
When he. went to the Tagus at the head of the ex- 

k2 
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^edition and the commission in 1806, the object 
being, in case Portugal proved indefensible against 
the threatened French invasion, to make the royal 
family and principal nobility transfer the seat of 
government to the Brazils, the proceedings of this 
Chief, in his two-fold capacity of captain and states* 
man^ w«« justly remarked for the great talents and 
address which they exhibited. Being then under 
him officially, I had ample opportunity of obeerv* 
ing his prowess, and of estimating his powers. 
He began by cutting off all communication b^ween 
hiis fleet and the land ; this he effected by proclaim- 
ing an eight days' quarantine. His colleagues in 
the Commission having joined him, he still pre- 
vented his officers and men from landing, but threw 
open all his ships to the natives of the place, whose 
multitudes never ceased pouring through those 
gallant vessels, lost in admiration of their beauty, 
their resistless force, and the perfect discipline of 
their crews. With the court his intercourse now 
began ; and the terror of his name, even without 
his armament, would there have made him supreme. 
The reluctance to remove was, of course, universaL 
and deep-rooted ; nor could any arrangement whidi* 
the expected invader might offer prove less pa-* 
latable than expatriation and banishment for life- 
across the Atlantic to pampered voluptuaries, the 
extent of whose excursions had hitherto been the 
distance between the town and the country palace* 



But be airraiigcd ev^rytbiiig $^ ^hei^ voyngi^. {[ Pf»d. 
be -^as quH^ yea4j to comipel U^^ir ^pabajCf^ati^n^tj 
His plan wo]uld have eixpipefl JbajBiQwp peifppt^t 
apme danger, but ,wouH h^^.ri^ciwifed ja9 ^p^fj^t 
cadpn of milita^ for^Ke, if-i^^ing.was fttt^ni]^ed 
tig^mX the fie^U It. ^«oi^^ , toi ^ajr?, l^;j^ J)pp"9)^e(i\ 
ftom the celebiatec\ senm!^}f^,.Q9r^. tP^.the ^^^^ 
p^ror Moj^tezumm^s Rej:fpn , in 1^, ^^l^tM ^^^^tk 
ica,; aajd .theVy^ few. t^ whoi]^ J^ejconif|g^^^^ 
it^,i^ of vfhcm lw^,^n^ )[i^||^le.^j^r^.w|tlj ^^ 
boldness of th^ design, ^f[ p^ji W^^)?§^Y^ 
it jwaf >oId, 9J$A Jt^ftd n(^ donbt jwrbat!?;ifp'f ,<9)i it^.fieJiTi 

o'A'ltl^wgb I hayf ^ot^J^.fe^s.,9pfl^PBt,ffeo 
^4%e^.of pT^fi)iy, }t i^ reBQ^r^Jft.|;^,fi9f^,p^ 
bis ^inpst, iqilwfe frienf^,,,w^^,^Ivp^{ ,wh^ j#^ 
<W^%ir.rj^wn to. i^ pjrac^^e^.; A^na^gj jtb^, 
wa^ L.(^ lapidne j 9^,^ mW^ .% ifi®'^^?!^ 
of Mr« Fp^^ and j4ord Gpy:- , ]^vit.^e^?pade.;^gfeatj 
(li^<°!^€{nce bpt^ 5®j!?^ ^^ 

tjip jt\ar— ;a. difference n(jt.,pe;j:h^ WH^ I^Xn!?^ 
aqcustomec^ fifigacitjr and Ji^ml .yi^wa, J(??[.flV%i 
<Heotly easy tp ac^unt fpr. I^a|liamentaj:j.jsj{ea||f|. 
lis ^^ regaled, as mer^ ".talk;." / %.^.8a,]v ^ ^tjjg, 
noblest exertions of the orator j^ and a^f o .th|i. spe^l^ef * 
Q^lpqg^st dun^bon (a cirCum§taBipe much .fitted tQj 
roij^e his impatience), end, as he^ phrase^ it? in, 
wind. The decision came/ which he reckoned the 
result of the battle, and he could trace no connexion 



202 STATESMEN OF TIME OF OEOBCE III. 

between that and the preceding debate. Hence 
he deemed the whole "nonsense," "a force," "a 
child's play;" without reflecting that in the long ran 
discussion produces, directly or indirectly, its effect, 
as he probably would have perceived had he viewed 
the scene from what he would call " a safe distance ;" 
— that is, so &x off as not to have his early hours 
interfered with, and his patience assailed by length 
of speech. The trial of causes he viewed with other 
eyes. That he considered as business — ^as acting 
and not talking ; and, having the highest admira- 
tion for the skill of an advocate, there was no society 
in which he delighted so much as that of the bar. 
To hear his acute and even profound remarks upon 
the conduct of a cause, and the play of adverse 
counsel, every point of which, to the most minute 
and technical, he clearly comprehended and highly 
relished, was one of the things that impressed the 
listener with the greatest opinion of his extraor- 
dinary capacity. He viewed it as a fine operation 
of attack and defence ; and he often said that there 
was nothing which he ever more r^etted than not 
having been able to attend the proceedings in the 
Queen's case. 

In recounting the triumphs of his military genius, 
I have not adverted to the extraordinary prompti- 
tude and powers of combination which he displayed, 
when he equipped the finest expedition that ever was 
detached from a fleet, and sent it under Nelson up 
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the Mediterranean. This illustrious hero always 
acknowledged, with the most affectionate gratitude, 
how much his victory of the Nile was owing to this 
grand operation of his chief, for whom he felt and 
ever testified the most profound veneration. Nor 
was anything ever more disgustful to his truly noble 
and generous nature, than the attempts of that tribe, 
the worst kind of enemies, (pessimum inimicorum 
' genus, Umdatores^) — ^themean parasites who would 
pay their court to himself by overrating his services 
at St. Vincent in 1797, and ascribing to him the 
glory of that memorable day. Their affection be-> 
came thus grounded upon thorough knowledge of 
each other's merits, and the admiration which these 
commanded was mutual ; nor did the survivor once 
omit an opportunity of testifying the love he bore 
his illustrious friend, and his grief for the blow 
which took him from his country. On board his 
flag-ship, on all those great occasions when he 
entertained his numerous followers. Nelson's Dirge 
was solemnly performed while they yet surrounded 
the table ; and it was not difficult to perceive, as 
I well remember, that the great warrior's usual con- 
tempt for displays of feeling here forsook him, and 
yielded to the impulse of nature and of friendship. 
So little effect on exalted spirits have the gro- 
velling arts of little souls ! He knew all the while, 
how attempts had been made by Lord Nelson's 
flatterers to set him up as the true hero of the 
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m 

Fourteenth of Feb^aiy j .but m^yerfof an instant 
did those feelings towards Kelson fxrosa his miiid^ 
by which inferior natures would have, been swayed •- 
In spite of all such invidiojas arts^ he magnani- 
mously sent hiin to Aboukir ; and^ by unpanjleled 
exertions, which Jervis alonc^ ^^^!^ make, gunned 
him with the ^eans of eclipsiifg bis own: fame* 
The mind o^ the historian, weary with recounting 

the deeds qt Jiuman baseness,, and mortified with 

• - ', .-■»,'. . • • ^ • , ■T' • • ' ' . ' 

contemplating the frailties of illustrious men, ga^ 
thers a soothing refreshm^t fron^ such ^enes as 
these ; w^er^ kindred genius,' ejcitijog only ^ mutual, 
admiration and honest rivalry, elves birth to no 
feelittg'' or jealousy 6r envy, and th^ character which 
stamps rea¥'gfeatness is found in the genuine value 
atid native splendoiit of, the mass, j^s ^weUifs ip the' 
outward beauty. of thie die;' f he highest falents sus.^ 
tained by 'the' purest Virtue ; the capacity of the' 
siBtesman, and the valour of the hero, outshone by 
tHfe inkgtianimbus heaft.'wHich beats only to the* 
mietoirei^ of generosity and of justice. , 

•^ISTcn* ' let' if oe' deemed any abatement of . th is 
pfkf^/lf »the tihdeniat)le trut'h fee stated, that iio 
tiro men *in thfe Sam e prof^sisional career, and ,both' 
cmT consithitnate ekfeellenc^, ever offered more points 
of Priced '^divfei^sity in 'all] ' the particulars which 
aistingiiah character, ailfd signalise the kinds of 
human genius. Alike in courage, except that the 
valour of the one was more buoyant, more consti- 
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tiitional-— of th^ other, more the steady result of 
iieflection, and the produce of many great qualities 
combined, than the mere mode of temperament ; — ^ 
alike without any difference whatever in that fsLj; 
higher quality, moral courage, and political, which 
is the highest pitch of it ; alike in perfect nautical^ 
skill, the result of talents matured by ample exr 
perience, and of the sound judgment which never 
disdains the most trifling details, but holds nothing 
trivial connected with an important subject ; — yet» 
even in their professional abilities, these great cap* 
tains differed : for the more stem mind of the one 
made him a severe disciplinarian, while the amiable, 
nature of the other seduced him into an habitual 
relaxation of rules whose rigorous enforcement 
galled, if it did not wound, his kindlier feelings^ 
Not that either Jervis stooped to the fopperies by 
which some little minds render the service entrusted 
to their hands as ridiculous as themselves ; or that 
Nelson failed to exact strict compliance with rules, 
wherever their infraction would be manifestly 
hurtful : but the habits of the two men upon ordi- 
nary occasions were opposite, and might be plainly 
s^en by an inspection of the ships that bore theijr 
flags. So, too. Nelson was unequal to the &r- 
«Being preparation and unshaken sted&stness of 
purpose required to sustain a long-continued opera- 
tion ; and would, therefore, ill have borne the mo- 
notony of a blockade, such as that which kept 
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CoUingrwood for years on ship4>oard, or that which' 
Jervis maintaiDed off Brest with the Channel fleet. 
It is also undeniable, that, although nothing eonkl 
exceed the beautj and perfect fitness of his dbposi-* 
tions for action when the whole operations were 
raduced to their ultimate point, yet he could not, 
like Jerria, have formed the plan of a naval cam- 
paign ; or combined all the operations over a large 
range of coast and sea, making each part support 
the other, while all conduced to the main purpose. 
Thus, too, it may be doubted if St. Vincent would 
have displayed that sudden, almost intuitive 
promptitude of decision, the result more of an ar- 
dent soul than a penetrating sagacity, which led 
Nelson to liis marvellous course from the old 
world to the new in 1805 ; when he in an instant 
discovered that the French fleet had sailed to the 
West Indies, and having crossed the Atlantic in 
chase of them, i^aln discovered that they had re- 
turned ; and appeared in Europe almost as soon as 
the enemy arrived, whom the mere terror of his' 
tremendous name had drivei before him from 
hemisphere to hemisphere. That the movements 
of his illustrious master would have been as rapid, 
and his decision as prompt, had the conjecture im- 
pressed itself on his mind with the same force, none 
can doubt ; and it may be further admitted, that 
such a peremptory will as the latter showed — such 
a fixed resolution to be obeyed, — such an obdurate, 
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mflexible, unteachable ignorance of the word ^^ im« 
poasible,'' when any preparation was to be made,^-^ 
formed no part of Nelson's character ; although he 
showed his master's profound and crass ignorance 
of that word — the mother tongue of little souls — 
when any mighty feat was to be done^ such as 
«ouls like these cannot rise to comprehend. He 
who fought the great fig^t with the Foudroyant, 
would have engaged his Spanish first-rates, had his 
flag off St Vincent floated like Nelson's over a 
seventy-four ; but Nelson could not have put to sea 
in time for intercepting the Spanish fleet, any more 
than he could have cured or quelled the mutinous 
contagion which infected and distracted Jervis's 
crews on the eve of the action. 
. Ify even in a military view, these great warriors 
thus differed, in all other respects they are rather 
to be contmsted than compared. While it was hard 
to tell whether Jervis excelled most in or out of 
his profession, Nelson was nothing on shore — nay^ 
faibd weaknesses, which made the sea air as neces* 
sary, if not to his mental condition, at least to his 
renown, as it is to the bodily health of some invalids. 
The great mind of the one was the natural ally of 
pride; the simpler nature of the other became 
an easy prey to vanity. Nelson felt so acutely 
the delight of being loved and admired by all — ^for 
to all he was kind himself, — that he could not either 
indulge in it with moderation, or conceal it from 
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the world* Severely great, retiring within himself^ 
occupied with his own reflections, Jervis disre- 
garded the opinion of those whom he felt destined 
to command ; and only descended to gain men's 
fiivour that he might avail himself of their co-ope« 
ration, which he swiftly converted into service. 
While Nelson thought aloud, Jervis's words were 
little apt to betray the feelings that ruled, or the 
n^editations that occupied his .mind. The one was 
great only in action ; the other combined in a rare, 
perhaps an unexampled manner, all the noble qua* 
lities which make council vigorous and comprehend 
sive, with those which render execution prompt and 
sure. In the different temper of the men's minds^ 
you could easily tell that the one would be generally 
popular, from the devotion which the multitude al« 
ways pay to brilliant valour, and the affection which 
a gentle, kind, and innocent nature is calculated to 
win ; while the other, with courage as undaunted, 
though eclipsed by greater and rarer qualities, stood 
too far removed from the weaknesses of ordinary 
men to appear in such an amiable light ; and by 
the extent of his capacity and his habits of command^ 
secured the respectful submission of Qthers«more 
than he won their love. Yet, while of Nelson it was 
justly said that no serious breach of discipline waB 
ever overlooked by him ; of Jervis it was as truly- 
observed, that all good officers— all men employed 
under him, whether in civil or military service-— 
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Spoke of him as they felt, with admiration of his 
genius approaching to enthusiasm ; although the 
followers of his illustrious friend adored their idol 
with yet more fervent devotion. In his political 
opinions, this great commander was liberal and free, 
ever preferring the humane and enlightened side ; 
and though loyally attached to the constitution of 
his country, yet careless what offence he might give 
to existing rulers by the unrestrained openness of 
his sentiments upon public a£^irs. Accordingly, 
he was even less a favourite with George III. and 
his court, than his great master, whose party was 
always opposed to that narrowminded and bigoted 
prince. 

It is truly painful to fling in that shade, without 
which this comparative sketch would lose all like* 
ness to its original. The conduct of Lord St. Vin- 
cent was always high and decorous ; and although 
he had a singular aversion to cant of any kind, nor 
to any more than that of an overdone and pharisai* 
cal morality, he never lowered, in his own person, 
the standard of private any more than of public vir- 
tue ; wisely holding all conspicuous men as trustees 
for the character of the people, and in some sort 
representatives of the people's virtues. Lord Nel- 
son, in an unhappy moment, suffered himself to fall 
into the snares laid for his honour by regal craft, 
and baited with &scinating female charms. But 
for this, he might have defied all the malice of his 
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enemies, whether at sea or on shore, in the navy or 
at the court ; because nothing is more true than that 
great merit is safe from all enemies save one — safe 
and secure, so its possessor will only not join its foes. 
Unhappily, he formed this inauspicious junction, 
and the alliance was fiital to his fitme. Seduced by 
the profligate arts of one woman, and the perilous 
fascinations of another, he lent himself to a proceed- 
ing deformed by the blackest colours of treachery 
and of murder. A temporary aberration of mind 
can explain though not excuse this dismal period of 
his history. 

The sacred interests of truth and of virtue for- 
bid us to leave the veil over these afflicting scenes 
undrawn. But having once lifted it up, on seeing 
that it lays bare the failings of Kelson, we may be 
suffered to let it drop over a picture far too sad. to 
dwell upon, even for a moment ! • 

♦ The publication by Sir Harris Nicolas of the * Nelson 
Correspondenc-e* is most valuable. It gives, however, no 
contradiction to the received opinion of his misconduct in 
Sicily : on the contrary, it proves him to have been guilty 
of a great and wilful disobedience to orders through the 
Queen's intercession. 

END OF VOL. III. 
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The history of George III.'s long and eventful 
reign presents to us no one domestic event so im- 
portant in its consequences, both immediate and 
remote, as the rash and hazardous tampering with 
the currency, first by Mr. Pitt, under the pressure 
of the pecuniary embarrassments which the war had 
occasioned, and next by the Liverpool ministry and 
the Whigs in their joint determination to restore 
the standard suddenly and without compromise. 

In 1797 the Bank of England was found to la- 
bour under extreme difficulties, from the export of 
bullion, the state of trade generally, and the finan- 
cial demands of a Government which was borrow- 
ing millions yearly to fill the devouring gulf of war 
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expenditure, and to subsidize half the continental 
powers. It was perceived that either the War or 
the Bank must stop, and the latter alternative was 
chosen, when Mr. Pitt's anxious hopes of peace were 
frustrated by France. An Order in Council was is- 
sued to prohibit it from paying in specie ; sui Act 
was passed to sanction this order, and enable country 
banks to pay in Bank of England paper ; and the 
slaves of the Government, through the press and in 
Parliament, contended for five long years that this 
stoppage had no tendency to depreciate bank notes, 
and had no tendency to increase their issue ! That 
the over issue, and consequently the depreciation, 
was for some years extremely inconsiderable, is cer- 
tain ; but these talkers, reasoners they cannot be 
termed, denied even the tendency of the suspension 
to cause either over-issue or depreciation, and 
affirmed that both were wholly impossible. 

In 1803, Lord King, caring little now for the 
argument of tendency, demonstrated by the plain- 
est evidence of facts, that the depreciation had 
actually taken place; indeed the market price 
of gold having risen above its mint price, dis- 
tinctly proved it ; and the only wonder is, that 
Mr. Thornton and Mr. Horner should not, in dis- 
cussing the subject the year before, have come to 
the same conclusion. 

It was not in the nature of this depreciation to 
stop, while its cause continued to operate. Mr 
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Pitt and his supporters, of course, denied it. He 
who, from his sanguine nature, had refused to 
believe in the existence of the army assembled 
at Dijon in 1800, and charged with disaffection 
a respectable mercantile man for writing to his 
London correspondent that this force was about 
to cross the Alps, and who never would listen 
to any account of it until it had destroyed the 
power of Austria at Marengo, might well be ex- 
pected to shut his eyes against all the facts from 
Change-alley, and all the arguments of Lord King, 
to show that he had intruded into the country a 
debased currency, when he banished all gold from 
Its circulation. But the transacters of traffic all 
over the world were as deaf to the charmer of the 
senate, as he was blind to the fects before his eyes ; 
and the Bank-note soon fell to the price of 17 s, 
and ISs. for a pound. Lord Grenville, to his great 
honour, was the first among the authors of the mis- 
chievous policy of 1797 to perceive its conse- 
quences, and through the rest of his life, he was 
the man who most deeply regretted it. 

In 1811 this evil had gone on to such a length, 
that the market price of gold rose from the mint 
price of 8/. 17^. lO^id. to as high as 51, 8^., and at 
one moment it even reached 51. 1 1^., amounting to 
42 per cent, of rise, and corresponding to an equal 
d^i^iation ; so that the pound-note was at this time 
flunk to about 14^. value in specie. Accordingly, 

b2 
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a regular traffic was carried on in this article; 
guineas and silver were bought and sold at this pre* 
mium, and Bank-notes were taken at this discount. 

This ^vas the time chosen by the House of Com- 
mons for voting, by a great majority, a resolution 
that the bank-note was worth twenty shillings, or 
that a guinea in gold was worth a pound-note and 
a shilling, and, with admirable consistency, to pass 
a law making it a misdemeanor to give more or 
less ! There was but one farther step for such a 
body to take, and that was to declare, that two and 
two are equal to six, and to imprison any one who 
reckoned differently. 

In spite of this gross and revolting absurdity, 
without any parallel in the history of deliberative 
bodies, and only to be matched in the annals of 
pampered despots mad with the enjoyment of power, 
the depreciation continued ; the gold was wholly 
excluded from circulation ; all that the Mint coined 
was instantly exported ; neither debtors nor credi- 
tors knew how to reckon, and no man could tell 
the value of his property. In truth, the havoc 
which the depreciation had made with all the deal* 
ings of men was incalculable. Those who had 
lent their money when the currency was at par, 
were compelled to receive the depreciated money 
in payment, and thus to lose 30 or 40 per cent, of 
their capital. Those who had let land or houses 
on lease, must take so much less rent than thej 
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had stipulated to receive. Above all, those who 
had lent their money to the country were obliged 
to take two-thirds only of the interest for which 
they had bargained, and were liable to be paid off 
with two-thirds of the principal. Any consider* 
able fluctuation in the money circulation ever pro«^ 
duces habits of gambling and extravagance ; and 
all the mercantile transactions of the commimity, 
a» well as all its private concerns, assumed this 
complexion, to which the wicked and absurd policy 
of the Orders in Council, another consequence of 
the war, greatly contributed, by destroying the 
regular and respectable mercantile dealings of the 
country, and introducing a clandestine, contraband 
system, with the avowed intention of defeating the 
enemy's decrees against our trade, but also in order 
to mitigate under hand the pressure of our own 
retaliating measures. 

At length the attention of Parliament, chiefly 
through the press, was awakened to the state of our 
aflairs. The labours of the Bullion Committee 
under Mr. Horner, aided by Mr. Thornton and Sir 
H. Farnel], had opened all men's eyes to the fact 
of the depreciation. It was in vain that the incre- 
dible resolution of the same year, and, shameful to 
relate, passed three months after the debate in 
which Mr. Canning's inimitable speech had demon- 
strated the whole propositions of the subject, was 
cited against the over-issue, and its inevitable con- 
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iequences. The GroyemmeDt at length saw tfaat 
something must be dose to stop the depreciation of 
the Bank paper, and to restore the standard ; and 
the only argument for delay was the necessity of 
continuing the war expenditure — one of the most 
urgent reasons, certainly, for instantly applying a 
remedy to the enormous ^vil. 

At length the government of Lord Liverpool, 
under the influence of Mr. Peel, who was one of 
its most powerful supporters though not then in 
office, undertook the settlement of the question ; 
and a committee was appointed, which, after a full 
investigation of the subject, reported in fiivour of 
an unqualified resumption of cash payments. Mr. 
Bicardo, not yet a Member of Parliament, but who 
had, by his able writings upon the question, con- 
tributed more than any one, except Lord King 
and Mr. Horner, to establish the &ct of deprecia- 
tion, had a great influence upon the decision of the 
Committee and the plan adopted by it for restorii^ 
the standard. Mr. Peel being chairman of the 
Committee, brought in the Bill, which was warmly 
supported by the Whigs, they claiming a kind of 
peculiar property in the question, from the support 
which they had always given to Lord King and 
Mr. Horner. 

The sudden return to specie had of course this 
inevitable consequence, that all debts contracted 
during the depreciation in the depreciated currency 
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were now payable in good money at par ; so that if 
any one had borrowed a thousand pounds during the 
last ten years, he had now to pay thirteen hundred. 
And so of all time bargains: tenants had their 
rents raised in the same proportion, and the country, 
the great borrower of all, became liable to pay one 
hundred pounds for every seventy which it had bor- 
rowed. The effect produced upon all prices was 
equally considerable, but was not so pernicious to 
the country. The case of landowners was, on the 
whole, the hardest. They had laid out money in 
purchases, or in improvements, and had generally 
borrowed a large portion of the sums thus expended. 
All prices were now reduced, and they were liable 
to pay their creditors twenty shillings for every 
fourteen or fifteen they had borrowed. The result 
was, that a considerable body of these unfortunate 
men were now left without enough to pay their cre- 
ditors, and some of the class had even lost their 
whole income. It is fit to consider these things 
when so great a dissatis&ction Is felt with their 
opposition to a repeal of the Com Laws. 

There are very many reflecting persons who now 
deeply lament the course which the Government 
and the Opposition pombined together to pursue in 
1819. The argument, that prices were only 
affected in proportion to the difference between the 
market and the mint prices of gold at the period 
of greatest depreciation, seemed unsatis&ctory, be* 
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cause those prices having risen during the depre- 
ciation in a greater proportion than the difference, 
it seemed reasonable to expect that this difference 
would not be the measure of the fall which the 
resumption of cash payments might occasion. 
However, one thing was certain, that no regard 
was shown in the great and sudden, and somewhat 
violent, measure of 1819, to the case of all bor- 
rowers during the depreciation, including the state 
itself, and that it was anything rather than a proof 
of relief being extended, or evidence of justice 
being done to the borrowers between 1810 and 
1820, that the lenders between 1790 and 1800, 
who had been paid off between 1810 and 1820, had 
been severe sufferers by the depreciation of the 
currency they were paid in. If the two bodies of 
borrowers and lenders had continued the same all 
along, the argument would have been unanswer- 
able. In the actual case it was a gross absurdity ; 
for it was assuming that one man might be fairly 
obliged to pay twenty shillings for every fourteen 
he had borrowed, because another man had been 
paid only fourteen shillings for every twenty he 
had lent. 

Any account of George IIL's reign would be 
most imperfect which did not dwell upon this im- 
portant part of it ; and in order to complete the 
view of those statesmen who directed the public 
aflairs during tne same period, it is necessary that 
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the eminent individuals should be commemorated, 
who, having borne the principal share in the con* 
troversy respecting the depreciation, may be con- 
sidered as the guides of the sounder policy which 
led to a restored currency, although the manner of 
effecting the restoration is liable to much and just 
observation. 

Mr. Horner having entered public life without 
any advantage of rank or fortune, though of a 
respectable family, had, in a very short time, raised 
himself to a high place among the members of 
the Whig party (to which he was attached alike 
from sincere conviction, and from private friend- 
ship with its chiefs), by the effect of a most honour- 
able and virtuous character in private life, a steady 
adherence to moderate opinions in politics, talents 
of a high order, and information at once accurate 
and extensive upon all subjects connected with 
state afl^irs. Not that his studies had been con- 
fined to these ; for his education, chiefly at Edin- 
bui^h, had been most liberal, and had put him in 
possession of &.r more knowledge upon the subjects 
of general philosophy, than falls to the lot of most 
English statesmen. All the departments of moral 
science he had cultivated in an especial manner ; 
and he was well grounded in the exacter sciences, 
although he had not pursued these with the same 
assiduity, or to any considerable extent. The pro- 
fession of the law, which he followed, rather dis- 
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eiplined his mind than distracted it from the more 
attractive and elegant pursuits of literary leisure, 
for he had no success at the bar ; and lus taste, the 
g^ide and control of eloquence, was manly and 
chaste, erring on the safer side of fiistidiousness. 
Accordingly, when he joined his party in Parlia- 
ment, his oratory was of a kind which never fiuled 
to produce a great effect, and he only did not reach 
the higher places among debaters, because he was 
cut off prematurely, while steadily advancing upon 
the former successes of his career. For although 
in the House of Commons he had never given the 
rdns to his imagination, and had rather confined 
himself to powerful argument and luminous state- 
ment than indulged in declamation, they who knew 
him, and had heard him in other debates, were 
aware of his powers as a declaimer, and expected 
the day which should see him shining also in the 
more ornamental parts of oratory. 

The great question of the Currency had been 
thoroughly studied by him at an early period of 
life, when the writings of Mr. Henry Thornton 
and Lord King first opened men's eyes to the de- 
preciation which Mr. Pitt's ill-starred policy had 
occasioned. With the former he had partaken of 
the doubts by which his work left the question 
overcast in 1802; the admirable and indeed deci- 
sive demonstration of the latter in the next year, 
4Bntirely removed those doubts ; and Mr. Homer, 
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following up the able paper upon the subject which 
he had contributed to the Edinburgh Review at 
its first appearance, with a second upon Lord King's 
work, avowed his conversion, and joined most pow- 
erfully with those who asserted that the currency 
had been depreciated, and the metallic money dis- 
placed by the inconvertible Bank paper. In 1810, 
he moved for that £imous Bullion Committee, 
whose labours left no doubt upon the matter in the 
minds of any rational person endowed with even a 
tolerable clearness of understanding ; and the two 
speeches which he made, upon moving his resolu- 
tions the year afler, may justly be regarded as 
finished models of eloquence applied to such sub- 
jects. The feme which they acquired for him was 
great, solid, lasting; and though they might be 
surpassed, they were certainly not eclipsed, by the 
wonderful resources of close argument, profound 
knowledge, and brilliant oratory, which Mr. Can- 
ning brought to bear upon the question, and of 
which no one more constantly or more amply than 
Mr. Homer acknowledged the transcendant merits. 
When the subject of the Holy Alliance was 
brought forward by Mr. Brougham, early in the 
session of 1816, Mr. Homer, who had greatly dis- 
tinguished himself on all the questions connected 
with what the Ministers pleasantly called <'the 
final settlement of Europe," during the absence 
of the former from Parliament, was now found 
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honestly standing by his friend, and almost alone 
of the regular Whig party declaring his belief id 
the deep-laid conspiracy, which the hypocritical 
phrases and specious pretences of the Allies were 
spread out to cover. The part he took in the de- 
bate to which the treaties gave rise, showed that 
there was no portion of the &mous arrangements- 
made at Vienna, to which he had not sedulously 
and successfully directed his attention. His speech 
on that occasion was admitted to be one of the best 
ever delivered in Parliament ; and it was truly re- 
freshing to hear questions of Foreign Policy, usually 
discussed with the superficial knowledge, the nar* 
row and confused views to be expected in the pro- 
duction of ephemeral pens, now treated with a 
depth of calm reflection, an enlarged perception of 
complicated relations, and a provident forethought 
of consequences, only exceeded by the spirit of 
freedom and justice which animated the whole dis- 
course, and the luminous clearness of statement 
which made its drift plain to every hearer. 

But this able, accomplished, and excellent per- 
son was now approaching the term assigned to his 
useful and honourable course by the mysterious 
dispensations under which the world is ruled. A 
complication of extraordinary maladies soon afler- 
w^ards precluded all further exertion, and, first con- 
fining his attention to the care of his health, before 
a year was over from the date of his last brilliant 
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display, brought him deeply and universally la- 
mented to an untimely grave.* 

** Ostendent terns hunc tantam fata, neqae ultra 
Esse sinent. Nimium vobis Romana propago 
Visa potens, Superi, propria hsec si dona fUissent 1 " 

When the new writ was moved, on his deceasOi 
for the borough of St. Mawes, which he repre« 
sented under the liberal and enlightened patronage 
of the Buckingham family, Lord Morpethf gave 
a striking sketch of his character. Mr. Canning, 
Sir S. Bomilly, Mr. W. Elliott, and others, joined 
in the conversation, and Mr. H. Lascellesf ob- 
served, with universal assent, that if the form of 
the proceeding could have admitted of a question 
being put upon Mr. Horner's merits, there would 
not have been heard one dissentient voice. 



^ It deserves to be noted, as a marvelloiis instance of that 
tmly learned conjecture by which the skill of Dr. Bidllie 
was distiuguishedt that after many other physicians had 
severally given their opinions on the nature of Mr. Homer's 
hidden complaints, Dr. Biullie at once decided against all 
their theories ; but, when he came to propose his own, 
avowed the extreme uncertainty in which so obscure and 
difficult a case had left him. However, he said that he 
guessed it was one or the other of two maladies so rare that 
he had only seen a case or two of the one, and the other never 
but in a Museum of morbid anatomy. When the body was 
opened by Vacca at Pisa, where he died, it was found that 
both those rare diseases existed in the system. 

t Now Lord Carlisle. 

{ Afterwards Lord Harewood. 
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To Lord King was due the detection and the proof 
of the effects actually produced by the &.tal Bank 
restriction, as has already been stated ; and the ex- 
cellent individual who rendered so great a service 
to his country, was distinguished for qualities of a 
very high order. To a strong natural understand- 
ing, which eminently excelled in clearness of per- 
ception and quickness of apprehension, he joined 
habits of study seldom found in the patrician order, 
but which, as well as his sound and enlightened 
principles, might well be expected in one who had 
the glory of descending from the second of English 
philosophers ; for he was the personal repres^ita^ 
tive of Locke, — ^his grandfather, the Lord Chan- 
cellor King, having been the nephew and ward of 
that illustrious person. Although he had &r too 
little ambition, too little thirst for power or for 
literary fiime, ever to exert his talents in anything 
like their full extent, he hbd passed his life in 
reading, with little other object than to occupy his 
time agreeably and to improve his mind. His in- 
formation, therefore, was extensive and accurate ; 
with most parts of historical, philosophical, and 
theological controversy, he was £imiliarly con- 
versant ; and he had gathered from all his studies 
and all his reflections, a Arm belief in the title of 
the people to as large a portion of liberty and of 
power as they are capable of enjoying with advan- 
tage to themselves ; a deeply rooted conviction of 
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the sinfulness as well as the folly of intolerancey 
rel^ous or civil ; and an habitual veneration for 
the pursuit of truth and truth alone, in all inquiries 
whether practical or speculative. In following 
this worthy object he was as little to be daunted 
by perils in action as to be scared by consequences 
in argument. XHfHculties had more influence over 
him by &r than dangers ; for though he was of an 
active turn of mind, and applied himself to his fa- 
vourite pursuits, whether of agriculture or study, 
with assiduity; yet as he had no' great stimulus 
from ambition aud none from vanity, he cared little 
to struggle with what cost trouble, as long as he 
could occupy himself equally in easier pursuits. The 
firmness with which he stood up on all occasions 
for his principles, the great doctrines of civil and 
religious liberty, would have done honour to the 
itednts and martyrs of the seventeenth century. 
The offence which he gave by his warfare with ec- 
clesiastical establishments never abated his hostility. 
Superficial men &ncied they saw in this course an 
indication of indifference to religion itself; where- 
as, one of his chief reasons for objecting to a state 
endowment, was its tendency to undermine religion, 
as he thought whether rightly or erroneously, and 
its liability to be perverted into an engine against 
the liberties of the country. 

With the solid qualities which have been de- 
scribed, he possessed others of a lighter kind, and 
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to the more valuable acquirements of extensive 
study, he added several of the more trivial but more 
elegant accomplishments. He had a keen sense of 
the ludicrous : his taste in composition was pure ; 
his style natural, simple, and clear. Nothing can 
be more admirably written than his celebrated 
Tract on the Currency ; of which the philosopliy, 
too, is as excellent as the argument and the infer- 
ences are practical. He had an excellent taste in 
gardening and in architecture, down to its most 
minute details ; nor was there a more perfect 
draughtsman for the more ornamental parts of 
rooms, upon the pure models which in Italy he had 
studied, than the politicalx economist who could 
unravel all the mysteries of currency and ex- 
changes, the philosopher who could throw light on 
the darker passages of metaphysical science. 

This distinguished person was equally delightful 
in private and respectable in public life. His gaiety 
was perpetual ; natural, lively, playful, no one was 
more easily interested and amused; few brought 
more into the general stock of entertainment. The 
difference of ranks was probably less known to him 
than to any other individual of the order to which 
he belonged. Pride of every kind was as alien to 
his nature as vanity. He seemed unconscious that 
the Chancellor King or the philosopher Locke had 
ever lived ; and equally unconscious of his own ex- 
istence. It should seem, indeed, that the fact of 
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the Lord Chancellor's existence has been also ob- 
literated from the recollection of his surviving fa- 
mily ; for the name and title of King has been 
abolished, and some other name wholly unknown 
substituted in its stead. If this has been done 
from a noble desire to illustrate an obscure title by 
great actions, 'tis well. But in the mean time it 
may be remarked, that the Government ought to 
have corrected this apparent want of memory, and 
peremptorily refused an arrangement by which all 
traces are expunged from the Peerage of one who 
was an ornament to the order ; one who was elevated 
to his rank for great public services, whose name 
was the property of his profession and his country. 

The third of those who have been mentioned 
in connexion with the Currency question, was Mr. 
Ricardo ; a person of good information and great 
ability, though not overtopping all others in learn- 
ing, nor entitled to be reckoned a man of genius. 
The originality of some speculations on political 
economy, in which he engaged, was, indeed^ unde- 
niable; for, although the doctrine of rent now 
generally received had been broached some years 
before by Sir Edward West, afterwards Chief 
Judge at Bombay, he delivered it in an obscure 
pamphlet, which being published anonymously 
attracted no attention, and was quite unknown both 
to Mr. Malthus and Mr. Ricardo at the time their 
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controveny began. This furnishes an additional 
proof, however, of the truth so universally observed 
in all departments of science, that, discoveries being 
made gradually, and when many men's minds are 
bent in the same direction, the new light seldom 
breaks upon one eye alone, and a doubt may almost 
always be raised who is the person that really made 
any given step. 

The habits of this able and excellent person were 
those of business, and business of a contracted 
kind, as little likely to fit the mind for abstract and 
general inquiries as to point the attention towards 
them. His life had been passed on the Stock 
Exchange, like that of so many members of the 
Jewish persuasion to which his family originally 
belonged. But his leisure hours had been devoted 
to study, and no man was better acquainted with 
all the ordinary topics of political information. 
When the Bullion Question was forced upon the 
attention of Parliament and the country, by the 
manifest effects of inconvertible paper having 
so long been issued by the Bank of England, and 
still more, perhaps, by the excessive issue of country 
bank-notes, contrary to all the speculative argu- 
ments of the other school, founded upon a fallacious 
notion that their being made payable in Bank of 
England paper imposed an effectual check upon their 
issue, whereas country people, preferring paper on 
which names well known to them were seen, never 
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thought of making any such exchange, Mr. Ricardo 
took a part in the controversy that arose, and 
published one or two tracts on the depreciation. 
Lord King had first demonstrated this as early as 
1804, the book of Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Homer's 
able and learned analysis of it in the '^ Edinburgh 
Beview," having left this important question alto- 
gether undecided. But Mr. Ricardo's arguments 
and his facts, added to his great practical knowledge 
of all monetary questions, produced a powerful 
impression, and greatly aided the proceedings of 
the first Bullion Conunittee, that of 1810. As a 
literary performance the pamphlet had a merit 
almost equal to that of its argument and its informa- 
tion. The style was simple, clear, and nervous ; 
showing powers, both of reasoning and of explana- 
tion, which were of a high order, and disfigured by 
no deviation whatever from the rules of correct 
taste. 

During the few succeeding years in the enjoy- 
ment of high reputation among political economists, 
and taking a distinguished place among literary 
men, he continued his labours as an author, and, 
consolidating his views in one work, gave to the 
world his excellent treatise on his favourite science, 
which, with Mr. Malthus's Essay on the ^' Principle 
of Population," divides the claim to a second place, 
afler the <^ Wealth of Nations," among the books 
which this country has produced upon the important 
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science of Economics. Meanwhile his controversial 
discussions with Mr. Malthus and others were con- 
ducted in a spirit of candour and genuine unaffected 
good-humour, joined to first-rate ability and argu- 
mentative skill, that makes them a model for all 
succeeding combatants in the fields of reasoning. 
The distingiiished men who carried on this discussion 
in public, through the press, betrayed no heat or 
impatience of temper — no anxiety to take an unfair 
advantage — no wish to catch at trifling omissions or 
slips — nothing of heatoram'mosity whatever ; they 
were manifestly impressed with one only desire 
and in pursuit of one object alone— desirous only 
that the truth should be discovered — the truth, 
the sole object of their search ; and although there 
was involved in the contest the question of their 
own fame, it was conducted as calmly as a game at 
chess or the investigation of a problem in the 
mathematics. 

The Bill which usually goes by Mr. Peel's name 
had been passed for restoring the currency a short 
time before Mr. Kicardo came into Parliament ; 
but the Committee (commonly called the Second 
Bullion Committee), out of whose Eeport the 
measure arose, had fully adopted the principle and 
had closely followed the plan laid down by Mr. 
Ricardo. When he took his place in the House of 
Commons, afler the high reputation which had 
preceded him, he necessarily appeared to some dis- 
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advantage under the weight of the great expecta- 
tions formed of him. But, as £ir as these were 
reasonable, however ample, they were fully an- 
swered. His speaking, his conduct, his manner, 
were all unexceptionable, and all suited to the man, 
his high station among philosophers, his known 
opinions on political af&irs, his kindly nature, and 
his genuine modesty. There was something about 
him, chiefly a want of all affectation as well as 
pretension in everything he said or did, that won 
the respect of each party. His matter was ever 
of high value. Whether you agreed or differed 
with him, you were well pleased to have it brought 
out and made to bear upon the question, if indeed 
the pursuit of right and truth was your object. 
His views were often, indeed, abundantly theoretical, 
sometimes too refined for his audience, occasionally 
extravagant from his propensity to follow a right 
principle into all rts consequences, without duly 
taking into account in practice the condition of 
things to which he was applying it, as if a mecha- 
nician were to construct an engine without taking 
into consideration the resistance of the air in which 
it was to work, or the strength and the weight and 
the friction of the parts of which it was to be made. 
When he propounded, as the best way of extricating 
us from our financial embarrassments, that the capi- 
tal of the country should be taxed 700 or 800 mil- 
lions, and the debt at once paid off, and defended 
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this scheme upon the twofold ground, that what a 
debtor owes is alwajns to be deducted from his pro- 
perty and regarded as belonging to his creditors, 
and that the expense of managing the debt and 
raising the revenue to paj the interest would be a 
large saving to the nation, he assumed as true two 
undeniable facts, but he drew a practical inference 
not more startling at its first statement than inad- 
missible when closely examined upon the clearest 
grounds of both expediency and justice. It may 
even be doubted whether the only feasible portion 
of the plan, the diminution of interest from Ume to 
time effected by threats of repaying the principal, 
or rather redeeming the annuities (the only thing to 
which the public creditor is entitled), be not a step 
too &r in this direction both as to justice and policy. 
In like manner he always greatly undervalued the 
amount of the depreciation in the currency upon 
prices generally, estimating it solely by the differ- 
ence between the mint price and the market price 
of gold ; and so confidently did he believe in this 
speculative estimate, that his practical plan for 
restoring the currency was grounded upon it. But 
while such were his errors, and those of a kind to 
excite very strong feelings in certain large and imr 
portant classes in the House of Commons, he was 
uniformly and universally respected for the sterling 
qualities of his capacity and his character, which 
were acknowledged by all. 
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His speaking was of an admirable description ; 
dear^ simple, correct in diction, copious in argu- 
ment, pregnant with information, but never thrown 
away. He reserved the share which he took in de- 
bate for questions to which his attention had been 
particularly directed, with which he was £imiliar, 
and to which he attached great importance. Hence, 
even his extreme opinions upon questions connected 
with the reform of the constitution in Church and 
State gave no offence ; for he appeared not to court 
the opportunity of delivering them, but as if com- 
pelled by a sense of duty to declare his mind, care- 
less or indisposed otherwise to make a speech. Few 
men have, accordingly, had more weight in Par- 
liament ; certainly none who, finding but a very 
small body of his fellow-members to agree with his 
leading opinions, might be said generally to speak 
against the sense of his audience, ever commanded 
a more patient or even favourable hearing ; and, as 
this was effected without any of the more ordinary 
powers of oratory or of entertainment possessed by 
others, it might be regarded as the triumph of rea- 
son, intelligence, and integrity over untoward cir- 
cumstances and alien natures. The regret felt for 
his loss was in proportion to the high estimation in 
which he had been held during the three years that 
he sat in Parliament ; and the country, as well as 
its representatives, justly sorrowed over a great light 
extinguished prematurely, which had already proved 
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SO useful, and which might have been expected 
to render so much greater and longer service in 
illuminating the world. 

Note. — It may seem an omission in a work professing to 
give the Orators as well as the Statesmen of the last age, that 
Curran should not appear among them, — the greatest ora^r 
after Grattan and Plonket that Ireland has produced, and in 
every respect worthy of being placed on a line with those great 
masters of speech. But there is really an insuperable diffi- 
oulty in attempting a task which has been so inimitably per- 
fonned already, and within only a few years. Mr. C. Phil- 
lips's sketch of his friend is certainly one of the most extra- 
ordinary pieces of biography ever produced. Nothing can 
be more lively and ^cturesque than its representation of the 
fiunous original. The reader of it can hardly be said not to 
have personally known Curran and Curran's contemporaries. 
It has been justly said of this admirable work that it is Bos- 
well minus Bozzy. No library should be without such a 
piece; and instead of hopelessly attempting any addition Co 
it, there will be more use in copying over one of the nume- 
rous characteristic descriptions in which it abounds. 

'* I caught the first glimpse of the little man through the 
vista of his garden. There he was— on a third time afterwards 
I saw him in a dress which you would imagine he had bop> 
rowed from his tipstaff; his hands in his sides; his under- 
lip protruded ; his &ce almost parallel with the horizon — 
and the important step, and the eternal attitude only varied 
by the pause during which his eye glanced from his guest to 
his watch and from his watch reproachfully to his dining- 
room ; — it was an invariable peculiarity— one second after four 
o'clock, and he would not wait for the Viceroy. The mo- 
ment he perceived me, he took me by the hand, said he would 
not have any one introduce me ; and with a manner which 
I often thought was charmed, at once banished every appre- 
hension, and completely fiuniliarised me at the Priory. I 
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had often seen Carran — often heard him — often read him ; 
but no man ever knew anything about him who did not see 
him at his own table, with the few whom he selected. He 
was a little conyivial deity ; he soared in every region, and 
was at home in all — ^he toached everything, and seemed as 
if he had created it ; he mastered the human heart with the 
same ease that he did his violin. You wept, and you laughed, 
and you wondered ; and the wonderful creature who made 
yxHi do all at will, never let it appear that he was more 
than your equal, and was quite willing, if you chose, to be- 
come your auditor. It is said of Swift that his rule was to 
allow a minute's pause after he had concluded, and then, if 
no person took up the conversation, to recommence himself. 
Curran had no conversational rule whatever : he spoke from 
impulse, and he had the art so to draw you into a participa- 
tion, that, though you felt an inferiority, it was quite a con- 
tented one. Indeed nothing could exceed the urbanity of his 
demeanour. At the time I spoke of he was turned sixty, yet 
he was as playful as a child. The extremes of youth and 
age were met in him : he had the experience of the one, 
and the simplicity of the other." — (Recollections of Curran 
and some of his Contemporaries, p. 3.) 

Let one spedmen of Curran's powers be added, and it is 
one of the most certainly known to be unpremeditated of any 
in the history of the rhetorical art ; for who could ever have 
supposed a judge capable of sneering at a barrister's poverty 
by telling Mm he suspected *' his law library was rather con- 
tracted ? '* Yet this was the brutal remark of Judge Robin- 
son, the author of many stupid, slavish, and scurrilous poli- 
tical pamphlets, and by his demerits raised to the eminence 
which he thus disgraced. 

** It is very true, my Lord, that I am poor, and the circum- 
stance has certainly somewhat curtailed my library : my 
books are not numerous, but they are select, and I hope they 
have been perused with proper dispontions. I have prepared 
myself for this high profession rather by the study of a few 
good works, than by the composition of a great many bad ones, 

vol.. IV. « 
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I am not aBhamed of my poTerty ; bat I should be »ah^rwu>^ 
of my wealth* oould I have stooped to aoquire it by serriUty 
and oorroption. If I rise not to rank, I shall at least be 
honest; and shooldl ever cease to be sa» many aa example 
shows me that an ill-f^ed eleration, by making me the 
more consiacnoiUy would only make me the more oniTecsally 
and the more notoriously oontemptihle ! " 
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CHARLES CARROL. 



We do a thing of very pernicious tendency if we 
confine the records of history to the most eminent 
personages who bear a part in the events which it 
commemorates. There are often others whose sa- 
crifices are much gp*eater, whose perils are more ex- 
treme, and whose services are nearly as valuable 
as those of the more prominent actors, and who yet 
have, from chance or by the modesty of a retiring 
and unpretending nature, never stood forward to fill 
the foremost places, or occupy the larger spaces in 
the eye of the world. To forget such men is as inex- 
pedient for the public service as it is unjust towards 
the individuals. But the error is fiir greater of 
those who, in recording the annals of revolution, 
confine their ideas of public merit to the feats of 
leaders against established tyranny, or the triumphs 
of orators in behalf of freedom. Many a man in 
the ranks has done more by his zeal and his self- 
devotion than any chief to break the chains of a 
nation, and among such men Charles Carrol, the 
last survivor of the Patriarchs of the American 
Revolution, is entitled to the first place. 

c2 
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His family was settled in Maryland ever since the 
rei^ of James II., and had during that period been 
possessed of the same ample property, the largest 
in the Union. It stood, therefore, at the head of 
the aristocrac}'^ of the country ; was naturally in 
alliance with the Government ; could gain nothing 
while it risked everything by a change of dynasty ; 
and therefore, according to all the rules and the 
prejudices and the frailties which are commonly 
found guiding the conduct of men in a crisis of 
a£&irs, Charles Carrol might have been expected to 
take part against the revolt, certainly never to join 
in promoting it. Such, however, was not this pa- 
triotic person. He was among the for^nost to sign 
the celebrated Declaration of Independence. All 
who did so were believed . to have devoted them- 
selves and their families to the Furies. As he set 
his hand to the instrument, the whisper ran round the 
Hall of Congress, '^ There go some millions of pro- 
perty ! " And there being many of the same name, 
when he heard it said, '^ Nobody will know what 
Carrol it is," as no one signed more than his name, 
and one at his elbow addressing him remarked, 
" You '11 get clear — ^there are several of the name — 
they will never know which to take." " Not so ! *' 
he replied, and instantly added his residence, •* of, 
Carrolton." 

He was not only a man of firm mind, and stea- 
dily-fixed-principles; he was also a person of gicat 
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accomplishments and excellent abilities. Educated 
in the study of the civil law at one of the French 
colleges, he had resided long enough in Europe to 
perfect his learning in all the ordinary branches 
of knowledge. On his return to America, he sided 
with the people against the mother country, and 
^I'as soon known and esteemed as among the ablest 
writers of the Independent party. The confi- 
dence reposed in him soon after was so great, that 
he was joined with Franklin in the commission of 
three sent to obtain the concurrence of the Cana- 
dians in the revolt. He was a Member of Congress 
for the first two trying years, when that body was 
only fourteen in number, and might rather be 
deemed a cabinet council for action than anything 
like a deliberative senate. He then belonged, during 
the rest of the war, to the legislature of his native 
state, Maryland, until 1788, when he was elected 
•one of the United States Senate, and continued for 
three years to act in this body. The rest of his 
time, until he retired from public life in 1804, was 
passed as a senator of Maryland. In all these ca- 
pacities he has left behind him a high reputation 
for integrity, eloquence, and judgment. 

It is usual with Americans to compare the last 
thirty years of his life to the Indian summer* — 

* What we call the Michaelmas summer; the "Short 
summer*' of the south of Europe. 
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sweet as it is tranquil, and partaking neither of the 
fierce heats of the earlier, nor the chilling frosts of 
a later season. His days were both crowned with 
happiness, and lengthened far beyond the usual 
period of human existence. He lived to see the 
people whom he had once known 900,000 in num- 
ber pass twelve millions ; a handful of dependent 
colonists become a nation of freemen ; a dependent 
settlement assume its place among the first-rate 
powers of the world ; and he had the delight of 
feeling that to this consummation he had con- 
tributed his ample share. As no one had run so 
large a risk by joining the revolt, so no one had 
adhered to the standard of freedom more firmly, in 
all its fortunes, whether waving in triumph or spread 
over disaster and defeat. He never had despaired 
of the commonwealth, nor ever had lent his ear 
to &ctious councils ; never had shrunk from any 
sacrifice, nor ever had pressed himself forward to 
the exclusion of men better fitted to serve the 
common cause. Thus it happened to him that no 
man was more universally respected and beloved ; 
none had fewer enemies ; and, notwithstanding the 
ample share in which the gifts of fortune were 
showered upon his house, no one grudged its 
prosperity. 

It would, however, be a very erroneous view of 
his merits and of the place which he filled in the 
eye of his country, which should represent him as 
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only respected for bis patriotism and his virtues. 
He had, talents and acquirements which enabled 
him effectually to help the cause he espoused. His 
knowledge was various ; and his eloquence was of 
a high order. It was^ like his character, mild and 
pleasing ; like his deportment, correct and &u]t- 
less. Flowing smoothly, and executing &r more 
than it seemed to aim at, every one was charmed 
by it, and many were persuaded. His taste was 
peculiarly chaste, for he was a scholar of extra- 
ordinary accomplishments ; and few, if any, of the 
speakers in the New World came nearer the model 
of the more refined oratory practised in the parent 
state. Nature and ease, want of effort, gentleness 
united with sufficient strength, are noted as its 
enviable characteristics ; and as it thus approached 
the tone of conversation, so, long after he ceased 
to appear in public, his private society is represented 
as displaying much of his rhetorical powers, and 
has been compared, not unhappily, by a late writer, 
to the words of Nestor, which fell like vernal snows 
as he spake to the people. In commotions, whether 
of the senate or the multitude, such a speaker, by 
his calmness and firmness joined, might well hope 
to have the weight, and to exert the control and 
mediatory authority of him, /^ee^o^^^rdim et mentis, 
who 

^pegit dictia animos et pectora mulcet 

In 1825, on the anniversary of the Half Century 
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after the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
the day was kept over the whole Union as a grand 
festival, and observed with extraordinary solemnity. 
As the clock struck the hour when that mighty 
instrument had been signed, another bell was also 
heard to toll ; it was the passing bell of John Adams, 
one of the two surviving Presidents who had set 
their hands to the 'Declaration. The other was 
Jefferson ; and it was soon after learned that at this 
hour he too had expired in a remote quarter of the 
country. 

' There now remained only Carrol to survive his 
fellows ; and he had already reached extreme old 
age ; but he lived yet seven years longer, and, in 
1832, at the age of 95, the venerable patriarch was 
gathered to his fathers.* 

The Congress went into mourning on his ac- 
count for three months, as they had done for Wash- 
ington, and for him alone. 



The historian of George III.'s reign, who should 
confine his attention to the Statesmen of England, 
would exhibit but a faint picture of the times, and 

* His family yet flourishes in America, and three of his 
grand-daughters are allied by marriage to three noble 
families in England : among them one is now Marchioness 
Wellesley, the amiable and accomplished widow of that 
great statesman, whose outset in life was marked by a cor- 
dial support of American Independence. 
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very imperfectly represent even those who admi« 
nistered the aflfiiirs of our own country. The eminent 
men to whose bands the destinies of France were 
committed during the eventful period of the Revo- 
lution, exercised an almost direct influence over 
the fortunes of every neighbouring nation ; and a 
just view of the course pursued by our statesmen 
cannot be obtained without considering the French 
rulers to whom they were opposed, or with whom 
they negotiated. The order of time, and indeed 
the relation of events, pointa first to ^ the name of 
Neckar. 



o3 
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NECKAIL 



Few men have ever risen from humble, even 
obscure b^mnings, to a station of vast importance, 
both for wealth and power, for personal aggran- 
dizement and influence over the &te of the world, 
with so little of genius as Neckar; and it is a 
grateful refreshment to the mind of the historian, 
weary with contemplating successful vice or great 
resources expended in committing great crimes, to 
dwell upon one example of more ordinary merits 
recompensed by all the gifts of fortune, and stem 
virtue, unsustained by brilliant capacity, conferring 
upon its possessor supreme power and far-resound- 
ing i^une. 

The clerk in a Paris banking-house, though of a 
respectable and indeed ancient Genevan family, he 
became early in life, by the successful pursuit of 
commerce, one of the richest men in France. The 
student of letters for his amusement, and without 
anything like genius in the sciences or the belles 
lettres, he lived to be the centre of all literary 
society in the most refined European capital, to 
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which he was a stranger by his birth. The trader 
first, then the envoy of the smallest state in Europe 
— a state rather known among other powers as the 
butt of their gibes than the companion of their 
councils — he rose to be chief minister of the great- 
est among them ; and the young adventurer from 
Geneva, by his errors, or by his patriotism, as men 
may variously view it, lived to be the proximate 
cause of that mighty event which shook all Europe 
to its centre, and exercises to this hour an influence 
universal and unparalleled over the destinies of the 
world. 

Neckar was sent from his Other's house at 
Geneva to learn business in the banking-house of 
Yemet : he soon acquired the ascendant where he 
had been only clerk; and, becoming afterwards 
partner in the house of Thelluson, he at once, by 
his talents for business, established the splendid 
fortune of that great firm and became the architect 
of his own. Betiring at an early age from mer- 
cantile pursuits with an ample fortune, he was 
chosai resident for the republic of Geneva at the 
court of Versailles, and soon became universally 
esteemed in the circles of the aristocracy, as he had 
been in those of commerce, for his amiable manners 
and his strict integrity. His information was 
extensive, and it was accurate : he had especially 
studied finance, and was extremely knowing on all 
matters connected with it, — a subject of peculiar 
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and universal interest at the time ii^hen he came 
into patrician society. His wealth we may well 
suppose added greatly to the charms of his society 
in a luxurious capital like Paris, and was not even 
without its effect on the courtly circles of Ver- 
sailles. But his conversation and his manners were 
calculated to win their way independent of a 
brilliant fortune ; the former — ^lively, cheerful, 
elegant, and instructive ; the latter — ^simple, na- 
tural, and, if somewhat pedantic, yet honest and 
manly. Indeed, of that which the great vulgar 
are so wont to look down upon as pedantry, it may 
be observed, that its title to our respect is not 
trifling: for it necessarily implies intellectual 
qualifications in at least one department, and so 
much honesty and openness of character as will not 
consent, for fashion's sake, to wear a mask. It 
must be added that our French neighbours have 
always deemed pedantry and pedantic manners a 
much lighter offence in the code of social taste than 
ourselves. In the gayest circles of Paris such a 
taunt goes but for little — nay, is often found rather 
a passport to notice, if not to respect ; while the less 
frivolous English, as they deem themselves, turn 
from it with aversion, or look down upon h with 
contempt. This difference, probably, arises finom 
the greater zeal with which the Frenchman throws 
himself into any pursuit he embarks in, careless of 
his dignity, and fearless of the ridicule attendant 
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Upon those who go to extremes. He is, generally, 
therefore, prone to the very courses which are 
characteristic of the pedant, the man of a single 
idea, the enthusiast who, absorbed in a single pur- 
suit, forgets that others sympathise little with him. 
He has, as it were habitually and naturally, the 
pedantic diathesis, and hence is either insensible to 
its effects on others, or easily becomes patient of 
them himself. 

But Neckar had consecrated his leisure to pur- 
suits more important than shining in the society of 
either the mercantile or the aristocratic community. 
As early as 1773, his ' "Eloge de Colbert' carried 
away the prize of the Academy; «nd when the 
anxiety respecting the public sustenance was at its 
height, he distinguished himself stall more by his 
admirable essay on the corn-laws and corn-trade — 
^ La Legislation et le Commerce des Grains.' From 
this period his accession to the management of tne 
French finances was regarded as certain ; and in 
1777, when their derangement pressed the govern- 
ment most severely, on the eve of its embarking in 
the American war, he was clothed with the high 
office of Director-general. 

Nothing could be more wise, nor anything more 
brilliant, than his first operations. He established 
order where he found confusion to prevail ; where 
darkness and mystery shrouded each branch of the 
administration, he let in the wholesome light of 
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day ; in every department the inflexible enemy of 
fraud made strict honesty the basis of all his opera- 
tions, and rigorously exacted from others the same 
purity of which he furnished himself so bright an 
example. He began by refusing the whole salary 
and emoluments attached to his office. Short- 
sighted men joined with those whose interests w^re 
threatened by this course, in considering it as the 
fruit of a vain-glorious disposition. It was nothing 
of the kind : it was the wise and well-considered 
precaution of arming himself with the power to ex- 
tirpate all abuses, and reduce all useless payments, 
and even to press hard upon the subsistence of in- 
dividuals wherever the public good required the 
sacrifice. How else could he' have suppressed six 
hundred places about Court and in the Treasury, 
at one blow — the mighty achievement which sig- 
nalized his accession to power ? But he stopped 
not there. Some of the most oppressive remnants 
of the feudal system were abolished ; the heaviest 
of the taxes (the taille or property-tax) was limited 
and fixed ; the most substantial reforms were intro- 
duced into the administration of hospitals and pri- 
sons ; the foundation of yet more extensive im- 
provements was laid in the establishment of Pro- 
vincial Assemblies ; and a g^eral system of ac- 
counting extended to all the branches of the admi- 
nistration, so as to exact a full pecuniary responsi- 
bility from each. It must be added as a set-o6^ 
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against the charges whiob involve this honest 
minister in the blame of occasioning the Revolution 
tea years later, that all the reforms of his first ad- 
ministration were prudently devised and framed 
upon a moderate scale, guided by well-considered 
views, and effected so gradually, that a second step 
never was taken until the safety and advantages of 
the first had been submitted to the only sure test, 
that of actual experience. 

In some departments he had found resistance to 
his reforms, which his firmness, joined to his suavity 
of manner, and sustained by his unimpeachable in- 
tegrity, enabled him to overcome. But Sartine, 
formerly chief of the police, who had been made 
minister of marine by the prime minister, Maurepas, 
reckoning on the support of his patron, refused 
to adopt the system of accounting which formed 
the corner-stone of Neckar's whole plan ; and 
Neckar prevailed on the king to supersede him, 
appointing in his room the Marshal de Castries, 
a man of the highest honour and greatest zeal for 
the public service. Maurepas never forgave this 
proceeding. Availing himself of the clamour 
raised by Neckar's fiimous '< Compte Rendu," and 
by his ordinance for calling together Provincial 
Assemblies, so odious to the ancient Parliaments, he 
brought about the vexatious treatment which led to 
the resignation of the able and honest minister who 
in five years had changed a deficit of 35,000,000 
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of francs into a surplus of 10,000,000, without im- 
posing one single new tax of any kind, and under 
all the burdensome war expenses which had been 
added to those of thQ former peace establishment. It 
must, however, be admitted that, although Maurepas 
worked for this piurpose, Neckar was not justified 
in resigning his office. The refusal of his demand 
to have the entr^ du conseil (a seat in the cabinet) 
was Iiardly sufficient, if in all other particulars he 
had the firm support of the court ; and, as nothing 
could exceed the distress into which his resigna- 
tion plunged the jroyal £imily, so no effort was 
omitted for his restoration. It is generally be- 
lieved that, had he been in office at the death of 
Maurepas, then fourscore years old and upwaids, 
he must have succeeded to his place, and that he 
would certainly have prevented both the financial 
embarrassments which led to the Bevolution, and 
the assemblage of the States, which, occasioned by 
the deficit, was its proximate cause. The courts of 
Vienna, Naples, and St. Petersburgh all besought 
him in vain to undertake the direction of their 
affairs as finance minister : but he preferred lite- 
rary leisure ; and his work on finance, published in 
1 784, had such success, that 80,000 copies of it were 
sold in a few days. Calonne, who succeeded, him 
in France, soon threw all into the confusion from 
which he had extricated the revenue and expen- 
diture of the country ; and when Brienne became 



NECKAR. 45 

prime minister, after calling the States Greneral to- 
gether, and plunging the finances into still worse 
confusion than before, he was compelled again to 
send for Neckar, who came to the assistance of the 
nation, but came &r too late ; and he said so him- 
self on consenting again to take office — ^^ Why have 
they not given me the Archbishop's (Brienne's) 
fifteen months ? But now it is too late.*' He found 
the public securities unsaleable in the market, the 
country threatened with fiunine, the Parliament in 
banishment, the Bastille filled with Deputies from 
the provinces, the whole country distracted with 
fiictious violence, and an immediate assembling 
of the States General distinctly promised. His 
name at once restored public credit — the feelings 
so strongly excited were calmed — the prison-doors 
flew open — ^the exile of the Parliament was ended 
— and the pn^ress of fiunine was arrested by the 
arrival of provisions. But he also found two ques- 
tions standing ripe for decision ; on both his firmness 
failed ; and either was sufficient to stay or to accele- 
rate a Revolution. The property-qualification of 
Deputies to the States General he referred to the 
Notables, whom he most injudiciously re-assembled, 
and who decided against it. The proportion of the 
Tiers Etat to the nobles and the clergy in the States 
General he finally decided should be double of 
either, or equal to both, and decided, after having 
at first framed his report against this double pro- 
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portion, nay, after having actually printed that do- 
cument. A man so wanting in fixed opinions, or so 
infirm of purpose in pursuing his own views, was 
wholly unfit to guide the vessel of the state amidst 
the storms and currents of the revolutionary times. 
A letter which he wrote on the eve of the States* 
assembling has been frequently cited and even ad- 
mired. *^ Je vois la grande vague s'avancer ; est-ce 
pour m'engloutir ?" Had he done all in his power 
to turn it back, or to protect the country fix>m its 
fury — nay, had he done nothing to increase its 
volume and to accelerate its advance— this passage 
might have been deemed worthy of praise. But in 
him whose vacillation and incapacity had been such 
as we have just seen, a more silly observation, or 
one indicating more puerile vanity, can hardly be 
imagined. It even betrayed a selfish absorption in 
the contemplation of his own &te, wholly unworthy 
of the man and very unlike his general character. 
It looked as if his whole efforts had been bestowed 
upon endeavours to get himself out of his difficul- 
ties — as if his own escape or his own destruction 
alone occupied his thoughts at the moment of the 
crisis which his imbecile conduct had brought upon 
his country and the world. 

A conduct beginning with decision may often 
end in irresolution ; but it is rare, indeed, that 
vacillation, marking the earlier scenes of a great 
action, should become steadied and give place to 
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manly determination. In the g^reat question of 
veting by chambers or by individuals, which im- 
mediately brought on, and, indeed, involved, the 
decisive measure of Abb^ Sieyes (one of his three 
grand strokes of policy*), the union of the three 
in one chamber, Neckar's irresolution continued as 
before ; and he is understood to have obtained from 
the King, by next thing to compulsion, his letter 
of the 25th of June, sanctioning the union of the 
three orders. But within a fortnight after this he 
was suddenly dismissed, and ordered to leave the 
kingdom. This was the signal of the Revolution, 
which broke out on the 14th of July, and ^eckar's 
triumphant recall immediately followed the taking 
of the Bastille. 

Now began that series of feeble and inconsistent 
propositions, yet more feebly and inconsistently | 

supported— of compliances one day with the people, 
another with the court — of stupefied inaction, al- 
ternating with pointless and ill-conducted activity, 
which composed his second administration, and 
justly lost him the favour of the people, without 

* The other two were the National Guard and the Depart- 
mental Division. Certunly it is rarely that so many and 1 
■ sach vast projects have been toand to proceed from the same 
quarter; and this aeooonts for the respect in which M. Tal- 
leyrand, and other French statesmen, not generally lavish of 
tiieir admiration, always held a person, to all who saw him, 
at least daring the last twenty years of his life, apparently 
much overvalued. 
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for a moment gaining the confidence of the King, 
or the Nobles, or the Church. After ten months 
spent in the outward semblance of power, but with- 
out any real authority or even influence whatever, 
the most degrading position that man can fill, he 
quietly resigned his office and quitted the country. 
Nor was contrast more marked ever exhibited in 
this world than between his former dismissal whicfa| 
throwing all France into convulsion, was the im- 
mediate occasion of the Revolution, and his volun- 
tary retirement less than a year after, which passed 
as unheeded as the most insignificant ev&it of 
the day, — between his return to power on the 
shoulders of the people in 1789 and his journey 
towards the Lake of Geneva in 1790, throu^ the 
same country, where his life was in hourly danger 
from the violence of the same people, among whose 
execrations he retreated from France. 

As regarded his own tastes and feelings, this re- 
verse did not greatly affect him ; for, though not 
void of ambition, and accessible enough to vanity, he 
had passed the latter portion of his life, particularly 
the last ten months, in a state which he described 
to be one of unceasing torture, always in a &lse po- 
sition, constantly responsible for proceedings which 
he could not control, and apprehensive at each mo- 
ment of the most dreadful evils, which soon overtook 
the country in a measure yet more fatally abundant 
<Jian his worst fears had foreseen. lie now, there- 



N£CKAR. 49 

fore, felt hh retirement from public life, and from 
France, torn by fierce &ctions, and the theatre of 
violent convuldons, as a great relief, instead of a 
privaticm. In his quiet retreat at Coppet, he 
could enjoy the society of the early friends whom 
he loved, and devote himself to those literary pur- 
suits which he never abandoned. In the bosom of 
his accomplished &imily, too, he had resources of 
learned and social intercourse which are given 
to few indeed. Of his celebrated daughter, Ma- 
dame de StaSl, the literary fame thus early had 
spread through Europe ; while his wife, beside per- 
forming all the duties of her station with exem- 
plary fidelity, was also learned above the standard 
of ordinary women, and possessed some talents. 
But it was an amiable weakness of Neckar to 
overrate the capacity of this worthy woman in a 
degree somewhat ridiculous. She was extremely 
formal, precise, and pedantic ; she was also (if it 
be any addition to these qualities) exceedingly tire- 
some, and her society was all but dull, however 
well informed. But her admiring husband saw 
and heard all her performances, whether from the 
press or in conversation, as master-pieces ; he culti- 
vated her with the observance of a humble votary ; 
he watched her lips far the lessons of wisdom or 
the flashes of wit ; and so little had the secret of 
her dulness,. which all else knew, ever reached 
him, even to the extent of the most remote sus- 
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picion of that uofortanate and undeniable tratii, 
that he would communicate to his g^efits before 
dinner with the air of one who announces a plea- 
sure at once exquisite and rare as a treat in store 
for his company — ^^Ah, entendez-vous, Messieurs ; 
nous aliens avoir Madame Neckar k (finer au- 
jourd'hui I" Her book upon Divorce is ably writ- 
ten, though heavily, and in a style forced, not na- 
tural. One chapter contains eloquent passages ; 
and she espoused the side of the question most un- 
popular at the time, and looked down upon as that 
of narrow-minded and bigoted persons. There 
was, indeed, nothing more exemplary than the cou- 
rage which this respectable person always showed 
in proclaiming and defending her opinions, re- 
ligious and moral, in the society of Paris, where 
they were not only unpopular, but the objects of 
general ridicule. Her principles were strongly 
rooted in her mind, and at all times firmly main- 
tained in her conversation, as well as shown forth 
in her practice.* 

This great merit was also that of her husband, 
who, on all occasions, in season and out of season, 
was ready to preach what he deemed the truth ; 
careless whom it mi^ht offend, or to what attacks 

* This was the Mademoiselle Curchod whom Gibtxm de- 
scribes himself as having fallen in love with while the young 
lady resided at Lausanne — the daughter of a respectable 
Swiss Pastor. 
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it might expose him. His strict notions of both 
public and private morality were little to the taste 
of the court when he first appeared at Yersailles. 
As little was his republican simplicity relished 
in the Finance Minister of the Grand Monarque. 
Least of all were his principles of economical re- 
form calculated to please any department in the 
state. But those notions, and habits, and principles 
were never for an instant lost sight of by this 
honest man, nor ever moderated to suit the prevail- 
ing taste, nor ever disguised under any more pleas- 
ing exterior than naturally suited his sentiments 
and appropriately clothed their character. If an 
honesty and a courage so rare both in statesmen, 
in courtiers, and in members of patrician society, 
led to the indulgence of a little self-gratulation, or, 
perhaps, self^admiration, in him who practised it, 
instead of smiling at him, as was the custom, for 
being somewhat vain of his virtue, we ought rather 
to confess not only that so great a merit is more 
than sufficient to redeem any such little weakness, 
but that the being conscious of the contrast which 
he presented to all others was the inevitable conse- 
quence of their defects rather than of his frailty. 

This courageous honesty was the greatest distinc- 
tion of Neckar^s public character ; and this honesty 
never failed him, though, during his second admi- 
nistration, his firmness yielded to the numerous and 
almost inextricable difficulties by which he was sur- 
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rounded. But, while we are lefl in unavoidabfe 
doubt whether any degree of resolution could have 
saved the state from the dismal scenes which fol- 
lowed his retirement, at least we can have no hesi- 
tation in pronouncing that, when he early saw him- 
self performing the part of a sham minister, with- 
out any substantial power, he ought at once to have 
quitted the stage. 

But this courageous honesty was by no means his 
only, though it was his chief, distinction, when 
compared with most other ministers. He was 
greatly their superior in point of information, both 
of general knowledge and of the science peculiarly 
belonging to politic men. His habits of business, 
too, were transferred from the counting-house to 
the bureau, while his Genevan education was nol 
foi^otten, hardly suspended, in the drawing-rooms 
of royalty or of &shion. His liberal opinions upon 
all subjects of govemm^it, as well as of economics, 
formed certainly a third peculiarity in a minister 
of «' the times before the flood of 1789 ;" probably 
in a servant even of popular Monarchies. How 
few have served the limited and constitutional So- 
vereigns of England, at any period of our history, 
with such a steady r^ard to the interests of the 
people, so fixed and so practical a belief that their 
happiness is the end of all government, so rooted 
a determination to protect their rights wherever 
these could be asserted without danger from their 
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licentiousness I That such a minister, who had 
played such a part in the earliest crisis of the .Re* 
volution, and all whose sentiments wore a republi- 
can hue, should be eminently distasteful to Napo- 
leon, ever since he had abandoned all democratic 
courses, is little to be wondered at. On his march 
to Marengo in 1800, he visited him at Coppet ; 
and the First Consul — no longer that Buonaparte 
who had once crossed the same Alps to subdue 
the same Italy under the title of '^ Member of 
the National Institute and General-in-chief "— - 
now thought proper to designate his venerable 
host as a ^^ college tutor, very heavy and very 
turgid" (regent de coll%e, bien lourd et bien 
boursoufle). It was the love of liberty, however, 
that he secretly hated, not the love of letters, 
which he thus caricatured ; and if it be said that 
he had to reinroaeh the popular minister's former 
life with much of the violence which broke out in 
France during his time, justice should have sug- 
gested that, as &r as intentions were concerned, 
Neckar unifi)rmly took part against the people on 
the instant that he found their zeal for liberty de- 
generating into licentiouraess. 

Two fiinlt^, however, must be admitted to have 
alternately marked his scheme of conduct in this 
important particular, and they are perhaps the 
greatest and attended with the gravest consequences, 
both to a statesman's own hme and to the hap- 

VOL. IV. i> 
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piness of his country, of any that he can commit. 
He never made sufficient allowance for the momen- 
tum which popular influence acquires, and the fire 
which popular feelings kindle, when once a great 
movement is begun ; but always seemed to reckon 
upon having the same power to control excesses 
after as before the excitement, forgetting that, 
though his was the same hand which had set the 
machine in motion, he had no longer to resist and 
to direct the same force. It was an almost equal 
error in an opposite direction, that, when he had 
taken a certain part, and that violence was found 
to be the result, he got squeamish about trifles, and 
resisted at a time when it would have been wisdom 
to yield ; wholly forgetting the line which he had 
chosen, the inevitable excesses to which it led, and 
the folly of objecting to what inevitably followed 
from his own election. Hence with all his inte- 
grity, which was untainted — his talents for afiaiis, 
which were undeniable — his sway over the public 
mind, which at one time was unbounded, perhaps 
unparalleled — he has left behind him the memory of 
a second-rate statesman, whose good intentions are 
far more than counterbalanced by his bad judgment, 
and who, having ventured to pilot the vessel of state 
in a tempest without the firm hand of a steersman, 
can neither prevent the shipwreck of his charge nor 
of his reputation. 
In private life Neckar was one of the most 
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amiable of men, beloved by his friends, and in his 
family adored. His society was sought by those 
for whom neither his ample fortune nor brilliani 
station could have any charms; and his literary 
merits were of a very respectable order. To genius 
he made no pretensions ; and his writings, though 
clear, argumentative, well informed, are somewhat 
heavy. But a jeu d^esprit^ entitled ' Le Bonheur 
des Sots,' has been much admired as a lively and 
ingenious production, the nature of which may 
easily be guessed firom the title ; and it is no small 
glory attending it, that Talleyrand's answer to it, 
^ Le Bonheur des Gens d'Esprit,' was a complete 
failure, the only one recorded either in his writings 
or his sayings of that greatest of modem wits. Of 
his other works, the ^ Demi^res Yues de Politique 
et de Finance' is the best in every respect, though 
the defence of the celebrated ' Compte Bendd,* 
from the accidents of the time, made by &r the 
greatest sensation. But the ^Demi^res Yues' is 
both a work of great ability and of extraordinary 
vigour for an author of threescore yearo and ten ; 
and it has the writer's usual merit of telling plain 
truths at a time the least friendly to their reception ; 
for it foretells and unmasks the designs of Buona* 
parte against the liberties of France long before the 
Consul's resolution to affect absolute power had 
been either disclosed by himself or discovered by 
the bulk of his countrymen. 

d2 
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Neckar is hardly better known in our day as 
the Minister of Louis XYI. than as the Either and 
friend of the most celebrated woman in modem 
times, perhaps in some particulars the most re- 
markable of her sex that has appeared in any age. 
If among statesmen ha* title to a place should be 
questioned, no one can deny that her writings and 
her conduct had an important influence upon the 
politics of Europe during msmy years; and, as 
the potentates in whose hands the destinies of 
nations were placed repeatedly acted towards her, 
some as benefiting by her support, others as injured 
by her opposition, nay, as she sufDsred persecution 
in consequence of her political influence exerted 
honestly to her principles and her party, it seems 
at once &ir and natural to regard her title as con- 
fessed, and to number her among the political 
characters of the age« 

It was, however, as an illustrious member of the 
republic of letters that she claims &e highest 
place, and as such that she has the clearest right 
to the respect of posterity. She was undeniably a 
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woman of genius; and she had this peculiarity 
among authors of her sex, that, while many have 
signalized themselves in the lighter walks of 
literature, and scmie in the more rugged field of 
science — while works of &ncy have come from 
some female pens, and mathematical speculations 
from others — while an Agne» has filled the pro- 
fessor's chair as an analyst in a celebrated imiver- 
sity, a Chastelet has commented on Newton, a 
D'Acier on Homer, a Somerville (excelling them 
all) on Laplace, — ^Madame de Stael has written one 
of the finest rcMaoances that ever appeared, one 
combining entertainment with instruction; has 
discussed, with all the rigour of argument and all 
the powers of eloquence, some of the most difficult 
questions of politics and of morals ; and has pro- 
foundly investigated the character, and weighed the 
merits, both of the various systems of philosophy, 
the different bodies of literature, and the diversified 
schemes of civil polity, which flourish or which 
fiide in the several countries of Europe. Although 
it would not be correct to say that her varied works 
are without great fiiults, still les^ to affirm that she 
has left no room for other performances on the 
same subjects, yet it is certain, and it is universally 
admitted, that as yet they stand at the head of the 
productions which we possess on those several 
subjects. Her essay on Bousseau's writings ; her 
^ Thoughts on Suicide ;' her account of Grermany ; 
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her ^Oorinne/ or Italy described under the aU 
tractive form of a romance — all testify to her ex- 
traordinary powers, because each is at this hour 
the best book in its several kind of which we are 
possessed. Nor does it follow from this admission^ 
that the first of these tracts may not have overrated 
the merits of Jeail Jacques ; that much superficial 
matter is not to be found in the ' All^nagne ;' or 
that Italy may not hereafter be more philosophically, 
it can hardly be more strikingly, painted by another 
hand. But it must ever be a just subject of 
admiration to think that, in such difiicult and 
various kinds of composition, a woman should have 
attained so great excellaiee, and of astonishment 
to reflect that .Ihe essays on Bousseau . and on 
Suicide were the productions of a girl, one who 
had hardly attained the age of womanhood. 

It is impossible for him who would truly repre- 
sent the likeness of this extraordinary person, to 
separate her moral from her intellectual character, 
so closely did they touch and so powerfully act on 
each other. Her warmth of feeling not only 
stimulated her industry, but it sharpened her 
perspicacity, whetted her attention, invigorated her 
reason, and inspired her &ncy: because she felt 
with ;nthusiaJ, she penetraL with sag^ty; 
because her heart beat high with zeal, her imagi- 
nation glowed with fervour ; the genuine sentiments 
of a most kind and compassionate nature kindled 
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to warmth her pathetic eloquence; her inextin« 
guishable hatred of all that is cruel, or oppressive^ 
or £ilse, or mean, overflowed in a torrent of indig- 
nation against the tyrant and the impostor. How 
entirely she was under the dominion of her feelings 
when excited was known to her f ri^ds, .who dreaded 
her impoverishment, because they saw that she 
was without the hardness which nature has bestowed 
on others as the means of self-defence. How 
readily she could forget all other things when her 
heart was touched, was singularly shown on one 
occasion when she acted a part in a dramatic per* 
formance, and, confounding her natural with her 
assumed character, bounded forward to the actual 
relief of a &mily whose distresses were only the 
theme of a fictitious representation. 

The passions are ever eloquent : left to themselves, 
their natural expression becomes contagious, and 
carries away the spectator when the actor is mani- 
festly, but vehemently, moved. All that can be 
wanting in this case is the correct taste which 
restrains extravagant emotions or unbecoming 
diction : for it requires but a moderate acquaintance 
with words and idioms to give vent to the feelings 
which agitate the soul; and the difference is 
wonderfully little between the effect produced by 
the greatest mastery over language in an artist of 
consummate power, and that which follows the 
mere ebullition of natural passion in the words of 
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an untutored victim. But Madame de Stael was 
well read in the best authors ; at the feuntains of 
the purest French diction she had drunk often and 
deep ; her taste was improved by the converse of 
highlj-gifted men ; much practice in writing had 
made the use of her own language easy to her : the 
intercourse of society had given her the fibcalty of 
extemporary speaking ; and to the mastery over her 
own she added a £ir more fiuniliar acquaintance 
with foreign tongues than almost any Frenchman 
OTdinarily enjoys. No wonder that with her ve- 
hement feelings she became almost immediately one 
of the most doquent writera and speakers of the 
age. Her works bear testimony to this proposition 
in part ; but whoever had only read without hear- 
ing her would have formed an imperfect idea of her 
extraordinary powers. 

It must, however, be added, that though the 
clear expression of her meaning, the flow of her 
harmonious periods, the absence of monotony, the 
occasional felicity of illustration, the generally 
correct statement of an (pinion or wn argument, the 
striking and lively and {Micturesque description, all 
shine throughout her page, yet we seldom meet 
with any imagery of peculiar originality or beauty, 
scarcely ever with any passage of condensed resist- 
less force ; and in the diction we are always reminded 
of the unpassable gulf which separates all foreigners 
who write in French, even those who, like the 
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Genevans, have no other mother-tongue, from the 
Scarrons, the Yoltaires, the Mirabeaus, to whom 
the purest, most idiomatic, and most racy language 
was &miliar, and in whose writings it had an 
irresistible charm. It is a singular circumstance 
that, as Bousseau, who, with all his natural elo* 
quence, wrote in inferior French, has left one woric 
unlike all the rest in this respect, so has Madame 
de Stael given us a piece, and of a like description, 
which immeasurably excels her other and more 
important writings in the beauty of its diction. 
The ^ Confessions' of Bousseau as far excels the 
* Nouvelle Heloise' in the excellence of its French 
as it £dlB below that production in the dignity of 
its subject. But it shows a marvellous power of 
elevating the lowest, vilest, often the grossest ob- 
jects of contemplation, by the exquisite diction in 
which their description is clothed, and it is written 
in a tongue racy and natural as the best portions 
of Voltaire. The ' Dix Ans d'Exile' of Madame 
de Stael, in like manner, though resembling the 
< Confessions' in no other particular, is yet far 
superior to her other works in the purity and 
genuine Gallicism of the composition. It is in 
the same way that when Mirabeau, the &ther, laid 
aside the pedantries of his sect, and wrote letters 
on family a£&irs to his broths, the Bailli, his style 
became one of the very best and most interesting 
and most original, instead of nearly the dullest and 
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most formal and least readable in which a French- 
man's thoughts were ever conveyed. 

The assertion so frequently made, that Madame 
de StaSl had no wit, is true and it is fiJse. If 
made absolutely, and so as to comprehend all wit, 
the choice of witty and pointed expressions, the 
striking combination of ideas, the unexpected 
illustration of one thing by reference to another — 
nothing can be more unfounded. Hardly a page 
of her writings but refutes it at once. But it is 
quite as certain that it was rather in witty expres- 
sions than in witty ideas that she abounded ; and it 
is undeniable that she had little or no sense of the 
ludicrous, whether in persons or in things — and 
was thus iivithout any humour or relish of humour, 
as well as averse to, or incapable of bringing any 
powers of ridicule to bear upon an adverse argu- 
ment. Whoever would deny her powers of ready 
illustration, or of happy repartee, happy both in 
force and in delicacy, must have known her only 
through very bad reporters, persons un&ir towards 
her, or incapable of appreciating her. — Napoleon 
having, during the hundred days, sent some one to 
express the want he felt of her to aid in establishing 
the constitution, received for answer — "H s'est 
bien pass^ de constitution et de moi pendant douze 
ans ; et k present meme il ne nous aime gu^re plus 
Tune que I'autre." — ^A man of learning and talents, 
but of sensitive vanity, having made before her a 
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somewhat intemperate sail j, because she had said 
that his country (Germany) produced no men 
of genius ; whidi he plainly said was personal to 
him — ^^ Avouez done, monseigneur (said she to a 
prelate who sat beside her), qu'il n'y a pas de 
chose si sotte que la vanity ne fasse &ire aux gens 
d'esprit"* 

In a person so full of warm affections, so fond 
of the natural in character, and so romantic in 
many of her tastes, it was strange to observe so 
entire an absence of all love for natural scenery. 
She was a great lover of poetry ; of acting she was 
passionately fond ; in music she took th.e greatest 
delight, and even excelled in singing, though she 
cultivated it but little : but for natural scenery she 
had no taste; could travel through a romantic 
country without taking her eye off the page she 
was reading ; and lived on the lake of Geneva and 
within view of the Alps, without ever casting a 
look at dther rugged mountain or blue water. 
Thoroughly honest, however, and hating affect* 
ation in all its forms, she could never pretend to 
what she did not feel, though at the risk of 
having a defect in her taste exposed: so, when 
some one was expatiating with fervour on the 
pleasure which a tender heart like hers must take 
among green shades and romantic rivulets, ^* Ah 

* Trauslations of the French passages will be found at the 
end of Ihe volume. 
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(she exclaimed), il ii*y a pour moi de niisseaa qui 
vaille celui de la Bue de Bac." 

In truth she existed for discuasioiiy for observa^ 
tion of men, for the exciting interest of all national 
afiidrs. Society was the element in which she lived, 
and moved, and had her being* ; and the society of 
Paris was almost alone deemed society in her time. 
It was here she shone ; it was here her inftu!»ice 
was felt : it was by her power in this qphere that 
she could further those principles of liberal but 
orderly and humane policy to which she was de* 
votedly attached. Her political writings had gi^eatly 
extended her influ^ice over that important por- 
tion of the French nation; and her conversation 
was singularly calculated to consummate her 
power. Hereditary in her fiunily, and as w^ 
by the mother's as the Other's side, vras the 
undaunted spirit which led her to profess her 
opinions, whatever odium they might draw upon 
her from the people, whatever contempt from the 
aristocracy, whatever persecution from the estab- 
lished authorities of the State. When the scaffold 
was hourly wet with the blood of the royalists, and 
the Queen was brought to her trial among the rest, 
Madame de Stagl had the courage to publish her 
defence of the unfortunate Marie Antoinette. 
When the Consulate was formed which plainly 
indicated the approaching supremacy of Napoleon, 
she openly erected the standard of opposition to 
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the aspiring chiefs and made her house the centre 

of the party which attacked him in the Tribunate 

under the conduct of her intimate friend, Benjamin 

Constant. Failing in all attempts to gain her over 

or to silence her. Napoleon soon had recourse to 

reponsals; and his assumption of arbitrary power 

was signalised by her banishment from Paris, the 

greatest punishment he could inflict upon her. In 

this hostility to the enemy of liberty and of peace 

she perscTered during the remaining ten years of 

bis. reign, although the two millions of the debt 

owing to her from the government were in conse* 

quence never paid until the period of the sudden and 

unexpected restoration. It would not be easy to name 

the individual who contributed more towards the 

conservation of that hatred of Napoleon's dynasty, 

and that zeal for its subversion, which led to the 

restoration, at a time when so many even of the 

Bourbon party had in despair joined the party of 

their adversaries, and followed the apparently 

resistless fortune of Napoleon. It is not always 

that exiled kings are ungrateful on their restoration 

to the friends of thei^ adversity ; and Louis XYIII. 

repaid to the daughter of Neckar the two millions 

which he had lent to the State during the disastrous 

period of his second administration. 

That the character of this extraordinary woman 
had some weaknesses, and that her understanding 
had some defects, it would be foolish to deny. The 
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former certainly^ perhaps also the latter, had their 
origin in the great warmth of her affections. Her 
nature was essentially good, kind, loving ; and, as 
her attachments were not slowly formed, so were 
they not indulged by halves. But, if she gave 
herself up heartily to their influence, they were not 
the less firm, steady, and enduring. No one was 
less fickle in her friendships, and no one was less 
disposed to quit a subject or a pursuit which had 
excited her interest, however suddenly that excite- 
ment had been produced. Full of enthusiasm, she 
was yet constant ; prone to vehement feelings, she 
was without violence either of temper or disposi- 
tion; ardent in her affections and determined in 
her enmities, her whole composition contained not 
a particle of spite, or gall, or revenge. All was 
noble and generous, to her very faults; nothing 
mean or paltry belonged to her understanding or 
her heart. 

It is however to be observed that this ardent 
temperament, which was often found subversive of 
prudence in conduct, proved extremely pr^udicial 
to the success of her intellectual efforts. From 
hence proceeded a proneness to receive erroneous 
impressions; to reason from the feelings; to be 
satisfied with a sentiment, or even a phrase, as if it 
had been an argument ; to hasten over the ground 
towards a conclusion, from finding it more agree* 
able to occupy any favourite position than win the 
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-way to it by legitimate steps. The Genevan cha- 
racter is marked by a disposition to theorise^ rather 
perhaps to coin little theories, small bits of doc- 
trine, petty systems which embrace the easy comers 
of some subject. That Madame de Stael was 
wholly exempt from this besetting sin of her coun- 
try it would be incorrect to affirm ; but she redeemed 
it by the greater extent of her views in general, 
and by the hardihood of her speculations upon the 
most interesting questions ; and her writings, both 
in subject and in style, had little indeed of that 
precision, self-satis&ction, microcosmic feeling, 
which may be traced in so large a proportion of 
the works that come from the banks of the Leman 
Lake. The tone of the sentiments was also abun- 
dantly more liberal and less ascetic than to satisfy 
the code of the city of Calvin. Having mentioned 
her connexion with the great little republic by 
family, we should add that almost all her patriotic 
feelings were domiciled in France. Whoever wit- 
nessed her chagrin, occasionally approaching to de- 
spair, in the spring of 1814, when the consummation 
so long devoutly prayed for by her and her party 
had arrived, and, Napoleon being overthrown, the 
Allies entered Paris, must recollect how uncon- 
trollably the Frenchwoman burst forth and 
triumphed over the politician and the cosmopolite. 
When Lord Dudley, half in jest, half seriously, 
expressed his hope that the Cossacks would reach 
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Paris and nail a honeshoe on the gates of tbe 
Tuileries, her alarm and her indignation knew no 
bounds, and she could only exclaim, ^' Qum done, 
cette belle France 1 " almost suffocated by her fed* 
ings. The moderation of the Allies mitigated the 
acuteness of these during the remaining period 
of the occupation ; but the subject oi the capture 
was one to which she ever referred with a bitter- 
ness of spirit well calculated to read a useful and a 
solemn lesson. It is true she endeavoured to see 
in that great event only a new cause of hating Na- 
poleon, to whose tyranny and ambition she ascribed 
the fall of France ; but it is also much more than 
probable that, had she ever again been called to 
choose between the worst domestic faction, even 
the worst domestic thraldom, and its subjugatimi 
effected in that of her country, she would have 
said, '^ No more foreign armies ;" and it is very 
certain that, if the same option had been presented 
to her mind before France had ever been overrun, 
and she had foreseen all she felt on the capture of 
Paris, she would have rejected this as the worst of 
all consummations, and withheld all aid to its ac- 
complishment. The inglorious end of Moreau, 
whose fall many might pity, but whose memory no 
one respects, adds a striking enforcement to the 
same patriotic lesson. 

The public and the personal character of indi- 
viduals, always nearly allied, are in women insepa- 



MAPAMS DE STASIm 69 

rably connected ; so that in describing the one both 
must have been pourtrayed. But one peculiarity 
remains to be added, and it is entitled to distin* 
guished praise. Those persons who are much 
more learned than th«ir class or order, the self* 
taught, the oif^/uodetf,* and chiefly women well 
instructed, are somewhat like persons who have 
risen unexpectedly and quickly to great wealth} 
letter-proud as these are purse-proud — apt to look 
down upon others whose resources are more slender 
— ^very apt to fimcy both that their own means are 
boundless, and that none else possess any at all« 
Accordingly, beside the love of displaying their 
stores, it is commonly observed of such scholars 
that they both believe themselves to know every- 
thing, and suppose others to know nothing. But 
the illustrious woman of whom we are speaking 
was very fiur above such a weakness. None less 
than she made a parade of her acquirements ; none 
more deferred to others, or more eagerly availed 
herself of all opportunities to increase her inibrm- 
ation. Indeed in society, though naturally fond of 
shining, she threw herself fiur too heartily into the 
oonflict to let her think of exhibiting her know- 
ledge ; and, if she delighted in the exercbe of her 
eloquence, (as who that possessed it would not ?) 
she never oppressed her hearers with talk for the 

* Batons latMangbt 
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mere display of reading, nor ever showed the least 
indifference to the merits of kindred or superior 
^irits. 

The religious feelings of Madame de Stael were 
always strong, and in the latter part of her life th^ 
gained an extraordinary ascendant over her. The 
originality of her genius made her occasionally 
indulge in peculiar views on this as on all other 
subjects. But, a^ her belief in Revelation was sin* 
cere, her habits were devout without superstition, 
and her fidth was strong without the least tincture 
of bigotry or intolerance. She successfully incul- 
cated the same principles in her children ; and her 
daughter both illustrated the Christian Grospel by 
her writings, and exemplified its beauties in her 
life. 

The warmth of her affections has been recorded : 
in her family, it is hardly necessary to add, these 
found the greatest scope and were in the most con- 
stant play. But the predominant feeling of her 
soul was filial love. Her fiither had ever been her 
most confidential and attached friend, from whom 
she had no thought or feeling of her heart con- 
cealed. Devotion to him through life, and the 
most religious and tender veneration for his 
memory when she lost him, seemed to occupy her 
whole mind. By her own children she was che- 
rished with the same ardent affection become here- 
ditary: they, and in an especial manner the 
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n Duchess de Broglie, were well worthy of the love 
I she ever bore them ; and if, to celebrate the capa- 
city of women, as well as to prove how gracefully 
i the rarest gifts of the understanding may be com- 
I bined with the kindliest dispositions of the heart, 
I the mondist will naturally point towards the illus- 
i trious mother, he will also name the admirable 
daughter, if he would present to the love and re- 
I spect of mankind the purest example of every female 
virtue, and of all the accomplishmoits and all the 
charms that can adorn the softer sex. 



( T2 ) 
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Fbom dwelliiig upon one of the most delightfbl 
sights which the history of distinguished characters 
presents to the view, a fiunily groupe of celebrated 
persons whose virtues even exceeded their genius, 
and whose lives were spent in more harmony and 
more tender affection than are often the inmates of 
the cottage, we are now to turn our eyes upon a 
picture as different as can well be conceived, and 
only in the talents and celebrity of its subjects 
bearing any resemblance to that on which we have 
been looking. But the contemplation is full of 
interest, and by no means devoid of instruction. 

The great celebrity of Mirabeau, the brilliant 
part which he performed in the banning of the 
French Revolution, and the influence which he 
exerted over the early course of that memorable 
event, have given an interest to his private history 
which belongs to that of hardly any other indivi- 
dual who never mounted a throne. Accidental 
circumstances combined with these considerations 
at once to excite and to gratify the curiosity of the 
world respecting him. The domestic quarrels of 
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which he was, if not the cause, certainly the ocea^ 
sion, and the disclosures to which the temper and 
the indiscretion of the parties led, had made the 
name and the fortunes of this remarkable person 
fiimiliar to all Europe, as a son, a husband, and a 
lover, long before he was known npon the great 
theatre of state a^airs, or even in the republic of 
letters. That he has been more admired for his 
genius than he deserved is a probable, although it 
can by no means be set down as a clear proposition. 
That his moral character has been blackened by 
prejudice and by party, while it has been misun- 
derstood through ignorance of his circumstances 
and situation, seems to be a matter of no doubt at 
all. There is, perhaps, no second instance of an 
individual whose fiiults have been committed under 
such a pressure of ill-treatment to besiege and force 
bis virtue, rather than of temptation to seduce and 
betray it. Still less does history present any 
parallel to the injustice which has been done him 
by the world, even by those who had no preposses* 
sion against him — ^by the public and by individuals 
— an injustice which has consisted in uniformly 
listening to all that his enemies, chiefly of his own 
fhmily, said against him — ^never to any of his own 
statements — ^nor even to any of the proofs that ex- 
isted against those enemies. There is this peculiar 

• 

to the family quarrels of the Mirabeaus, that in all 
other such controversies it has become a kind of 
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maxim with the world to punish the parties, if not 
for their private dissensions, at least for their pub- 
lic disclosures, by believing that all of them were 
more or less to blame ; by declining to be very 
nice in apportioning their several shares of the cen- 
sure ; and by generally considering those shares as 
nearly equal. In the instance of Mirabeau alone 
this rule has been excluded ; and, the whole blame 
being cast upon him, his £ither and his fiimily have 
escaped all visitation. But the publication, in 
1834 and the subsequent year, of his Memoirs, with 
the correspondence of the &mily, has occasioned a 
much more equal distribution of censure, and has 
introduced us to an acquaintance which we never 
before could have with two others of the family, — 
the father, till then only known by his obscure 
writings on political economy, and the uncle, never 
known at all. 

The celebrated Marquis de Mirabeau, &ther of 
the Count, and head of that noble &mily, was one 
of the founders of the sect of Economists in France, 
-^indeed^ after Quesnai, its chief patriarch. He 
was also well known as the author of several im- 
portant works upon its doctrines, and distinguished 
for his practical attention to economics as a con* 
siderable landowner and a patrician of a most an- 
cient house. But they who had known, or fitncied 
they knew, this distinguished individual the best, 
find themselves, upon opening the volumes lately 
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published, in the presence of a personage entirely 
strange to them, and of whose nature, habits, and 
character they had previously no kind of know.* 
ledge. Nothing in truth can be more entirely un- 
like than the phUosopher and the man ; the liberal 
ailightened Economist and the haughty aristocratic 
noble; the friend of Quesnai and the fiither of 
Mirabeau ; the Ami des Ifommes* and the F^re 
de Famille. But all this is not without example ; 
indeed, such discrepancies between men's public 
and their domestic characters are &r firom rare. 
The difference here is carried unfortunately &rther. 
Justice — a rigorous love of the strictest justice — 
is the characteristic of the Marquis and of his 
sect ; but his treatment of his son offers one per- 
petual scene of all justice grossly outraged. To 
observe moderation, — to regard the useful end of 
all things, — to act as if they were bom not for 
themselves but for mankind, — ^was the very motto 
of the Economists : — 

Secta fuit, senrare moduxn, finemqne taeri, 
Nataramque seqni, patriseqne impendere vitam ; 
Nee sibi, sed toti genitam se credere mando. 

l^ut the Marquis's predominant passion was £i- 
mily pride ; moderation neither in this nor in any 
other feeling was ever for an instant the inmate of 
his mind, nor the regulator of his thoughts ; and he 

* The title of the Marqnis's most fiunous work. 



76 STATESMEN OF TIUC 07 GEORGE III. 

always spoke, and wrote, and acted in piivate life 
as one who never for an instant of his days doubted 
that the world was made for the order (not the secC) 
he belonged to, and that his iirst and highest duty 
was to keep the Mirabeau j^imily among the first 
of that fiivoured class. 

To follow the dictates of nature, to devote their 
lives to the cause of truth, was the residue of the 
Economists' motto. But the most cruel preposses- 
sion against his first-bom, — the most refined cruelty 
of treatment which his ingenuity could devise for 
that child, — the greatest finesse of every kind em- 
ployed to ensnare him; — even the expedient of 
leaving him in wretched circumstances, and re- 
storing him to liberty, in order that he might either 
terminate his existence in despair, or forfeit his life 
to the law — accompanied with an adulterous con- 
nexion which made his own wife leave his house — 
such are the traits of private character which these 
volumes represent as belonging to the lover of na- 
ture and truth ; and these traits are for the most 
part represented under the inMlible testimony of 
his own hand. 

But under that hand we have proofs of a difference 
still more marvellous, and of which there is certainly 
no other example. The author of the most dull, 
heavy, uninteresting books, in the most tiresome, 
insipid, almost unbearable style, is the writer of 
about the very best, the most lively, the most enter- 
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teibing letters, in a style which, fi>r originality, raci- 
ness, force, felicity of diction, has scarcely a rival ! 
The Marquis was born in 1715, the eldest 
surviving son of a &mily esteemed ancient and 
noble even in Provence, asd established there for 
above five centuries* It was the fiimily of Riqueti, 
or Arrighetti, originally from the neighbouring 
territory of Italy, and which has produced several 
eminent men ; although it is said that the relation- 
ship of the most &mous of them all, Riqueti the 
engineer, and author of the Languedoe canal, was 
denied by the preposterous and barbarous pride of 
the clan. He was, like all the ^Ider branches of 
nobie French houses, placed betimes in the army : 
made a Chevalier de Malte at three years of age ; 
an assign at fourteen ; soon after a captain ; served 
with g^eat credit and even distinction at the sieg6 
of Kehl and Fhilipsbourg, and at the battles of 
Dettingen and Clusen ; and in 1743, at the age of 
twenty-eight, received the cross of St. Louis. The 
death of his father having some years before placed 
him in a state of independence, he now quitted the 
aarmy ; and leaving also the order of Malta, he 
married the Marquise de Saulvebeof, a widow and 
a maid ; for according to the admirable arrange- 
ments of the old regime in France (that perfec- 
tion of patrician wisdom and felicity), she had been 
married exactly at twelve years old to a gentleman 
advanced in years, and who, as frequently happened, 

VOL. IV. B 
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accomplished his burial before he consummated his 
marriage. This second marriage did not prove 
happy in the end, nor do we see who but the 
philosophical husband is to blame for it. The lady- 
was young, rich, and noble, but not handsome : 
her virtue was beyond suspicion, however; and, 
this not satisfying the Marquis, after she had lived 
fifteen years in peace and comfort with him, and 
borne him eleven children, he quarrelled with her, 
toojc into his house Madame de Pailly, a fascinating 
young Swiss lady ; lived with her openly ; turned 
his wife out of doors ; and was for fifteen years 
engaged in a course of litigation with her, and of 
cruel as well as treacherous proceedings i^inst her, 
which made both wretched, both the subject of 
universal talk, and both the objects of general 
blame, without profiting any human being, except 
Madame de Pailly, and his cunning old valet, and 
the lawyers, and the spiteful gossips of the Paris 
drawing-rooms. 

His chief and noble purpose in quitting the profes- 
sion of arms was to lead a life of literary retirement^ 
and to improve the condition of his rural depen- 
dents. Towards these his conduct was always 
perfect ; it was sensible, just, kind ; he was their 
real fiither, and they were the only children who 
uniformly found in him the virtues of the parental 
character. He first went to his ch&teau in Pro- 
vence; but neither the distance from Paris, nor 
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the state of the country there, suited his spirit or 
screed with his taste. The reason he assigns for 
quitting the residence of his ancestors is abundantly 
characteristic of the aristocratic temperament which 
was his master through life, and the source of almost 
all his own errors and his family's misfortunes : 

** On n'y pratiqnait plus ce culte de respect attach^ k 
des races antiques, dont la toute puissance est maintenant 
m^connue ; on ne s'y prostemait plus devant les vieilles 
races et les gros dos de Malte ; enfin la province, totalement 
oonquise par Vecritoire, contenait plus d'animaux arm^s de 
plumes que Tiugt-denx royaumes bien polled n'en devraient 
renfermer, esp^ la plus v^nimeuse et la plus ^pid^mique 
pour un seigneur." 

Accordingly, he purchased the estate of Bignon, 
fifleen miles from Sens and Nemours, and, soon 
afler, an hotel in Paris. Then and there began 
the career of philosophy which he ran for half a 
century, and which only terminated with his life, 
about the beginning of the French Revolution, 
when, at the age of seventy-five, he left the world 
with a reputation for virtue greatly exaggerated, 
and for talents much below his due. No less than 
twenty-two works claim him for their author ; but 
those which alone are now well known are ^ L'Ami 
des Hommes,' ^ Theorie de rimp5t,' *• Philosophic 
Rurale,' and ^Education Civile d'un Prince.' 
Beside these voluminous writings, he contributed a 
vast numbers of papers to the ' Journal d' Agricul- 
ture' and the ^ Eph^merides du Citoyen,' the 

£2 
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former of which works reached the bulk of thirty, 
and the latter of forty volumes. 

It may easily be imagined how joyfully such a 
brother was received into the sect of the Economists, 
whose zealous supporter he proved, and indeed 
whose second chief he was acknowledged to be. 
To their spirit of party, or the more intense attach- 
ment which sectaries feel for each other, it is perhaps 
mainly owing that his faults were so lightly passed 
over, and his domestic prejudices shared so largely by 
the French public. As for any active virtues that 
he displayed, they were confined to his industrious 
propagation of the Economical doctrines, and his 
humane enlightened government of his peasantry. 
He mingled, as was usual among our neighbours, 
even for philosophical patricians, in the society of 
Paris ; and, as was quite of course in the happy 
times of legitimate government, he was sent to 
prison by a Uttre de cachet^ the offence being his 
work on taxation, which gave umbrage to the 
Fermiers G^nSrauXy and cost him a short imprison- 
ment in the Yincennes fortress, and some we^s' 
banishment to his estate. The rest of his actions, 
which brought his name before the public, were 
his scandalous proceedings against the members of 
his family, and chiefly his wife and his eldest son. 



The next personage in the fiimily group is the 
Bailli de Mirabeau, the Marquis's brother. A 
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more gallant, honest, amiable, and indeed sensible 
man, it would be hard to find in any circle or in 
any situation of life. Partaking of his brother's 
family pride, but never his follower in suffering it 
to extinguish the better feelings of his nature ; 
just to a d^ree of romantic scruple ; simple, honest, 
and open as a child ; brave to a &ult, so as even to 
signalise himself in a country, an age, and a pro- 
fession, where the highest valour was epidemical ; 
l^indly in his dispositions, so as to devote his whole 
time and resources to making others happy ; domes- 
tic and affectionate in his habits, so as to live for his 
brother and his nephew, when his vow precluded 
his having progeny of his own ; religious without 
intolerance ; strictly chaste and pure himself, with- 
out austerity towards others ; and withal a man of 
the most masculine understanding, the quickest and 
even liveliest wit, the best literary taste — ^the Bailli 
de Mirabeau presents to our admiration and esteem 
one of the most interesting characters that ever 
showed the very rare union of whatever is most 
attractive with whatever is most respectable. His 
love and respect for his brother, both for his emi« 
nent qualities, and as head of his house, is one of 
the strongest features in his character ; but it is 
tempered with every feeling of tenderness towards 
those against whom the Mcuxjuis was most bitterly 
prejudiced ; and it leads to constant efforts towards 
disarming his brother's animosities. His proud 
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indeptodent spirit is shown in the treatment which 
all who would have encroached upon it were sure 
to meet at his hands, however exalted their rank 
or predominant their influence, and without the least 
thought of any remote effect which his high carriage 
might produce upon his most important interests. 
Of this we have an interesting trait in the answer 
he made to Madame de Pompadour, with whom a 
good understanding was held essential by the minis- 
ter Nivernois, before he could place him at the 
head of the marine department, as he wished to do. 
He had succeeded to admiration in captivating the 
royal mistress at the iirst interview, by exhibiting 
JLhe graces both of his person and his wit, when she 
chose to remark what a pity it was that the Mira- 
beaus were so wrong-headed (que tons ces Mirabeau 
8oient si mauvaises tites), '* Madame," (was the 
answer at once so honourable to his spirit, so credit- 
able to his wit, and so fatal to his views,) " Ma- 
dame, il est vrai que c'est le titire de l^gitimite dans 
cette maison. Mais Ids bonnes et froides tetes ont &it 
tant de sottises, et perdu tant d'^tats, quil ne serait 
peut-^tre pas fort imprudent d*essayer des mauvaises. 
Assur^ment, du moins, elles ne feraient pas pis.'' 

This excellent man was born in 1717, being 
about two years younger than his brother. In 
three years he was received into the Order of Malta, 
in which he lived and died : served from the age 
of twelve in the navy; was wounded and taken 
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prisoner by the English; was made Capitcdne 
de vaisseau at thirty-four, and governor of Guada- 
loupe the year after; retired to Europe for his 
health in 1755; and next year was seriously 
wounded at the siege of Port Mahon. During the 
rest of the war he had staff appointments in the 
marine department, and was in many dangerous 
battles and bombardments. He then was recom- 
pensed for his wounds and his thirty years' service 
by the complete neglect of a profligate and ungrate- 
ful court, which drove him into retirement ; and he 
went to Malta, where he remained devoted to the 
affairs of the Order till he obtained a Commanderie 
in 1766, which carried him into France, and he 
there devoted the rest of his honourable life to lite- 
rary ease- 

Of Madame du Saillant, married into the elder 
branch of the amiable and revered family of La- 
steyrie,* but little is known. She was the eldest and 
most gifted of the Marquis's daughters. Her 
sister, Madame de Cabris, though less clever and 
accomplished, would in any other £imily have 
passed for a wonder ; but her life and habits were 
profligate, and the Mirabeau annals often note the 
exploits of a certain Brian9on, her lover, a person 
of coarse manners, vulgar cunning, and dishonour- 

* Count Charles Lasteyrie is a younger brother of this 
house : he is known, respected, and beloved by all the friendfs 
of humanity : and it gives his friend some satisfacUon to 
have the honour of here mentioning his name. 
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able liabitB, whom nevertiieless tlie Marquis thought 
fit to employ, partly as a spy and partly as a thief- 
catcher, to entrap or to seize his son. Nor is there 
any of those annals more painful, we might almost 
say disgusting, than that in which this low creature 
plays his part. Of Madame de Pailly much less 
appears directly, though her mischief-making hand 
IB p^petually seen in all the history of the &mily ; 
but the exquisite delicacy of the Bailli, and his 
prodigious respect and tenderness for his brother, 
made him shun all mention of her, and aU allusioD 
to her exeept on one occasion, when he perceived 
her influence bard at work to i»oduce a new quarrd 
betwe^i the fiither and the son, as soon as they had 
been restored to each oliier's society after a separa- 
tion of ten years, and immediately after they had 
seized the opportunity of h^ absence from the 
chftteau to become somewhat cordial tog^her. 
Then it is that the good Bailli indites some letters 
full of sense, and no less honourable to his heart 
than to bis head. 

"Trap de gens se m^lent de tes affuTCS; ta me com* 
prendras d tn y^dl; que toot ce qni te parait obflcor soil 
4clairoi par toi-mSme, et point d'jeuz ^trang^i% svtOQt 
des yenx finamD*; plus ces yenx-I^ out d'e$prit eC sont 
aimables, pins il &nt 8*en m^fier, oomme de oenx d'nne 
belle Oro^, derri^re laqnelle I'esprit de donunation et de 
jalousie s'^tablit et slnsinue, de numi^re que les plus 
grands hommes en sont les dupes. Tu me dis, pour 
f obstiner h, m'envoyer ton fils et k me le laisser, le sup- 
posaat rejouit k la Cigale ayant chants tout l^kT, que pies 
'^e toi sotfite Jalonaerie, oomme disait notre mdre, «e lo^endt 
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entre les deux belles-soetirs, si celle d' Aix ^tait ehez toi ; tu 
cites pour oela le pass€. Tu te m^prends. Ii ee qui fut 
dit alors, et tu adap^ les paroles lb Tobjet qu'elles 
ii*aT«ieDt poS) et point k celni qu'il ^tait tout simple qu'elles 
eussent ; car quelqu'un ne voulait pas qu'il 7 eftt de coifTes 
dans la mtuson ; mon chapeau meme y d^i^isait. Les 
femmes ne savent qu'intriguer, sartout les femmes d'esprit, 
sorte d'animal'le plus daoigereux de tous; oelle en qui tu as 
one trop forte confiance est comme les antres ; tetrt 6tre la 
maitresse : tout oe qui peut fidre obstacle h oet empire, oil 
le partager, lui est desagreiable, et en est bai* cordialement 
Kdgle generate et sans exception, toute iemme, dans sa 
position, veut gouvemer absolument, et elle comme les 
autres ; je ne saurals me rappeler mille petits traits, m€me 
vis-^-vis de moi, qui, comme tu crois bien„ ne m'en soodais 
gnere ; mais ce qui k moi, bomme tout-l^&it libre et ind^ 
pendant, ne me faisait rien, ehoque beaucoup les enfans ; 
elle n'a jamais aim^ aucun des tiens ; bien est-il vnu que, 
sauf Saillanette» tout le reste ne paraissait pas tr^aiBiable ; 
mais Caroline elle^nSme, notre douce et paisible Caroline, 
la femme la plus ^molUente qui fht jamais, Caroline, qui 
n*a des yeux que pour son pSre, son mari, et ses enfans, et 
qui t*est si fbrt attacb^, tu te tromperais fort si tu croyids 
que Fautre Taim&t ; compte que, sans me m^ler trop dans 
les cboses, je Yois lb peu prSs tout, et je laisse aller, parce 
que je sais qu'on ne peut pas emp6eher la riviere de 
couler." 

The Marquis thus answers^- 

<< J'ai toujours tu, ou ^ peu pr^, les d^&uts des gens 
que j'aime. Je ne vois mdme bien que oeux-lk : mais, fiiute 
d*ar(^nges, il faut aimer des creatures impar&ites. II ne 
fnat pas m^me aroir t^cu la mmtie de mon ige, pour s'dtre 
persuade de oda, sans quoi i'oii se prendrut bien en orer- 
slon soi-mSme. Tu as grande raison de dire que les 

e3 
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mouches inoommodeiit plus que les ^^phaos; et, qttand 
nous Yonlons voir une monche par le veniB, nous en ftisons 
on ^Uphant de notre fadende. Je t'assore, par exemple, 
que la personne dont nous parlions, et sur qui ta deoocbes 
des sarcasmes trauchans et affile par la queue, oomme 
disut Montague, m'a dit, plus de cinq cents fois peut-toe, 
dans la longue suite de mes secousses, oh. il s'est trouT^ 
bien des m^nqttes et des fimssaires ; bien d'hoimeites gem 
s'ini^essent v^rUablement a wms ; le public mime s^indtgrne- 
rait de vos malheurs, si vous ne les portiez voua^meme ; mate 
V0U8 n* ttvez vraiment que deux ccnars a veue, U ban BaxUi 
etmoi." 

The BailJi's answer b also admirable : — 

''ZebonBaillil lebonBaiUil eh 1 par saint Polyoarpe, 
monsieur le marquis et mon tr^s^her fi^re a!n6, ayec qui 
diable yeuz-tn que mon excellence rab^he, si ce n'est avec 
toi ? Lebon Bailli I La personne qui a dit ce mot a fiiit 
acte de fiiusset^ ; le bon Bailli le sait, etle voit depuis long- 
temps sans le dire ; il s'est bien, d^ 1750, i^r9u que oette 
personne ne Taimait pas, et tu Tanrais bien vu, si elle avait 
cm possible de te detacher de moi ; depuis, Jai cent fob yu 
qu*on ayou^ aux deux fr^res la haine la plus implacable; 
j'en ai bien ma part; Saillanetfce et dn Saillant ansa. Ya, 
crois-moi, une ^trang^re qui s'introduit dans une maison y 
&it naitre la discorde et fait mettre en mouvement toutes 
les passions qui suivent la discorde. Du reste, n en parlous 
plus." 



But let us now come to the most important figure 
by far in this group. Honor^ Gabriel Mirabeau 
was endowed by nature with a quick and vigorous 
understanding, a lively imagination, passions more 



MIBABEAU FAMILY. 87 

vehement than are ahnost ever seen in union with 
such intellectual powers, and a disposition by nature 
kindly and humane. His temperament led to the 
early unfolding both of his bodily and mental 
faculties ; and there are few instances on record of 
children forming such manly ideas as he seems to 
have imbibed, even during his infancy. The pe- 
culiar circumstances in which, from his boyhood up- 
wards, he was placed by the singular opinions, pre- 
judices, and temper of his father, exercised a most 
powerful influence upon his whole conduct, and 
must have deeply affected his character in every 
material respect. Yet we may appreciate his merits 
and his faults, even through the artificial cover- 
ing which was thus thrown ever his nature ; and 
although impetuosity of feelings, and a proportion- 
ate disregard of the obstacles which he ought to 
have respected instead of overleaping them, forms a 
predominant feature of his mind and his habits, we 
cannot fairly charge him with any of those faults 
which go mainly to form the vicious disposition. 
Though forced first into estrangement from the so- 
ciety of his family, and afterwards into contempt of 
the parental authority, it yet must be admitted that 
originally he had strong filial affections, and no de- 
sire at all to set at defiance a control which he held 
peculiarly sacred ; nor is it to be forgotten that, 
when his two parents quarrelled, he resisted all 
attempts of the one to make him side against the 
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other, — even when the restoratioa of his own liberty 
might have been the reward of such an offensive 
alliance against their common i^pressor. Nay, 
the veneration for his j&ther, which he had ear^ 
imbibed, nev^ was extinguished by any persecution ; 
for we find him to the last feeling, in iancy , an intel- 
lectual superiority^ which certainly did not exist^ 
and always re&aining from retaliating the charges 
brought against himself for his indecorous life, by' 
any allusiim to the worse life of the Marquis,* 
The parsimonious treatment to which his comfort 
and respectability in the world was all his life 
sacrificed, and which his father chose to reconcile 
with a family pride almost without a parallel, 
never made the son forget who and what he was, 
by descending to any act (tf meanness or dishonour ; 
and, while pressed by want of the common neces- 
saries of lifis, and tortured by the &r more unbear- 
able sight -of those he most loved suffering the 
same privations, his exertions to relieve himself 
were always confined to the works of honest, 
though obscure, industry ; nor has any one of his 
innumerable enemies, domestic, political, or per- 
sonal, .ever charged him with using, for the 
purpose of solicitation, that pen which was his only 

* One work alone, whidi attacked the Marquis, is said 
to be his. But the evidence of authorship i^ very seaaty, 
and it seems hardly fair, on such grounds, to charge hua 
with so great a departure from his general line of conduct. 
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resource against want. The shifts and contrivances 
to which needy men, with strong pewions, and in 
faigh stations, so often resort, and which would 
seem to justify in their case the uncharitable 
saying, that integrity and poverty are as hard to 
reconcile as it is for an empty saiek to staiid upright 
-^have never been imputed to Mirabeau, at a time 
when his whole soul was engrossed by an over- 
powering passion, or his senses bewitched by a 
iife of pleasure, or his resources brought to an ebb 
little above those of the menial or the peasant. 
It would have been well if the influence of disorderly 
passions had not plunged hiin into other excesses 
no less folameable, though not, perhaps, at all dis^ 
iionest or luercenary. It is not the connexion he 
formed with Madame le Monnier to which we 
refer, because for that, in its commencement, there 
were many excuses. A girl of eighteen married to 
a man of seventy-five, and only nominally married 
4o this ke^)er, alternately confiding and jealous— 
now tempting her by indulgence and carelessness — 
now watching and restraining with tormenting and 
•suspicious rigour — ^first awakened in Miraheau's 
bosom the most irresistible of the passions, and all 
the more dangerous for so often assuming the garb, 
and even uniting itself with the reality, of virtuous 
propensities. The elopement which followed, and 
was caused by a dislike on both their parts to play 
the hypocrite and live with him whom they were 
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deceiving, proved altogether alien to the habits of 
French society, and severely outraged the feelings 
of those refined profligates who, reckoning vice 
itself nothing, hold indecorum to be the worst' of 
enormities : in other words, prefer the semblance 
to the reality of virtue, and forgive one off^ice if 
another, the worser crime of falsehood, be added 
to veil it from public view. 

Accordingly, there was an outcry raised through- 
out all society, not in France only, but in Europe, 
at the unheard-of atrocity. A young woman had 
lefl her superannuated husband, whom she had, by 
the customs of aristocratic society, been compelled 
to take for her tyrant and tormentor, under the 
name of a husband, and had left him fqr one of an 
age nearer her own, and who sacrificed himself for 
her deliverance. The lovers had rebelled against 
those rules which r^ulated the vicious intercourse 
of nobles in legitimate France ; they had outn^ned 
all the finer feelings of patrician nature, by revis- 
ing to lead a life of pretence and treachery, and 
secret indulgence ; they had even brought into 
jeopardy the long-established security of illicit in- 
tercourse, understood without being avowed ; and 
the veil was thus about to be torn away from all 
the endearing immoralities that give occupation 
and interest to noble life, and break the calm mo- 
notony of an existence which demands that it never 
shall be ruffled but by voluntary excitements, nor 
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ever let alone while it can be tickled into enjoyment. 
Hence all society (that is, all the upper and worth- 
less portion of it) combined ^^to a woman** against 
the hapless pair; Mirabeau was regarded as a 
monster : and the conduct of his fiither, who hunted 
him over all Europe, and then flung him into a 
prison for the best years of his life, was e^fccused by 
gll, and blamed by none ; while no one ever thought 
of visiting the other party with the slightest cen* 
sure — no one ever ventured to " hint a doubt, or 
hesitate dislike," of that very father turning hi£! 
wife, the mother of his daughters, out of doors, 
and installing a mistress in her room. 

The darker portion of Mirabeau's conduct relates 
to Sophie — ^not to Madame le Monnier, When, 
under that name, he draped her before the public, 
and indulged a loose and prurient £incy , in providing 
for the worst appetites of licentious minds, he became 
justly the object of aversion, and even of disgust ; 
and ranged himself with the writers of obscene 
works, but took the precedence of these in pro- 
fligacy, by making his own amours the theme of his 
abandoned contemplations.* It is the very worst 

* The writings alluded to were the works of some of his 
hours of confinement during near four years of solitary im- 
prisonment, and may have been afterwards used from neces- 
sity. If that was the cause of giving such shameful eflEusions 
publicity, we may well say that the offence of the composi- 
tion, in such circumstances, disgusting as it was, merits the 
least grave portion of the blame. 
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passagne in his history ; and it is nearly the Gtdf 
one which admits neither defence nor peUiation. 
The other grave charge to whkh he is exposed^ of 
publishing the Berlin Correspondence, n, though 
on different grounds, alike without pstifieation; 
In extenuation of it, it has been observed tiiat the 
whole object of his existence depended upon th« 
supplies which it furnished. His election in Pro* 
vence would, without it, have been hopeless. Bnt 
this is a sorry topic even of palliation. 

But if all these and more vices, these and more 
fatal indiscretions, may be justly charged on Mira* 
beau, it is fit we ever should bear in mind the 
treatment which he constantly experienced from a 
parent whose heart had been alienated, and whose 
very reason had been perverted, by the arts of an 
intriguing woman. All the juvenile IblUes of the 
fiery young man are exaggerated ; his conduct is 
condemned in the mass; if he does well he is 
charged with caprice ; if he errs^ it is his diabolical 
nature that accounts for it. He marries; the 
match proves an unhappy one. He m kept gene^ 
rally without a shilling of allowance, and expected 
to live like a noble Frovengal. He makes love to 
Madame le Monnier, and elopes with her ; he is 
denounced as a monster ; cited before a court of 
provincial justice (as it was termed), and con- 
demned to death in his absence. He flies ; he is 
pursued by his fiither with inexorable severify, and 



HIRABEAU rAMILY. 93 

beset with spies, and «ven bravoes. Nothing can 
be more terrible than the excesses of parental rage 
to which £imily pride and personal prejudice had 
wrought up the Marquis's feelings. In furious 
letters the violent passions of the old noble In'eak 
out. The good Bailli tries long and long to medi* 
ate and to soften ; but at lei^h even he is forced 
to bend before the storm ; and the correspondence 
of the brodi^rs presents only letters and answers, 
almost alike violent and determined against him. 
At length the Marquis succeeds in seizing his 
son's person, and he is immured for fbrty-^two 
months in the f(M*tre6s of Vincennes ; only, afi^ a 
Icmg interval, allowed books and pen and ink ; and 
never suffered to correspond without his letters 
being re^ by the governor, whose affections, as 
usual, he entirely gained. 

On his liberation he had a painful interview 
with Madame le Monnier— his Sophie— who bad 
been supposed faithless, and he charged her with 
the offence ; she defended her conduct, and recri* 
minated upon her lover, who, it may be presumed, 
could not so easily repel the accusation. They 
parted in mutual displeasure, and the estrange- 
ment, unhappily, was eternal. 8he remained in 
the monastery where she had taken refuge, until 
her husband's death; and the^ continued in an 
adjoining house, having formed an intimate fii<»Kl- 
ship with the sisters of the convent. An attaoh* 
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ment grew up between herself and a most deserv- 
iog aian^ but who, unhappily, before their intended 
marriage could take place, was seized with pulmo- 
nary consumption, and died in her arms, after her 
assiduous and affectionate attendance of many 
months by his sick couch. An aged and worthy phy- 
sician and his wife had taken this ill-fated lady under 
their protection, and vainly endeavoured to console 
her. She had frequently before contemplated sui- 
cide, and always was resolved to seek refuge in it 
from her fiunily's and her husband's persecutions. 
Some days before her last misfortune, an accidental 
death by the fumes of charcoal had happened in 
the neighbourhood, and drawn her attention to this 
mode of self-destruction. She had examined the 
particulars, and made inquiries of the physician as 
to the experiment and its conditions. With her 
wonted decision of mind she took her resolution 
prospectively, and in the contemplation of her be- 
trothed's death. With her wonted firmness of 
purpose she executed the resolve, and was found 
dead an hour after his decease, in her chamber, 
where she had placed a brasier of live charcoal, 
after closing the windows and the doors. Such are 
the &cts respecting the end of this noble-minded 
and ill-fiited woman ; and they are attested by the 
evidence of the physician's &mily, of the nuns, 
and even of the inquiry judicially instituted by the 
local authorities. The mere date of the death, how- 
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ever, and the known courtship and intended mar- 
riage, are enough to convict of the most glaring 
fiilaehood those reports which soon after were spread 
by the impkcable enemies of Mirabeau ; and which, 
it is painful to think, found their way into works 
of great credit. Thus, one of the greatest histo- 
rians of the Beyolution says, that, oh his liberation 
from Yincennes, he deserted Sophie, who put a 
period to her existence, — Cleaving it to be inferred 
that there was no quarrel : but that is compara- 
tively immaterial, for the uncharitable niay say he 
sought the quarrel to cover his intended desertion 
— the author leaves it also to be inferred, which is 
absolutely untrue, and indeed impossible, that her 
suicide was caused by Mirabeau's conduct. 

The history of Mirabeau's private life, and his 
treatment by his fiimily, forces upon the reader's 
mind one striking reflection upon the truly wretched 
state of society under the old regime. To the mer- 
ciless Aristocracy which, under, perhaps we should 
rather say along with, the power of the Despot, 
swayed the country, Mirabeau was indebted for the 
ill-treatment, nay, the persecution, of his fitther. 
To the same cause, the Marchioness, his mother, was 
indebted for her ill-assorted marriage, first with a 
man old enough to be her fiither, while she was an 
in&nt, and next to a man she never was loved by ; 
and to the same cause she owed the persecution she 
encountered when his coldness had been turned 
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into aversion. To die same oause, Madame le 
Monnier owed her forced marriage, when a girl, 
to a man old enough to be her great-enuadfiither, 
and the life of agony, rather than miseiy, she after- 
waards led. The powers of the Crown came in aid 
of Aristocratic pride and Aristocratic fury; and the 
State prison yawned to receive whatever victiai 
was required by the demon of £imily pride or do- 
mestic tyranny, — aping, almost passing, the tyranny 
at the Crown. These are the blessings whioh the 
Bevolution is chaiged with having torn &om un- 
happy France I These are the glories, and this 
the felicity, of the old regime I These are the 
goods which the gods of legitimacy provide for 
their votaries ! And to regain these joys it is, that 
some men would assist the Carlist handful of priests 
and nobles against the thirty millions of our free 
and dauntless neighbours — just as, to perpetuate 
the like glories of absolute Monarchy and pure 
Aristocracy dsewhere, the same politicians are knit 
in the bands of hearty friendship with all that is 
most bigoted and despotical in countries not yet 
visited by the irresistible wave of General Reform ! 
It will complete the view of Mirabeau's charac 
ter, if we add that he joined to extraordinary ta- 
lents, and a most brilliant £inoy, powers of appli- 
cation rarely found in such association ; that his 
vigorous reasoning, whether from some natural 
defect of judgment, or from the influence of feeling 
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and pasgion, often proved an unsafe guide, even in 
speculation, still oftener in action ; that, slave as 
he too generally proved to the love of indulgence, 
his courage was ever sustained above all suspicion ; 
that even his share of a virtue hr more rare, true 
fortitude under calamity, surpassed that of most 
men ; and that all the hardships he had undergone, 
and the torments he had suffered from so many 
forms of ingenious persecution, never for a moment 
infused any gall into a disposition originally and 
throughout benevolent and kind. 

Of his genius, the best monuments that remain 
are his Speeches, and even these were not always 
his own composition. Both Dumont, Duroveray, 
and Pellenc, men of distinguished ability, did more 
than assist him in their production ; but some of 
the finest are known to have been his own ; and 
the gpreatest passages, those which produced the 
most magical effect, were the inspiration of the 
moment. His literary works were too Often pro- 
duced under the pressure of want, to be well di- 
gested, or carefully finished. The chief of them, 
his * Monarchic Prussienne,' is no doubt a vast 
collection of statistical fajcts ; and, as he had access 
to the whole of the information which was possessed 
by the government upon the subject, it is impos- 
sible to say that he has not so used his materials as 
to produce a work of value. Yet the arrangement 
is not peculiarly felicitous ; nor are the proofs on 
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which the statiements rest sifted with much care ; 
while the dissertations, that plentifully garnish it, 
are often very prolix, and founded upon economical 
principles, which, though generally sound, beings 
indeed, those of the modem system, are applied, 
as it were by rote, to any case, and made the 
ground of decision, without the least regard to the 
limitations that must practically be introduced into 
the rules, or the exceptions that occur to their 
application. As for his intimate friend Major 
Mauvillon's share in this work, the subject of so 
many exaggerations, he has himself frankly admitted 
that it was altogether subordinate, although of 
great importance, nay essential, to the execution 
of the plan. The military details, especially, owe 
to his talents and experience th^ir principal value. 
The ^ Essai sur le Despotisme,' Mirabeau's earliest 
political production, is, though severely judged by 
his own criticism, a work of extraordinary merit ; 
and the ^ Considc^tions sur TAgiotage,' and the 
essay on ^ Lettres de Cachet,' may probably be 
esteemed his best tracts. But we are here speak- 
ing of those writings which partake not of the 
oratorical character; for, to estimate his ge- 
nius, we must look at the sudden and occasional 
productions of his pen, which resemble speeches 
more than books, and which, indeed, though never 
spoken, belong far more to the rhetorical than the 
literary or scientific class of writings. Among 
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these the celebrated < Reponse aux Protestations 
des Possekiant Fiefs/ published in February, 1788, 
and written, as it were, oflf-hand, justly dfeserves 
the highest place ; and it would be difficult to 
match it in the history of French eloquence. 

Before closing these observations upon Mira- 
beau's merits as an author, it is fit to add that no 
man ever held the literary character higher, or 
comported himself more proudly in its investiture. 
He never but once published anything without his 
name ; he never deemed that literary labour, for 
the purpose of just and honest gain, was other than 
a source of honour ; he gloried in the name of 
author ; and never was ashamed of his calling, of 
the labours which it imposed, or the privations 
which it entaOed upon him. He has, in one strik- 
ing passage of his very voluminous writings, ex- 
pressed sentiments upon the importance of the Be- 
public of Letters, and the fedings of literary men, 
so just and so useful for all to whom they apply, 
that it is proper to transcribe them, and give so 
wholesome a lesson more general circulation. 

" Ah ! s'ils se deronaient loyalement aa noble metier 
d'etre utiles I Si leur indomptable amour-propre ponvait 
composer avec ]ui-m#me, et sacrifier la gloriole It la dignity ! 
Si, au lieu de s'avilir, de s'entred^hirer, de d^tmire r^- 
proquemeut leur influence, ils r^unissaient leurs efforts et 
leurs travaux pour terrasser I'ambitieux qui usurpe, Tim- 
posteur qui ^gare, le l&che qui se -vend ; si, m^prisant le vil 
metier de gladiateurs litt^raires, ils se croisaient en T6ri- 
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tables ff fe re g d'armes oontre lea pr^ngds^ le mensonge, le 
dmrlalaiusaie, la sapeistitioti, la tyraimie, de qiielque genie 
qu'elle soit, en meins d'nn sii^le la fiaoe de la terre serait 
changeeT 

Of the violent and precocious physical tem- 
perament of Mirabeau, mention has already been 
made. A slight notice of his personal appearance 
may not inappropriately close this imperfect sketch. 
His ugliness was so great as almost to become 
proverbial ; and ^tures, naturally harsh and even 
distorted, were rendered still more repulsive by 
the deep furrows of the confluent small-pox. His 
natural vanity, almost as exaggerated as his de* 
formity, even drew from its excess the materials 
of gratification. " Personne" (he used to say) 
*^ ne connatt la puissance de ma laideur ;** and he 
was wont to speak of its " sublimity** The power 
of his eye, however, was undeniable, and the spirit 
and expresdon which his mind threw into all his 
countenance, made it, how plain soever, anything 
rather than uninteresting or disgusting. The arch 
reply of M. de Talleyrand is well known, as 
illustrative alike of Mirabeau's mental and bodily 
imperfections. He was dilating upon the qualities 
which must meet in whoever should aspire to 
govern France under a free constitution, and was 
enunciating, " H faut qu'il soit Eloquent — ^fougueux 
— noble" — and many other qualities notoriously 
possessed by himself — when the witty and wily 
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statesman added, ^'Et qu'il soit trace de la petite 
ViJrole, n'est-ce pas ? " 

We have hitherto been dwelling upon the private 
history and the personal qualities of this celebrated 
individual, whose political history is intimately 
mixed up with the first stage of the French Be* 
volution, and whose public character has been 
sketched by so fine a pen,* that humbler artists 
may well abandon the task in despair. But, before 
adding the few remarks required by this subject, 
one may be offered which the daughter of Neckar 
could less easily make. We may express the in« 
dignation with which every man of good feelings, 
and indeed of sound principles, must regard hia 
attacks upon that venerable man. That he there 
suffered personal dislike to guide his pen and direct 
his conduct cannot be doubted. Nor can any one 
avoid agreeing with his candid and even favourable 
commentator, the amiable, and eloquent, and sen- 
sible Dumont, in his reprobation of the sudden 
turn which his course took when policy required a 
suspension of hostilities ; and the quick transition 
from menaced and even boasted destruction to 
absolute neutrality — ^hardly to be exceeded by the 
scandalous scenes, so disgusting to all honourable 
minds, in later times enacted before our eyes, by 
certain politicians of the present day. Nothing 
can exceed the acrimony of Mirabeau towards 
* Madame de Stael* ' Sot la R^volation Fran^use.' 
VOL. IV. ' 
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Neckar^ exc^t the mUd and digmfied patience 
approaching to indifference, of tiiat excellent mao, 
under the attack. 

Although it is undeniable that his whole conduct 
in the soenes which made him with all France a 
politician, his spirit and his capacity — above all, 
itis readiness, his ' fertility of resoiirces, and his 
brilliant eloquence — c(»istantly appeared, and 
always produced with certainty their natural effect, 
4^f influencing the course of events in a marvellous 
degree; yet it may be &lrly q[uestioned if, in all 
that eventful history so made to try in^i's souh, 
one individual appeared whoise conduct was more 
under the interested impulse of merely selfish feel- 
ings, and guided by more exclusively personal 
ealculatioDS of interest. Liviii^ in times when 
even the coldest natures were kindled with patriotic 
xeal, and the most calculating wiere carried away 
into a forgetfulne^ of their own interests, he, 
whose nature was fiery, and whose conduct had 
been a tissue of indiscretions, seems to have always 
practised enthusiasm as a means towards an &adf 
and to have made speculations for his own bene- 
fit — first in power, tiext in profit — ^tke business 
of his public life. With all his warmth of do- 
quence, all his admirably acted passion, all ius 
effective display of ready feeling, as e&ch occasion 
xequired, it may be safbly^cffirmed that Robespierre 
hinUelf showed far- fnore genuine zeal for the pnh- 
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pagation of bis prind^les, &r mote £uiaticism in 
his devotion to popular rights, a &r more un- 
quenchable hatred of courts, and of every tyranny 
but his own. 

Mirabeau contributed by his oourage and his 
eloquence ta the destruction of the old monaitshy 
more than any one individual, — ^more even than 
iN'eckar did by his weakness and his inconsistency. 
His was the first eloquence that emancipated France 
•ever ^perienced. Admitted at length to assist 
in popular assemblies, addressed as the arbiters 
of l^e country's &te, called to perform their part 
by debating and hearing debates, it was by Mira- 
beau that the people were £r0t made to feel the 
force of the oititor, :first 'taught what it was to hear 
spoken reason and spoken passion ; and the silence 
of ages in those halls was first broken by the Ihunder 
of his voice echoing through the lofty vaults now 
covering multitudes of excited m^. That his 
eloquence should in such circumstances pass for 
more than its value was inevitable ; and that its 
power should be prodigious in proportion to the 
novelty of the occasion, was quite a matter of 
course. No one ever ruled assemblies, either of 
the people or of their representatives, with a more 
absolute sway ; none ever reaped an ampler harvest 
of popular sympathy and popular applause than he 
did when he broke up the public mind lying waste 
in France, and never till then touched or subdued 

p2 



104 STATESMEN OF TIME OF GEORGE III. 

by the Bfaetorician's art. But no sooner had he 
overthrown all the institutions of the monarchy 
than he entered into treaty with the court, to whose 
weakness his influence had become necessary as a 
restorative or a prop. It is possible, no doubt, 
that he may' have felt the perib in which he had 
involved the country; but it is certain that the 
price of his assistance in rescuing her was stipulated 
with all the detail of the most sordid chaffering ; 
and it is as undeniable that, had not death taken 
him from the stage at the moment of his greatest 
popularity, he must have stood or sunk before the 
world in a few weeks, as a traitor to the people, 
purchased with a price, and that price a large sum 
and a large income in the current coin of the 
realm.* 

Nor was his first embarking in the revolutionary 
struggle the dictate of democratic principle, the 
result of any dream of equal liberty. A patrician 
by birth, aristocratic by nature, pampered by 
luxurious habits, — the vortex of popular contention 
and sweeping levelling change was no element for 
him to breathe in, nor was republican simplicity 
the natural hue and pattern of his artificial habits. 
But he had quarrelled with that order which alone 
he valued, and whose friendly intercourse alone 

* The shameful contract, signed by both parties, Count 
d'Artois and Mirabeau himseli^ is preseryed, and is printed 
in Lafayette's Memoirs. 
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he could bear : he found the circle of &J9hion shut 
against his vices, and, as Madame de Stael has not 
more wittily than correctly phrased it, he set fire 
to the edifice of society in order to force open the 
doors of the Paris drawing-rooms to himself. (<^ II 
fallait mettre le feu k T^ifice social, pour que les 
portes des salons de Paris lui fussent ouvertes.") 

It is another trait foy the same masterly hand, and 
as just as the former, that, like other unprincipled 
men, he saw all along only his own interest in the 
afiairs of his country, and his foresight was bounded 
by his selfishness. (^< Comme tons les hommes sans 
morale, il vit d'abord son int^r^t personnel dans la 
chose publique, et sa prevoyance fut born^ par 
son ^goisme.") The truth which this reflection 
discloses is of great account in contrasting the 
conduct of statesmen, as it is of the last importance 
in its relation to all public aflliirs. Nothing can 
more fetter the powers of the understanding than 
selfish and profligate principles ; nothing more dis- 
qualify men for noble enterprise ; nothing more 
obstruct, more contract the current of state afi&irs. 
The fatal influence of a bad disposition, of loose 
principles, of unworthy feelings, over the intel- 
lectual powers, is a topic of frequent use, not with 
the preacher so much as with the moral philo- 
sopher ; because it is of a nature too refined for 
an ordinary audience. But it is an important 
chapter in psychology, as well as in ethics ; and^ 
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unfoztunatelj, the Qluttratioiui whick it .derives 
ieom facts are by no meaos confiiied to these which 
the secret maimeES of courts and the annab of 
absolute mo^ittrchy fwnush.to the student of hi^ry. 
Popular goyemmeittft supply even more hugely 
their quota of this eontzibation ; because it is there 
chiefly that political genius eau shine, and it is 
there that the nmster influence of bad prin^ples 
interposes to obscure and to eclipse its rays. The 
habitual love of place; the aversion to serve the 
people without ruling over them ; the r^ugnanoe 
to give up the station onoe possessed ; to tear from 
the lips the intoxicating cup of power, when honour 
and duty ccmunands that it shall pass—what dismal 
havoc has this made in the &irest jtrospeeis of 
usefulness and of fiime— 4)ttt also how mournfully 
has it maned the noblest features in the aspect of 
political genius \ The visible &ce of public afiairs, 
the j^SLge of parliamentary history in our own country, 
bears a sad testimony to this melancholy truth. 
But the miscliief stops not here. If we see so 
many instances of bright prospects elouded over 
when the gifts of the understanding have been 
displayed b^ore the malignant influence of selfish 
interests obscured or perverted them — how many 
more cases must . there be of a similar bias having 
prev^ited their ever being disclosed ! Who can 
tell how much heavenly genius may lie buried 
under the mass of earth-bom sordid influence— 
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how often the genial currant of the sodi may have 
been .frozen by base, calculatinf^, selfish ^licy-*** 
or, in how many hearts preg^naat with celestial fire 
the spark may have been extinguiidied ere yet il 
kindled into flame ; extUiguished by the cold and 
sordid propcosity to seek office and to keep it, so 
qfndemie amongL slaitesmen in modi^ra times, and 
among aU who a^ire to be statesmen ? Mirabeau 
was assuredly not one of t^iese ; bot his genius had 
no sooner blazed forth in the first scenes of the 
Bevolution, than it was cramped in all its aspira« 
tions by the baser 'materials which predominated 
m his extraordinarily mixed nature^ 

He dM not nearly reach the oprdinary term of 
the lives of statesm^, less nearty by six or seven 
years than Mr. Pitt, for he died at forty-two ; but 
he lived in times when each week staggered und^ 
the load of events that had formerly made centuries 
to bend ; and he thus lived long enough to show 
all that he could have attuned if his life had been 
prolonged to the usual period* Had he perished 
a few weeks earlier, perhaps a few days, some doubt 
might have existed over the course which awaited 
him if he had survived ; for his purchase by the 
court was but just completed when he died, and 
his eagerness to be bought had made him preci- 
pitately hurry on the completion of the bargain. 
Of one thing we cannot doubt, that in a few 
months, possibly weeks, he would have become 
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hateful to the people whose idol he was at his death ; 
and that his whole influraoey his character for 
patriotism, his reputation for political courage, 
eren the fiune of his talents, would have perished 
in attempting to earn the stipulated price, by vain 
efforts to stem the revolutionary torrent which he, 
more than any one, had let loose, and to save the 
court to whom he liad sold himself after all but 
accomplishing its destruction. It is probable that 
he would have emigrated, and lived obscure and 
penniless abroad. It is next to certain that, had he 
remained in France, he would have ^been among 
the first victims of the Reign of Terror ; and, the 
daring profligacy of his conduct offering an almost 
solitary instance of personal corruption among the 
errors and the crimes of the day, he would have 
left behind him a less enviable reputation, unless 
for cruelty, of which he had nothing, than even the 
worst of the men whose unprincipled but fanatical 
ambition soon after his decease, deluged France in 
blood and convulsed all Europe in war. 
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It is impossible to find a greater contrast than the 
solid genius and severe virtue of Carn6t presents 
to all the qualities of that brilliant and worthless 
person whom we have just been contemplating.* 
Endowed with the greatest faculties of the un- 
derstanding~~cultivating these with the assiduity 
which to an ordinary capacity is of absolute neces- 
sity, but which an exalted one cannot despise if 
mighty deeds are to be done— exercising them 
through a long life upon the worthiest objects — 
despising all the outward accomplishments that 
dazzle the vulgar — never even addicting himself to 
the practice of those arts which enable the natural 
leaders of mankind to guide the multitude — and 
seeking only for the influence over other minds 
which was to be acquired by the actions that his 
own enabled him to perform — Cam^t ofiers to the 
admiration of posterity, as he did to his own times, 
a rare instance of the triumph of purely iutel- 

♦ Mirabeau. 
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lectual excellence, without one single adventitious 
^d, whether from station, or from wealth, or &om 
the attraction of superficial or ornamental qua- 
lities, or from the happy accidents of fortime. We 
trace at every step his sterling worth producing 
its appropriate effect without external aid of any 
sort ; to each successive eminence which he reached 
we see him raised by merit alone ; in all his con- 
flicts with adversity, with oppression, with diffi- 
culties of every sort and magnitude, almost with 
nature herself in some instances, we observe the 
struggle of intellectual superiority ; and the com- 
manding position which he thus took, he retained 
by the same means^ nor to maintain it ever stooped 
a hair's breadth from the lofly attitude in which he 
had always climbed nor ever crawled. 

This in any state of afiairs is a prodigious merit 
— in one of change and uncertainty and revolution 
it is incomparably more rare and more to foe ad- 
mired; but it is not the highest claim to our 
respect which this great man prefers. His genius 
was exalted, and it was surpassed by his virtue. 
An absolute self-denial in all the particulars where 
human passions beaj^ most sway over ordinary 
minds; an immoveable fortitude in all those situ- 
ations in which human weakness is most apt to 
yield ; a courage of every kind, from the highest 
to the most vulgar, from the courage of the states- 
man to that of the grenadier ; the active valour of 
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braving danger, and the calmness which can com* 
mand every i&culty of the soul in the midst of 
extreme perils ; an entire devotion to the main- 
tenance of his principles at any personal sacrifices 
and at all hazards; an enthusiastic zeal for the 
service of his country and his kind ; all embellished 
by a modesty which made the glory of his exer- 
tions alone feel cumbrous to him — these rare qua- 
lities seemed to revive the old Boman for the 
admiration, if not for the imitation and improve- 
ment, of a degenerate ag^rr^but to these was added 
a tenderness of disposition which the old Roman 
either strove to stifle uithin him, or to which his 
tiature was alien and strange. 

The modesty which has just been remarked as 
a distinguishing feature of his character, and his 
carelessnesB about the opinion entertained of his 
conduct, provided he acted so as to satisfy his own 
conscience according to his own sense of duty, 
have conspired to give him a very different place 
in the estimation of the world at large from that 
which belongs to him of right — ^making his geniUs 
be undervalued and his moral worth misconceived. 
Some details become therefore necessary upon both 
tliese points. 

His aptitude and his taste for military affairs, 
destined afterwards to perform so important a part 
in the history of Europe, displayed itself in a sin- 
gular manner while yet a child. Being taken for 
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4he first time to a theatre where some siege or 
other warlike operation was represeDted, he asto- 
nished the audience by interrupting the piece to 
complain of the manner in which the general had 
•disposed his men and his guns, crying out to him 
tliat his men were in fire, and loudly calling upon 
liim to change his position. In fact the men 
were so placed as to be commanded by a battery. 
The mathematical sciences absorbed his whole 
attention for some years ; and his celebrated 
Theorem on the Measure of Lost Forces, published 
early in life, shows with what success his studies 
were pursued. But his reading was general ; his 
feelings were ever alive to the duties of a man and 
A citizen ; his enthusiasm was kindled by nothing 
so much as by the records of benevolent and pa- 
triotic actions. That eloquence, the result of 
strong feelings and a correct taste, would have 
been his in no common measure had he studied 
words as much as things, we have the strongest 
proof in the success of his first production, the 
* Eloge de Vauban,' crowned by the Academy of 
Dijon, and from which a passage of. singular 
beauty, admirably characteristic of . the writer, 
may be cited : — " C'etait un de ces hommes que la 
nature a donn^ au monde tout formes a la bien- 
faisance; doues, comme Tabeille, d'une activite 
innee pour le bien general ; qui ne peuvent separer 
leur sort de celui de la republique, et qui, membres 
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intimes de la societe, vivent, prosp^rent, souffrenty 
et languissent avec elle." 

His habitual courage was displayed on this oc- 
casion ; the panegyric boldly bestowed by him on 
Montalembert gave inexpressible offence, and 
caused him to be confined in Yincennes under a 
lettre de cachet ; one of the causes probably of the 
hatred which he so steadily showed to arbitrary 
power. 

But scenes now approached which were destined 
to suspend his scientific pursuits, and to rouse his 
political energies. He saw the earlier portion of 
the Revolution unmoved; but he was the first 
military man who joined it, having then the rank 
of Lieutenant of £ng^no«w ; and he was elected 
as deputy for St. Om^ io the Legislative As- 
sembly. He sat in judgment on the King, and 
voted for his doadi ; but his absence on a military 
commission prevented him from taking any part in 
the highly reprehensible proceedings which led to 
the trial. Of these he loudly disapproved ; but 
when the whole had been fixed, he considered him- 
self as in the position of a judge called upon to 
determine a question already prepared, brought 
before him ripe for decision, and in which he had 
no choice but to deliver his opinion, whatever 
that might be. 

In April, 1793, was formed the celebrated Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, as it is inaccurately termed. 
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but really of Public Salvation ; that body which 
has filled the world with the renown of its g^eat 
actions, the terror of its name, and the in&my of 
its crimes.* The country was then threatened 
with inirasion from oyery point; a march upon 
Paris was the avowed object of the allies ; insur- 
rections were plotting, aided by foreigners in every 
part of France ; one great province was in open 

* It 18 only justice to observe, that, as the gailty are 
generally made answerable for more than they have perpe* 
trated, so this body has been meorreetly supposed to have 
done much that was really the work of others. It never 
possessed any other fimetion but that of putting persons on 
their trial; and the Court, it could hardly be called of 
justice, the Revolutionary Tribunal, was altogether the 
creation and generally the creature of &e CJonveniion. Bat 
even that hateM tribunal, &r worse ^n the Committee, 
acquitted many more than it condenmed ; and as each cause 
was defended, so it is wjbII known that no advocate ever 
suffered for the freedom of lus defence. It is far fhna 
being the design of diis note to lessen the execration justly 
£elt of those crimes which covered the French name widi 
disgrace, which paved the way for the sulgugation of the 
Bepublic, which &cilitated the extinction of public liberty, 
and indeed -ended in the conquest of France. But it was 
observed by a sagacious and philosophical person, well 
acquainted with the history of his country, and to whose 
suggestions this sketch is greatly indebted, that the remarks 
in the text seemed, if unqualified, to sanction the common 
opinion entertained in foreign countries, which confounds 
together the Committee and the Revolutionary Tribonal, 
and cast upon the former body all that was done by the 
Convention and the Clubs ; and in consequence of his re> 
mtak this note is added. 
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rebellion ; Paris abounded in parties resolved on 
destroying the revolutionary and restoring the 
ancient Government — when a general sense of the 
absolute necessity for a vigorous, concentrated^ 
united executive power to control disaffection, and 
apply the national force in defence of the State, 
botli against foreign and domestic enemies, gave 
birth to the fiimous Committee, which ipimediately 
proceeded tp rule with a sceptre of iron, and to 
war with the sword of millions^ Of this Com- 
mittee, Cam6t, then only a Lieutenant of Engi- 
n^ers, was named a member, after it had existed 
for two months ; and, as it was immediately found 
wholly impossible to pursue the plan first laid 
down for its operations, of discussing fhlly each 
act to be done and then deciding upon it by a 
majority of voices, a division was made of the 
labours, and a distribution of the members in de- 
partments, each being alone the ruler of his own 
province, and alone held responsible for its mea- 
sures, although a certain number of signatures 
was required to give the acts of each validity. 
The whole department of war, as well the organ- 
ization of the military force as its operations in the 
field, was assigned to Cami)t. Others, as Bobert 
Lindet, and Prieur de la Cote d'Or, were appointed 
to superintend the Commissariat and Armament 
departments ; but those whom the world has most 
heard of, most dreaded, and most justly execrated* 
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were the five to whom was given up the superin- 
tendence of the Police — ^Robespierre, Couthoo, 
Billaud Yarennes, St. Just, and CoUdt d'ETerbois 
— all of whom, except St. Just, a young man of 
an enthusiastic temperament, and, until corrupted 
by absolute power, of a virtuous disposition, were 
regarded in their own day, and will be loathed by 
succeeding ages, as among the greatest monsters 
that ever disgraced the human name.* The amiak 
of ancient tyrants alone present scenes of darker 
atrocity than the Reign of Terror ; for the massacres 
by the Bourbons on the Eve of St. Bartholomew, 
and by the Irish Papists in 1641, though more 
prodigal of blood, were a momentary ebullition of 
religious fury, and not, like those of the guillotine, 
deliberately perpetrated with the mockery of jus- 
tice, under her outraged form, and in her profaned 
name. 

In these horrid scenes the enemies of Gamut 
have, of course, endeavoured to implicate him ; 
and it is not to be denied that many impartial 
observers have formed an opinion condemnatory of 
his conduct. That he remained in ofRce with 
such detestable men as his colleagues ; that he was 
aware of all their proceedings ; that he even signed 
the orders of execution in his turn, complying 

* Camot himself, admitting always Robespierre to have 
been exceedingly bad, said there were two a good deal 
worse, Billaud and Collot. 
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-with the regulation already mentioned; that he 
thus made himself legally responsible for all those 
atrocious acts of an absolute power cruelly exercised 
^is not to be questioned, and no one can venture 
to hold with entire confidence the opinion that this 
responsibility did not extend much further, and 
involve him in the actual and enormous guilt of 
deeds which, at all events, and from whatever 
motive, he sanctioned by his. participation, leavinp^ 
mankind to infer, from his silence, that they had 
his approval. Yet his position, and that of his 
country, must be well considered before we pass so 
severe a censure upon his conduct. He began to 
administer the war department, had made some 
progress in his functions, and had gained brilliant 
successes, before his colleagues commenced their 
reign of terror. His defence is, that, had he 
yielded to the natural feelings of abhorrence, and 
followed his own inclinations, the country was 
conquered, possibly partitioned — far worse injury 
inflicted upon his fellow-citizens— far more blood 
spilt — &r more lasting disgrace incurred by the 
nation — ^far more permanent disasters entailed upon 
all classes of the people — than all that the Terrorist 
executions and confiscations could produce. Had 
he any right, then, to refuse his aid, thus required 
for averting such calamities ? Was it not enough 
for him to know that his retirement would cer- 
tainly not have stayed the proscription, while it 
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most probably would have opened the gates of 
Paris to the Allies? Was it not sufficioit for his 
conscience that he felt wholly innocent of the 
crimes perpetrated by his colleagues? And, know- 
ing his character to be above reproach, had he a 
right to sacrifice his country fo a regard for his 
reputation? This question he could answer in 
those memorable words of Danton— " JPerisse ma 
rSputaiion plutdt que ma patrie V* 

But it may be urged that such passages, sudi 
elections, are of dangerous example, decipit exem- 
plar vitiis imitabile; and also, that the defence 
assumes the fact, both of his having constantly 
disapproved of the proceedings of Terror, and of 
his having adhered to the government of the Ter- 
rorists from no sinister motive. To the first ob- 
jection it would not be easy to return a satis&ctoiy 
answer, unless by urging the extremity of the case 
in which he was called upon to make his election, 
and the prodigious magnitude of the evils between 
which he had to choose. Nor will any one be 
convinced by such considerations who is inclined 
to hold that, in questions of blood-guiltiness, we 
are forbidden to regard any consequences, and 
bound each to keep his own hands at all events 
pure. It may, however, be well to reflect, that 
many persons are parties to crimes, such as the 
waging of unjust and murderous wars, nay, even 
to the oppression and ruin of individuals by mea« 
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anres of state, and yet escape censuie, upon na 
other ground than that th^ eonfme their exertions 
to their own department, leaying the whole blame 
to rest upon the guilty actors ; and if it should be 
said that Gamut's withdrawing his sanction from 
the proscriptions might have arrested the course of 
his bloodthirsty colleagues, it is at the least equally 
sure that, if all who disapproved of an unjust war 
refused to play their parts in it — if generals and 
d£cers and soldi0*s withheld their concurrence 
-^no statesman, be he ever so wicked or ever so 
powerful, could covar the face of the earth with the 
slaughter and fire and pillage of warfare. 

But the question of &ct is easily and satis- 
£ictorily answered ; for we are possessed of evi- 
dence which acquits him of all participation in the 
crimes of the day, and also of circumstances in his 
history which serve as a test of his motives in 
continuing to direct the military operations while 
Robespierre presided over the internal policy of 
the State. The arrangement of the Committee in 
departments to which reference has been made is 
established in the written protest previously drawn 
up by Robert Lindet for his- own exculpation. 
Gamut's name being affixed without any know- 
ledge even of the lists, and as a mere form, seems 
proved by the accidental circumstance of his having 
signed the warrant for the iffrest of his confidential 
secretary, thi« happening to be issued by Robes- 
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pierre in the week when it was Gamut's turn to 
sign. On some occasions he assisted at the police 
sittings of the Committee, and then he is repre- 
sented by the Royalist authors themselves as having 
'^ saved more lives than aU that his colleagues sa- 
crificed." The hatred of his colleagues and their 
constant threats of vengeance are well known. It 
was his keeping aloof from all participation in the 
bloody orgies of their councils ; hb openly repro- 
bating their proceedings; his fearlessly blaining 
the destruction of the Brissotines in particular; 
that made the fimatical St. Just charge him with 
Moderantism, and insist upon iiis being tried for 
the offence ; that made Robespierre, in lamenting 
the necessity of having him among their number 
as the consequence of his own ignorance of mili- 
tary affiiirs, call him, with unspeakable bitterness 
of spirit, " L*odieux ' Camot." Nay, I have it 
from Carn6t himself, that Robespierre's answer to 
the constant requisitions made for his destruction 
was in these words : — ^^ Dans ce moment Ton ne 
pourrait pas se passer de lui ; mais attendez jusqu'i 
ce qu'il ne nous soit plus indispensable, ou bien 
iusque nos armees subissent quelque revers— et 
alors sa tfete tombera ; je vous en r^ponds."* 

It is fair, too, that we should regard the rest of 
his conduct, in order to have a test of the purity 

* Robespierre's words, as repeated by General Cam6t 
himself to the irriter of these pages, in 1814. 
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of his motives in this greatest exigency. Not only 
he always set himself against anything like party 
or the acquisition of personal influence ; not only 
did be constantly refuse, and at the daily risk of 
his life, even to enter the door of the Jacobin or 
any other Club ; but we know that his courage 
was displayed in nobly doing hb duty, utterly 
careless of consequences, where these could only 
affect himself. In June, 1792, he exposed himself 
to the furious resentment of the army by declaring 
in his report the massacre of Dillon and Beaugeand 
to be the " acts of Cannibals." As often as any 
matter was referred to his investigation, his reports 
were made without the least regard to their either 
displeasing the people, injuring the progress of his 
principles, or exasperating the Government against 
him ; and when he received orders, though in a 
subordinate capacity, to do anything of which he 
strongly disapproved, he fearlessly encountered the 
risk of his head by a peremptory refusal : as when 
he refused to arrest an unpopular general, while 
acting as Deputy with the Army of the North. 
He who could cite such acts of moral courage, as 
performed in such times, might well challenge 
credit for being influenced by no sense of personal 
danger, or any other unworthy motive, in adhering 
to the Terrorists w^hile their power was at its 
height. 

It is worthy of remark how entirely those who 
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most oondemn Can^ for the coBo^liaiHseB now 
under discusaon have forgotten tbe conduct of 
others who have sancti(»ied as great odmes withont 
any portion of his excuse. No one siore loudly 
blamed him, for example, than TaHeyrand, and yet 
Talleyrand ccmtinued the principal minister, not 
only of Napoleon, during his ^lanii^ Swiss, and 
Bussian wars,* but of the Executive Direct<»y, 
(during tiM proscription of Fructidor, when sixty- 
three Deputies and thirte^i JoumalktB were ar- 

* The comparison of these wars to the judicial mnrden 
of Paris may seem mijnst towards the former. But, al- 
tiHKigh the glory of war encircles its horrible atrocities 
with a fidfie glare which deoehres vs as to its hlood-gnil^ 
ness, in what does the crime of Napoleon, when he sacrifioed 
thousands of lives to his lost of foreign conquest, differ 
from that of Kobespierre when he sought domestic power 
by slaying hundreds of his ftllow-citizens ? In one paitica- 
lar there is more atrodty in the crimes of- the latter; they 
were perpetrated under the name and form of justice, wbeee 
sanctity they cruelly profaned ; but, on the other hand, ikr 
more blood was spilt, far more wide-spreading and length- 
ened misery occasioned to unoffending proTiBces, by the 
invasions of Spain, and Switserhmd, and Russia, l^ian by all 
the acts of the Ommittee, the Convention, and the Bevo- 
lutionary Tribunal. Nor will mankind ever be free from 
tbe scourge of war xmtil they learn to call things by their 
-pifoper names, to give crimes tiie 4ame epithets, whatever 
outward form they may assume, and to regard with equal 
abhorrence the conqueror who slakes his thirst of dominion 
with the blood of his fellow-creatures, and the more vulgar 
criminal, who is executed ibr taking the life of a way&ring 
nna that he may seixe upon his purse. 
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rested m their beds, carried through the provinces 
in cages Hke wild beasts amidst the revilings of 
the infuriated mob, and crowded into the hold of 
a conviot-ship to perish miserably in the swamps 
of Guianftk* 

In these refiections no rel^^rence has been made 
to the private character of Carndt, his unsullied 
purity in all the relations of private life, and tbe 
incorruptible integrity of his public adminbtration, 
as far as money was concerned. The reason of this 
omission is obvious. Although the private re- 
putation of some Terrorists was almost as much 
tarnished as their public conduct, it is certain that 
others, p^haps the greater number, and among 
them certainly Bobespierre, were of irreproachable 
lives. As to ccMTuption, it was huputable to few 
or none of tfamn;t indeed the generally-received 

* It defierves to be .remarked that the -virtuoiis Lafayette, 
whose memoirs and correspondence have been given to the 
world by his fkmily, aKhoogh he often makes mention of 
Camoty and held in more aUiorxoioe than perhaps any 
other man the whole Se!^ of Terror, his hatred of whic^ 
was indeed the cause of all his own misfortunes, yet never 
speaks disparagingly of the greieit Minister : on the oon- 
trary^ whenever he can find an oppcMrtunity, his tone ui 
^K>logetsc ; md in one pasflage, pardonlaily, he expressly 
says that the Coaunittee of Public Safety only had the use 
of hiii name, not the disposal of his person. — (See tome iv. 
1^. 334, 355; and v. pp. 110, 217.} 

f Danton was not a member of the Committee of Public 
Safety. He was supposed to have been sold to the Court 
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phrase was that they had all vices saying- this. 
The men who had, unwatched, the distribution of 
the whole revenues of France, distributed amoiig 
themselves monthly the sum of 360 francs for all 
their expenses ; and when Bobespierre was put to 
death the whole property found in his possession 
was thirty-six of the last supply thus issued to him.* 
Cam6t, in like manner, never received a farthing 
of the public money for his official services ; but, 
in a different respect, his singular disinterestedness 
was truly striking : it was peculiar to himself, and 
it proved to demonstration how entirely every 
selfish feeling' was absorbed in his zeal for the 
public service. Though at the head of all military 
affairs, he never received his own promotion in 
the army more rapidly than the most friendless 
subaltern. He was only a lieutenant when he came 
into office. He^ was but a captain while directing 
the operations of fourteen armies, and bestowing 
all ranks, all commands, upon his brother officers. 
It was not till the latter part of his Directorship 
that he became colonel, and he remained colonel 

The terms of the bargidn have even been stated, and Mont- 
morin (whose execution he caused) is reported to have had 
his receipt for the money ; but the evidence of these charges is 
more than doubtful, and the best authorities have rejected it 

* These simple republicans divided their monthly alloir- 
ances into rouleaux of 12f., being their daily expenditure ; 
and three of these, unexpended, -were found in Robespierre's 
desk. 
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only wkile sovereign of the countiy. These pas- 
sages may well be cited as throwing a strong light 
upoQ the purity of his motives, when his conduct 
3S equivocal, and when the &ct is referable to either 
good motives or bad. They seem quite enough to 
prove that when he went wrong the error was one 
of the judgment, and not of the heart. 

But, if a considerable difference of opinion exists, 
and ever, will divide men's minds, upon the moral 
character of Cam6t, upon his genius for afiairs 
there can be no dispute at all. The crisis was truly 
appalling when he undertook the military admi- 
nistration of the BqpubUc. The remains of Du* 
mourier's army were chased £rom post to post; 
Valenciennes, Mentz, Cond<^ had £dlen; two 
Spanish armies attacked the line of the Pyrenees ; 
another invasion was advancing from Piedmont on 
that of the Alps ; La Vendue was in the hands of 
the rebels, who threatened the capital itself of the 
province to the number of 40,000 armed peasantry^ 
of aU troops the most formidable in such a country ; 
Marseilles and Lyons had separated themselves by 
force from the Republican government; and an 
English fleet rode in the harbour of Toulom 
£very one knows how swiftly this scene was re** 
versed, the ^lerny on all points driven back, offensive 
operations resumed, the neighbouring countries 
subjugated, and the terrible SepubHc installed as 
the Conqueror of Europe, instead of expecting her 

VOL. IV. o 
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fate at the hands of a hundred foes. In less than a 
year and a half of this unparalleled administratloo, 
the brilliant results of the campaign were 27 vic- 
tories, 8 of them in pitched battles ; 1 20 successful 
actions of lesser moment; 116 regular fortresses 
or great towns taken, 36 of them after r^^lar 
sieges, and 230 lesser forts carried ; 80,000 of the 
enemy slain, 91,000 made prisoners, 3800 cannon, 
70,000 muskets, and 90 colours captured. These 
marvels are known to the world, and on these the 
splendid fame of thb great man rests. But it is 
not so well known that he conducted alone the 
whole correspondence of fourteen armies ; that 
wherever he could not repose absolute confidence 
in his General, he gave his detailed instructions 
from Paris ; that from time to time he repaired to 
the spot and saw that his orders were followed, or 
informed himself how they should be modified, 
sometimes making the circuit of five or six armies 
during one tour of inspection ; and that, where the 
fortune of a battle was that of the nation, as at 
Wattignies, and his taking the field in person could 
turn the fate of the day, he put himself, in his civic 
dress, at the head of the troops, and, after per- 
forming prodigies of valour, gained a decisive 
victory, and saved the Capital itself. In the whole 
history of war and of administration there is perhaps 
no second instance of anything like his instructions 
to Pichegru for the campaign of 1794. Hardly a 
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battle was fought, or a place masked, or a siege 
formed, or a corps posted, that these orders did 
not previously designate and arrange ; nor does the 
narrative of that victorious campaign differ from 
the previous orders for conducting it, except in the 
tense of the verbs employed, and in the filling up 
a few names of the more obscure places, or the 
less important af&irs. 

It renudns to apply the severest and the surest 
of all tests to his brilliant career, — the value of the 
men whom he promoted, and by whom he was 
served. Heche's merit he at once discovered while 
a Serjeant of foot, from a plan of operations which 
he had given in. Buonaparte himself was placed 
by him at the head of the great Army of Italy, 
while wholly unknown by any achievement, except 
by the genius which he showed at Paris in his dis- 
positions for fighting the Battle of the Sections. 
He was then a young man of five-and-twenty, and 
had never shown any talent in regular war except 
on a very small scale at the si^;e of Toulon. 
Cam6t, without any hesitation, after observing his 
conduct at Paris, gave him the chief command of 
the Republic's most important and difficult cam- 
paign, against the whole force of Austria and 
Italy. It might suit the Emperor's views after- 
wards to forget the obligation which he owed, and 
to seek a poor justification of his ingratitude in 
attempting to undervalue his patron, of whose 

q2 
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military adminifltration he often spoke slightingly 
to his courtiers. But a letter now li« befoxe me, 
dated 10 Floreal, An 4 (June, 1796), from hia 
head-quarters at Cherasco, after the batldes of Liodi 
and Areola, in which he tells Cam6t, then Director, 
and ^ain at the head of the War Deparliaent, 
that the treaty with Sardinia ^lables him to receive 
communications through Turin in half the time of 
the longer roote, and adds, " Je pourrais done 
recevoir promptement vos ordres et connaitre vos 
intentions pour la direction kdonner kl*armee ;'' 
and in a former letter to the Finance Minister he 
had said, "that with the command of tl» army he 
had received a plan of offensiye war prescribed to 
him, and the execution of which required pnnnpt 
measures and extraordinary funds." A despatch 
of Camdt's is also before me of a somewhat earlier 
date, chalking out generally the plan of operations ; 
generally, no doubt ; for the Great Director well 
knew when to tie down his instruments by special 
instructions, and when td leave a large latitude to 
those who deserved and obtained his entire con- 
fidence. 

It is mmecessary to add that the other generals, 
at the same time employed to carry the French flag 
in triumph over Europe, were also men of first- 
rate military capacity — ^Massdna, Joubert, Lannes, 
Moreau. Nor ought we to forget that the r&- 
sources of all other sciences were brought by the 
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War Minister to bear upon the militaiy art ; that 
by him chemistry, geodesy, meehanies, aerostation 
itself, were laid under cootribntioB for the benefit 
of the tactician ; that, above all, the foundations 
were laid of that mi^ifie^il system of Public 
Education so invaluable for all the departments of 
the state, the Polyteehnic School, one of the most 
glorious monuments of the spirit of improvement 
that have survived the changes of botli Revolution 
and Restoration. 

When Carndt quitted the Committee oi Public 
Safety in the latter part of 1794, the confidence of 
his countrymen was fi%nally manifested towards 
him. No fewer than fourteen places chose him at 
once for their representative in the Council of Five 
Hundred. In 17d5 he accepted the place of Di- 
rector and the Administration of the War Depart- 
ment, at a moment of almost as great puMic disaster 
as when he first came into the executive government 
two years befi»re. Had any seifiah fieeling ever 
found a place in his bo8ora,-^above all, had personal 
vanity been its inmate,— he would have held aloof 
at this crisis of afSuxB^ le&, the new constitution to 
work its way, and let the world belirre that, as 
disaster had succeeded to victory when he quitted 
the government, so all the military gjory of France 
was bound up in his miBiBtiy* But he scorned all 
personal feelings; he knew only the motives of a 
statesman, harboured only the sentiments of a 
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patriot, acknowledged only the claims of hiscoantiy. 
At once he obeyed her summons, and in a few weeks 
victory again resorted to her standard. 

So brilliant a career was destined to a premature 
close. It is believed by most observers, that at 
every period of the Revolution the great m^ority 
of the French, people, except in the capital, w^re 
adverse to republican principles ;* and the elections 
of 1797, the first that were held under the new 
constitution, returned a majority of Royalists and 
moderate Beformeis to the Councils. The first 
acts of the new representatives showed for what 
they were prepared. In the person of Pich^ru, a 
noted Bbyalist was elected President of the Five 
Hundred; and counter-revolutionary propositions 
were openly discussed in that assembly. The 

* The saying of Barrere is veil known : -" II y a nne 
r^publique — il n'y a pas de r^publicains." SoTilavie, for- 
merly a member of the Gironde, boasted that his party, on 
the 10th of August, accomplished what was plainly ** against 
the wishes of the country/' t. e. the destruction of mo- 
narchy, "with 3000 workmen." Petion declared that at 
that time there were only five republicans in all France. 
CoUot d'Herbois and Merlin de Thionville, in an altercation 
with him, said, " Nous ayons fut le dix d'Aoi^t sans vous, et 
nous aliens faire la r^publique oontre vous." Nay, as late 
as 3rd July, 1791, we find Merlin (Douay) himself speaking 
of the abolition of royalty with horror, as the synonyme of 
« une guerre civile aSreuse," and arguing on the utter im- 
possibility of forming a republic in an extensive country. 
\M^, de Lafayette^ iii. 383. Leltre de Merlin,) 
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majority of the Directory formed their determi- 
nation with promptitude ; and resolved upon an 
act of violence (coup d*eta£) for which they found 
a precedent in the history of Oliver Cromwell, 
who had purged the Parliament of all doubtful 
members by a military force stationed at the door. 
To this proposition Cam6t, however he might 
lament the unfavourable aspect of the majority in 
the new Councils, steadily refused his consent. 
As soon as he was aware of the intentions of his 
colleagues, he might have secured himself and 
destroyed them by at once denouncing their plot to 
those bodies. But he was far above all acts that 
even wore the semblance of treachery ; and he 
became the sacrifice to his unchangeable integrity. 
Proscribed with the party which he most disliked, 
and proscribed because he would not join in break- 
ing the law to reach them and to destroy them, he 
narrowly escaped alive, and he led the life of an 
exile from the country he had twice saved, until, 
after some years of disgrace, distraction, and de- 
feat, the never-failing consequences of his quitting 
office, he was recalled by the revolution which 
destroyed the Directorial power, and placed Na- 
poleon upon the Consular throne. 

In that retirement his ^vourite science was his 
constant resource. His mathematical studies, never 
wholly abandoned, were resumed with all the zeal 
of his younger years, and the fruit of these worthy 
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occupations was the composition of those works 
which give hun so high a place among mathema- 
ticians. Even in an age when analytical methods 
have eclipsed the more beautiful, though &r less 
powerful, investigations of geometry, his G4mmetrie 
de kt Pwitkm is justly admired for the sing^ular 
degance and une3q)ected generality - of the theo- 
rems,* as well as the acuteness of many of its 
general doctrines.'l' His treatise on the PrincipleB 
of the different departments of the Calculus is a 
mastarly work, alike admirable for its clearness, 
its profound sagacity, and its happy iUustrations. 
Nor can any writer be named who has so well de- 
scribed and explained the Calculus of Variations 
as he has done in that work. In these sublime 
researches this great patriot sought consolation 
amidst the misfortunes which the incapacity and the 
profligacy of his former colleagues, Barras, Bewbel, 
and Lepaux, were daily bringing upon France ; as 
fir as any occupation that left lam the power of 
reflecting upon passing events could yield him 
comfbrt, while he saw the fruits of his ktbours, 
the trophies which \aa victories had gained foir his 
eonntry, ravished from her — her independence once 
more threatened by foreign enemies — ^h^ bosom 
torn with intestine distractions — her territory deso* 
Htted by the projects of counter-revolution. 

♦ Chap. VI. f Disc Pi^lim. 
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From the return of Napoleon he expected the 
termination of those calamities^ and, with all the 
firiends of liberty, he hailed the elevation of the 
Consul to power with patriotic delight. Under 
him he resumed his functions as War Minister, 
but resigned them the mom^it he perceived that 
the Consul harboured projects hostile to public 
liberty. His republican attachments were recorded 
in his votes against the Consulship for Life and 
the Imperial title. He remained in a private state, 
devoted to scientific pursuits, imtil Napoleon's 
reverses and those of France seemed to call for all 
the help she could receive from every good citizen ; 
and he then wrote that memorable letter, which, 
in a few simple words, expressed at once his 
devotion to his country and his adherence to the 
principles of freedom. The concluding sentence 
is remarkable. After making a tender of his 
military services in modest terms, he adds — ^^ II 
est encore tems pour vous. Sire, de conqu^rir une 
paix glorieuse et de fidre que Famour du grand 
peuple vous soit rendu." The oflfer was at once 
accepted, and he was sent to defend Antwerp, 
where his military genius shone ccmspicuous, but 
was eclipsed by his tender care of the inhabitants ; 
and they addressed to him, on his departure, a 
wish, at once simple and afiecting, to possess in 
their great church some memorial of a governor so 
much respected and so dearly loved. 

g3 
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The last words that Napoleon addressed to him 
when he left Paris after the battle of Waterloo 
are remarkable, and they carry a memorable less(m 
to shortsighted, ambitious, and unprincipled men. 
" Carnot, je vous ai connu trap tard!'* Truly 
tyrants, and they who would play the tyrant's part, 
are the last to make acquaintance with the worth 
of such men as Camot. Far sweeter to their ear 
is the accent of flattery, the soft tone of assent and 
obeisance, than the stem, grating, hoarse, sound of 
the independent voice, the honest and natural strains 
that convey whoksome truth, and threaten manly 
resistance to wicked schemes. Had the virtue of 
Washington found any place in Napolecm's foosom, 
the first man clasped to it would have been the 
inflexible republican, the indomitable patriot, the 
untameable lover of freedom, who regarded all his 
own glories, all his triumphs over the enemy, as 
nothing, unless they subdued the foes of liberty 
and of France. But he who only valued his 
victories as a ladder to the throne — ^who. made no 
account of hia laurels unless as they cov«:ed the 
fruit, the forbidden fruit, of arbitrary power — only 
followed the bent of his evil nature, in driving far 
from him an eye he durst not meet, a look which 
reproached him, and an arm whose vengeance 
conscience told him he deserved to encounter. 
The stuff of which he would make his courtiers 
was &r diflerent from Carndt's. His palace-gates 
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'' flew open to the congenial spirits of the courtly 

'' parasites, whom, be it spoken with respect as with 

^' shame, the National Institute contained within its 

^ body, who, by an unanimous vote,* as disgraceful 

1.' * It kjbir here to note that there vas a colour at least 

f of law for Cam&fg exclusion; because the Directory b&d 

passed a decree or forced it upon the legislature truncated by 

the act of violence just committed, — and that decree declared 

^ air the persons proscribed to have forfeited their civil rights. 

r * Nevertheless, to regard such a mockery of law as binding 

J on the Institute was unpardonable ; and, at any rate, no 

human power could have obliged that body to fill up the 

' vacancy, which it did by an unanimous and an immediate* 

' vote. In 1814 an attempt was made once more to exclude- 

[ Camot at the Restoration. M. Arago, then a very young. 

man (only 26 years old), and by much the youngest member 

of thie Institute, declared that he should resist by every 

means in his power the filling up such a vacancy, and thus 

prevented the Crown from insisting upon Camot's exclusion. 

When this was, during the cent jours, told to Napoleon by 

the General himself he was much struck with it, expressed 

himself in terms of great admiration, probably reflected 

somewhat painfhlly upon his own very different conduct in 

consenting to be the successor of his patron 17 years before ; 

but had the magnanimity nevertheless to bestow upon M. 

Arago the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour. — The 

excellent and learned Niebnhr has recorded his admiration 

of Camdt in striking language : *< He is in some points the 

. greatest man of thb century. His virtue is of an exalted 

kind. When he invents a new system of tactics, hastens to 

the army, teaches it how to conquer by means of them, and 

then returns to his government at Paris, he appears great 

indeed 1 While engaged in making plans for the operations 

of five armies, he wrote a mathematical work of the highest 



136 STATESMEN OF TIME OV OSOBGE III. ** 

as ever proceeded firom even literary seryilily, 
erased Camdt's name from their lists, when he was 
persecuted for refusing to violate the constitutioo, 
and with one voice elected Buonaparte in his 
stead. 

' The Restoration, which was only oonsiuBmated 
in 1815 after the second occupation of Paris, drove 
this illustrious statesman and warrior a second time, 
and for the rest of his days, into exile — an exile 
far more honourable than any Ck>urt &vour, because 
it might have been averted by the suppleness and 
the time-serving so dear to Princes, the abandon- 
ment of long-cherished principles, the sacrifioe of 
deep-rooted opinions ; those compliances, and that 
apostacy, which are more soothing to the Royal 
taste, in proportion as they m<»e tarnish the cha- 
racter, and are never so much relished as when the 
name is the most &mous which they dishonour. 
Yet let it never be forgotten that Princes are 
nurtured in &lsehood by the atmosfphere of lies 
which envelopes thdr palace; steeled against 
natural sympathies by the selfish natures of all 
that surround them; hardened in cruelty, partly 
indeed by the fears incident to their position, but 

character, and composed very agreeable little poems. He 
was a mighty genius I However I may differ fh>m his 
pofitical TiewB, there is a republican greatness in him wtSA 
commands respect My love for him may be an anomaly ; 
yet so it is. Had I nothing left in the wide world bat a 
crust of bread, I should be proud of sharing it with Canot* 
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partly too by the unfeeling creatures, the &ctitious, 
the unnatural productions of a Court, whom alone 
they deal with ; trained for tyrants by the prostra- 
tion which they find in all the minds they come in 
contact with ; encouraged to domineer by the un- 
resisting medium through which all their steps to 
power and its abuse are made. It is not more 
true that the vulture is hatched by the parent bird 
from her egg in her bloodstained nest, than that 
the parasite courtier in the palace is the legitimate 
father of the tyrant. 

Let not the page that records such deeds, such 
virtues, and such sacrifices as Cam6t's, and places 
in contrast with th^m the perfidy and the ingratitude 
which rewarded them, be read only as the amuse- 
ment of a vacant hour, or to gratify the vulgar 
curiosity raised by a celebrated name. That page 
is fitted to convey a great moral lesson both to the 
potentates who vex mankind, and to the world 
whose weakness and whose baseness both perverts 
their nature to mischief, and arms it with the power 
of doing harm. While the tyrant is justly loathed 
— ^while rational men shall never cease to repeat 
the descriptive words, ^^ non ullum monstrum nee 
foodius, nee tetrius, neque dis hominibusque invisius 
tena genuit ; qui quamquam formH hominis, tamen 
immanitate morum vastissimas vincit belluas"-* 
while no excuse nor any palliation for his crimes 
can ever be admitted irom any consideration of 
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other men's follies or vices — yet is it at the same 
time just, and it is also useful, to bear perpetually 
in mind how impracticable would be all the schemes 
of despots, if the people were not the willing ac- 
complices in their own subjugation. Well indeed 
might Napoleon hope to enslave France on his 
return, more easily than he ever hoped to conquer 
Egypt, when he observed that, before be fared 
forth upon his adventurous expedition to the ESast, 
the greatest men whom science enrolled among her 
votaries were capable of the baseness which ex- 
pelled from their Academy one of its most brilliant 
members, only because to a scientific renown equal 
with their own he added the imperishable glory of 
being a martyr to the cause of law and justice ! 
Well might the victorious soldier regard France 
as a country fitted to be ruled with an iron rod, 
wh^n he saw the whole people quail before three 
corrupt tyrants, and drive from their soil the 
illustrious patriot whose genius and whose valour 
had twice saved it from a foreign yoke ! Well 
might the Bourbons, whom Napoleon's mad ambi- 
tion had replaced on the throne, verify the saying, 
that the worst of Revolutions is a Restoration, 
when the French people suffered them without a 
murmur to proscribe the author of all those victories 
which had made them famous throughout the world, 
leaving to die, in poverty and in exile, him whose 
genius had carried their banners triumphant over 
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all Europe, and whose incorruptible integrity had 
suffered him to retire penniless from the uncon- 
trolled distribution of millions ! . It was thus that 
Marlborough was driven for a season into banish- 
ment by the factious violence of the times acting 
upon a thoughtless and ungrateful people.*. It is 
thus that the coarse abuse of Wellington is, in 
our day, the favourite topic with thousands of his 
countrymen, under the absolute domination of 
those priests and demagogues whom they suffer to 
think for them, and whom they follow blindly, 
without ever exercising any will of their own more 
than if Providence had not endowed them with 
reason. But the people of all countries may be 
well assured that, as long as they become the 
willing instruments, the effective accomplicesf of 

* It must, in justice to the French nation, be borne in 
mind, that France was then occupied by the foreign armies, 
and that the article of the Convention securing a general 
amnesty for all political offenders was violated in the person 
of Camot, little to the credit of any party concerned, whether 
actively or passively. Let it be recorded to the eternal honour 
of the Prossian Government, that at Magdeburgh, where the 
illustrious exile passed his latter days, the soldiers had orders 
to salute him as often as he appeared in the streets. It is a 
similar homage to science and letters — to its own natural 
enemy, the Press — that the Prussian despotism pays in 
making its soldiers salute the statue of Guttenburg, in the 
towns of Westphalia. 

f A truly disgusting anecdote is recorded in the memoirs 
of La&yette published by his family. The Emperor Alev- 
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Boyal crimes, or of sordid and unprincipled in- 
eeadiariesy bj r^naining the passive epectators of 
such guilt, they never will be without the cuiae of 
despots — at one time crouching beneath the in- 
fliction of some hereditary scourge— at another 
betrayed by some more splendid military usurps 
•—or both betrayed; and sold, and enthralled by a 
succession of vulgar tyrants.'*^ 

ander pofiitively assured the venerable republican that he 
had done all he could to prevent the extreme ooonter-ievo- 
lutionary aqiect of the arrai^ementB at the Bestoration, and^ 
among other things, to make the King give up his &vaiirite 
date of the rdgn from 1793, but that the servility of the 
Corps L^gislati^ who came with addresses of absolute 
submission, silenced him. The Emperor spoke with as much 
scorn of their baseness as he did of the incorrigible obstinacy 
of the Bourbons, whom he declared, with the exception of 
the Duke of Orleans (Loms Philippe), as " incorrig^ et in- 
corrigibles." These vile deputies doubtless had thought to 
gain the Emperor's fiivour as much as Louis XVIIL did. 
It should be a warning to courtiers and apostates from the 
cause of the people, when they see how little Princes respect 
or thank them for the meanest oompIiance& (M6n. yoL v« 
p. 811.) 

* The reader of this account of General CacD6t will 
recognise the service rendered to the author by M. Arago's 
admirable Eloge of that great man. He was &voured widi 
the perusal of it by the kindness of his much-esteemed col- 
league before its publication. It has sinee been given to 
the world. 
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Gbeatlt inferior in capacity to Carn6t, bat of 
integrity as finn^ tempered by milder affections, 
and of as entire devotion to the principles of liberty, 
was the eminent and amiable person whose name 
heads this page ; and it is a remarkable circumstance 
that the predominating gentleness of his nature, 
supplying the want of more hardy qualities, afibrded 
him the power of resisting those with whom he 
was co-operating, when they left the right padi 
and sullied the republican banner by their excesses, 
— a power in which the more stem frame of 
Camdt's mind was fbund deficient. For it was the 
great and the rare praise of La&yette — a praise 
hardly shared by him with any other revolutionary 
chief, — that he both bore a forward part in the 
scenes of two Revolutions, and refused steadily to 
move one step &Tther in either than his principles 
justified, or his conscientious opinion of the public 
good allowed. 

In another particular he presents a singular and 
^ romantic example of devotion to the cause of 
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liberty when his own country was not concerned, 
and his station, his interests, nay, his personal 
safety, were strongly opposed to the sacrifice. A 
young nobleman, nearly connected with the highest 
families in Europe, fitted by his rank and by liis 
personal qualities to be the ornament of the greatest 
court in the world, was seen to quit the splendid 
and luxurious circle in which he had just begun to 
shine, and, smit with an uncontrollable enthusiasm 
for American freedom, to run the gauntlet of the 
police and the Bastile of France and the cruisers 
of England, that he might reach the Transatlantic 
shores, and share the victories of the popular chiefs, 
or mingle his blood with theirs. His escape to the 
theatre of glory was as difficult as if he had been 
flying from the scene of crimes. He withdrew in 
secret, travelled under a feigned name, hid himself 
under various disguises, hired a foreign vessel, 
escaped with extreme difficulty from the custom- 
house scrutiny, more than once narrowly missed 
capture on his passage, and was a proscribed man 
in his own country, until the chances of politics 
and of war threw its public councils into the same 
course which he had thus individually anticipated. 
The generous zeal which carried him into the 
New World was not his only recommendation to 
the affection and gratitude of its inhabitants. His 
gallantry in the field could only be exceeded by 
the uniform mildness and modesty of his whole 
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demeanor. Ever ready to serve wheresoever he 
could be of most use ; utterly regardless of the 
station in which he rendered his assistance, whether 
called to convey an order as an aide-de-camp, or 
to encourage the flagging valour of the troops by 
bis chivalrous example, or to lead a force through 
multiplied difficulties, or even to signalise himself 
by the hardest feat in the art of war, — commanding 
a retreat; never obtruding his counsels or his 
claims, but frankly tendering his opinion and se- 
conding the pretensions of others rather than his 
own, with the we^ht of his merits and his name — 
he endeared himself to an army jealous of fo- 
reigners, by whom they had been much deceived, 
to a people remarkable for other qualities than 
delicacy of sentiment or quickness to acknowledge 
services rendered, and to a Chief whose great na- 
ture, if it had a defect, was somewhat saturnine, 
and little apt to bestow confidence, especially 
where disparity of years, as well as military rank, 
seemed almost to prescribe a more distant de- 
meanour. The entire favour of this illustrious 
man, which he naturally prized above all other 
possessions and gloried in above all other lionours, 
be repaid by a devotion which increased his claims 
to it. When, in the jealousy of party, attempts 
were made to undermine the General's power, 
and those who would have sacrificed their country 
to gratify their personal spleen or envy were seek 
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ing to detach the young fVendunan from 
leader by the offer of a command s^Mtrate and in- 
dependent of Washington, he at onee refiised to 
hold it, and declared that he would rather be the 
aide-de-camp of the General than accept any station 
wMch could give him umbn^ for an instant. 

In order to perceire the extent of die afibcticm 
which La&yette had inspired into ti^e American 
people, we must transport ourselyes firom the ear- 
liest to the latest scenes of his life, and contempUite 
certainly the most touching spectacle of national 
feelings, and the most honourable to both parties^ 
which is anywhere to be seen in the yaried page of 
history. Half a century after the cause of Inde- 
pendence had first carried him across the Ailaiitic, 
the soldier of liberty in many clSmes, the martyr 
to principles that had made him more femSiar 
with the dungeon than with the palace of whidi 
he was bom an inmate, now grown grey in the 
service of mankind, once more crossed the sea to 
revisit the scenes of his earlier battfes, the objeeti 
of his youthful ardour, the remains of his aneieDt 
fHendships. In a country torn with a thousand fius- 
tioud, the voice of party was instantaneously hushed. 
From twelve millions of people the accents ci 
joy and gratulation at once burst forth, repeated 
through the countless cities that stud their vast ter- 
ritory, echoed over their unbounded savannahs and 
through their eternal forests. It was the gratitude 
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of the whole nation, graven on their hearts in 
characters that could not be e£hced, transmitted 
with their blood from parent to child, and seeking 
a vent, impetuous and uncontrolled, wherever its 
object, the general bene&ctor and fiiend, appeared. 
Nothing but the miracle which should have 
restored Washington from the grave could have 
drawn forth such a rapturous and such an universal 
expression of respect, esteem, and affection, as the 
reappeaxance amongst them of his £ivorite com- 
panion in arms, whose earliest years had been ge- 
nerously devoted to their service. The delicacy of 
their whole proceedings was as remarkable as the 
unanimity and the ardour which the people difr>> 
played. There was neither the doubtful vulgarity 
of natural coarseness, nor the unquestionable vul- 
garity of selfish affectation, to ofBmd the most &s- 
tidious taste. All was rational and refined. The 
constituted authorities answered to the people's 
voice — ^the Legislature itself received the nation's 
guest in the bosom of the people's representatives, 
to which he could not by law hav« access-— he was 
hailed and thanked as the bene&ctor and ally of 
the New World — and her gratitude was testified in 
munificent grants of a portion of the territory 
which he had helped to save. If there be those 
who can compare this grand manifestation of na- 
tional feeling, entertained upon reasonable grounds 
and worthy of rational men, with the exhibitions 
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of loyalty which have occasionally been made Jn 
England, and not feel somewhat humiliated by the 
contrast, they must, indeed, have strange notions 
of what becomes a manly and reflecting people. 

The part which La&yette bore in the Hevoltt- 
lions of his own country was of £ir greater im- 
portance ; and as it was played in circumstances of 
incomparably greater difficulty, so it will unavoid- 
ably give rise to a much greater diversity of opinion 
among those who judge upon its merits. In 
America, the only qualities required for gaining 
him the love and confidence of the people whom 
he had come to serve, were the gallantry of a 
chivalrous young man, the ingenuous frankness of 
his nature and his age, and his modest observance 
of their great chief. To these he added more than 
a fair share of talents for military afl&irs, and never 
committed a single error, either of judgment or 
temper, that could ruffle the current of public 
opinion which set so strongly in towards him, from 
the admiration of his generous enthusiasm for the 
independent cause. Above all, no crisis ever arose 
in American affiiirs which could make the choice 
of his course a matter of the least doubt Wash- 
ington was his polar star, and to steer by that steady 
light was to pursue the path of the purest virtue, 
the most consummate wisdom. In France, the 
scene was widely different. Far from having a 
single point in controversy, like the champions of 
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separation in the New World, the revolutionists 
of the Old had let loose the whole questions involved 
m the structure of the social system. Instead of 
one great tie being torn asunder, that which knit 
the colony to the parent State, while all other parts 
of the system were left untouched and unquestioned, 
in France the whole foundations of government, 
nay, of society itself, were laid bare, every stone 
that lay on another shaken, aiid all the super- 
structure taken to pieces, that it might be built up 
anew, on a different plan, if not on a different basis. 
To do this mighty work, the nation, far from having 
one leader of prominent authority, split itself into 
numberless Actions, each claiming the prepon- 
derancy, and even in every faction there seemed 
almost as many leaders as partizans. A whole 
people had broken loose from all restraint ; and 
while the difficulty and embarrassment of these 
mighty intestine commotions would have been above 
the reach of any wisdom and the control of any 
firnmess, had they raged alone, it was incalculably 
aggravated and complicated by the menacing at- 
titude which all Europe assumed towards the new 
order of things, portending war from the begin- 
ning, and very soon issuing in actual and formidable 
hostilities. Such was the scene into which La&y- 
ette found himself flung, with the feeble aid of his 
American experience, about as likely to qualify 
him for successfully performing his part in it, as 
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the experience of a village schoolmai^ter or a sraaH 
land-steward may be fitted to accomplish the ruler 
of a kingdom. This diversity, however, he wu 
far from perceiving, and it is even doubtful if to 
the last he had discovered it. Hence his views 
were often narrow and contracted to an aTna,zing 
degr^: he could not comprehend how things 
which had succeeded in the councils of America 
should &il with the mob of Paris, He seems never 
to have been aware of the dangers of violence^ 
which are as inseparably connected with all re- 
volution as heat is with fire or motion with explo- 
sion. His calculations were made on a system 
which took no accoimt of the agents that were to 
work it. His mechanism was formed on a theory 
that lefl out all consideration of the materiak it 
was composed of — ^far more of their friction or at 
the air's resistance ; and when it stuck fast on the 
first movement, or broke to pieces on the least 
stroke, he stood aghast, as if the laws of nature 
had been suspended, when it was only that the 
artist had never taken the trouble of consulting 
them. These remarks are peculiarly applicable to 
his conduct at the two first crises, one of which 
loosened his connexion with the devolution, and 
the other broke it ofi*, — the violent measures of the 
20th of June, 1792, when he seems, for the first 
time, to have conceived it -possible that a con- 
stitution, six months old, should be violated by the 
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multitudes who had made it in a few weeks — and 
the events of the famous 10th of August, which 
astonished him, but no ojie else, with the spectacle 
of a monarchy stripped of all substantive strength, 
overthrown by the tempest in a soil where it had 
no root, and giving place to a Bepublic, the natural 
produce of the season and the ground. 

Enamoured with that liberty for which he had 
fought and bled in America, no sooner did the 
troubles break out in France than Lafayette at 
once plunged into the revolutionary party, and 
declared himself for the change. The violences 
that attended the 14th of July he seemed to have 
laid upon the resistance made by the court ; and 
was nothing scared even by the subsequent pro* 
ceedings, which, though accompanied by no violence, 
yet inevitably led to the scenes of tumult that en* 
6ued. His error — nor is he the only deluded poli- 
tician, nor his the only times rank with such delu- 
sions — his error, his grievous error, was to take no 
alarm at any measures that could be propounded, so 
they were adopted in present peace, and to regard 
all proceedings as harmless which were clothed with 
the forms of law. The cloud in the horizon he 
saw not, because it was of the size of a man's hand ; 
but, indeed, he looked not out for it, because it 
was afar off: so when the tempest roared he was 
unprepared, and said, ^^ I bargained not for this.'* 
To no one more fitly than to him could be admi- 

VOL. IV. ^ H 
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nistered the rebuke^ '^ Les x^volations ne se font 
pas k Teau de rose ;" for their necessary connexioii 
with blood seems never to have struck him. Of 
Mr. Burke's wiser views he entertained a sapreme 
contempt ; and it b a tmlj marvellous thing thai 
the Commander-in-chief of the National Guard, 
forty thousand strong — ^heki together by no martial 
law-^^restrained by no pay-— ^ieliberating habitually 
with arms in their hands — acting one part at clubs 
or in the streets in the evening when dismissed 
from the parade, and another when called out-— 
should never have dreamt of the contagious nature 
of tumultuary fedings and anarchical principles; 
and ev^i after he had been compelled to resign the 
command on account of disorders committed by 
them, luid only could be prevailed upon to resume it 
by their swearing to abstain for the ftiture from such 
excesses, should have expected such an anomalous 
foree to continue tractable as peace-officers, and 
to maintain the rigottms discipline of practised 
troops, untainted by the surrounding licence of all 
classes. There certainly must be admitted to have 
been more than the share of simplicity (bon* 
hommie) with which men who had gone through 
a revolution on both sides of the Atlantic might 
be supposed endowed, in a person of nmture age, 
as well as large experience, being altogether con- 
founded at the 20th of June and 10th of August, 
and abjuring all connexion with a scheme of 
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change which was fbund capable of producing 
disorder. 

It is one thing to partake of the atrocities which 
80 revolted him, or even to defend them; it is 
another to be so scared with events very &r from 
being unforeseen, farther still from being out of 
the course of things in time of change, as to abjure 
the cause which those atrocities defonned foully, 
obstructed greatly, but could not alter in its 
essence and nature. It assuredly behoves all men 
to meditate deeply before they embark in a course 
which almost inevitably leads to the committing 
of popular excesses, and which may by no remote 
probability be attended with the perpetratkm ot 
the most fli^rant crimes, since it may become 
their duty not to leave the cause which they have 
espoused, merely because it has been tarnished by 
much of which they honestly disapprove. Although 
La&yette never for a moment joined the enemy ; 
although, even at the last moment of his command 
upon the frontier, and when he was placing himself 
in open hostility to the Government of Paris, he 
continued to take all possible precautions against a 
surprise by the Austrian army ; and although after 
his flight from France he rather endured a long 
and cruel captivity at the constant hazard of his 
life than lend even the countenance of a sii^e 
phrase to the cause of the despots leagued againrt 
the liberties of Ins country ; yet must it be con- 

h2 
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fessed that his quitting the troops under his orders 
exposed, and of necessity exposed, the French 
territory to the most imminent perib, and that his 
quitting France was a severe blow both to the 
cause of the Republic and to the national security. 
True, his devotion was to that cause, and his 
desertion was in abhorrence of the outrages com- 
mitted in its name by wicked men. But then it 
is equally true that he had been placed in Ms 
position by his own free consent, not drawn into 
it with his eyes shut, and that this position made 
It quite impossible to oppose the wrongs done by 
pretended republicans and to fly from the scene of 
offences, without also damaging the cause of re- 
/ publican government and shaking the very exist' 

/ ence of France as an independent state. 

But if La&yette's mistake was great, through 
the whole of the critical times in which he acted 
so eminent a part, his integrity was unimpeached, 
his reputation unsullied, his consistency unbroken. 
Having laid down to himself the rule, so safe for 
virtue, but which would keep good men at a dis- I 
tance from all revolutionary movements — never 
to hold any fellowship with crime, even for the 
salvation of the country— Hiever to do, or to suffer, 
or so much as to witness evil that good may come, 
even the supreme good of the public safety — hj 
that rule he uniformly held from the taking of the 

_ Bastile down to the excesses of June, 1792, and 
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from thence till he quitted in August the soil 
tarnished with the overthrow of the Law and the 
Constitution. To the Court, when it would encroach 
upon the rights of the nation— to the people, when 
they would infringe the prerogative of the Crown 
«— he alike presented a manful and uncompromising 
resistance. The delusion of the Boyal Family 
prevented them from perceiving his inflexible 
honesty, and they alone doubted his title to their 
entire confidence. Blinded by groundless expecta- 
tions that he would take part against the Be-> 
volution ; jud^ng his honesty by their own, and 
fancying his zeal for liberty was affected ; flattering 
themselves, in utter oblivion of his whole previous 
history, that he was an aristocrat, a royalist, nay 
an absolutist at heart, and that the patrician volun- 
teer for American freedom would stand by his 
order when the crisis arrived, their disappointment 
at finding him more honest than they had believed 
was truly princely ; for nothing is more implacable 
than, a sovereign' when he finds his calculations of 
human baseness frustrated by virtue being- un- 
expectedly found M'here its existence was supposed 
impossible. The ingratitude of the Court was in the 
proportion of this disappointment. All the great 
citizen's services to the Royal Family, whose lives 
he repeatedly had saved at the risk of his own popu- 
larity, if not of his personal safety, were forgotten. 
His resigning the command of sixty battalions of 
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National Guards, because a handfiil of them bad 
joined in insulting the King, went for notfaing. 
While Danton, whom they- represented as faaviiig 
sold himself and given his receipt for the price, w» 
trusted ; while the utmost grief was shown at the 
death of the venal Mirabeau, beoanse he tcM> iiad 
been bought; the King and Queen, in their letten 
to the Count d' Artods, then an emigrant at Coblentz, 
described La&yette as a ^'sc^hSrat et fimatiqne,** 
whom no one could confide In, shnply because no 
one could bribe him from his duty ; and the wise 
Count expressed his lively satisfiiction at finding the 
T^orts groundless of his relatives reposing any 
trust in one over whom " avarice gave no hold, as 
in Mirabeau's case; one who was a mere TnnHmuTt 
and enthusiast." Even when La&yette hurried to 
Paris from his head-quarters on the frontier, in 
order to r^ress the outrages of June, 1792, all 
pointed against the Boyal Family, the Queen said, 
" It was better to perish than owe their safety to 
La&yette and the Constitutional party ;" and Mr. 
Windham, with a degree of thoughtlessness only to 
be explained by the frenzy of his anti-Gallican 
feelings and his devotion to Mr. Burke, cited the 
same royal authority as decisive against La&yet^, 
she having been heard to say, '^ I will place myself 
between Bamave and the executioner, but Lafayette 
I never can forgive." How touching is the ad- 
mission of this unhappy princess's daughter, the 
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Duchess d' Angoulome^ on this subject ; and hov 
well does it egress the anror into wbich her 
parents had &Ueii I ^ Si iBa mere ett pu vainere 
ses preventions eontre M. de Lafayettei si on lui 
evit aooord«e plus de con&mce^ mes malbeureux 
parents vivraient encore T' This distrust of the 
General Is thus laid, and on the bigbest authority, 
upon the Queen. But no ons can doubt that a 
principal ground of it in her mind was the con«- 
viction that he never would li»d himself to her 
intrigues-*- to such fiiithless proceedings as that 
which was the main cause of Louis's £kte and her 
0WB9 the flight to Yarennesy and the declaration 
left behind, revoking all the promises previously 
made, and affirming that they had been extorted 
l^ force. 

For thk mistrust it is &r more than a recompense 
that it was confined to the Court of YersaUless. 
Men of all parties join in testifying their absolute 
belief in La&yette's inflexible integrity ; and men 
of more than ordinary sagacity and reflection have 
added that he alone passed unscathed through the 
revolutionary furnace, alone trod without a fall 
the slippery path of those changeful scenes. — '^ La 
reflexion," says Mr. Fox, in a letter on his release, 
" que vous 6tes presque tout seul en droit de faire 
d'avoir jou(^ un r61e dans ce qui s'est passe en 
France sans avoir rien a vous reprocher, doit ^tre 
bien consolante."-^" Tenez, men cher," said Napo- 
leon to him when exceedingly hurt by his consistent 



156 STATESMEN OF TIME OF GEORGE III. 

refusal to support his arbitrary government, ^' une 
belle conduite, c'est la v6tre ! Mener les affiiires de 
son pays, et en cas de naufrage n'avoir rien de 
commun avec ses ennemis, voila ce qu'il fiiut." 

The inextinguishable hatred of despots is however 
his best panegyric. No sooner had he quitted his 
command, and passed into the Prussian territorf 
on his way to a neutral country, than he was seized 
by the allied army ; and, when he refused all offers 
of joining them against his country, nay, would not 
open his mouth to give the least information which 
could aid their schemes of invasion, he and his 
companions, Latour-Maubourg and Bureaux-Posy, 
were cast into a noisome dungeon at Wezel, where^ 
for three months, rigorously separated from each 
other, they had each a sentinel day and night in 
his cell. Thence they were transferred, for a year, 
to Magdeburg, and confined in damp holes, of five 
paces long by three broad. The remaining portion 
of their five years' confinement was spent in a 
similar dungeon at Olmutz ; and to such a: pitch 
of rigour was the imprisonment carried, that, when 
his sufferings brought La&yette apparently to hb 
death-bed, and he desired to see one of his com- 
panions in misery, the permission to receive his 
last sigh was peremptorily refused. After Hve 
years of solitary confinement, such as felons who 
had committed the greatest crimes could alone 
by law be made to undergo, these fatriots, 
■"ho were not even prisoners of war, who were 
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seized and detained in utter violation of the law 
of nations, whose only offence was their having 
devoted themselves to the cause of freedom in re- 
forming the institutions of their own country, 
and having abandoned their coadjutors when they 
combined outrage with reform, were at length 
liberated by the influence of the victorious Republic 
at the courts of the princes whom her anns had 
subdued. Then there walked forth from the dark- 
ness of their noisome dungeons victims of tyranny, 
grown grey with suffering, not with years, and old 
before their time, to deplore the loss of so many 
of the best days of their lives, and to bear about 
for the residue of their existence the maladies which 
their maltreatment had engendered. Let such 
passages as this be borne in mind when men inveigh 
against the crimes of the people. The summary 
vengeance that terminates a victim's life is not 
always more harsh than the infliction of such 
torments as these ; and the cruelty thus for years 
perpetrated on men, the martyrs of liberty, merely 
because they would not be sold to their country's 
enemies, has at least this feature, more hateful than 
any that marks the excesses of popular fury : it is 
cold-blooded, it is deliberate, and never can plead 
in its justification the uncontrollable force of 
sudden excitement.*, 

♦ It 18 truly painful to perceive in Mr. Burke's correspond- 
ence lately published, the marks of his xnind being irbolly 

Hd . 



158 STATESMEN OF TIME OF GEOBGE III. 

Tlie, perhaps, overnBcrupulous nature of La&y* 
ette having led him immediately on his liberation 

perverted on all tabjeds by the " one idea" which filled il^ 
his horror of the French BeyolntioB. Of its atrocities oo 
abhorrence could be too great; but his fitculties seem to 
have been absolutely bewildered by that feeling. Thus he 
faX\s into the senseless prejudice against Lafayette of Ihe 
French Queen, and eren goes beyond her ; for he wbttUj 
disregards the foal ii^sstioe <^ his treatment by the Aes- 
trians, and is quite satisfied he should sufiEer, in whateTer 
way. The manner in which he speaks of the Queen is a 
great contrast to his public passages ; he regards her as the 
^irit of petty intrigue, and as having mined the cause. 
Uis want of practical judgment in the measures he pro- 
poses is truly marvellous. Thus when Mr. North is going 
on a mission to Corsica, Mr. Burke, as late as December 
1794, addressing Mr. Windham, then Secretary at War, 
asks, " Why he is net rather sent to Borne to form an Italian 
league and raise an army in the Ecclesiastical Sta^ (not yet 
exhausted by levies) for the defence of Corsica in the first 
instance (which he holds to be the defence of Italy), and 
after to throw in wherever it may be wanted f "•— (iv., 255.) 
Sar^y he had no greet reason to oomplain, as he continnally 
does, that his views of saving Europe were not adopted by 
practical statesmen. His preceding '* one idea" had been 
I2ie guilt of Hastings ; and his errors, almost delusions, while 
that held possession of him» have been already pointed oet 
When the two ideas concurred, the havoc made in his 
understanding was more prodigious still. He actually re- 
presents all East Indians as Jacobins 1 But nothing k 
more remarkable in this great man's history than the perfect 
contrast which is exhibited l^ his calm, profi>und, truly prao- 
tical counsel, and as truly enlightened judgment, on all qoes- 
tions of policy and of principle, as long as his faculties, free 
fW>m the dominion of those two prepossessions, have foil 
scope and fidr play. 
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to express bis strong disapproval of the cot^ d'etat 
or revolution which expelled Camot and Barthcilem j 
from the Directory, he remained abroad until the 
return of Buonaparte from Egypt, and the establish- 
ment of the Consulship. True to his principles, 
he again was found refusing all fellowship with 
him wh(»n he already perceived to have the pro- 
pensities and to be compassing the plans of a 
despot. He remained in seclusion, living in the 
bosom of his £tmily, till the £iU of the Imperial 
dynasty, and then during the first Bestoration, with 
the proceedings of which he was still ksa satisfied 
than with the Empire. At length, when the 
second entry of the allies, after the battle of 
Waterloo, gave him a voice in public affiurs, it 
was exerted to occasion Napoleon's abdication, 
with the senseless and extravagant view of pro- 
claiming the Eang of Bome Emperor, under a 
Begency — a project which, in the mind of every 
man endowed with common understanding, meant 
the second restoration of the Bourbons. This, which 
he least desired, accordingly instantly followed, 
and the pedantry of La&yette must bear much of 
the blame due to that event, and the final expulsion 
of Napoleon, — a measure which he would be a 
bold man who should now defend as the best that 
could have been adopted in the circumstances. 

In 1830 we once more find him commanding 
the National Guards, and commanding too the 
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respect and esteem of all his fellow-citizens* His 
well-known partiality for a republic again displayed 
itself; but, satisfied that no such thing was now 
possible in France, he declared himself for a 
<^ Monarchy surrounded with Bepublican Institu- 
tions.** It is, perhaps, almost as certain a truth as 
can be well stated in political science, that to main* 
tain a Monarchy there must be a circumvallation 
of Monarchical Institutions. Nor is it ea^ to 
conceive how royalty can exist, unless in mere 
name, with a military force spread over the country 
having the choice of its own officers; with a 
Chamber of Peers possessing no substantive right 
whatever, nominated by the court and stripped of 
even moderate wealth; and with such a general 
concurrence of the people in the choice of their 
representatives as must exist if those are to re- 
present the country in anything but the title they 
assume. 

That the capacity of Lafayette was. fiur less 
eminent than his virtues, we have already had 
frequent opportunity to remark. To eloquence 
he made no pretensions, but his written com* 
positions are of great merit ; clear, plain, sensible, 
often forcible in the expression of just sentiment 
and natural feeling, always marked with the sin* 
cerity so characteristic of the man. His con 
versation was unavoidably interesting, after all he 
had seen and had suffered ; but his anecdotes of the 
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American War and French Revolution vfere given 
with a peculiar liveliness and grace, set off with 
a modesty and a candour alike attractive to the 
listener. He was extremely well informed upon 
most general subjects ; had read history with care 
and discrimination ; had treasured up the lessons 
of liis own experience ; was over-scrupulous in his 
applications of these to practice, somewhat apt to 
see all things through the medium of American 
views, generally forgetting the progress that men 
had made since 1777, and almost always ready to 
abandon what he was engaged in, if it could not 
be carried on precisely according to his own con- 
scientious views of what was prudent and right. 
But in private life he was £iultless : kind, warm- 
hearted, mild, tolerant of all differences civil and 
religious, venerated in his femily, beloved by his 
friends, and respected even in his manifest errors 
by all with whom he ever held any intercourse. 
The appearance of such a personage at any time is 
of rare occurrence ; but by one .whose life was spent 
111 courts, in camps, in the turmoil of faction, in 
the disturbances of civil war, in the extremities of 
revolutionary violence, it may well be deemed a 
wonder that such a character should be displayed 
even for a season, and little short of a miracle that 
such virtue should walk through such scenes un- 
touched. 
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Among the eminent men who figured in the events 
liistory of the French Revolution, there has been 
more than one occasion for mentioning M. Talley- 
rand ; and whether in that scene, or in any portion 
of modern annals, we shall in vain look for one 
who presents a more interesting subject of histoiy. 
His whole story was marked with strange pecu- 
liarities, from the period of infancy to the latest 
scenes of a life protracted to extreme, but vigorous 
and undecayed, old age. Bom to represent one of 
the most noble families in France, an accident 
struck him with incurable lameness ; and the cruel 
habits of their pampered caste made his &mily add 
to this infliction the deprivation of his rank as 
eldest son. He was thus set aside for a brother 
whose faculties were far more crippled by nature 
than his own bodily frame had been by mischance ; 
and was condemned to the ecclesiastical state, by 
way of at once providing for him and getting rid 
of him. A powerful house, however, could not 
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£nd ia Old France much difficulty in securing 

promotion in the Church for one of its members, 

be his disposition towards its duties ever so reluctant, 

or his capacity for performing them ever so slender. 

The young Perigord was soon raised over the heads 

of numberless pious men and profound theologians, 

and became Bishop of Autun at an age when he 

had probably had little time for reflection upon hi» 

clerical functions, amidst the dissipations of the 

French capital, into which neither his personal 

misfortune, nor the domestic deposition occasioned 

by it, liad prevented him from plunging with all 

the zeal of his strenuous and indomitable nature. 

His abilities were of the highest order ; and tho 

brilliancy with which they soon shone out was well 

calculated to secure him signal success in Parisian 

society, where his rank would alone have gained 

him a high place, but where talents also, even in 

the humblest station, never £dled to rise in the 

£m^ of the aristocratic ' genius of the place/ and 

the habits of a nation of courtiers. 

The great event of modem times now converted 
all Frenchmen into politicians — ^gave to state a£^ra 
the undisturbed monopoly of interest which the 
pleasures of society had before enjoyed — and armed 
political talents with the influence which the higher 
accomplishments of refined taste and elegant man- 
ners had hitherto possessed undivided and almost 
uncontrolled. M. Talleyrand did not long hesitate 
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In choojdng his part. He sided with the Bevolutioii 
party, and continued to act with them; joining 
those patriotic members of the clerical body who 
gave np their revenues to the demands of the 
country, and sacrificed their exclusive privil^nes 
to the rights of the community. But when the 
violence of the Republican leaders, disdaining- all 
bounds of prudence, or of justice, or of humanity, 
threatened to involve the whole country in anarchy 
and blood, he quitted the scene ; and retired fu^t 
to this country, where he passed a year or two, 
and then to America, where he remained until the 
more r^^lar government of the Executive Direc- 
tory tempered the violence of the Revolution, and 
restored order to the State. Since that period he 
always filled the highest stations either at home 
or in the diplomatic service, except during a part 
of the Restoration Government, when the incurable 
jfolly of those Princes, who, as he said himself, had 
come back from their long exile without having 
either learnt or forgotten anything, deoned it 
prudent to lay upon the shelf the ablest and most 
experienced man in the country, that their councils 
might have the benefit of being swayed by the 
Polignacs and other imbecile creatures of their 
legitimate Court. 

But it is from this constant employment of M. 
Talleyrand that the principal charge against the 
integrity of his political character has been drawn. 
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The Chief Minister and CouncHlor of the Di- 
rectory, he became suddenly the chief adviser of 
the Consular Government. When Napoleon took 
the whole power to himself, he continued his Mi- 
nister. When the independence of Switzerland was 
rudely invaded, he still presided over the depart* 
ment of Foreign Affairs. When the child and 
champion of Jacobinism had laid his parent pro* 
strate in the dust, clothed himself with the Impe> 
rial purple, maltreated the Pope, and planted the 
iron crown of Italy on his own brow, the republican 
ex-bishop remained in his service. When he who 
afterwards so eloquently avowed, that ^^ General, 
Consul, Emperor, he owed all to the people," 
studied to discharge that debt by trampling on 
every popular right, the advocate of freedom was 
still to be seen by his side, and holding the pen 
through which all the rescripts of despotic power 
flowed. When the adopted Frenchman, who, with 
the dying accents of the same powerful and racy 
eloquence, desired that ^^his ashes might repose 
near the stream of the Seine, in the bosom of the 
people whom he had so much loved," was testi- 
fying the warmth of his affection by such tokens 
as the merciless conscription, and breathing out 
his tenderness in proclamations of war that wrapped 
all France and all Europe in flame — the philo- 
sophic statesman, — the friend of human improve* 
ment, — the philanthropist who had speculated 
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upon the nalufe of man, and the staructiire of 
gorermnttit in both w&Mm^ and had quitted his 
original proftssion because its olaima were in* 
imical to the progress of soeietj^-^contuuied inae* 
parably attached to thepeisoa of the nilitaay ruler, 
tJie ivarrior-tyxant ; and, ol&ough he 4SQiiatant]7 
tendered sounder adrice than ever was followed, 
never scrupled to be the executor tX Ordiiianoes 
which he strll most disapproved. The term of 
boundless, unreflecting, and miscalculating^ anabitioB 
was hastened by its CKcesses; JSia^oleon was de^ 
£Bated ; foreign powers oocupied Eranoe ; aiid the 
Emperor's Minister joined them to rsatore the 
Bourbons. With them he acted for some time, 
nor quitted them until they disclosed the self* 
destructive bent of thw leeUe and unprincipled 
minds, — ^to rule by tools incapable of any acts but 
those of sycqphancy and prostration, and animated 
by no spirit but that of blind and furious bigotiy. 
The overthrow of the dynasty once more brought 
M. Talleyrand upon the scene ; and he was ever 
after the most trusted, as the most valuable and 
skilfol, of all the new Government's advisers; 
nor have the wisdom and the firmness of any coun* 
sels, except indeed those of the Monarch himself, 
contributed so signally as M. Talleyrand's to the 
successful administration of that great Prince, in 
the unparalleled difficulties of his truly arduous 
position. 
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That these vidl-kaown passages in M. Talley- 
land's life indicate a lUsposition to be on the 
successful side, without any very nice regard to its 
real maits, can hardly be denied ; and when &cts, 
80 pregnant with evidence, are befool the reader, 
be has not merely materials for judging of the 
dbaracter to which thef relate, but may almost be 
said to have had its lineaments presented to his 
view, without the aid of the historian's pencil to 
pourtray them. But the just discrimination of the 
historian is still wanting to complete the picture ; 
both by filling va^ the outline, and by correctiRg it 
when hastily drawn from imperfect materials. 
Other passages of the ILfe may be brought forward : 
explanations may be given c^ doubtful actions; 
apparent inconsistencies nmy be reconciled ; and 
charges, which at first sig^t seemed correctly 
gathered from the fact^ may be aggravated, exte- 
nuated, or repelled, by a more enlarged and a 
more judicial view of the whole subject. That 
the inferences fiiirly deduced fnnn M. Talleyrand's 
public life can be whc^y countervailed by any 
minuteness of examination, or explained away by 
any ingenuity of comment, it would be absurd to 
assert ; yet it is only doing justice to comprise in 
our estimate of his merits some things not usually 
taken into the account by those who censure his 
conduct, and who pronounce him — ^merely upon the 
view of his having borne part in such opposite 
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systems of policy, and acted with such various 
combinations of party — to have been a person 
singularly void of public principle, and whose 
individual interest was always his god* 

His conduct towards the caste he belonged to 
has been remarked upon with severity. But to 
that caste he owed only cruel and heartless oppres- 
sion, and all for an accident that befell him in the 
cradle. He was not only disinherited, but he 
literally never was allowed to sleep under his 
Other's roof. His demeanour, in respect to sacred 
matters, unbecoming his profession as a priest, 
has called down censures of a far graver de- 
scription. But he Mas made by force to enter a 
profession which he abhorred ; and upon those 
who forced him, not upon himself, falls the blame 
of his conduct having been unsuited to the cloth 
which they compelled him to wear. It, moreover, 
is true, but it has been always forgotten in the 
attacks upon his ecclesiastical character, that he 
gallantly undertook the defence of his sacred order, 
at a time when such devotion to a most unpopular 
body exposed him to destruction. That he went 
into exile, leaving his fortune behind and subsisting 
when abroad upon the sale of his books, rather than 
be contaminated by any share whatever in the 
enormities of the first Revolution, is a circumstance 
equally true and equally kept in the shade by his 
traducers. When the dissipations of his earlier 
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years are chronicled, no allusion is ever made to 
^ the severity of his studies at the Sorbonne, where 
he was only known as a young man of haughty 
demeanour and silent habits, who lived buried 
among his books. Unable to deny his wit, and 
overcome by the charms of his conversation, 
envious men have refused him even solid capacity, 
and the merit of having rendered more important 
services to society ; but they have only been able 
to make this denial by forgetting the profound 
discourse upon Lotteries which laid the founda- 
tion of his fame; and the works upon Public 
Education, upon Weights and Measures, and upon 
Colonial Policy, which raised the superstructure. 
No mitigation of the judgment pronounced on his 
accommodating, or what has perhaps justly been 
called his time-serving, propensities, has ever been 
effected by viewing the courage which he showed 
in opposing Napoleon's Spanish war; the still 
more dangerous energy with which he defended 
the clerical body in his diocese at a time full of 
every kind of peril to political integrity ; and his 
exclusion from power by the restored dynasty, 
whose return to the French throne was nuiinly the 
work of his hands, but whose service he quitted 
rather than concur in a policy humiliating to his 
country. Nor has any account been taken of the 
difficult state of affairs, and the imminent risk of 
hopeless anarchy on the one hand, or complete 
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conquest on the other, to which Franee was ex- 
posed bj the fortune of war, and the hazards of. 
revolution; — an alternative presented to him in 
more than one of those most critical emergencies 
in which he was called to decide for his country as 
well as himself. Yet all these circumstances must 
be weighed together with the mere foet of his 
successive adhesion to so many governments, if we 
would avoid doing his memory the grossest injus- 
tice, and escape the most manifest error in that 
fiur estimate of his poBtical virtue which it should 
be our object to form. 

But if the int^prity of this famous personage be 
the subject of unavoidable controversy, and if oar 
opinion regarding it must of necessity be clouded 
with some doubt, and at best be difficult satis- 
&ctorily to fix— upcn the taknts with which he 
was gifted, and his snccessfol cultivation of them, 
there can be no question at all ; and our view of 
them is unclouded and clear. His capacity was 
most vigorous and enlarged. Few men have ever 
been endowed with a stronger natural under- 
standing ; or have given it a more diligent culture, 
with a view to the pursuits in which he was to 
employ it. His singular acuteness could at once 
penetrate every subject ; his clearness of percepti<Hi 
at a glance uuiavelled all complications, and pre- 
sented each mister distinct and unencumbered; 
his sound, plain, manly sense, at a blow got rid of 



PRINCE TAI.LEYHANI>. 171 

all the husk, and pierced immediately to the kernel. 
A cloud of words was wholly thrown away upon 
him ; he cared nothing for all the declamation in 
the world; ingenious topics, fine comparisons, 
cases in point, epigrammatic sentences, all passed 
innocuous over his head. So the storms of passion 
blew unheeded past one whose temper nothing 
could ruffle, and whose path towards his object 
nothing could obstruct. It was a lesson and a 
study, as well as a marvel, to see him disconcert, 
with a look of his keen eye, or a motion of his 
chin, a whole piece of wordy talk, and fkr-fetched 
and fine-spun argument, without condescending to 
utter, in the deep tones of his most powerful voice, 
so much as a word or an interjection ; — ^far less to 
overthrow the flimsy structure with an irresistible 
remark, or consume it with a withering sarcasm. 
Whoever convened with him, or saw him in con- 
versation, at once learnt both how dangerous a 
thing it was to indulge before him in loose prosing, 
or in &lse reasoning, or in frothy declamation ; 
and how &tal an error he would commit who 
should take the veteran statesman's good-natured 
smile for an innocent insensibility to the ludicrous, 
and his apparently passive want of all efibrt for 
permanent indolence of mind. There are many 
living examples of persons not meanly gifted who, 
in the calm of his placid society, have been 
wrecked among such shoals as these. 
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But his political sagacity was above all his other 
great qualities ; and it was derived from the natural 
perspicacity to which we have adverted, and that 
consummate knowledge of mankind — that swift and 
sure tact of character — into which his long and 
varied experience had matured the faculties of his 
manly, yet subtle understanding. If never to 
be deluded by foolish measures, nor ever to be 
deceived by cunning men, be among the highest 
perfections of the practical statesman, where shall 
we look for any one who preferred stronger claims 
to this character ? But his statesmanship was of no 
vulgar cast. He despised the silly, the easy, and 
false old maxims which inculcate universal distrust, 
whether of unknown men or of novel measures, as 
much as he did the folly of those whose facility is 
an advertisement for impostors or for enthusiasts 
to make dupes of them. His was the skill which 
knew as well where to give his confidence as to 
withhold it ; and he knew full surely that the whole 
difficulty of the politicskl art consists in being able 
to say whether any given person or scheme belongs 
to the right class or to the wrong. It would be very 
untrue to affirm that he never wilfully deceived 
others; but it would probably be still more 
erroneous to admit that he ever in his life was 
deceived. So he held in utter scorn the affected 
wisdom of those who think they prove themselves 
sound practical men by holding cheap every pro- 
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posal to which the world has been little or not at 
all accustomed, and which relies for its support on 
principles rarely resorted to. His own plan for 
maintaining the peace and independenee of Belgium 
may be cited as an example of a policy at once re- 
fined and profound. He would have had it made 
the resort of the fine arts and of letters, with only 
force enough to preserve its doniestic peace, and 
trusting f<ot its protection to the general abhorrence 
which all Euifope must hai^e, in these times, of any 
proceeding hostile to such a power. 

Although M. Talleyrand never cultivated the 
art of oratory, f^ his brilliant wit, enlivening a 
^Constant vein of deep sense and original observa- 
tion, and his extraordinary mastery over all the 
resources of the language in which he expressed 
himself, gave t<) the efibrts of his pen, as well as to 
his conversation, a relish, a charm, and a grace, 
that few indeed have ever attained, and certainly 
none have slstrpassed. His thorough familiarity 
with the best writers of his own (Sbuntry was mani- 
fest in all his compositions, as well as in his talk ; 
which, however, was too completfely modulated to 
the tone of the most refilled society, ever to wear 
the least i^eai^bae^ of pedantry. To dte examples 
of the felicitotts tiifns of his expl-^ssion in writing, 
would be to take almost any passage at tandom of 
the few works whieh he has left. But the follow- 
ing description of the American Planter may suffice 

VOL. IV. 1 



174 8TAT£SM£ir OF TIMS OF GXORGX III. 

to show how he could paint moral as well as 
natural scenery. The writers of a less severe 
school might envy its poetical effect, and might 
perhaps learn how possible it is to be pointed and 
epigrammatic without being affected, and senti* 
mental without being mawkbh. 

'* Le bacheron Am^ricain ne s'interesse k rien ; toate id^ 
sensible est loin de Ini ; ces branches u ^^gamment jettees 
par la nature, nn beau feiiillage» nne oonleor vive qui aninie 
une partie da bois, un verd plus fort qui en assombroit one 
autre, tout cela n'est rien : il n*a de souvenir 2^ placer nulle 
part: c'est la quantity de coups de hache qu'il fiiut qull 
donne pour abattre un arbre, qui est son unique id^ II n'a 
point plante ; il n'en sait point les plaisin. L'arbre qu'D 
planteroit n'est bon h rien pour lui ; car jamais il ne le verra 
assez fort pour qu'il puisse Tabattre : c'est de d^truire qui le 
fait yivre : on ditruit paivtout : aussi tout lieu lui est bon ; il 
ne tieut pas au champ oU il a plao^ son travail, paroe que 
son travail n'est que de la fatigue, et qu'aucune id^ donee 
n'y est jointe. Ce qui sort de ses mains ne passe point par 
toutes les croissanoes si attachantes pour le cultivateur ; il ne 
suit pas la destin^e de ses productions ; il ne oonnoit par le 
plaisir des nouveaux essais : et si en si'en aUant il n'oublie 
pas sa hache, il ne husse pas de regrets Ut oU il a vecu dea 
ann^." 

Of his truly inimitable conversation, and the 
mixture of strong masculine sense and exquisitely 
witty turns in which it abounded, — ^independently 
of the interest and the solid value which it derived 
from a rich fund of anecdote, delivered in the 
smallest number possible of the most happy and 
niost appropriate words possible, — it would indeed 
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be difficult to convey an adequate idea. His own 
powers of picturesque and wonderfully condensed 
expression would be hardly sufficient to present a 
portrait of its various and striking beauties. Sim- 
pie and natural, yet abounding in the most sudden 
and unexpected turns — ^full of point, yet evidently 
the inspiration of the moment, and therefore more 
absolutely to the purpose than if it had been the 
laboured effort of a day's reflection, a single word 
often performing the office of sentences, nay, a 
tone not unfrequently rendering many words super* 
fluous — always the phrase most perfectly suitable 
selected, and its place most happily chosen — all 
this is literally correct, and no picture of fancy, 
but a mere abridgment and transcript of the mar- 
vellous original ; and yet it all fiills very short of 
conveying its lineaments, and fails still more to 
render its colouring and its shades. For there 
was a constant gaiety of manner, which had the 
mirthful aspect of good humour, even on the eve 
or on the morrow of some flash in which his witty 
raillery had wrapt a subject or a person in ridicule, 
or of some torrent in which his satire had descended 
instantaneous but destructive — there was an arch- 
ness of malice, when more than ordinary execution 
must be dcHie, that defied the pencil of the de- 
scriber, as it did the attempts of the imitators- 
there were manners the most perfect in ease, in 
grace, in flexibility — ^there was the voice of siiigu- 

i2 
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lar depth and modulatibii, and the counteDanoe 
alike fitted to express earnest respect, unostentatious 
contempt, and bland complacency — «ind all this 
most really have been witnessed to be accurately 
understood. His sayings — his moU^ as the French 
have it — are renowned ; but these almie convey ao 
imper^t idea of his whole coni^ersation. They 
show indeed the powers of his wit, Mid the i^city 
of his concise diction ; and they have a peculiarity 
of style, such tiiat, if shown without a name, no 
one could foe at a loss to whom he should attribute 
them. But they are fitr enough from eompledng 
the sketch of his conversation to those who netet 
heard it. A few instances may, ho^v^i'er, be given, 
chiefly to illustrate what has been said of his cha- 
racteristic conciseness and selection. 

Being asked if a certain authoress, whom he had 
long since known, but who belonged rather to the 
last age, was not " un peu ennuyeuse,'' ** Du 
tout," said he; ^'elle ^tait parfaitement ennu- 
yeu^e."^ — A gentleman in company was one day 
making a somewhat asealons eulogy of his mother's 
beauty, dwelling upon the topic at uncalled-for 
length — ^he himself having certainly inherited no 
portion of diat kind under the marriage of his pa* 
rents. — ^**C'«5tait, done, monsieur votre p^ qui 
apparemment n'tltait pas trop bien," was tiie re- 
mark which at once released the circle from the 
subject. — When Madame de Stael published her 
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celebi»ted noyel of Ih^hme^ she was su|^)osed to 
have paiirted herself m iihe peraoo of the heroine, 
aad M. Talleynoid in that of an elderly kdj, who 
is one of the prineipal characters. ^ On me dit 
(said he, the first time be met her) que nous 
sommes toos les deux dans Totre romaa, dt^guis^s 
en lemrne.**— *-Bulhi^:es, the celebrated author of 
the work on tiie Pelish Revolution, having said, 
^' Je n'ai faXi qu'uft m^hancet(f de ma vie ;'^ ^^ Et 
quand finirar4-elle?** was M. TaUeyrand's reply. — 
'< Geneve est enm^euse, B'es^H^e pas?^' asked a 
friend; '^Surtout quand en s'y am«ise," was the 
aBswer.—- ^^ 13Ie est msapfHnrtable '* (said he, with 
nmrfced emphasis, of <h» well known ; Imt as if he 
had gone too fiir, and te take off something of what 
he bad laid on, he added) ^' £Me n*a que ce d^ut- 
la.** — " Ah, je sens les tourmens d'ienfer,'* said a 
person whose Mfe lad been supposed to be some- 
what of the loosest. '*D<g^?*** was the inquiry 
suggested to M. Talleyraaad. — Nor ought we to 
pass over the only fnd that ever will be recorded 
of Charles X., uttered on his return to France in 
IB 14, on seeing, like our second Charles at a 
similar reception, that the adversaries of his £imily 
had disappeared, " II n'y a qu*un Fran^ais de plus." 

* Certainly k came naturally to him : it is, however, not 
original. The Cardinal de Retz's physician is said to have 
made a similar exclamation on a like occasion: — '<Dej2^ 
Monseigneur?'' 
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This vas the suggestion of M. Talleyrand. He 
aflerwaids proposed, in like manner, to Charles's 
successor, that the foolish freaks of the Duchesse de 
Berri should be visited with this rescript to her and 
lier faction — ^' Madame, il n'j a plus d'espoir pour 
vous. Yous serez jug^e, condamn^, et graci^." 
Of his temper and disposition in domestic life, it 
remains to speak; and nothing could be more 
perfect than these. If it be true, which is, how- 
ever, more than questionable, that a life of public 
business hardens the heart ; if this be &r more cer- 
tainly the tendency of a life much chequered with 
various fortune ; if he is almost certain to lose his 
natural sympathies with mankind, who has in his 
earliest years tasted the bitter cup of cruel and un- 
natural treatment, commended to his lips by the 
hands that should have cherished him; if, above 
all, a youth of fiishionable dis»pation and intrigue, 
such as M. Talleyrand, like most of our own great 
men, undeniably led, has, in almost every instance, 
been found to eradicate the softer domestic feelings, 
and to plant every selfish weed in the cold soil of a 
neglected bosom — surely it is no small praise of his 
kindly and generous nature, that we are entitled to 
record how marked an exception he formed to all 
these rules. While it would be a foolish and a 
needless exaggeration to represent him as careless 
of his own interest, or ambition, or gratification, at 
any period of his life, it is nevertheless quite true 
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that his disposition continued to the last gentle 
and kindly ; that he not only entertained through- 
out the tempest of the revolutionary anarchy the 
strongest abhorrence of all yiolent and cruel deeds, 
but exerted his utmost influence in mitigating the 
excesses which led to them in others ; that his love 
of peace in all its blessed departments, whether 
tranquillity at home, or amity and good-will abroad, 
was the incessant object of his labours; that, in 
domestic life, he was of a peculiarly placid temper, 
And full of warm and steady affections. His 
aversion to all violent courses was, indeed, in some 
instances, carried to a length which prevented his 
wonted calmness of judgment, and his constant and 
characteristic love of justice even when an adver- 
sary was concerned, from having their free scope. 
He never could speak with patience of Cam6t, for 
having continued, during the Reign of Terror, to 
serve and to save bis country by directing the war 
which defended her against Europe in arms ; — for- 
getting how much less could be urged fi)r his own 
conduct under the profligate and tyrannical Direc- 
tory of 1797 and 1798, under the conscriptions of 
Napoleon, and under the military occupation of 
the Allies,— even admitting his predominant desire 
to prevent anarchy and conquest, — ^than might 
roost fairly be offered in defence of that illustrious 
Republican's inflexible and uncompromising, though 
stern and undaunted virtue. 
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Aft£& La&yette had quitted tlie ttimLes oi the 
Republic, de&eed by the erimfifi of 1792, and Car- 
n6t himself^ long the (yi«otor of their marvellous 
achieveme&ts, and standing by hia eousubry in spite 
of all the excesses by wUck she wa9 diafiguzed, 
had at leugth been driveu from her side h^ the 
evil men that swayed her destuiies, vletory, loog 
so &miliar to the Frei^ people^ wa» for a season 
estranged fhwi thess^ and the period of theiv eoa- 
quests seemed at last to have ajnived. A new and 
yet more triumphant oom^se wa^ tiben heg^nn, under 
the genius of Napoleon Siuonaparle, certainly the 
most extraordiiugry person who has i^Mared ia 
modern times, and to whoga^ in sc»ne Beqpects, iio 
parallel ca^ be fi^uind, ii^ vo seai^ the whole 
annals of the hujoopn lyuie.. For tilioi^gh the oon* 
quests of Alea^ander were more ^tensive, wad the 
matchless chasacter of Caesar was embellishfid by 
more vajious accomplishment, and tim invaders of 
Mexico and Peru worked thehr purposes of subju- 
gation with far more scanty means, yet the military 
genius of Napoleon shines with a lustre peculiarly 
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its own, or which he shares with Hamiibal alone,* 
when we reflect that lie never had to contend, like 
those conquerors, with adversaries inferior to him- 
s^ in civilization or disei^ne, but won all his 
trium|)hs over hosts as well ordeE«ed and r^;ularly 
marshalled and amply provided as his own. 

This celebrated man was sprung from a good 
£imily in Corsica, and while yet a boy fixed the 
aitoQtlon and raised the hopes of all his connexions. 
In early youth his military genius shone forth ; 
he soon gained the summit ef his profession ; he 
commanded at twenty^ve a military <q)emtion of 
a ccHBplicated and difficult natofe ia Paris : being 
sheeted for »iperk)r command by the genius of 
Camdt, he rapidly led the French armies through, 
a series of victories till then unexampled, and to 
which, even now, his owa afier-^iehievements can 
alone afibid any parallel, for the sudd^mess, the 
vehemence, and the completeness of the operations* 
That much of iiis success was derived £nom the 
meebaBJoal adlwDence of his adversaries to the 
formal rules of ancient tactics cannot be dcMibted ; 
and our WelHngton's campaigns would, in the 
same circumstaaees, asd had he be^i <^>osed to 
similar antagonists, ia all likdifaood have been as 
briiUajit aad decisive. Eat in this he excels, that 
he always had to C(H&b«t the soldieis bred in 

^ The glory of our Great Captain and statesman happily 
is still exempt from these inquiries. 

I 3 
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Napoleon's school ; while NapoleoD, for the most 
part, was matched against men whose inveterate 
propensity to follow the rules of an obsolete sci- 
ence, not even the example of Frederick had been 
able to subdue ; and who were resolved upon being 
a second time the victims of the same obstinate 
blindness which had, in Frederick's days, made 
genius triumph over numbers by breaking through 
rules repugnant to common sense. It must, how- 
ever, be confessed, that although tiiis consideration 
accounts for the achievements of the great warrior, 
which else had been impossible, nothing is thus de- 
tracted from his praise, excepting that what he ac- 
complished ceases to appear miraculous : for it was 
his glory never to let an error pass unprofitably to 
himself; nor ever to give his adversary an advan- 
tage which he could not ravish from him, with 
ample interest, before it was turned to any fiital 
account. 

Nor can it be denied that, when the fortune of 
war proved adverse, the resources of his mind were 
only drawn forth in the more ample profusion. 
After the battle of Asperne he displayed more 
skill, as well as constancy, than in all Ms previous 
campaigns; and the struggle which he made in 
France, diu-ing the dreadful conflict that preceded 
his downfall, is by many regarded as the master- 
piece of his military life. Nor let us forget that 
the grand error of his whole career, the mighty 
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expedition to Moscow, was a political error only. 
The vast preparations for that campaif^ — ^the com- 
binations by which he collected and marshalled and 
moved this prodigious and various force like a single 
corps, or a domestic animal, or a lifeless instru- 
ment in his hand — displayed, in the highest degree, 
the great genius alike for arrangement and for 
action with which he was endowed ; and his prodi- 
gious eSaria to regain the ground which the disas- 
ters of that campaign rescued from his grasp, were 
only not successful because no human power 
could in a month create an army of cavalry, nor a 
word of command give recruits the discipline of 
veterans. In the history of war, it is, assuredly, 
only Hannibal who can be compared with him; 
and certainly, when we reflect upon the yet greater 
difficulties of the Carthaginian's position — the 
much longer time during which he maintained the 
unequal contest — still more, when we consider that 
his enemies have alone recorded his story, while 
Napoleon has been his own annalist — ^justice seems 
to require that the modem should yield to the 
ancient commander. 

The mighty operation which led to his downfall, 
and in which all the resources of his vast capacity 
as well as all the recklessness of his boundless 
ambition were displayed, has long fixed, as it well 
might, the r^ards of mankind, and it has not been 
too anxiously contemplated. His course of victory 
had been for twelve years uninterrupted. The 
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Tesoiunees of Fzanoe lad been drawn fortk without 
stint at his connnaad. The destmetioa of her 
liberties had not Fdased ih& nartial prepensitieB 
oi her people, nor Ihiaoed the imiltitiides ihat 
poHred out tiieir blood vader Ma haniBen. The 
fervour of the revolatioDuy zeal had cooled^ but 
the disoipline- whidi a f%ovoiis despotism seeofcs 
had suooeeded, and the Conseription wor b e d as 
great miracleB as the Bepublic The cotintkas 
hosts which Fraaoe ^iiis sent forth, were kd hj 
this coBsummate wamor over all Italy, Spain, 
Crermany; half the anient thrones of Europe 
were subverted, the capitaJs of half iwr pow«S6 
occupied in successioA; aiHl a moiiardly was 
established which the existmce of Eagkad. and of 
Bi«»ia alone prevented fnm bemg umveBsaL 

But the vaulting ambiticML of the great oonqoerar 
at last overle^pt itsel£ Ader has nrost axdooua aad 
perhaps most tiiun^hant campaigii, uadertakeK 
with a proftisiea of ndlztary resouroes m e jam pied 
in the annals of war, Ae ancient ci^tal of the 
Russian empire was in his hands; yet, from the 
refusal of the enemy to make peace, and tlie sterility 
of the vast surr<Mmding conntry, the conquest was 
bootless to his purpose. He had collected the 
mightiest army tiiat ever the world saw ; from all 
parts of the Continent he had gathered his forces ; 
every diversity of blood, and complexion, and 
tongue, and garb, and weapon, shone along his 
line ; — " £zercitus mixtus ex coUuvione omnium 
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gentium, qiiibu» non lex, mm moe, non lingna 
communifif alius- hal»tus, alia vestis, alia ariua, 
aHi ritus, alia aacra"* — the resources of whole 
provinoes moTed throi^^h the kingdoms which his 
axms held in awe ; the artilleiy of whole citadels 
traveised the fidkk ; the eattle on a thousand hills 
were made &e food of the myriads wh<nn he poured 
into the pkuns of Eastern Europe, where blood 
flowed in risers, and the earth was whitened with 
naen's bones : but this gigantic enterprise, uniformly 
succes^ul^ WQA fooad to have no object, when it 
had no longw an enemy to overcome, and the 
victor in vain sued to the vanquished for peace. 
The ccmflagmtion of Moscow in one n%ht began 
his discomfiture, which the frost of another night 
completed I Upon the pomp and circumstance of 
unnumbered warriors— -their cavalry, their guns, 
their magazines, their equipage — descended slowly, 
flake by flake, the snow of a northern night ; — 
^^Tantaque vis firigoris insecuta est, ut ex ilia 
miserabili hominum jumentorumque strage quum 
se quisque attollere ac leFvare vellet, diu nequiret, 
quia torpentibus rigore nervis, vix flectere artus 
potCTanf'-f The hopes of Napoleon were bligiited ; 
the retreat of his armam^it was cut off; and his 
doom sealed far more irreversibly- than if the con- 
queror of a hundred fields had been overthrown in 
battle, and made captive with half his force. All 

■ 

^ * Liv. xxviii. 12. f Liv. xxi, 68. 
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his subsequent elTorts to regain the power he had 
lost never succeeded in countervailing the efiect^ 
of that Russian night. The fire of his genius 
burnt, if possible, brighter than ever ; in two cam- 
paigns his efforts were more than human, his 
resources more miraculous than before, his valour 
more worthy of the prize he played for — ^but all 
was vain : his weapon was no longer in his hand ; 
his army was gone ; and his adversaries, no more 
quailing under the sense of his superior nature, 
had discovered him to be vincible like themselves, 
and grew bold in their turn, as the Mexicans 
gathered courage, three centuries before, from 
finding that the Spaniards were subject to the acci- 
dents of mortality. 

Such was this great warrior, and such was the 
£ite on which the conqueror rushed. 

It is quite certain that the mighty genius of 
Napoleon was of the highest order ; he was one 
of the greatest masters of the art of war ; he is to 
be ranked among the generals of the highest class, 
if indeed there be any but Hannibal who can be 
placed on a level with him. To all the qualities, 
both in the council and in the field, which combine 
to form an accomplished conmiander, he added, 
what but few indeed have ever shown, an original 
genius : he was so great an improver on the in* 
ventions of others, that he might well lay claim 
to the honours of discovery. The tactics of 
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Frederick he carried so much farther, and with 
such important additions, that we might as well 
deny to Watt the originating of the steam-engine, 
as to Napoleon the being an inventor in military 
science. The great step which Frederick made 
was the connecting together all the operations of 
an extensive campaign in various quarters, and 
especially the moving vast bodies of troops rapidly 
on a given point, so as to fight his adversaries there 
at a certain advantage. This required a brave 
neglect of the established rules of tactics ; it re- 
quired a firm determination to despise formidable 
obstacles ; it required an erasure of the words 
" difificult and impossible" from the general's voca- 
bulary. In proportion to all the hardihood of 
these operations was the high merit of their author, 
and also the certainty of their success against the 
r^ular mechanical generals of Maria Theresa, to 
whom he was opposed. So much the rather are 
we to wonder at the successors of those generals, 
the produce of the same Germanic school, showing 
themselves as unprepared for the great extension 
of the Prussian system, but in the same direction, 
which Kapoleon practised, and being as completely 
taken unawares by his rapid movements at Ulm, 
and his feints at Wagram, as their masters had 
been at Rosbach, at Pirna, and at Prague. 

The degree in which he thus extended and im- 
proved upon Frederick's tactics was great indeed. 
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No man ever eould bring such bodies into the 
field ; none provide by combined operatioiiB for 
their suj^ort ; none move soch masses from varioes 
quarters upon one point ; none manoduvre at one 
fight the thousands whom he had assembled, chuage 
his operations as the fate of the hour or the naomeet 
required, and tell with such absolute eertamty the 
effects of each movement. He had aU the know- 
ledge in mimite detail which the art of war ro- 
quires ; he had a perfectly aceurate sepprofnatioa 
of what men and horses and guns can do ; bis 
memory told him, and in an instaat, where eaeb 
corps, each regiment, each gun was situated both 
in peace and war, and in what «Miditfoa afaaast 
each company of his vast force was at any mom^it. 
Then he possessed the intuitive knowledge of his 
enemy's condition, and movements, and plans ; so 
nicely conld he unravel all confiJctmg accounts, and 
decide at once as by intuition which was true. In 
the field his eye for portions, distances, devations^ 
numbers, was quick, and it was inMliblew All his 
generals at all times submitted their judgment to 
his, and without the least: leluctanee or hesitation, 
not deferring to his authority, but yielding from 
an absolute conviction of hh saperior skill ; nor 
ever doubting, because firmly assured he was in 
the right. His own sel^onfidence was in the 
same proportion, and it was unerring. 

Lying under some cover in fire, he would remain 
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for an hour or two, receiving- reports and issuing 
his orders, sometimes with a plan befcnre him, 
sometimes with the &oe of tibe ground in his ndnd 
only. Thene he is with his watch in one hand, 
while the other movea eoiistatly from his pocket, 
where his wuff-box ov rather Ms &a^ lies« — An 
aidre-de-eamp arrives, tdk of a movemenit, answers 
dKNTtly soiaequesii^ia rapidly, perlmps impatiently, 
|mt, is. despatched with the order that is to solve 
the diiileuky of sewegen^fal of division. Another 
is ordered to atend, and seat off with directions to 
make som^e ^Mm^ e<»ps m^pert an c^eraticm. 
The watcfar is agun coasttlted; wore impatient 
symptoms ; the aame of one aide-de-ca«»p is eon* 
irtantly prenoimeed; 4|uestMMi after questioa is put 
wh^her any one is eomiixg from a certain quarter ; 
an event is ex^pieeted ; it oug^t to have happened ; 
at length the wished-fiu^ messenger amves.-^^'^ Eh 
bien ! Qu'a-t-on fait Ik-bas ?" ^^ La hauteur est 
gagn^ ; le mar^chal est W* ^^ Qu'il tienne 
ferme^-pae un pas de nioisi^eiifteut," Another aide- 
de-camp i& oi!dwsed tQ brifig up the 6ua^. ^^ Que 
le maa*(^hal sm^aao vers la tour en dt^filant par sa 
gauche-'-et tout ce qui se trouve k sa droite est 
pdsonnier."~^Kow the wateh is eomsuljted and the 
muff ift taken no more; the battle is over; the 
|c»r^iiae c^ the day is decided ; the gseat Captain, 
indulges in pleasantry ; nor doul^ts any more of 
the certainty and of the extent of his victory 
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than if he had already seen its details in the 
bulletin. 

After all, the grand secret of both Frederick's 
and Napoleon's successes, the movement of the 
masses which were to place their enemy in a dis- 
advantageous position, appears to be, like all great 
improvements, sufficiently obvious; for it is fi>unded 
on the very natural principle on which the modem 
Naval plan of Breaking the Line proceeds. If 
either at sea or on shore one party can place his 
enemy between two fires, or on any material part 
of his battle bring double the force to bear upon 
the defenders of that point, the success of the opera- 
tion is certain. In order to execute such a plan 
on shore, a prodigious combination of military 
resources is required, and they only who are so 
amply furnished can venture to attempt it That 
Napoleon had this capacity beyond other men is 
altogether incontestable. 

But his genius was not confined to war : he pos- 
sessed a large capacity also for civil afiliirs. He 
saw as clearly, and as quickly determined on his 
course, in government as in the field. His public 
works, and his political reformations, especially 
his Code of Laws, are monuments of his wisdom 
and his vigour, more imperishable, as time has 
already proved, and as himself proudly foretold, 
than all his victories. His civil courage was more 
brilliant than his own, or most other men's, valour 
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in the field.' How ordinary a bravery it was that 
blazed forth at Lodi, when he headed his wavering 
columns across the bridge swept by the field of 
Austrian artillery, compared with the undaunted 
and sublime courage that carried him from Cannes 
to Paris with a handful of men, and fired his bosom 
with the desire, and sustained it with the confidence, 
of overthrowing a dynasty, and overwhelming an 
empire, by the terror of his name ! 

Nor were his endowments merely those of the 

statesman and the warrior. If he was not, like 

Ceesar, a consummate orator, he yet knew men so 

thoroughly, and especially Frenchmen, whom he 

had most nearly studied, that he possessed the 

iSskculty of addressing them in strains of singular 

eloquence, — an eloquence peculiar to himself. It 

is not more certain that he is the greatest soldier 

whom France ever produced, than it is certain that 

his place is high amongst her greatest writers, as 

&r as composition or diction is concerned. Some 

of his bulletins are models for the purpose which 

they were intended to serve; his address to the 

soldiers of his Old Guard at Fontainebleau is a 

masterpiece of dignified and pathetic composition ; 

his speech during the Hundred Days, at the Champ 

de Mars, beginning, " G^ntSral, Consul, Empereur, 

je tiens tout du Peuple,'' is to be placed amongst 

the most perfect pieces of simple and majestic 

eloquence. These things are not the less true for 

being seldom or never remarked. 
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But with th«8e great qualitiee of the will — th^ 
highest eourage, the msist eajsy formation of his 
resolutioBus, the loost stead&jst adh^ence to his 
purpose, the entire de^otiott of all his enefgiea 10 
his object — aad with the equally shiaing ^eulties 
of the uBdetstaodiag by whi^ that fin& will 
worked — the deasent and ^ekisjb ajpfKr^bennw^ 
the power of inteiifle applkatioi^^ tibe eapaeity of 
complete abstracUott from all iatenniptijag ideas, 
the complete and nuest iaataBteneous <»remiaBpection 
of all difiieulties, wtieth^ ob one side, er eveiiL pso- 
videutly seen ia pro^peet^ the iatiailve kaowladge 
of men, aad tht ^ptmet of miad aod of toagse 
to mould their will to Us purpofle<-*-wtth these 
qualities, which, form the cfiaracter held greatest 
by vulgar minds, the psA^yric of ]S£a{>oleoii 
must close* He was a. CoNQUJBsoa ; — ss wjbs a 
Tyrant. To ^utify his aBubitaoo. — to E^^Ee his 
thirst of power-<4o weary a lu^ of dcmiioioa which 
uo conquest could satiate-<*4Le trara^ied o& Liberty 
wheu. his. hajsud might have, ladsed her to* a secure 
place ; and he wrapt the world m flames, which 
the blood of millions alooo eould quench. By 
those passions., a mind luMt osigifiaJly laajLindly, 
was perverted aiid di^imfle^. toll huwaa misery 
ceased to move, it, and hooesty, and truih, and 
pity, all sense of the duties wo owst to God and to 
man, had departed from oue thus givea up to a 
single and a sdLfish pursuit. ^' Tantas aaimi vir^ 
tiites ingentia vitia sBquabant; uahumana cm- 
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delitas;* perfidia plusquam pHnica; nihil veri, 
nihil sancti, nullus Detei metos, nullum ju^u- 
randum, nulla reli^o.'^f The death of Enghien, 
the cruel suflferings of Wright, the mysterious end 
of Pichegru, the punishment of Palm, the tortures 
of TouBsaint,:^ have all been dwelt upon as the 
spots on his &me ; because the fortunes of in* 
dividuals presenting a more definite object to the 

* The kindliness of his nature will be demed by some ; 
the inhoman craelty bj others : bnt both are correctly true. 
There is extant a letter which I have seen, and of which 
I have a facsinule, Aill of the tB&dec^st afibetiosi towards his 
fitYourite brother, to whfHn it was addreteed, when abont to 
be separated from him» long alter he had entered on public 
life. It is in parts blotted with his tears, evidently shed 
before the ink was dry. As for his cmeity, Ihey only can 
deny it who think it mof« cmd fx a man to witness tot 
ments whieh he has («dered, or to commit bvbchery with 
his own hand, than to give a command which must consign 
thousands to agony and death. If Napoleon had been called 
upon to witness, or with his <$wii hand to infiiot such misery, 
he woBld have pamed at fiist-^becanse physloid repugnance 
would have previdled over mental callousness. But how 
many minutes' reflection would it have taken to deaden the 
pain, and make him execute his own purpose ? 

t Liv. xxi. 

i It is a gross esror to charge him with the poisoning of 
his sick in Egypt; and his massacre of the prisoners at 
Jafib is a very controverted matter. But we fear the early 
anecdote of his ordering an attack, with no olher object tiian 
to gratify his mistressy when a yoting officer of artillery, 
rests upon nndeidable authority ; and if so, it is to be ylBced 
amongst his worst crimes. He is said himself to have re- 
membered it with as deep sorrow as his nature allowed. 
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mind, strike our imaginations, and rouse our feel- 
ings more than wretchedness in larger masses, less 
distinctly perceived. But to the eye of calm 
reflection, the declaration of an unjustifiable war, 
or the persisting in it a day longer than is neces- 
sary, presents a more grievous object of con- 
templation, implies a disposition more pernicious 
to the world, and calls down a reprobation &r 
more severe. 



How grateful the relief which the fiiend of man- 
kind, the lover of virtue, experiences when, turn- 
ing from the contemplation of such a character, 
his eye rests upon the greatest man of our own or 
of any age ; — the only one upon whom an epithet 
so thoughtlessly lavished by men, to foster the 
crunes of their worst enemies, may be innocently 
and justly bestowed I In Washington we truly be- 
hold a marvellous contrast to almost every one of 
the endowments and the vices which we have been 
contemplating ; and which are so well fitted to ex- 
cite a mingled admiration, and sorrow, and abhor- 
rence. With none of that brilliant genius which 
dazzles ordinary minds ; with not even any remark- 
able quickness of apprehension ; with knowledge 
less than almost all persons in the middle ranks, 
and many well educated of the humbler classes pos- 
sess ; this eminent person is presented to our observ- 
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ation clothed in attributes as modest, as unpretend- 
ing, as little calculated to strike or to astonish, as 
if he had passed unknown through some secluded 
region of private life. But he had a judgment sure 
and sound ; a steadiness of mind which never suf- 
fered any passion, or even any feeling to ruffle its 
calm ; a strength of understanding which worked 
rather than forced its way through all obstacles, — 
removing or avoiding rather than overleaping them. 
If profound sagacity, unshaken steadiness of pur- 
pose, the entire subjugation of all the passions which 
carry havoc through ordinary minds, and oftentimes 
lay waste the fitirest prospects of greatness, — nay, 
the discipline of those feelings which are wont to 
lull or to seduce genius, and to mar and to cloud 
over the aspect of virtue herself, — joined with, or 
rather leading to, the most absolute self-denial, the 
most habitual and exclusive devotion to principle, — 
if these things can constitute a great character, 
without either quickness of apprehension, or re- 
sources of information, or inventive powers, or any 
brilliant quality that might dazzle the vulgar, — 
then surely Washington was the greatest man that 
ever lived in this world uninspired by Divine wis- 
dom, and unsustained by supernatural virtue. 

Kor could the human &ncy create a combination 
of qualities, even to the very wants and defects of 
the subject, more perfectly fitted for the scenes in 
which it was his lot to bear the chief part ; whether 
we regard the war which he conducted, the political 
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constitution over which he afterwards preeided, or 
the tempestuous times threu^ which he had finally 
to guide tlie baric hralself had launched. Averse 
as his pure mind aad temperate disposition natorall j 
were from the atrocities of the French Bevolation, 
he yet never leant agiulifit the cause of liberty, but 
clung to it e^n wh^ degraded by the excesses ci 
its savage vot»ies. Towards Frsffice, while he re- 
probated her aggvesdokis upon otiier states, and 
bravely resisted her {M^tensions to control his own, 
he yet never ceased to feel the gratitude which her 
aid to the American cause had plattted eti^raally la 
every American bosma ; and Ibr lite freedmn of a 
nation which had ibUowed the noble eiaii^>le of 
his countrymen in iMreakJng the chains of a thousand 
years, he united with thoiie oottatrymen in cherishing 
a natural sympathy and regard. Towagdhi Knglasid, 
whom he had only known as a tyrant^ he never, 
even in the w<MBt thnes of French ti^Menoe at 
home, and injmry to ibrdgn states, could tmbend 
from the attitude of distrust anddeianoe into which 
the conduct of her sovereign and his Fiarlimnent, 
not unsupported by her people, had.fbrced hhn, 
and in which tiie wwhad left him* Norwas there 
ever, among ail the complacent seftMriusionB with 
which the fond conceits of national vanity are apt to 
intoxicate as^ one more utterly fimtastiod ^aa the 
notion wherewith the politicians of Crcorge III/s 
school were wont to iatter themsel'm and beguile 
their fbllowen,«^that nmply because the Great 
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American would not yield either to the bravadoes 
of the Eepublican envoy, or to the fierce democracy 
of Jefferson, he therefore had become weary of re- 
publics, and a friend to monarchy and to England. 
In truth, his* devotion to liberty, and his intimate 
persuasion that it can only be enjoyed under the 
r^ublican scheme, constantly gained strength to 
the end of his truly glorious life ; and his steady 
resolution to hold the balance even between con- 
tending extremes at home, as well as to repel any 
advance from abroad incompatible with perfect in- 
dependence, was not more dictated by the natural 
justice of his disposition, and the habitual sobriety 
of his views, than it sprang from a profound con- 
viction that a commonwealth is most effectually 
served by the commanding prudence which checks 
all excesses, and guarantees it against the peril that 
chiefly besets popular governmeats. 

His courage, whether in battle or in council, 
was as perfect as might be expected from this 
pure and steady temper of soul. A perfectly just 
man, with a thoroughly firm resolution never to be 
misled by others, any more than to be by others 
overawed ; never to be seduced or betrayed, or 
hurried away by his own weaknesses or self-delu- 
sions, any more than by other men's arts, nor ever 
to be disheartened by the most complicated diffi- 
culties, any more than to be spoilt on the giddy 
heights of fortune— such was this great man, — 
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great, pre-eminently great, whether we r^;ard him 
sustaining alone the whole weight of campaigns all 
but desperate, or gloriously terminating a just 
warfime by his resources and his courage^pre- 
sidii^ over the jarring elements of his political 
council, alike deaf to the storms of all extremes— 
or directing the formation of a new goyemmant 
for a g^reat people, the first time that so vast an 
experiment had ever been tried by maa^-or finally 
retiring from the supreme power to which his 
virtue had raised him over the nation he had created 
and whose destinies he had guided as long as his 
aid was required — ^retiring with the veneration of 
all parties, of all nations, of all mankind, in order 
that the rights of men might be conserved, and 
that his example never might be appealed to by 
vulgar tyrants. This is the consummate glory of 
Washington : a triumphant warrior where the most 
sanguine had a right to despair ; a successful ruler 
in all the difiiculties of a course wholly untried ; 
but a warrior whose sword only left its sheath 
when the first law of our nature commanded it to 
be drawn ; and a ruler who, having tasted of su- 
preme power, gently and unostentatiously desired 
that the cup might pass from him, nor would suffer 
more to wet his lips than the most solemn and 
sacred duty to his Country and his God required ! 

To his latest breath did this great patriot main- 
tain the noble character of a Captain, the patron of 
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Peace, and a Statesman, the friend of Justice. 
Dying, he bequeathed to his heirs the sword which 
he had worn in the War of Liberty, and charged 
them ^' Never to take it from the scabbard but in 
self-defence, or in defence of their country and her 
freedom ; and commanding them, that when it 
should thus be drawn, they should never sheath it 
nor ever give it up, but prefer falling with it in their 
hands to the relinquishment thereof" — words, the 
majesty and simple eloquence of which are not 
surpassed in the oratory of Athens and Rome. 

It will be the duty of the Historian and the Sage 
in all ages to let no occasion pass of commemo- 
rating this illustrious man ; and until time shall be 
no more will a test of the progress which our race 
has made in wisdom and in virtue be derived from 
the veneration paid to the immortal name of 
Washington ! 
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TRANSLATIONS. 

Page 62. 
For twelve years he has done without either a consti- 
tution or me; and even now he has not much more 
liking for one than for t'other. 

Page 63. 
Admit, then, mj Lord, that there is nothing too 
foolish for vanity to make a clever man do. 

Ibid, 
Oh ! there's no rivulet to my mind like that of the Roe 
de Bac* 

Page 75. 
To keep the golden mean, their golden rule, 
The end to prize, to learn in Nature's school ; 
To serve their country, their whole life to spend, 
The world's good, not their own, their being's end. 

Page 79. 
There was no longer that worship of respect for an- 
cient extraction, whose omnipotence is now-a-days un- 
known ; there was no longer the prostration before old 

'*' One of the currents that £sdl into the Seine in Paris, 
through a well-frequented street in the Faubourg St Germain. 
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families and grand crosses of Malta ; in a word, the pro- 
vince, wholly subdued by the ink-stand, had more animals 
armed with pens than two-and-twenty well-regulated 
kingdoms ought to have contained — the race most 
yeaomoos and most pestilent for a feudal lord. 

Page 82. 

Madam, it may be true that such is the true mark of 
legitimacy in the family ; but the good and cool heads 
have committed so many follies, and ruined so many 
states, that possibly it might not be very imprudent to 
try the bad ones. Assuredly, at least, they could not 
do worse. 

Page 84. 
Too many folks are meddling with thy concerns ; thou 
wilt know what I mean if thou choose ; but mind that 
what in this letter seems obscure is spelt by thine own 
eyes s^nd no others, above all no female ones ; the more 
these are lively and attractive, the more should we mis* 
trust them, like those of a fair Circe, behind whom th^ 
spirit of domination and of jealousy takes post, and works 
its way so as to make the greatest men its dupes. Near 
thee, sayest thou, Sainte Jalouserie, as our mother called 
her, would lodge herself between the two sisters-in-law, 
if the Ai3^ one were with thee ; and all this to confirm 
thee in sending thy son and leaving him with me, sup- 
posing always to have found the Grasshopper after 
singing all the summer. Thou art clean mistaken in 
what was then said, and apply it to a wrong matter, 
instead of the one thing plainly meant; for some one 
would have no caps in the house, and did not even like 
my hat. Women are only fit for intrigue, especially 
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clever women, the most dangerous animalfl of all : she 
thou trustest so much is like the rest of them ; would be 
mistress, finds all that would oppose or divide with her 
disagreeable, and heartily hates them. A general rule, 
and without any exception — ** Every woman in her own 
department would rule absolute ;" and this one like the 
rest. I cannot recollect the thousand little proofs of 
it even towards myself, who, thou knowest well, never 
minded it. But what to me signified nothing, wholly 
free and independent as I am, annoys exceedingly the 
children ; she never liked any of them. True though 
it be that, except Saillanette, the others were not over 
likable ; but Caroline herself, our soft and quiet Caro- 
line, the most softening woman in all the world — Caroline, 
who has only eyes for her father, her husband, and her 
children, and who is really attached to thee, — thou'dst 
be mightily mistaken in supposing t'other liked her. 
Be sure that without interfering in things, I see nearly 
all that goes on, and I let it pass because I know that 
there's no stopping the river as it runs. 

Page 85. 

I have always been aware, or nearly so, of the faults 
of those I love. Indeed I see nothing else very clearly ; 
but, for want of archangels, one must like imperfect 
beings. It don't require to have lived half my time in 
order to be convinced of that ; else one should take an 
aversion io oneself. Thou'rt quite right in saying that 
gnats incommode more than elephants, and when we 
would perceive a gnat by its venom, we make it an 
elephant in our view. I assure thee, for example, 
that the person we have talked about, and on whom yoo 
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vent catting sarcasms, sharpened in the tail, as Montagne 
says, has told me five hundred times and more, in the 
course of my numberless vexations, among which are 
many miscalculations and falsifications — *' Many worthy 
people are really interested about you ; the public even 
would be indignant at your grievances if you did not 
bear them well; but you have only two hearts really 
devoted to you — the good Bailli and myself." 

Page 86. 
The good Bailli I the good Bailli! Eh! by St. 
Polycarpe, my lord marquess and dearest elder brother, 
with whom wouldst that my worth should appear but 
with thee? The good Bsdlli! The person who said 
so has committed an act of fraud ; the good Bulli 
knew this many a long day, and has said nothing ; he 
perceived ever since 1750 that this person liked him not, 
and that thou wouldest have seen fast enough, had she 
believed it possible to detach thee from me. Since then 
I have seen a hundred times the most implacable hatred 
vowed to the two brothers: I have my share of it; 
Saillanette and Du Saillant theirs. Come ! come ! trust 
me, a stranger who gets into a family begets discord in it, 
and puts in motion sdl the passions which follow. How- 
ever, let's say no more about it. 

Page 99. 
Ah! would they but devote themselves honestly to 
the noble art of being useful! — if their indomitable 
vanity could correspond with itself, and sacrifice fame 
to dignity ! — if, instead of vilifying one another, and tear- 
ing one another in pieces, and mutually destroying their 
influence, they would combine their exertions and their 
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Uboiin to overthrow the ambitious who usurpsy the im- 
postor who deceives, the base who sells himself; — ^if, 
scorning the vile vocation of literary gladiators, thej 
banded themselves like tnie brethren in arms against 
prejudice, falsehood, quackery, superstition, tyranny, of 
whatever description, — ^in less than a century the whole 
face of the earth would be changed 1 

Page 100. 
Nobody knows the power of my ugliness. 

Ibid. 
He must be eloquent — fiery — ^noble. 

Page 101. 
And must not he be also marked with the small-pox ? 

Page 112. 
He was one of those men whom Nature has given to 
the world ready made for doing good ; gifted like the 
bee with an innate activity for the general good ; who 
never can separate their own lot from that of the com- 
monwealth; and who, members of society intimately 
connected with it, live, prosper, suffer, and languish only 
with it. 

Page 118. 
Perish rather my reputation than my country. 

Ibid. 
The example is deceptious which may be imitated by 
vices. 

Page 120. 
For the present we cannot possibly do without him ; 
but wait only until he shall no longer be indispensable, 
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or until our armies shall meet with some reverse — and 
then his head shall fall ; I answer for that. 

Page 128. 

I shfidl therefore be able to receive promptly your 
orders, and to know your intentions respecting the di- 
rection you would have given to the army. 

Page 133. 

' There is still time, Sire, for conquering a glorious 
peace, and making the love of a great people be again 
restored to you. 

Page 134. 
Cam6t I X have known you too late I 

Page 137. 

No monster, either more loathsome, or more hideous, 
or more hateftd to God and men, did this earth ever 
produce ; whose form, indeed, is human, yet in savage- 
ness of habits does it surpass the wildest beasts. 

Page 150. 
'' Revolutions are not made with rose-water.*' 

Page 165. 

" If my mother could have conquered her prejudice 
against M. de Lafayette, if he had only been more trusted, 
my unhappy parents would have still been alive." 

Ibid, 
** The reflection which you almost alone have a right 
to make, that you have nothing wherewith to reproach 
yourself in all the part you have played through the 
revolution, ought to be a great consolation." 
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Page 156. 
'' Stay, my dear man, your's is a fine conduct ! To 
lead in one's country*s affairs, and, in case of her making 
shipwreck, to have nothing in common with her enemies 
— thaf 8 the true course." 

Page 174. 

'^ The American woodman takes no interest in any- 
thing : all sensible ideas are far irom him ; those branches 
80 elegantly thrown by nature, a beautiful foliage, a 
lively colour animating one part of the wood, a deeper 
green making the rest sombre — all this is nothing ; he 
has no recollections to place anywhere : it is the number 
of strokes which he must give to fell a tree that is his 
only idea. He has not planted ; he knows not that 
pleasure. The tree he might plant would never benefit 
him ; for he could not see it of a size to be felled by 
him. It is destruction by which he lives ; everywhere 
destroying goes on, so everywhere he is at home ; he 
cares nothing for the spot where he has laboured, because 
labour is only fatigue, and no pleasing association is con- 
nected with it. What comes through his hands does not 
pass through all the stages of growth which so attach 
the cultivator ; he follows not the fate of his productions ; 
he knows not the pleasure of new efforts ; and if, on his 
removal, he forgets not his axe, he leaves behind him no 
regrets for the spot where he has lived for years." 

Page 176. 

" A little tiresome ? " — <* Not at all : she was perfectly 
tiresome." 

Ibid. 

" It was your father, then, apparently, who may not 
have been very well favoured ?" 
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Page 177. 
** They tell me that we are both of us in your novel, 
in the disguise of women.'* 

Ibid. 

*• I never did but one mischievous thing in my life.'* 
— '* And when will it be ended ? " 

Ihid. 

"Is not Geneva dull?'* — "Especially when they 
amuse themselves." 

Ihid, 

" She is insupportable. It is her only defect." 

Ihid. 
" Ah ! I feel the torments of hell."—" Already ? " 

Ihid. 
" There's only one Frenchman the more." 

Page 178. 
" Madam, no hope remains for you. You will be 
tried, condemned, and pardoned." 

Page 184. 
" The army combined a mixture of all nations, who 
had no law, no custom, no tongue in common ; with dif- 
ferent habits, different garb, different arms, different 
rites, different worship." 

Page 186. 
" And so great was the rigour of the cold which fol- 
lowed, that when of this miserable heap of prostrate men 
and cattle, any one would rise, it was for a long while 
impossible, from the nerves being stiff and torpid, and the 
joints scarce capable of motion." 
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Page 189. 
'< Well I what has been done yonder ? " — " The 
height is gained ; the Mardiid is tiiere." — *' Let him 
stand firm — not a step to move." 

Ibid. 

" Let the Marshal mardi upon the steeple, defiling by 
his left — and all on his right are his prisoners." 

Page 191. 
" Greneral, Consul, Emperor — I hold all from the 
people," 

Page 192. 
*< So great excellences of mind were balanced by 
prodigious vices — inhuman cruelty, perfidy more than 
Punic; no truth, no restraint, no fear of €vod, no 
observance of oaths, no obligations of religion." 
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